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SOURCE: ESRI 2014. 

Figure 7.4-1: Section 4(f) Resources 
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7.4.1.3 Resource 3 – Erie Lackawanna Trail 

The Erie Lackawanna Trail is a 17-mile-long multi-use trail—the longest continuous trail in Northwest 
Indiana. In Hammond, the trail is approximately 4.5 miles long. The northern end of the trail begins at 
Dan Rabin Plaza on Sibley Street in Hammond, and runs south through the communities of Highland, 
Griffith, Schererville, and Crown Point, where it terminates at Summit Street. In the Study Area, the 
trail consists of a paved, maintained thoroughfare for use by bicyclists and pedestrians. The portion of 
the trail in Hammond is within its own ROW, adjacent to NICTD’s ROW (see Figure 7.4-2). 
 

 
SOURCE: AECOM 2014. 

Figure 7.4-2: Erie Lackawanna Trail in Hammond at Douglas Street 

7.4.1.4 Resource 4 – O.K. Champion Building 

The Champion Potato Machinery Company, which later became O.K. Champion, was one of the 
pioneering industries in Hammond. Otto Knoerzer founded the company in 1897 when he invented 
the Champion Potato Digger. The O.K. Champion Building was constructed in an industrial vernacular 
style between 1905 and 1914. It is associated with a significant period of industrial growth in 
Hammond in the early twentieth century. The O.K. Champion Building is significant under NRHP 
Criterion A for its association with Hammond’s manufacturing industry, the role the company played in 
the development and prosperity of the local community, and as a pioneering Hammond industry. The 
O.K. Champion Building retains its integrity of location, design, workmanship, materials, association, 
setting, and feeling (see Figure 7.4-3). The property, consisting of 2.3 acres along Sheffield Avenue, 
is eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A. 
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SOURCE: AECOM 2015. 

Figure 7.4-3: Two-story Section of the O.K. Champion Building (view southeast) 

7.4.1.5 Resource 5 – Federal Cement Tile Company 

The Federal Cement Tile Company plant is a 20.8-acre, industrial property with numerous buildings 
and structures constructed in an industrial vernacular style. Federal Cement Tile Company 
manufactured steel and concrete roof slabs, wall plates, floors, and other construction materials. At 
least four of the buildings remaining extant on the parcel appear to have been part of the original 1909 
plant construction. The Federal Cement Tile Company plant is significant under NRHP Criterion A for 
its association with Hammond’s industrial history and the key role the company played in the 
development and prosperity of Hammond and the surrounding areas. The property retains most of its 
original buildings as well as its original footprint, and it retains its location, design, workmanship, 
materials, association, setting, and feeling (see Figure 7.4-4). The property is eligible for the NRHP 
under Criterion A. 
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SOURCE: Google Earth 2016. 

Figure 7.4-4: Federal Cement Tile Company, Present Day 

7.4.1.6 Resource 6 – Burnham Greenway 

The Burnham Greenway is an 11-mile multi-use trail that primarily uses a former railroad ROW to link 
Chicago to Lansing, Illinois (see Figure 7.4-5). Within the Study Area, the trail is incomplete, forming 
what is known locally as the Burnham Greenway gap, a 2-mile section where the existing network of 
railroads, utility lines, and other development pose challenges to completing the greenway. Closing 
the gap is one of a number of Green Legacy Projects being pursued by the Burnham Plan Centennial 
to continue to expand the green vision of the Plan of Chicago, as set in motion 100 years ago by 
Daniel Burnham. To close the gap, a partnership among the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR), the Village of Burnham, Openlands and ComEd, with support from the Exelon Foundation is 
working toward the goal of building an elevated structure over the existing IHB/CSX freight lines. This 
bridge would carry the trail. 
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SOURCE: Google Streetview 2015. 

Figure 7.4-5: Burnham Greenway at State Street 

7.4.2 Resources for Which Joint Planning Applies 

7.4.2.1 Resource 7 – Monon Trail 

The Monon Trail is a multi-use trail that occupies NICTD’s ROW in the City of Hammond from Sibley 
Street south to the Munster border at the Little Calumet River (see Figure 7.4-6). In Munster, the 
Monon Trail continues south alongside Manor Avenue in the Town of Munster to its terminus at Fisher 
Street. The Hammond portion of the trail is 3.6 miles long; the Munster portion is approximately 1.6 
miles long. The trail consists of a paved, maintained thoroughfare for use by bicyclists and 
pedestrians. The Hammond portion is operated by the City of Hammond; the portion in Munster is 
operated by the Town of Munster. 

 
SOURCE: AECOM 2014. 
Figure 7.4-6: Monon Trail in Hammond near Conkey Street 
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SOURCE: INDNR Indiana Trails Inventory 2016. 

Figure 7.5-1: Location of West Lakes Park 
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SOURCE: INDNR Indiana Trails Inventory 2016. 

Figure 7.5-2: Location of West Lakes Park, Pennsy Greenway, and Monon Trail 
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SOURCE: INDNR Indiana Trails Inventory 2016. 

Figure 7.5-3: Location of the Monon Trail  
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SOURCE: INDNR Indiana Trails Inventory 2016. 

Figure 7.5-4: Location of the Monon Trail (cont.) 
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