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from these jobs gets paid primarily to 

Illinois. How much income tax will the state 

lose if the project fulfills projections? 

Why isn't Illinois or any nearby Illinois 

communities contributing to the cost of the 

train even though we are counting on those 

residents for ridership goals? 

How much will taxes (state and county 

income tax, property tax) go up as a result of 

the project? 

Funding for this project is 

disproportionately disadvantageous to the 

economically disadvantaged communities of East 

Chicago and Gary without providing any benefit 

whatsoever to those residents. It is unfair 

for those cities to subsidize a project which 

takes passengers away from their cities and 

provides a benefit to the wealthier communities 

of Munster and Dyer. 

Electric commuter rail projects typically 

have a useful life of 30 years before needing 

replacement of rail, catenary and other 

components. Where will the funds for 

maintenance, major repairs and eventual 

replacement come from? 
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South Shore on-time and service performance 

is poor, especially in icy weather as we just 

saw with the six- to eight-hour delay with 

trapped passengers with no heat and no restroom 

facilities. Why is the extension being built 

with the same faulty technology? 

Even NICTD's own strategic plan no longer 

claims any jobs will be created by this 

project. 

Transit alternatives like rapid-transit 

buses were not considered. Buses require no 

infrastructure, are flexible and expandable and 

are far less costly than rail. 

The West Lake extension will not go all the 

way downtown due to track limitations with 

Metra and station limitations at Millennium 

Station. A certain number of the rides will be 

a shuttle which takes Dyer, Munster and South 

Hammond passengers only to the Hammond gateway 

station where they will have to disembark, 

travel down a level, and re-board a train from 

the South Shore main line. 

What about Metra's southeast line? If that 

gets built, how will it affect ridership on the 

West Lake extension? 
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Has the need been established and it deemed 

necessary for two train stations in Munster so 

close to each other with only an estimated 1300 

increase in new passengers projected? It's not 

necessary for the Munster/Ridge station to be 

so close to the South Hammond station, only two 

miles away. 

To this day, no affected residents have 

been contacted by NICTD or the Town of Munster. 

Many plans have been made for our neighborhood, 

even ones which will force some of us from our 

homes, yet it seems we are the last to know. 

Some of us learned our homes would be taken by 

walking into a meeting, such as today, and 

seeing a parking lot in place of our homes. 

That we have been offered no information and no 

input is offensive and disrespectful. The way 

they have handled this gives me no confidence 

that they are going to work with me in good 

faith as a homeowner. What assurances can 

NICTD give that displaced or otherwise affected 

homeowners will have a seat at the table? 

A majority of affected residents did not 

receive notice of these hearings from NICTD nor 

notice of the TOD meetings last fall despite 
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NICTD claiming they mailed notices. If not 

NICTD, who from our Town Council is advocating 

for impacted Munster families to ensure we are 

treated fairly, considered, and compensated for 

potential losses? 

Residents within a quarter mile of the 

station will experience decreased property 

values due to noise, vibration, traffic and 

disruption. How will they be compensated? 

Has the historic value of properties been 

considered? The four houses being taken for 

the Ridge Road station are each almost or more 

than 100 years old and have historic value. 

One is a mini-farm that has been in Munster for 

150 years. 

Some houses that allegedly will not be 

taken will have the station parking lot 

directly adjacent to their property lines. 

What measures will be taken to ensure resident 

property is protected and not subject to 

trespassing by passengers? 

Harrison is a major thoroughfare for 

emergency response (EMS, police, and fire) and 

St. Paul School. Increased traffic will mean 

decreased safety response time and decreased 
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safety in general for the families of this 

neighborhood. How will safety response times 

and concerns be addressed? 

Emergency responders (EMS, police, fire) 

will experience delays due to West Lake trains 

at grade-level crossings. School children 

walking to Eads, St. Paul, or St. Thomas More 

School from the west side of the West Lake 

corridor, particularly south of Ridge will need 

to cross the tracks twice daily to get to and 

from school. What safety measures will be in 

place to ensure safe crossings and avoid track 

cutting? Will the tracks be fenced? 

The location of the tracks so close to 

resident back yards along Garfield and 

Frederick will produce unacceptable levels of 

noise. Will there be a quiet zone established 

from the onset of service? What about 

vibration mitigation? 

The current infrastructure in the area 

cannot adequately support the increased traffic 

along Ridge Road, Manor, and Harrison, How 

much will NICTD provide to make repairs and 

improvement? Will the Town of Munster be 

required to pay for needed improvements or 
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repairs? If so, is the Town Council prepared 

to add these costs to its budget now or will 

residents around the station have to live with 

unsafe roads, increased traffic, decreased 

safety, et cetera until the need is established 

in order to provide for funding or until 

additional funds are available? 

Will residents lose property to needed 

street widening? Traffic, especially from east 

and west, will greatly increase into an already 

congested area (Ridge, Manor, Harrison). Will 

increased traffic and passenger count require 

additional public services, for example police 

and EMS, and how will it be paid for? 

What about McDonald's traffic? The 

McDonald's is located at 515 Ridge Road. There 

is a center left-hand turn lane that can 

accommodate about five or six cars. What 

happens when 12 or 15 or 20 cars try to turn in 

for a breakfast sandwich before catching the 

train? Those cars will block the eastbound 

left lane of Ridge and possibly the right-hand 

lane as well bringing traffic on Ridge to a 

crawl or stop. And the southbound Harrison 

intersection will be a nightmare. 
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Why are we putting the station behind 

homes, essentially hiding it behind the parking 

lot and a row of homes on Harrison. Are they 

trying to keep a neighborhood feel - even 

though they took out a section of this 

neighborhood by removing the four homes on 

South Street? Wouldn't it make more sense to 

put it where Aurelio's and KFC are and relocate 

those businesses? That way it would be open 

for all to see the train station, not 

shoe-horned into a residential neighborhood. 

There is a discrepancy between the map, the 

chart on page -- I'm not sure what the chart is 

-- and the language on page 4-33 stating 18 

homes on the end of Garfield will be taken for 

parking. Nicole Barker is the one who told me 

to make sure that I get that one in there. 

So we were told in October that no homes 

would be taken for the TOD yet House Bill 1286 

would grant eminent domain powers to Regional 

Development Authorities. Why would RDAs need 

eminent domain if no homes will be taken? 

How many total homes will be taken for the 

Transit Oriented Development portion of this 

project? 
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We understand that because of the federal 

money given, Munster's TODs will have to 

include low income housing. First, how much 

low income housing is required to put in the 

town? And, second, where is the proposed 

placement of that housing? 

With the TOD there will be an increase in 

population. How will the TOD/RDA support the 

School Town of Munster public schools who are 

currently in a financial crisis? 

The TOD is to be a multi-use building 

containing condos, office space and businesses. 

What is the plan for the business space? Will 

the TOD support small business or will it be 

another mattress store? I am a small business 

owner and it's not easy. Will the rent be 

affordable for small businesses to rent? Just 

to clarify, I'm not a small business owner, one 

of the neighbors that I'm speaking on behalf of 

is a small business owner. 

The TOD will fundamentally change the 

nature of the town to high-density residential 

housing which Munster has historically found 

undesirable. 

MS. DAVIS: Susan Davis, 8425 Harrison 
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Avenue, 219-836-4735. 

And I'm strongly opposed to the placement 

of the Ridge Road station. I don't see any 

reason to place it there when the environmental 

impact statement says that it is not compatible 

with the current residential neighborhood. 

There's going to be another station within 

a mile or so to the south and another one to 

the north, I think this is totally unnecessary. 

It's going to be very disruptive to the 

existing community. It's going to cause 

displacement of residents, and it's going to 

for those of us who are near to the station, 

it's going to have a very impact on our 

property values and our lives, and my family 

has been on the property for 70 years, and most 

of our neighbors have been there between 30 and 

70 years. We have people with special needs 

children. We have elderly residents, and we 

don't want to be dealing with the additional 

traffic. There does not seem to a cohesive 

plan for dealing with the traffic and the 

noise, et cetera, lights. We just don't see 

any need for the placement of this station 

there unless it is just to open a gateway for 
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the Transit Oriented Development, which we 

understand may be in the works next which will 

have an even more dramatic impact on the 

residents in the area there. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm doing this on 

behalf of Beverly Nyhan, N-Y-H-A-N, Beverly 

Nyhan, who owns the residence at 8434 Harrison 

Avenue in Munster, phone number 219-836-2167. 

That house was built by her sister over 

60 years ago. It is a very valuable house in a 

very valuable neighborhood with a very sizeable 

lot. She used to own seven acres there, sold 

most of it to Monaldi for development, so we're 

not unwittingly just opposed to development. 

We want sensible development, and putting a 

train through that neighborhood is not a really 

good idea, but the really bad idea is trying to 

put a train station in that neighborhood and 

destroy the quality of life for everybody in 

that entire neighborhood as well as the church 

and the school which 4-year-old to 14-year-old 

kids attend every day and all the kids on the 

bus stops right there, and then there'~ another 

church about two-and-a-half blocks away with 

another 500 students aged 4 to 14, and this is 
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the kind of development we don't want in this 

neighborhood: No train station at Ridge. 

Thank you. 

MS. EDINGTON: I'm Andrea Edington, 

E-D-I-N-G-T-0-N. 

I'm very opposed to the train going through 

the heart of my neighborhood. I have lived in 

this area for 30 years. The area has grown in 

population with business over time. This has 

been a benefit to the community. A train will 

not benefit Munster residents. 

People living on the east side of Calumet 

Avenue may not even be aware of the train going 

through, but for those of us in the immediate 

area of the train, it will be horrible. First 

of all, I cannot even imagine the heartbreak 

for the people whose homes will be destroyed 

and forced to move because of the train. 

Changing homes, schools and uprooting your 

entire life so a train can go through a 

beautiful neighborhood must be unbelievably 

stressful and the worst of their nightmares. 

There will be a tremendous increase in 

noise. Although it seems there are proposed 

steps to alleviate some noise, there is no way 
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all the noise from the train horn and the train 

itself can be eliminated. The noise will be 

deafening. Our once quiet neighborhood where 

people can peacefully garden, barbecue and go 

on living a normal life will be gone. 

Safety will be a huge concern. How can a 

resident walk or bike safely to get from one 

side of town to the other? We will be forced 

to come out on Ridge Road where the traffic is 

already heavy and will only increase due to the 

train. It is ironic that the train would 

interfere with the only walking path in the 

immediate area. The train will virtually stop 

families and individuals from using the path. 

Rerouting the path won't make much of a 

difference, we still have to get to it. 

There will be an increase in traffic. 

Ridge Road is already very busy, and the 

increase in traffic will create congestion, 

pollution and more noise in the area. 

There will also be a negative environmental 

impact on the wildlife in the area. We 

actually have a fox. I have seen it several 

times in the early morning hours, and what a 

thrill it is. It is my understanding there is 
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actually a family, and they may be living in 

the area where the homes will be destroyed. 

The fox and its young, if there are any, will 

go as well. Even if it were to somehow 

survive, it would not be able to cross over 

from one side to the next. That may seem very 

trivial to people who value money concerns over 

the simple joy of seeing a wild animal actually 

thrive in a community like ours, but to us it's 

a thrill to see. 

The argument is that the train will enable 

people who live south to go north. I think 

it's worth noting that the train also makes it 

possible for people north to come to our 

community. There's a huge gang problem on the 

south side of Chicago. I don't think it's out 

of the question to consider that these people 

will have easy access to our neighborhood. 

I'm not familiar with the current network 

of the train tracks in the area. However, I do 

know there is an Amtrak station in Dyer on 

Sheffield. There is also a track that goes 

through Illinois near the country club. I 

wonder if these tracks have even been 

considered for this project. From what I see, 
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the Illinois tracks run in a less populated 

area. It is not residential. Since this 

project must enter Illinois as that is 

obviously the point to go to Chicago, why not 

bypass the Munster residential area for an 

existing Illinois track? This train should not 

be coming through a residential area in 

Munster. It does nothing to enhance our 

community. In fact, it will negatively impact 

a really nice area to live in. An alternate 

route through a less populated area should be 

taken. Thank you. 

MR. DAVIS: My name is Thomas Davis. I 

live at 8425 Harrison Avenue, Munster, Indiana. 

My number is area code 219-836-4735. 

I am very opposed to this station just on 

the fact that it's an increase in noise, it's 

an increase in light pollution from the parking 

lot. The traffic is going to be a lot worse 

than it is now on Harrison Avenue and Ridge 

Road. There's a school right down the street 

that when the traffic comes from it at 3:00 

o'clock, it's already backed up from Briar Lane 

to Ridge. I can't imagine what it's going to 

be like with a train station on Ridge Road. 
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That's basically it. 

Thank you. 

I'm just not for it. 

MR. LUCAS: Jason Lucas, we live at 8410 

Harrison Avenue, our number is 773-615-4511. 

My position is against the train, and I take 

the train every day from Hammond to downtown 

Chicago. The claim is that this is going to 

bring new families to Chicago. Really they're 

kicking families out like us because our block 

is on the cusp of being taken where the 

property (sic) is going to come, and we don't 

like it. 

I moved here to get away from the noise, 

and I drive there every day, so them saying 

riders want this is total crap. We don't want 

it. It's dangerous for the kids, and it's 

right by a school, and that really disturbs me, 

an elementary school where kids can get hurt. 

We've been told nothing by the Town, which 

is very annoying. You can't get a hold of 

anybody from the Town, and we just have no 

information on this, and this is -- two weeks 

ago is the first we're hearing about this, so 

we're just opposed to it and we don't want that 

train station in our back yard. 
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MS. SONS: My name is Kelly ·Sons, s~o-N-S. 

I am at 8420 Harrison Avenue in Munster. My 

phone number is 219-513-9721. 

If you don't mind, I'm just going to kind 

of read from here. I'm going to start off by 

saying that we're not just people that are in 

the way that you can put to the side or be 

forced to just pick up and move without a 

fight. We are families with children. We all 

have feelings and they matter, we matter. 

We moved to Munster five years ago to make 

a better life for ourselves and our children. 

We have three children, two of which have 

special school needs. We thought when we chose 

to move here that this is our forever home that 

fit us perfectly. We found a home with 

neighbors that we knew. We have a great deal 

of privacy behind us and are able to see the 

wildlife all year round. We moved here October 

of 2012, and we lost both of our in-laws in 

November, 30 hours apart. We buried them on 

our five-year-old's birthday. They were moved 

to a new home, lost two grandparents, and 

started new schools: All we have is the new 

life that we have built here, and you just want 
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to come in and put your station and parking lot 

in like it doesn't matter to the people that 

live here. You want to put this directly in my 

back yard. 

I understand there's not much that I may be 

able to do about the train, but we can fight 

the parking lot and station. This will invade 

all of our privacy at every hour of every day. 

There will be lights, snow plows, car alarms, 

people talking and looking into our yards, 

garbage at all hours of the day and night. 

This is completely unacceptable. 

We want to know how long it will take for 

you to make up your minds about what you will 

be doing with our lives. We need an answer. 

Are our property values going to rise, drop or 

are you going to buy us out? What is your 

guarantee to us for making all of these 

critical changes to our lives? We don't even 

feel like we can change an outlet in our house 

or make any changes or improvements because we 

don't know if we're going to be here or not. 

How fair is that? 

The decisions you have or have not made are 

messing with our lives right now. Our mental 
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and physical health is in the balance. This is 

not a game or business dealing to us. We want 

answers. This is our lives. You tell us all 

about all of the rosy, happy, good things that 

this is going to bring to us and our 

neighborhood and our town, but what about the 

bad things? What about the crime? What about 

the people, the gangs, and the garbage that's 

going to be left in our neighborhoods? Thank 

you. 

MR. PIROK: My name is Brian Pirok, 

P-I-R-0-K, my address is 434 South Street in 

Munster, Indiana 46321, telephone is 

219-629-5937. 

My concern is I'd like to know what the 

plan is for the potential for plummeting 

property values along the entire length of the 

rail line after it runs from one end of the 

town to the other. My fear is that, you know, 

we've all read reports, and I think there's 

some reference in the environmental impact 

study that references a certain distance away 

from the tracks, that those people will enjoy 

an increase in property value, but my concern 

is the people that are adjacent to the new line 
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and that their property values will drop, and 

then it starts the cycle where they need to 

sell the property and they sell it at a reduced 

cost. The new property owners may not be as 

prepared to take care of the property because 

they're new and they acquired the property at a 

discount and they may not be so driven to 

maintain the property as the previous owner, 

which will start a cycle of letting in people 

that aren't quite able to care for the property 

in the manner in which in the same manner 

the previous owners were and it will start an 

escalation of reduced property values and it 

will eventually spread out beyond that magic 

quarter mile mark that shows up in some of the 

reports as those people enjoying the benefit of 

closer proximity to the train. 

So I would like to know if there's a plan 

in place or if there's been any thinking along 

those lines about the potential for the people 

that live the closest to the train rather than 

those that live in the neighborhood. 

MS. LEVIN: My name is Heather Levin, 

L-E-V-I-N, 10147 Devonshire Lane in Munster. 

My phone number is 219-924-2539. 
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First of all, I've heard conflicting 

reports about Section 8 housing, which I'm not 

completely opposed to, but I don't want any 

train stations in Munster to look like around 

the area in Hammond where the train station is. 

I am concerned about that. But overall, the 

area that's going to be affected is much larger 

than just around the train station and just at 

the railroad tracks. It's going to be much 

more far reaching, and I personally am in favor 

of the train. I think that it's going to lower 

property taxes, it's not going to happen over 

night, I get that not lower property taxes, 

increase property values, I'm sorry, it will 

increase property values. I think it will 

decrease traffic and it will cut down commute 

times to go into the city. You know, it's not 

about taking your grand kids into the city, 

it's about people that have to go in every 

single day for work and come home every single 

day, and it will cut down on that. It will cut 

down on the gas that's used, so already 

Northwe~t Indiana does not have the best 

environment because of the steel mills for 

years, and I think that that's a benefit. 
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