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NORTHERN INDIANA COMMUTER TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT

WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

JANUARY 18, 2017
6:30 P.M.
WASHINGTON IRVING ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4727 PINE AVENUE, HAMMOND, IN 46327

Verbatim Stenographic and Transcription Services of

Public Meeting provided by:

KATHY CORTOPASSI, RPR, RMR, CRR, CCP, CBC
Voice to Print Captioning

9800 Connecticut Drive

Crown Point, IN 46307

866-523-5359

www.volcetoprint.com

kathy.cort@voicetoprint.com
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Comment ID No. 00444 2

My name is Leon Gamino. Leegam@att.net. Phone
number 21-659-1666.

I'm a Hammond resident. To me, this is just window
dressing unless they want to have —-- unless they're going to
talk about a referendum. If there's no referendum on this
thing, this is for show and it means absolutely nothing to
the publie.

It just seems like they're going to ram this thing down
everybody's throat without any kind of a process to give the
residents here some kind of say on whether or not they pay
for this thing or not. Without a referendum, this means
absolutely nothing. It's just something to make it look,
their PR to make it look like they actually care about the
input of the residents in this community. And that's pretty
much it. I think we should have a say so on this.

From what they're giving me here, I don't know what any
of this stuff means. As far as I'm concerned, with no
further information than this, it's a thumb's up or thumb's
down thing. I say vote no on it. Until we know what this
thing entails, why is this good for Hammond residents? The
average median income in this community is probably like
$40,000, and we're going to go ahead and go on the hook for
$30 million so people that live out in Dyer with twice the
annual income can commute back and forth without having to

drive up here? What's the upside on in? I don't see it.
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And this doesn't really explain to me, it doesn't tell
me anything. This is just a bunch of gobbledygook on
different ways that they're going to ram this thing through.
It's like a kid telling you "well, Dad, tell you what. You
don't have to buy me the Lexus, I'll settle for a Hyundai."

That's all this is.
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Comment ID No. 00441

4
Donna Dunn. I live at 2837 171st Street in Hammond.
This train 1s not needed. If it was needed, the people

would be asking for it instead of the politicians ramming it
down our throats.

This money, this billion dollars could be spent better
on our schools, on our residents, on our roads. There's
many things that this money could be spent on. This should
have been put in front of a referendum and so that the
people decide how they want their tax money spent. The only
reason this train project is even as far along as it is 1is
because of the Lake County Option Income Tax. Our tax money
is going for this train. We pay for it. Our kids will pay
for it and our grandkids will pay for it.

It is not going to create that many Jjobs. There will
only be maybe 50 permanent jobs. The same people that
promised us 80,000 jobs when the airport runway expansion
are the same people promising us tens of thousands of jobs
now with this train. The track record, not that good. We
don't have any new jobs at the airport.

We currently have —-- they keep saying that we need
more —-- a route to Chicago. We already have a route to
Chicago. Hammond has a station, East Chicago has a station,
Gary has a station. There is three stations in this county
already. There 1s absolutely no economic development around

any of those stations.
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Let's have some economic development around the
stations that we currently have. Let's build them up first.
Let's rehab those neighborhoods.

The time to do this project was 30 years ago. By the
time this project is done, people will be having autonomous
cars. There's already autonomous trucks. This is
100-year-old technology. We need to be looking to the

future, not to the past.
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Comment ID No. 00436

6
Jeff Cipowski. Jcipowski@aol.com.
I'm in support of the train and its current route. The
only opinion that I have is the parking lot for the
Munster/Dyer Main Street station. I currently live in West

Lakes, and the design shows an outlet into our subdivision
to access the parking lot. And then it shows an outlet into
the subdivision to our south.

Currently, the West Lake subdivision, there's traffic
issues currently with that road. There's about another 75
lots to be developed in that subdivision, which would
create just strictly more traffic just for the residents.

The traffic flow pattern through the subdivision would
not be, let's say, in the best interest of those that live
there.

Currently, in the evenings, there's a large backup of
traffic on Glenwood-Lansing Road and Calumet Avenue turning
south to go to Dyer and St. John. And I feel that if they
find out that that road is open, even if it is a parking
lot, that traffic not only to the train but traffic cutting
through to get to the south would be increased at such
levels that the subdivision would be, I guess, I don't know
what the term is, overwhelmed.

So I don't have any opposition to the train or the
station or the parking lot. I just feel that the best

interest of the residents that live to the north and to the
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south of that parking lot, that access to their subdivision

to their parking lot is not in their best interest.
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Comment ID No. 00435 8

Tom Chocholek. I live at 1732 Stanton Avenue. It's
in Hammond, but it's a Whiting, Indiana, post office because
of the post office exchange there. My home phone is
219~659=T7243,

The first thing I'll say, for nine miles of track at a
cost of $600 million and then some, to me that's just
ludicrous. There's got to be some other alternative.

My question is —-- and I said this to Michael Nolan, the
CEO there of the South Shore, President, I said, "How did
you guys conduct your study?" And then he told me about all
these different federal requirements, which I don't really
understand. I said, "Did anybody go down to the Hammond
station or the Roxanna station and actually take a count as
the people pulled in before they boarded 'the train, asked
them, are you from Hammond? Are you from Munster? Are you
from Dyer?' To see exactly what the ridership total is from
your area?"

Because the warrant is $600 million, 9-mile track, and
you only got, say, 20 to 30 riders daily from that neck of
the woods, you can jﬁst have buses bus them into Hammond and
then take the South Shore. That's just my opinion because
we're using Taxpayer money to fund this, and that's a pretty
steep price tag, as far as I'm concerned, for 9 miles of
road.

The other thing is: Why wasn't this put out for a
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referendum for the people to vote on in the area since it'
affecting us? And we're using our tax dollars, too.

I think that's it. I think I got it all covered.

If I had to choose one, there's four options there.
The one that's going through Hammond, and I look at that,
don't know how the price tag varies on each option, I'm
being quite frank, from what I looked at, I tell you what,

really kind of like that IHB alternative.
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Comment ID No. 00455A 10

My name is John Schreiner. Contact information is
email address pilgriml20@SBCglobal.net.

Yeah, this expansion line will directly affect my
neighborhood. It's a lot of money. I don't think we really
need to be spending that money for that when they can use
other alternate means of transporting the people, like buses
is a good suggestion to get them to the existing stations.

And they said there were overcrowded conditions at the
parking lots. Hegewisch has gobs of room there available
for people to park. Hammond, the other stations might have
problems, but Hegewisch is open.

And I'd like to see them spend the money, instead, on
maintaining the service that exists and maintaining the
train, coaches and equipment. Right now, they're running
short on some of the train cars, trains shorted some cars
because they're in for repairs. And they also have problems

keeping things on time.

Example is last Thursday, we had the ice storm. I was
stuck on the Sunrise Express. It was standing room only. I
got on in Hegewisch. I was stuck on the train for five

hours. And the train just ran back and forth past the

Hegewisch station twice and it never made it up to Chicago.
It stopped going around the bend before it got to the Metro
lines; And it said we can't go any further because of the

icing on the lines and on the [] pannographs. Conditions
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were just deplorable. We weren't given regular updates. We
weren't even given opportunities to exit the train as it
went back and forth from the Hegewisch station, trying to
knock ice off the lines. And all the people were just
prisoners on the train for five hours. And there was just a
big fiasco. They could improve the service, plan better,
and allow for these things.

Once we were stuck there, they said they were going to
send a diesel to push the train back to Hegewisch. An hour
or so later, the diesel never showed up and the train just
hobbled back to Hegewisch train station. And we had to wait
for the trains that were stationed at the Hegewisch train
station to go, that were planning on following us up to
Chicago because they couldn't move forward because we
couldn't move forward. It was just one big mess. They
could start planning a little bit better the maintenance and
the service.

Thank you.

I prefer a no-build g;gion and leaving things just the

way they are and scrapping the idea of the existing

extending the line to Dyer and Munster. Thank you very
much. (;:
I've been riding the line for 30 years. I am a 30-year

veteran passenger retiring this year, so I know what I'm

talking about of having to stand at the stations in the
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middle of the cold weather and they say the train's coming
in 10 minutes and it doesn't show up for 20 or 25.

And they're just not relating well, communicating to
the people. Plus, when you call the South Shore, all you
get are messages to leave messages rather than talking to

individuals.
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Comment ID No. 00453 13

My name is Walter Matthew Rogers. My contact info is
20 Indy-Illi Parkway, Hammond, 46324. My email is
w.matthew.rogersl@gmail.com.

According to the plan as it now stands, all wetlands
will be replaced. My request and suggestion is that in the
same way all trees will be replaced. Any tree that is cut
down should be replaced somewhere else.

If some part of a greenway has to be removed for
parking, please make sure that it is absolutely essential
and that there are no other alternatives.

Every tree is a life. They are no less essential than
wetlands. It is only a matter of perspective.

As the plan now stands, the beltway from 173rd down to
165th will remain largely intact, but the thousand-space
parking lot seems excessive, and it does cut into one of the
few green beltways we have in Hammond.

My comment is intended to raise the sensitivity to the
trees and other life that are already there right now.

My suggestion goes one step further than protection.
Let's not only protect what we have and replace what we must
take away, but let's use this opportunity to beautify what
we have. That same beltway, for example, between 173rd and
165th could be made so much more beautiful with just a
little bit of care. All we need is to clean it and to keep

it clean. It wouldn't take anything to create just a small
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walking path for residents to truly enjoy.

If you want an example of how this kind of thing can
really generate beauty in a community, all you have to do is
go to the North Shore of Chicago and see what they've done
with the Greenbay Trail. That trail is an essential element
to the property and the value of those communities. This is
a chance for NICTD to create the same kind of value at the
same time that they are creating a new train line.

I think this would make NICTD a hero instead of someone
trying to balance all of the opposing interests. If we just
paid attention to the life of trees, as a metaphor, and also
as a practical solution, this whole project will take on a
new face for everyone involved.

As a last comment, I noticed that there is also federal
funding opportunities here going side by side with the
railway. For instance, the Recreation Trail Program offered
under the U.S. Department of Transportation directs us to
the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, who has a
million dollars grant for the Recreational Trails Program
for our state. This is a perféct.tie—in. NICTD doesn't
have to even pay for it all themselves. They can
create beautiful greenbelts with the help of other money
outside of their own budget.

So thank you for your time and attention to this.

As far as my preference for the four plans, I think
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your proposed alternative is the best. It has the least
damage to all of the environmental issues I'm talking about.

I think your thousand-space parking lot is a bit
over—-the-top, but that can be hopefully remedied through
other situations. And perhaps even purchasing other land
for parking rather than the land directly along the

greenbelt.
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Comment ID No. 00437
16

Luis €ollazg,

219-902-3304.

My question is in this whole ordeal, we have been told
how the project is going, is progressing, but yet the
homeowners that are going to be losing the properties have
not been given any type of information as far as when will
we be acquiring your proéerty? And at what value? Any kind
of information in that manner. It's just been about them,
them and them. How pretty, you know, our train is going to
look and how much revenue is going to produce. But, yet,
there's gquite a bit of people that will be losing their
property, but they say nothing about that.

And it would have been nicer if they would have had
more information on that behalf.

I don't want any of their options.

(Which were all the proceedings had at such

time and date.)

RS SRS SS SRR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE]
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STATE OF INDIANA )

COUNTY OF LAKE )

Within and for the County of Lake and State of Indiana,
do hereby certify that heretofore, to wit, On the 19th day
of January, 2017, that the Testimony given at the Public
Meeting on the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District West Lake Corridor Project was stenographically
recorded and afterwards transcribed upon a computer
personally by me, and that the foregoing is a true and
correct transcript of said testimony.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and

seal this 23rd day of January, 2017.

Notary Public

Lake County, Indiana
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