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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Tue 01/24/2017 9:28 AM 
questions_ comments: 1.SOURCE -EPA DOC 3PA-420-F-14-044 -NEAR ROADWAY AIR POLLUTION 
SOURCE -EPA -100-R-15-001 BEST PRACTICES FOR REDUCING NEAR-ROAD POLLUTION EXPOSURE AT 
SCHOOLS. 
SOURCE-EPA-456/F-14-002 AIR QUALITY INDEX 
2. SAFETY OF OUR SCHOOL CHILDREN AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC 
3. NOISE POLLUTION-
NOISE EFFECTS HANDBOOK EPA 500-9-82-106 
A DESK REFERENCE TO HEALTH & WELFARE EFFECTS OF NOISE 
What is the most pervasive environmental noise source and how many people are exposed to it? 
Urban traffic is by far the most pervasive outdoor residential noise source, although aircraft noise is a 
significant source as well. Over 96 mil lion persons are estimated to be exposed, in and around their 
homes, to undesirably high traffic noise levels exceeding Ldn > 55 dB. 
4 .. INCREASE OF WATER POLLUTION & FLOODING 
SOURCE EPA-841-F-03-003 Protecting Water Quality from Urban Runoff. Clean water is everybody's 
business 
5. DISPLACEMENT OF HOUSES AND PROPERTY RIGHTS OF RESIDENTS 
6. PROPERTY TAXES AND OTHER TAXES WILL GO UP. ALSO OTHER COSTS GO HAVE GONE UP AS A 
RESULT. Young families already struggle with, recently assessed Wheel Tax, and water, sanitary and 
stormwater Rates being raised dramatically. 
7.  VISUAL POLLUTION WITH A TRAIN MAINTENANCE FACILITY IN A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD­
SOURCE- INDIANA CITIZEN PLANNERS MANUAL 
8. VIBRATION POLLUTION TO NEIGBORING RESIDENTIAL HOUSING AND NURSING HOME. SOURCE THE 
DEIS, DRAFT OF ENVIROMENT IMPACT STUDY Can cause stress and sleep disturbances to residents 
sleeping in close proximity. 
length_of_time: 18 YEARS 

rea lname: Paula Johns 
addressl: 1024 Royal Dublin Lane 

address2: 

city: Dyer 

state: I N  

zip_code: 46311 

phone: 219-616-9933 

emai l :  pjjohns1024@gmail.com 
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IMPHOVINC l i l t  OU/\LITY Of LWL IN NORTHWEST INOIANA 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Thu 02/02/2017 8:16 PM 
questions_comments: Overal l, I feel strongly that the extension of the South Shore to Munster/Dyer 
will help the local community with mobil ity and access to high-paying jobs. One of strong value 
premise of the project is that workers from downtown Chicago will be willing to live in areas of 
Indiana such as Munster and Dyer which currently have relatively poor train access. This premise will 
only hold true if the schools in places l ike Munster remain very good. We are told there is a TOD 
development portion that will be introduced as part of the West Lakes extension, however, prior to 
the expiration of the public comment period we have not been given any concrete information on the 
number of multi-family units which will come along with TOD at each of the proposed stations. We 
have not been told what the targeted unit sizes, unit mix, rent or sell-out prices will be. Therefore, as 
a community we are not able to properly analyze and comment on the impact the addition of new 
high- or medium-density residential development will have on our schools. We are unable to ascertain 
if the added population will be a burden on the school systems. We are unable to ascertain or 
comment if the socio-economic impacts of a proposed development will l ikely impact school 
performance in the future. The introduction of the train and/or high- or medium-density development 
should not come at the expense of negatively impacting school performance. If the strength of the 
schools decline, the overall economic health of the community will go with it. 
Homeowner: yes 
length_of_time: 2+ yrs 
realname: Roz Jovanovich 
addressl: 1820 REDWOOD. LN 
address2: 
city: MUNSTER 
state: I N  
zip_code: 46321 
phone: 
emai l :  rosalynn789@hotmail.com 
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Phone Message Received 
Date Received: Thu 02/02/2017 
Patricia Kalka 
Opposed to tra in station and they are concerned about their bui lding being torn down. They 
are 85 years old and don't want to have to deal with this at their advanced age. 
8445 Mare Avenue#102 
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Direct Email Submission 
Denarie Kane 
414 Main Street 
Hobart, IN 46342 

Hammond alternative #2 makes most sense. Do not support maintenance yard in south (near 173rd) 
Hammond - would diminish this higher value area of Hammond. I think weekend service is critical and 
quick travel time is also critical so alternative #2 achieves this best. 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Thu 01/19/2017 1:41 PM 
questions_comments: I am not opposed to the project but I am CERTAINLY opposed with the idea of 
Margo and the subdivision of Westlakes being a corridor to the entry of the parking lot. Many of us 
purchased homes here because it is secluded and safe for the MANY children that live here ! 
Homeowner: yes 
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes 
length_of_time: 12 years 
rea lname: Mary Kate 
addressl: 209 G lastonbury St 
address2: 
city: Munster 
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321 
phone: 2196780051 
ema il: bmkteske@att.net 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Sun 01/22/2017 10:49 PM 
questions_comments: I am for the West Lake Corridor. I l ive in Munster and believe the extension of 
the South Shore will bring much to NWI. My wife works downtown and this would save almost 45 
minutes on her commute every day. I hope that the right precautions will be take to accommodate 
the houses that back up to the train line. I also feel very strongly that there should not be an open 
thoroughfare from a potential parking lot in the dyer station into the West Lakes community in 
Munster. People will use Margo Lane as a shortcut and there are too many families that live along 
that route. I do not like in this neighborhood. Also, I heard there was some reconsidering about having 
a storage facility at the Dyer location and that the trains may just come down from Hammond in the 
morning. Obviously if this is a cost effective option it should be considered. Thank you 
Homeowner: yes 

length_of_time: 3 .5 years 

rea lname: Adam Keefner 

addressl:  1110 Tu l ip Ln 

address2 : 

city: Munster 

state: I N  

zip_code: 46321-3023 

phone: 3122184495 
emai l :  akeefner@gmail.com 
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Direct Email Submission 
Shawn Kelly 
336 S. California Place 
Hobart, IN 46342 

Get it done. It will only improve the quality of life in NWI and strengthen our communities. 
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Direct Email Submission 
John Kennedy 
2809 H ighway Ave, Suite B 
Highland, IN 46323 

Great project that promotes "regionalism." 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Tue 01/17/2017 10:37 AM 
questions_comments: This is a very worthy project. The impact of this project is significant to the 
future of Lake County and the residents of the corridor. My general sense is that this will have a very 
positive impact on areas that we know will be turning over housing from an aging population to the . 
next generation. As this occurs, it will help keep property values high as interested parties will easily 
be able to commute to work. Additionally, the traffic flow, which currently is over stressed, could be 
l ightened or could be reduced as the population demographics change. An excel lent project. 
Homeowner: yes 
l nterested_Stakeholder: yes 
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes 
length_of_time: 5.5 years 
rea lname: Thomas L. Kean 
addressl :  7035 Knickerbocker Pkwy 
address2: 
city: Hammond 
state: I N  
zip_code: 46323 
phone: 
emai l :  tlk091l@yahoo.com 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 8:05 AM 
questions_comments: Do NOT let margo be used as a through street or access road for the train 
station. That would ruin a great kid friendly neiborhood. 
Homeowner: yes 
length_of_time : 1.5 yrs 
rea lname: Josh Kolar 
addressl:  Exeter rd 
address2: 
city: Munster 
state: State 
zip_code: 46321 
phone: 
emai l :  Joshkolar@hotmail.com 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 01/30/2017 2:13 PM 
questions_comments: As a resident in West Lakes Subdivision with a growing family, I am opposed to 
Margo Lane being opened up to connect to the parking lot of the munster/dyer station. This would 
bring an increased traffic flow, majority from from IL. I do not want to worry about my children riding 
their bikes in the neighborhood. I am willing to pay extra to maintain a gated access for West Lakes 
residents only. 
Homeowner: yes 

length_of_time: 

rea lname: Rachel Kolar 

addressl:  124 Exeter DR 

address2: 

city: Munster 

state: I N  

zip_code: 46321 

phone: 7738654638 

emai l :  marvracheljohnson@gmail.com 
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Direct Email Submission 
Bernie Konrady 
3530 Manitou Trail 
Michigan City, IN 46360 

As a native of Gary, Indiana (Lake County), a business owner in Portage, IN (Porter County), and a 
homeowner in Michigan City, IN (LaPorte County). The West Lake Corridor Project and Double 
Tracking is a no brainer corridor to Chicago. It will bring people - people build communities -
communities bring tax base and business - that brings growth - Growth is the Future. "Build it and 
they will come" 
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Direct Email Submission 
Sue Konrady 
3530 Manitou Trail 
Michigan City, IN 46360 

I fully support the West Lake Corridor Project to help increase the opportunity to commute and travel 
throughout the region east and west. I also believe this region would fully compete with the Chicago 
suburbs and enhance the quality of life throughout Northwest Indiana. 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Wed 02/01/2017 6:10 PM 
questions_comments : Retain as much green space as possible at the new Hammond station. Double 

deck the parking lot instead of much larger footprint with single level parking lot. 

Have you considered .fast-track bus service servicing the NWl-Chgoland corridor? Road infrastructure 

already in place to accommodate this method of travel. In addition it's much cheaper and less 

impactful on the environment. 

In regards to the paying for the train, the pie chart diagram indicated that for the 

operation/maintenance, 35% would be paid by the users/ticketed passengers and 65% would be paid 

by the supporting communities. That doesn't seem like a good formula for success. Perhaps it could be 

the other way around. How come the train cannot be self-supporting? Depending on other sources of 

revenue for the O/M of the train is a disaster waiting to happen and it could put the train is a very 

untenable position. Shouldn't those who use the service pay the ful l  freight? Just sayin' and that's my 

2 cents. 

Homeowner: yes 

Business_Owner: yes 

Resident_Project_ Corridor: yes 

length_of_time: 30 yrs homeowner, 25 years business owner 

rea lname: Chuck Kreisl 

address!: 10350 Ca lumet Ave 

address2: 

city: Munster 

state: I N  

zip_code: 46321 

phone: 2197654641 

emai l :  Chuck@CalumetHarlev.com 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Tue 01/10/2017 3:57 PM 
questions_comments: I currently live and own a rental in the West Lake Corridor Project map. I believe 

the ease of access for my renters to access a train is invaluable to property value and security for 

future rental income. My personal home is exactly a mile away from the proposed Munster Ridge 

Road Station and I will become a new rider. My trip to the current stations are about 15 minutes plus 

parking and I might as well drive if I 'm already investing that time. With having a train within walking 

distance or within a 5 minute car ride for my family and I, we will become new riders. Finish this 

extension as quickly as possible. 

Homeowner: yes 

Renter: yes 

length_of_time: 11 years 

rea lname:  Thomas Kuban 

addressl :  2239 Ridgewood Street 

address2 : 

city: H ighland 

state: I N  

zip_code: 46322 

phone: 773-350-6058 

emai l :  tpkubon@gmail.com 
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Direct Email Submission 
Roger Laim 
7492 Biggfor St 
Merrillville, IN 46410 

One of the greatest movements in Northwest Indiana. This should have been started in the 1970's. 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Fri 01/13/2017 8:49 AM 
questions_comments: I own a business and work out of my home. I live in West Lakes subdivision. I 

am very concerned that the extra traffic coming into West Lakes subdivision will destroy my business. 

Thank you, Jeff Lambert 

Homeowner: yes 

Business_Owner: yes 

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes 

Emai l_Notifications: yes 

length_of_time: 17 years 

rea lname: Jeff Lambert 

addressl: 9849 Whitehal l  Garden 

address2 : 

city: Munster 

state: I N  

zip_code: 46321 

phone: 219-924-4414 

emai l :  Bodyscu lpting@comcast.net 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Thu 12/29/2016 4:54 AM 
questions_comments: I live in the West Lakes subdivision in Munster. My home of 17 years is directly 

along the tracks. I would like to know of any impacts the new train line will have on my property. 

Additionally, will there be a connection to the parking lot through the subdivision (Margo Lane)? 

Homeowner: yes 

Business_Owner: yes 

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes 

Emai l_Notifications: yes 

length_of_time: 17 years 

rea lname: Jodi Lambert 

addressl:  9849 Whitehal l  Garden 

address2 : 

city: Munster 

state: I N  

zip_code: 46321 

phone: 219-384-4414 

emai l :  lambertjodi@outlook.com 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 4:19 PM 
questions_comments: I am opposed to the proposed Dyer/Munster Train Station and Dyer Layover 
Facility. It will negatively affect the quality of life to the residents within the surrounding area. 
The proposed station and layover facility will be placed anywhere from approximately 100 ft to 1200 
feet of residential homes, nursing homes, retirement villages and parks. These additions will not only 
bring the repercussions from the trains themselves but also from the enormous increase of vehicle 
traffic for the expected 3000+ daily ridership. This quiet location in the community, obvious by the 
developments within the area, is not a fitting location. The negative affect it would have on the 
quality of life for all those in proximity is as follows: 
Homeowner: yes 
length_of_time: 30 Year Dyer Resident 
rea lname: Cathy La reau  
addressl:  2337 Rol l ing H i l l  Drive 
address2 : 
city: Dyer 
state: I N  
zip_code: 46311 
phone: 
email : fareau7@sbcglobal.net 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 4:19 PM 
questions_comments: 
1) Negative Effects on the Environment 
A) Air Quality 
The increased pollutants from grossly increased traffic and increased coz levels from the locomotives 
will affect the health of the residents. Studies prove that air pollution from traffic has been linked to 
many negative health effects, including: 
• worsening asthma symptoms 
• asthma development in children 
• lung cancer 
• reduced lung function 
• heart disease 
• increased risk of death from heart conditions 
Air pollution may worsen symptoms for people with existing heart and lung conditions. Children and 
elderly are at greatest risk. 
B) Noise Pollution 
Noise pollution adversely affects the lives of mil lions of people. Studies have shown that there are 
direct links between noise and health. Problems related to noise include stress related il lnesses, high 
blood pressure, speech interference, hearing loss, sleep disruption, and lost productivity. Noise 
Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL) is the most common and often discussed health effect, but research has 
shown that exposure to constant or high levels of noise can cause countless adverse health effects. 
Homeowner: yes 
length_ a(_ time: 30 Year Dyer Resident 
rea lname: Cathy Lareau  
addressl: 2337 Roll ing Hi l l  Drive 
address2: 
city: Dyer 
state: I N  
zip_code: 46311 
phone: 
email :  lareau7@sbcglobal.net 



Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 4:19 PM 
questions_comments: 
B) Noise Pollution 
Noise pollution adversely affects the lives of millions of people. Studies have shown that there are 
direct links between noise and health. Problems related to noise include stress related illnesses, high 
blood pressure, speech interference, hearing loss, sleep disruption, and lost productivity. Noise 
I nduced Hearing Loss (NIHL) is the most common and often discussed health effect, but research has 
shown that exposure to constant or high levels of noise can cause countless adverse health effects. 
Homeowner: yes 
length_of_time: 30 Year Dyer Resident 
rea lname:  Cathy Lareau 
addressl :  2337 Rolling Hi l l  Drive 
address2: 
city: Dyer 
state: I N  
zip_code: 46311 
phone: 
emai l :  lareau7@sbcglobal.net 



Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 4:19 PM 
questions_comments: 
3) Safety Concerns 
Drugs are brought in through commuter rails. U.S. Department of Justice I National Intell igence Drug 
Center put out a report "Lake County High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Drug Market Analysis 2010". 
It states: 
• The Lake County HIDTA region-located in Northwest Indiana adjacent to the Chicago, I l l inois, 
metropolitan area-serves principally as a distribution area for Chicago-based traffickers. (See Figure 
1 on page 2.) Mexican drug trafficking organizations (DTOs) store large quantities of i l l icit drugs in the 
urban areas of East Chicago, Gary, and Hammond, Indiana, for regional distribution. In fact, Lake 
County is evolving into a regional storage area for commercial-grade Mexican marijuana. 
• While some local gang leaders have discouraged members from committing violent acts to 
intimidate others or enforce territorial boundaries, violence often results from disputes among street 
gang members over drug distribution territories or during drug and money rip-offs by dealers or 
buyers. Street gang members increasingly seek firearms and ammunition capable of penetrating body 
armor and routinely carry handguns during retai l  drug distribution. 
• Traffickers and abusers routinely use the commuter railway systems that connect Lake County and 
Chicago to buy and sell i l l icit drugs. These systems provide numerous daily departures and arrivals 
between Chicago and the Lake County HIDTA region. Gary's Metro Center Station, in particular, is 
frequently exploited by traffickers and abusers. 
Homeowner: yes 
length_of_time: 30 Year Dyer Resident 
rea lname: Cathy Lareau 
addressl:  2337 Roll ing Hi l l  Drive 
address2: 
city: Dyer 
state: I N  
zip_code: 46311 
phone: 
emai l :  lareau7@sbcglobal.net 



Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 4:19 PM 
questions_comments: 
In conclusion, I believe that this Munster/Dyer plan has the high probability to negatively affect the 
quality of l ife to the residents of Dyer. It is a bedroom community that has achieved favorable 
statuses as the Top 100 Places to Live in the Country, the 9th Safest Place to Live in the State, and the 
15th Best Place for Young Families. 
Thank you for your careful consideration of my comments. 
Homeowner: yes 
length_of _time: 30 Year  Dyer Resident 
rea lname: Cathy Lareau  
addressl :  2337 Rol l ing H i l l  Drive 
address2: 
city: Dyer 
state: I N  
zip_code: 46311 
phone: 
email :  l areau7@sbcglobal . net 



Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Thu 01/19/2017 4:01 PM 
questions_comments: Is there a map that shows what property will be affected ( a taking) of 
individual parcels? 
Homeowner: yes 
Email_Notifications: yes 
length_of_time:  15 years 
realname: Dennis Larson 
addressl :  108 Sa l isbury Drive 
address2 : 
city: Munster 
state: I N  
zip_code :  46321 
phone: 2198082750 
email :  dennis@divcommercial.com 
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Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Sun 02/12/2017 12:07 PM 
Is there a map avai lable of private property residents that wil l  be impacted as far as relocation is 
concerned that is ava i lable for viewing on l ine? 
Gabriella Lattanzi 
glattanzi85@gmail.com 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Thu 01/19/2017 5:09 PM 
questions_comments: What efforts will be made to manage traffic along Broadmoor, especially near 
Eads School? On any given day, it is already difficult to back out of my driveway onto the street 
because of traffic. Many people currently disregard the stop sign at Jackson. While there is a crossing 
guard there for the elementary students, there is not for middle and high school students who catch 
the bus. I have grave concerns about the increased traffic the train will bring with a station right down 
the street. Will there be an increase in the number of police to manage the new amount of cars? What 
happened to the "green space" that was promised with the demolition of the Manor housing? Are we 
sure housing values will increase ... Hammond, Michigan City, and East Chicago don't seem to suppport 
this claim. Where can I find an accurate drawing for the Ridge Road station that shows exactly what 
housing will be impacted? And final ly, why does Munster need 2 stations? Why isn't the station by 
Margo, where minimal housing disruption is forecasted, enough for our town? Than you for your time 
and the opportunity to ask questions. 
Homeowner: yes 
length_of_time: Our family has been here 45 years 
rea lname: Mel issa Lawson 
addressl:  8045 Van Buren Ave. 
address2: 
city: M unster 
state: I N  
zip_code: 46321 
phone: 219-805-8741 
emai l :  Melissamax@sbcglobal.net 
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Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Sat 01/28/2017 1:42 PM 
Hel lo, I was wondering if there wil l  be any jobs ava i lable for this project as I am very interested in 

a nything that may become avai lable . .  Please let me know as I would l ike to get involved in some 

capacity. I live in the Scherervil le area, thank you. 

Lazer Laz 

lazerlaz@sbcglobal .net 
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Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Dear N ICTD West Lake representatives, 
I am against the project, both adding a ra i l  l ine down the abandoned Monon l ine, and adding a station at 
Ridge Road. As a lmost a l ife long resident of that a rea, my focus is the Munster residential area, from 
the Little Ca lumet River to Fisher, along Manor Avenue. It is clear that NICTD is putting my neighborhood 
in ha rm's way, through the proposed West Lake Corridor project, and it is little surprise given the 
reputation  of the operation and maintenance of the existing passenger service ra il l ine. Nonetheless, it 
seems that the opinions from residents don't matter at this point, since the Town of Munster is fu lly 
supporting the West Lake project, so I wil l just add my 2 cents for the record. 
jim levan@yahoo.com 
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Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Federal funding and EIS process: 
There are many th ings wrong with this process and the analysis. To start, this particu lar EIS process 
appears to be used as just a small  hurdle for Federa l funding approval, instead of truly recognizing the 
impacts. Wasn't a properly documented EIS process made a requirement after the un-checked 
expansion of the expressways in the 19SO's and 1960's destroyed and segregated neighborhoods? This 
project wil l  do exactly that, destroy and segregate a Munster neighborhood ! As a Chicago suburb, 
Munster has maintained at least some isolation from the surrounding communities, because it is �nor a 
major hub or center or transportation .  This has been a valuable asset to the residents. Destroying a 
Munster neighborhood for this project should be a last resort, however it seems that many levels of 
government are accepting this and funding this effort. It is clear that lobbyists for communities to the 
south of Munster have successfu l ly pushed the M unster Board to support a project to destroy one of its 
h istoric and proud neighborhoods. This is a blatant misuse of the EIS process, and the residents of this 
Munster neighborhood wil l either suffer, or move 
Hm levan@vahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to proiect.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
TOD: 
I have seen the term TOD (transit oriented deve lopment) used for th is  case, and aga in, misleading. That 
term should normally be used when there is at least active fright traffic, or active commuter traffic, but 
the existing ra i l  traffic here is non-existent. If the ra i l  traffic was part of the existing transportation 
system, then a plan may be developed to improve the area surrounding the station to be more 
commuter friend ly. But again, in this case the area is historic and qu iet, no tra ins, no commuters, so 
applying a TOD means a complete redevelopment, and in this case, destroying a stable Munster 
neighborhood for the profit of others. Terms l ike E IS and TOD are apparently being used to gain more 
federa l  dol lars, whi le confusing the residents. If this project a lready a foregone conclusion, then why ask 
for resident's comments? 
iim levan@yahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Impacts to Residents: 
The abandoned Monon ra i l  l ine is not a good route to bring N ICTD to the south to Dyer. The fright 
ra i lroad has not been used since the 1980's, and the ra i ls were essential ly converted to bike tra i ls. Over 
the past 30 years, or.an entire generation, residents have moved into and grown up around a qu iet 
h istoric neighborhood. The Town's education system is admirable, and the town police have kept the 
area qu ite safe. Many seniors, including my father, have built a life in the area, and planned to retire in 
that qu iet neighborhood. The impacts of imposing in a commuter ra il l ine, with the additional pa rking 
a nd traffic, a re destructive and irreversible. It is absurd to imply that noise levels will not be mitigated 
by the short walls proposed along the tracks. The noise wil l  increase, period, for nearby residents and 
others severa l blocks away. Using another residential a rea as an example of N ICTD's impacts, the area 
from the Hammond station to the Hegewisch station has basica l ly looked like a garbage pit for years, 
a nd is on ly now being cleaned up  as part of the buy-up for the relocated Hammond station.  N ICTD 
should be held responsible to a l l  seniors who wil l  have increased medical conditions over the proposed 
impacts, the construction impacts, the traffic impacts, and the u ltimate decay and mismanagement that 
will fol low. The town would never be the same, and for the worst. 
jim levan@yahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Impacts to Pedestrians: 
N ICTD is a lso putting the residents in harm's way by simply adding l ive tra ins near the bike path, and on 
the school route. Part of the town's residents needs to cross the tracks to get to any school, (grade, 
middle, and high school), and adding live tra ins increases the risks to non-commuter pedestrians 
enormously. The "little" tunnel north of Broad moor (the cu lvert) is mostly for children west of the tracks 
to get to Eads Elementary School east of the tracks. It is more-or-less, a safe route to school, which was 
made safer by the discontinuance of freight tra ins. 
jim levan@yahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Impacts to Traffic: 
As for traffic impacts, the traffic analysis in the E IS is insufficient. Under current conditions, Ridge Road is 
a l ready gridlocked in peak hours from Ca lumet to Hohman Avenue, and N ICTD is proposing adding a 
commuter parking lot right in the middle, at the traffic signa l  'couple' at Harrison. Ridge Road is normal ly 
backed up in peak times every day now. Adding a active RR crossing and the NICTD parking lot is not 
feasible as shown, and needs to show further improvements. G iven the multiple traffic signals on Ridge 
Road (from Hohman to Ca lumet), which are already at capacity, traffic exiting that station at a peak time 
would just gridlock. And if this is a true multi-modal "TOD" improvement, buses should be added, 
further blocking traffic. 
Ridge Road is the major East-West route, with Broadmoor as a grade separated a lternate route to the 
north. Broad moor will be picking up additional  overflow traffic, and should be ana lyzed at part of the 
overa l l  traffic impacts. Unfortunately, the Broad moor and Manor intersection has major geometric 
restrictions, and may have l imitations for improvement. Possible pa rking is a lso noted on Manor, where 
the homes have been recently removed, so Manor may also see increased traffic. 
The main traffic routes for First Responder vehicles in Munster a re a long Ridge Road and along Ca lumet, 
a nd both have EVP which may help with grid locked traffic, but the proposed RR crossing wil l override 
the EVP ! Broadmoor may become the a lternate ambulance crossing to the north, since it is grade 
separated, but the hospital is to the south, so is out of the way. And Broadmoor may not have clearance 
for fire trucks. Fisher will have an  at-grade crossing, so neither alternate route is ideal. 
jim levan@yahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nktdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Impacts to Traffic Signals / Parking Lot: 
Back in the 70's or BO's, when the Monon line was active, Manor Avenue was spl it at Ridge Road and did 
not have a traffic signa l .  There used to be Munster Lumber between Manor and the RR on  the south 
side of Ridge Road. Once the Munster Lumber property was redeveloped, and Manor Avenue was l ined 
up across Ridge Road, it did not take long for more through traffic to develop, and a traffic signal was 
added. Th is basica l ly made a "third" traffic signa l  in a row, if you count the 2 at Ha rrison .  There are 2 
signals at Harrison since that intersection is split. The proposed N ICTD parking lot is uti l izing the traffic 
signal  for the north leg of Harrison, but this may be a misuse of a split traffic signa l .  The north leg of 
Harrison has a lmost no traffic, most of the traffic comes from the gas station on the south leg, however, 
there are many access points, so traffic does not queue very much at that signa l .  The N ICTD driveway is 
shown to have one access on Ridge Road, and Ridge Road as it is (with the many traffic signals) cannot 
handle that constra ined flow of a high traffic generator. There is simply not enough capacity for traffic to 
d issipate quick enough. Traffic wil l  h it Hohman Avenue to the west, and Ca lumet to the east, and 
gridlock. This may a lso cause q ueueing over the active ra i l  crossing, increasing the l ikel ihood of 
vehicle/tra in accidents. 
iim levan@yahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Impacts to Traffic flow / Parking Lot: 
The westbound stop-bar of the signal ized intersection at Manor would have to move east over the 
proposed RR crossing, which does several th ings. One is that it requires longer yellow and red times to 
clear the crossing, which is lost time and causes lower LOS. Again, the corridor does not have that 
capacity. Another issue is the reduced traffic storage a long Ridge Road. When the widening project was 
completed on Ridge Road (in 2000ish), the turn lane storage lengths were sub-standard, but they were 
accepted given the current developments. The left turning traffic for the proposed N ICTD parking lot 
wil l  exceed the storage lengths in the turning and through lanes, blocking effective movements. The 
effects of this parking lot a re going to be fe lt from Hohman Avenue to Ca lumet, if not beyond. The 
intersection of Ridge Rd and Ca lumet (the main intersection in Munster), is a lready very under-designed 
and under-capacity. 
As another location, south a long Calumet Ave is another at-grade crossing which often blocks traffic 
making long queues. A grade separation has been proposed at that location for many years. If (or when) 
that grade separation is ever completed, traffic on Ca lumet wil l l ikely increase. Ca lumet a lso has an 
interchange with 1-80/94, further adding to the existing congestion. With the addition of a N ICTD parking 
lot(s), traffic ca lming (such as cutting off access, or making one way streets, etc . )  would be necessary on 
some of the local street network to avoid N ICTD commuter traffic cutting through residentia l areas. 
Unfortunately, such measures will remove some of the 'bypass' cha racteristics of the 'grid' network, 
u ltimately making traffic worst. 
jim levan@yahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Impacts to Util ities: 
Note that in the N IPSCO utility corridor just south of Fisher (which is not marked on the plan), the 
pipel ines have just been upgraded, which are believed to be 24" or so. The RR is shown adding fi l l  on 
those pipelines, and not clear if that is acceptable. There are a lso high-tension towers, and the RR profi le 
is going up, which may have clea rance issues. 
jim levan@vahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Rebui lding the Infrastructure/ Rai l-bed: 
The reta ining block walls a long Broad moor obviously wil l need to be removed, as they were not 
designed to hold up ra i l  traffic. Those were installed when the bike path was added. Those were 
probably paid by a bike path grant, and are obviously on RR property, but hopefully can offer some 
salvage va lue back to the Town. That aside, the existing track bed a lso does not account for the poles 
and towers for the high voltage wires. There will need to be complete reconstruction of the track bed, 
and clea ring of all trees and brush, which now offer a buffer to the residents. The impacts of track, 
bridge, and crossing construction wil l  be enormous, and once in operation, the commuters will a l l  be 
looking right into the residents back yards. No proposed buffer will be able to mitigate the visua l and 
noise i mpacts to the adjacent residents. 
jim levan@vahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Track design & maintenance: 
NICTD has been showing some incompetence recently, with a reduced fleet due to maintenance issues, 
and a disrespect for passengers in regard to operations. The proposed track design of the West Lake 
route is incredibly un-defendable given the amount of proposed grade changes and horizontal curves 
from Hammond to Dyer. Having been stranded for 5 hours on a frozen l ine was unacceptable and 
deplorable, and was ful ly aware that the issue was d irectly due to the approach grade of the newly 
reconstructed Torrence Avenue bridge. There was noth ing old about that track design, yet it took 3 
attempts to cross the bridge with low power, after which the overcrowded tra in was tota lly stranded in 
icy conditions. I n  short, the hundreds of passengers were used as guinea pigs in this situation, as there is 
apparently no other process to check for track and wire conditions in hazardous weather conditions. I n  
addition, NICTD recently had to take cars off of trains due to flat wheels, and some cars have not yet 
returned to the trains.  Given a l l  this, it can only be presumed that after the initial investment, that the 
Munster corridor wil l  go into decay in 10 years, as funding for maintenance will have to compete with 
the rest of NICTD's capita l equipment. 
jim levan@yahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Alternate Rail Routes: 
Back in 1998, when this same West Lake corridor study was proposed, (and dropped), the same route 
down to Dyer was a lso presented. But at that time, three a lternate south & east extensions where a lso 
shown on the map.  These were: 1) using a CSX l ine to Cedar Lake & Lowel l, or 2) using a CR l ine to Crown 
Point, or 3) using a CN l i ne to Valpo, north of Rte 30. It is assumed that those were not shown on this 
2016 study on purpose, that they may a lter the chance of federa l  funding. However, those proposed 
route extensions pose the same questions that were probably asked in 1998, namely: Is Dyer the final 
destination, or  is it destinations further east? Why not investigate the NS RR l ine between M unster and 
H ighland, just west of Kennedy? This route has MUCH less residential impacts, and if the u ltimate 
destination is further east, then it makes MUCH more sense to show it. Has the NS already objected to 
this route? Why punish M unster residents, just to add a route to Dyer, then come back in the future and 
add destinations to the east. G iven the additional  a lternates shown on the old study map, this current 
E IS may be an incomplete or misleading O/D study and should be denied by the Feds pending further 
investigation.  
jim levan@yahoo.com 



Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 2:29 PM 
Thank  you, 
Jim LeVan 
Home owner in  the project area. 
This opinion also supported by Arthur Levan 
An additiona l  home owner in  the project a rea. 
2 votes for no. 
jim levan@yahoo .com 



Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Fri 02/10/2017 10:47 AM 
questions_comments: How is this going to affect my property value? 

How is this going to affect the amount of vehicle traffic on Margo? 

How is this going to affect the crime rate? (auto thefts, burglaries, and criminal mischiefs) 

Resident_Project_ Corridor: yes 

length_of_time: 9 years 

rea lname: James Lietz 

address!:  232 Knightbridge Pl .  

address2: 

city: MUNSTER 

state: I N  

zip_code: 46321 

phone: 2198088963 

emai l :  jac687291@comcast.net 
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Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Fri 01/27/2017 12:32 PM 
q uestions_comments: In no way shape or form do I want any part of this project to have direct 

through access to Seminary Drive (the street I live on). Through access on Seminary Drive provides NO 

positive benefits to the residents of the Meadows subdivision. 

Homeowner: yes 

length_of_time: 18 years 

rea lname:  Tim Lilek 

addressl: 664 Seminary drive 

address2: 

city: Dyer 

state: I N  

zip_code: 46311  

phone: 

emai l :  Tli lek@flash . net 

MJEAN
Typewritten Text
Comment ID No. 00209



Phone Message Received 

Date Received: Fri 01/13/2017 

From: 219-931-5277 

Rick LoMal ly 

4530 Sheffield 

Question regard ing proposed roundabouts. Please ca l l .  
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