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Figure 4.2-1: Existing Land Uses in the Study Area
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Figure 4.2-2: Existing Land Uses along the Existing MED/SSL

4.2.3.2 Land Use Plans and Development Projects

The long-range vision for land use and development in the Study Area is articulated in the master
plans for each jurisdiction. The potential for land use change is reflected in the planned and
programmed development projects within the Study Area. For this analysis, such projects include
those that have municipal or county endorsement, are in the pipeline to acquire development/zoning
approval, or are under construction. The master plans that encompass the Study Area are
summarized below:

% Dyer: The Town of Dyer Comprehensive Plan (Dyer 2012): The plan includes a policy of
maintaining the current patterns of land use with over 50 percent of the community in residential
use. It also notes the need to plan to enhance the transportation system in anticipation of
commuter rail service, primarily by making the existing system more multi-modal and with greater
connectivity. A Dyer Amtrak Station site, which is in the Study Area, is designated on the future
land use plan with mixed use development surrounding it.

% Munster: A Vision for the 21* Century: 2010 Comprehensive Plan (Munster 2010): The plan
focuses on sustainable growth of which a sound and strong transit system is seen as a critical
part. The plan directly supports a new West Lake Line with a Munster/Dyer Main Street Station
location and proposes transit-oriented development (TOD) to complement this.
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Figure 4.5-1: General Neighborhood Locations in the Study Area
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Figure 4.5-2: General Neighborhood Locations along the Existing MED/SSL

4.5.3.2 Community Resources

Community resources are facilities that provide a broad spectrum of services for public benefit and
contribute to a sense of place, including civic, educational, and health care services; religious and
cultural institutions; and public open space. There are more than 100 community resources including
parks located wholly or partially within the Study Area. Table 4.5-1 provides a summary of the number
of community resources by type located in the Study Area. They are shown on Figure 4.5-3 and

Figure 4.5-4.
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Figure 4.5-3: Community Resources in the Study Area

m’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page 4-32 December 2016
A



NICID Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation

Community Facility
@ Cemetery
@ Education Facility

° Eme_rgem:y B
Services Facility
Government Facility
Industrial Park

Library

Medical Facility

@ 0 0O 0o e

Museum

Recreational Facility
/ Park

© Religious Facility

Source: CMAP/NIRPC

West Lake Corridor Project:
Millennium Station Extension

) Existing Station

South Shore Line

Metra

Interstate Freeway

\ o 0.5 1 @
| | —0iles

HE RGN
SOURCE: CMAP 2010; NIRPC 2010.

Figure 4.5-4: Community Resources along the Existing MED/SSL

Parking for the Munster Ridge Road Station would require acquisition of a cluster of 18 single-family
homes at the end of Garfield Avenue, which would have a direct but limited effect on neighborhood
cohesion due the abundance of homes in the neighborhood. Station parking would create localized
noise, traffic, safety, light, and glare impacts, which would affect nearby housing.

The proposed South Hammond Station would not displace any homes or businesses. It would,
however, create a visual barrier between the neighborhoods on either side of the tracks, creating a
minor effect. The station parking would be located near small-lot houses, and would create localized
noise, light, and glare impacts.

The Hammond Gateway Station would be constructed in an urban neighborhood as part of a joint
facility with a relocated SSL Hammond Station. The proposed station would require some
displacements of homes and businesses, but this is not expected to create a gap in the neighborhood
cohesion, and there are no anticipated impacts to quality of life due to the presence of an active rail
line and the urban nature of the neighborhoods in this portion of the Study Area. The proposed station
would be coordinated with Hammond’s Chicago Street Widening and Reconstruction Project.

The North Hammond Maintenance Facility would displace six residences, four industrial properties,
and one business. No impacts on neighborhood cohesion or changes in quality of life are anticipated.
There would be some lost opportunity to redevelop existing land where the maintenance facility is
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Architectural APE face north, south, or west, which is away from the proposed alignment to the east.
The NEPA Preferred Alternative is not expected to diminish the integrity of the NRHP-eligible District
and the Project would have no adverse effect on the historic qualities that make the Harrison Park
Historic District eligible for the NRHP.

The Dyer Boulevard Historic District is also adjacent to the NEPA Preferred Alternative, and two of the
district’s contributors are within the Architectural APE. The proposed NEPA Preferred Alternative
alignment would be within the former Monon Railroad corridor that was developed with a railroad in
this location from 1882. Because the contributing buildings were constructed in the early twentieth
century, the railroad was part of the district’s historic setting, and construction of the Project would be
compatible with the historic use of the corridor. The NEPA Preferred Alternative would alter the
current setting and views east of the District, which now includes the shared-use path constructed in
2012. The District is oriented with a focus on Dyer Boulevard, which is perpendicular to the NEPA
Preferred Alternative alignment, and whose primary contributors face north or south, not towards the
Project corridor to the east. The NEPA Preferred Alternative is not expected to diminish the integrity of
the NRHP-eligible District and the Project would have no adverse effect on the historic qualities that
make the Dyer Boulevard Historic District eligible for the NRHP.

The remaining historic properties in the Architectural APE south of Willow Court include the Straube
Piano Company, the Minas Parking Garage, Hotel Hammond, and the P.H. Mueller Sons Hardware
Building. These have previously altered settings, and the introduction of new infrastructure would not
alter character-defining features of these properties, and would not result in adverse effects.

The proposed North Hammond Maintenance Facility and the
Hammond Gateway Station would result in the demolition of a
historic property, the O.K. Champion Building. Through =
demolition, the NEPA Preferred Alternative would result in an '
adverse effect to this historic property.

In addition, the Simplex Railway Appliance Company and
Hammond, Whiting, and East Chicago Railway Building are
within the Architectural APE of the proposed Hammond
Gateway Station, the North Hammond Maintenance Facility, a
parking lot, and other features associated with the Project.
These properties have substantially altered settings due to 0.K. Champion Building
modern development that does not date to their respective

periods of significance, and the introduction of new infrastructure would not alter character-defining
features of these properties or diminish their integrity. The NEPA Preferred Alternative would not
result in adverse effects to these properties.

SOURCE: AECOM 2015

Archaeological Resources

Based on the studies conducted for the NEPA Preferred Alternative, no archaeological resources that
are historic properties were identified in the Archaeological APE. The majority of the Indiana portion of
the Archaeological APE is unlikely to have intact, subsurface archaeological resources due to
previous modern disturbance and development in the Archaeological APE. Additional survey may be
warranted to verify disturbance prior to construction and would be conducted during the Engineering
phase when more information on the Project design is determined. Additionally, the Munster/Dyer
Main Street Layover Facility portion of the Archaeological APE in Dyer, Indiana, located to the east of
the existing CSX freight line, was not subject to formal, systematic survey due to a lack of landowner
permissions. This portion of the Archaeological APE appears to warrant systematic Phase |
archaeological survey due to its lack of prior modern disturbance. A Phase | archaeological survey
would be conducted during the Engineering phase when more information on the Project design is
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determined. For the NEPA Preferred Alternative, there would be no archaeological historic properties
affected.

Commuter Rail Alternative Options

Historic Architectural Resources

For all Commuter Rail Alternative Options, the potential impacts south of Willow Court would be the
same as those described for the NEPA Preferred Alternative. Therefore, all Commuter Rail Alternative
Options would result in no adverse effects on historic properties south of Willow Court. In the
Architectural APE north of Willow Court in Hammond, all Commuter Rail Alternative Options would
have an additional impact on the Federal Cement Tile
Company. The alternative includes a flyover structure to
carry the alignment through Hammond to the Indiana- o
lllinois state line. As a result of this action, the Federal e
Cement Tile Company would be demolished. This would
result in an adverse effect to the historic property.

Archaeological Resources

The archaeological effects described for the NEPA
Preferred Alternative would be similar for Commuter Rail
Alternative Options 1 and 3 in Indiana. No additional effects
are anticipated. For Commuter Rail Alternative Options 2
and 4, the Munster/Dyer Main Street Station and parking Federal Cement Tile Co. and
portion of the Archaeological APE in Indiana located to the Storage Building & Coal Room
west of the existing CSX freight line was subject to formal,

systematic survey and no archaeological resources were found at that location. Therefore, no further
work would be necessary in that portion of the Archaeological APE. The archaeological effects
described for the NEPA Preferred Alternative would be the same for all Commuter Rail Alternative
Options in lllinois.

SOURCE: AECOM 2015

IHB Alternative Options

Historic Architectural Resources

For all IHB Alternative Options, the no adverse effect findings south of Willow Court would be the
same as those for the Commuter Rail Alternative. All IHB Alternative Options would have no impacts
on historic properties north of Willow Court.

Archaeological Resources

The archaeological effects described for the NEPA Preferred Alternative would be the similar for the
IHB Alternative Options in Indiana. No additional effects are anticipated. In lllinois, while the majority
of the proposed alignment of the IHB Alternative Options would have no effect on the archaeological
resources, further archaeological study is warranted and anticipated regarding previously-recorded
Site 11Ck247 in Beaubien Forest Preserve in lllinois. Coordination with the Forest Preserve District of
Cook County to discuss Site 11Ck247 and the IHB ROW is anticipated if any of the IHB Alternative
Options are advanced.
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Table 4.7-1: Summary of Project Visual Quality and Viewer Sensitivity

Jurisdiction | Corridor Geography | Description | Visual Quality | Viewers
Dyer Dyer Study Area Portion | Mediurgensity suburban residentiaMedium .'?f;\;g?er;gal; Roadway g
Mediundensity suburban residential
interspersed from south to north with an Residential; Monon Tt
Munster Study Area Port|amdustrial park, golf course, and theLowMedium UsersRoadway
Monon Trail along the proposed Travelers

alignment

Munster/Dyer MaintenangAgricultural field; single family homes Residential; Roadway

and/or Layover Facility |adjacent to maintenance site. owMedium Travelers
Munster

Vacant site with new streptanned

Munster/Dyer Main Streetsubdivision yebsily undeveloped. L . Residential; Roadway

. wMedium

Station Homes face away from the propos &d Travelers
alignment

Munster Ridge Road Stafi rcl)mmerC|aI intersection wlth vaniaqus, e dium Commercial; Roadway
restaurants and small businesses, Travelers
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