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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Overview

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District (NICTD) have initiated the environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor
Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other regulatory requirements. An
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is being prepared as part of this process, with the FTA
as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor responsible for
implementing the Project under NEPA.

NICTD’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) provides a vital transportation link that connects
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, lllinois. NICTD is proposing the West Lake
Corridor Project as a southern branch extension of the SSL route to reach high-growth areas in
Lake County, Indiana. The Project would expand NICTD'’s service coverage, improve mobility
and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities for
Lake County. Specifically, the Project is intended to:

e Serve high-growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake County, Indiana

e Conveniently connect more Northwest Indiana residents to downtown Chicago jobs and
major activity centers

Establish a solid modal alternative between the two metropolitan regions other than driving
Lower commuting travel times and costs

Increase NICTD system ridership

Promote economic development opportunities

Create local jobs in Northwest Indiana

Attract and retain families and younger residents

Provide a valued transportation asset for use by all Northwest Indiana residents.

The proposed Project would involve an approximate 9-mile southern extension of NICTD’s
existing SSL between Hammond and Dyer. The Project would include new track improvements
along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flyover to the
existing SSL in Hammond. Four stations would be included at Munster/Dyer Main Street,
Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammond. A maintenance
facility would also be needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Trains on the new Project
branch line would connect with the existing SSL and ultimately Metra Electric District’'s (MED)
line to the north, providing new transit service between Dyer and Metra’s Millennium Station in
Downtown Chicago. A map of the study area for the Project is shown in Figure 1-1 (West Lake
Corridor Project Study Area).

1.2 Purpose of Plan

This Public and Agency Coordination Plan (Plan) identifies the outreach efforts that the FTA and
NICTD will undertake during the environmental review process for the Project. A key focus of the
Plan is to facilitate Project understanding with the public and agencies. It will also serve to solicit
ideas, input, and comments on the Project, as well as seek feedback on the potential transportation,
social, and environmental consequences. The Plan describes the Project’s overall approach and
involvement techniques that will be used to provide the FTA and NICTD with the benefit of public
and agency insights during the course of the environmental review process.
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2. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS

The purpose of the environmental review process is to promote informed decision-making by
considering the potential environmental and social impacts of the Project. The FTA and NICTD
will engage federal, state, and local agencies with a defined interest in the Project, as well as
the public that could potentially be affected by the Project. NICTD’s Plan is structured to
encourage participation between government officials, agencies, private businesses, and
citizens. The environmental review process involves the following major steps:

e Scoping and Screening
o Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
¢ Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD).

2.1 Scoping and Screening

Scoping is the first step in the environmental review process under NEPA. It involves a 30-day
scoping period to obtain comments, including both public and agency scoping meetings.
Scoping provides an early and open process for the public and agencies to provide input on the
scope, or range, of issues to be addressed in the EIS and identify the potentially significant
issues related to the proposed action. The input FTA and NICTD receive during scoping will
help to identify the appropriate alternatives and the depth and breadth of environmental analysis
to be completed. The input received will also serve to identify and eliminate from detailed study
the issues that are not significant or have been covered by prior studies.

A 30-day scoping period was conducted for this Project from October 13, 2014 to November 11,
2014. The FTA and NICTD invited agencies and organizations by letter to participate in the
scoping process and attend scoping meetings. The public was notified via newspaper
advertisements, website, mail-out, email blasts, and flyers. The FTA and NICTD held both the
agency and public scoping meetings for the Project on October 28, 2014 at the Center for Visual
and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 46321. Details of the agency and
public scoping process and comments received are provided in a Summary Scoping Report
(NICTD 2014), which is available on the Project’'s website at:
http://www.nictdwestlake.com/project-documents.html.

A broad range of reasonable alternatives were considered for the Project from the onset. The
alternatives were evaluated and screened based on operational and engineering constraints,
constructability, cost, and environmental factors. This screening enabled the FTA and NICTD to
eliminate alternatives that are not feasible or prudent, as well as to refine and further consider
better performing alternatives. Ultimately, the screening process yielded a more well-defined
Project that will advance into the DEIS.

2.2 Draft Environmental Impact Statement

The FTA and NICTD will prepare a DEIS document following scoping and screening to more
fully assess the Project and disclose potential impacts. The DEIS will:

Identify the Purpose and Need for the Project;

Describe the Project and alternatives considered;

Evaluate the affected environment and potential environmental impacts of the Project;
Enable decision-makers to identify the solution that best meets the Project Purpose and
Need; and

o Provide the public and agencies opportunities to review and comment on the Project.
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The DEIS document will be circulated for public and agency comment over a 45-day review
period. During this time, a public hearing(s) will be held to present the results of the DEIS and
formally record all comments received. Following the public review period, NICTD will select a
Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for the Project that can further advance in the environmental
review process, as well as the FTA’s New Starts funding program.

Public and Agency Coordination Plan

2.3 Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision

In order to complete the environmental review process, a FEIS will be prepared by the FTA and
NICTD. The FEIS will respond to comments received on the DEIS and include the LPA
selected for the Project. The FTA will also issue a ROD that states the proposed action,
environmental findings, and mitigation requirements. The FTA intends to issue a single FEIS
and ROD document pursuant to Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21° Century Act (MAP-21)
Section 1319 Accelerated Decisionmaking in Environmental Reviews, unless FTA determines
that statutory criteria or practicability considerations preclude a combined document.

3. PROJECT SCHEDULE

The DEIS is expected to take about 18 months. Public meetings and hearings will be held
during this timeframe, along with individual stakeholder meetings and other meetings upon
request. Each meeting will provide the opportunity to receive comments on the Project and
input into the process. Three rounds of public and agency review are planned during the DEIS
phase as follows:

e Scoping Period and Meeting(s): A 30-day scoping period was held in fall 2014, including
public and agency scoping meetings on October 28, 2014. During these meetings, NICTD
described the study objectives, as well as solicited input on the purpose and need,
alternatives considered, and environmental issues being studied for the Project. The public
scoping meeting was conducted in an Open House format, with staffed information stations
to answer questions and provide clarification on the Project. The public scoping meeting
was publicized on the Project website, in area newspapers, and via e-mail blasts to
agencies and stakeholder groups. A separate agency scoping meeting was held for
regulatory and other agencies along the study corridor; a meeting invitation was mailed to
these agencies.

o Public Meeting(s)/Workshop(s): A second round of public meeting(s) is targeted for spring
2015. These meetings will serve to update the public and agencies on the Project and receive
input on Project elements such as integrating stations with the surrounding communities. The
meetings are proposed to be held in a workshop format to maximize public input.

o Circulation of DEIS and Hearing(s): The third round of input will involve the circulation of
the DEIS in fall 2015. The public and agencies will have the opportunity to provide
comments on the DEIS over a 45-day review period, during which time a public hearing(s)
will be held to present the results and receive comments on the DEIS.

Following the comment period on the DEIS, the combined FEIS and ROD document would take
about 6 months to complete through 2016, depending on the level of comments received on the
DEIS. The environmental review process would then be following by more detailed design,
engineering, and construction from 2016 to 2023. Service start-up for the NICTD West Lake
Corridor Project is targeted for 2023.
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4. PUBLIC OUTREACH

The public outreach component of the Project will seek to engage, inform, and receive input
from the public for consideration during the environmental review process. The public is defined
as those communities, elected representatives, interested stakeholders, businesses, civic
organizations, and environmental justice populations with an interest in the Project.

4.1 Compliance with Federal Requirements

Public outreach and planning for the Project will be conducted in compliance with federal
requirements (Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 1506.6). These federal requirements
state that public participation enables all interested parties to have the opportunity to provide
input/comment to the process and be made aware of Project developments. The methods to
accomplish these goals include:

¢ Holding public meetings at convenient and accessible locations and times;

e Utilizing visual presentations when feasible to present plans and Project results;
Making public information available in electronically accessible formats, to maximize the
opportunity for public review; and

o Coordinating the public outreach process to receive public input.

4.2 Goals and Objectives of Public Participation Efforts

The goals of the public participation and outreach efforts are to:

e Promote public input into the process;

e Maintain a fluid communication process that provides information and receives public
feedback;
Build public understanding of the Project; and

o Execute a grassroots and web-based strategy to engage multiple segments of the public
population.

The objectives are to:

e Conduct public meetings to encourage public participation;

o Develop presentation materials both print and web-based that convey clear understanding
of the Project;

e Be responsive to public inquiries;
Proactively engage the public; and

e Build a consensus of Project understanding.

4.3 Stakeholder and Community Coordination

NICTD will maintain a Project database of stakeholders that will include elected officials,
agencies, organizations, and special interest groups. Stakeholders will receive e-mail updates
regarding Project developments, and they will be invited to key meetings during the
environmental review process. NICTD may hold special meetings with stakeholders to convey
Project information, hear comments, and coordinate efforts. NICTD’s database for the Project
currently includes the following stakeholders, with detailed contacts found in each respective
appendix:
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e Appendix A: Agency Mayors/Managers/Elected Officials

Appendix B: Lake County/ Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)
Commissioners

Appendix C: Railroad Organizations

Appendix D: Northwest Indiana Bus Transit Agencies

Appendix E: Public Agency/Civic Organizations - Chicago Region Primary

Appendix F: Adjacent Indiana and Illinois Counties/Towns

Appendix G: Environmental Justice Organizations

Appendix H: Special Interest Groups

Appendix I: Grass Roots Stakeholders

Public and Agency Coordination Plan

4.4 Communication Tools

The FTA and NICTD will use the Project website, written materials, and e-mail as a means to
communicate with the public and agencies.

4.4.1 Project Website

NICTD will develop and maintain a dedicated website for the Project. The website will serve as
an outreach tool to convey timely information and provide updates on Project milestones to
interested parties. The website will also provide the opportunity for the public to submit on-line
comments/questions about the Project. The website will be updated as the Project advances
through the environmental review process.

4.4.2 Written Materials

NICTD will develop written materials and visuals to convey the Project to the public. These will
include: fact sheets, Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs), briefs, maps, and presentations.

4.4.3 E-Mail

NICTD will use the Project website and e-mail to communicate electronically with agencies and
the public during the environmental review process.

4.5 Environmental Justice Strategies

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low-Income Populations, defines environmental justice as the fair treatment
and meaningful involvement of all people — regardless of race, ethnicity, income, or education
level — in transportation decision-making. Environmental justice programs promote the
protection of human health and the environment, empowerment via public participation, and the
dissemination of relevant information to inform and educate affected communities.
Environmental justice outreach activities anticipated under this Plan will be done in accordance
with Executive Order 12898; United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) Updated
Final Order on Environmental Justice, 5610.2(a) (USDOT 2012); and FTA Circular 4703.1
Environmental Justice Policy Guidance for Federal Transit Administration Recipients (FTA
2012).

The strategies NICTD will use to build and sustain meaningful participation for all stakeholders
will include one or more of the following tools as needed to achieve the goals of the Executive
Order as it applies to the Project:
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o Coordinate with area organizations that represent the interests of environmental justice
populations of concern;

o Distribute Project information via minority publications, faith organizations, schools, social
and community organizations;

e Translate materials to ensure suitable communication; and

o Provide accessible formats to ensure appropriate communication media for the disabled and
those with limited access to electronic media.

5. AGENCY COORDINATION

Agency coordination will be on-going throughout the environmental review process for the
development of the EIS. The FTA and NICTD will perform agency coordination to achieve the
following:

e An open exchange of information, ideas and concerns throughout the environmental review
process; and
¢ Avoid or minimize potential impacts on the natural and human environments.

5.1 Interagency Involvement

Federal, state, and local agencies that may have jurisdiction by law, special expertise, or other
interest in the environmental review process and its outcomes have been identified as potential
Cooperating Agencies and Participating Agencies.

5.1.1 Cooperating Agencies

Cooperating Agencies are, by definition in Title 40 CFR 1508.5, federal agencies with
jurisdiction, by law or special expertise, with respect to any environmental impact involved in the
Project. A state or local agency of similar qualifications may also, by agreement with the FTA,
become a Cooperating Agency. Cooperating Agencies have a slightly greater degree of
authority, responsibility, and involvement in the environmental review process than Participating
Agencies (discussed below).

Following are the agencies invited to become Cooperating Agencies (Appendix J):

o Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
e US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

The USACE accepted the invitation to be a Cooperating Agency. The FRA declined the
initiation to participate as a Cooperating Agency, but elected to serve as a Participating Agency
in the process instead. Responses from the two agencies are provided in the Scoping
Summary Report (NICTD 2014).

5.1.2 Participating Agencies

Participating Agencies can be federal, state, tribal, regional, and local agencies that may have
an interest in the Project. The responsibilities of these agencies include, but are not limited to:

o Participating in the environmental review process, especially with regards to the development of
the purpose and need statement, range of alternatives, methodologies, and level of analysis;

e Participating in the scoping process;

¢ Identifying issues of concern regarding potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts;

e Providing meaningful and timely input; and
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e Commenting on the DEIS and FEIS.

Following are the federal, state, regional, and local agencies invited to become Participating
Agencies (Appendix J), including those who accepted the invitation to participate:

Federal

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), lllinois Division

Federal Highway Administration, Indiana Division

US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
US Department of Housing and Urban Development

US Department of Interior National Park Service (NPS) -- Accepted

US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) -- Accepted

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) -- Accepted

State

lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)

lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)

lllinois Environmental Protection Agency

lllinois State Department of Agriculture — Declined Invitation
Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM)
Indiana Department of Natural Resources (INDNR) -- Accepted
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)

Indiana State Department of Agriculture

Regional
Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) -- Accepted

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) -- Accepted

Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) -- Accepted

Metra

Northeastern lllinois Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) -- Accepted
Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority (RDA) -- Accepted
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) -- Accepted

Local

City of Calumet City

City of Chicago

City of Hammond -- Accepted
Cook County -- Accepted
Lake County

Town of Dyer -- Accepted
Town of Munster -- Accepted
Town of St. John

Village of Burnham

Village of Dolton

Responses from the agencies are provided in the Scoping Summary Report (NICTD 2014).
Accepting the designation as a Participating Agency does not indicate Project support and does
not provide the agency with increased oversight or approval authority beyond its statutory limits, if
applicable. Meetings will be held with agencies to discuss specific subjects of interest, concerns,
and recommendations at key milestones in the environmental review process, as needed.
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Participating Agencies will be encouraged to provide input, review, and comment on the Project,
and they will be invited to attend key meetings throughout the environmental review process.

51.3

Coordination Points and Responsibilities

The key coordination points between the FTA, NICTD, Cooperating Agency, and Participating
Agencies, including which agency is responsible for activities during that coordination point, are
listed in Table 5-1 (Agency Coordination Points and Responsibilities).

Table 5-1:

Agency Coordination Points and Responsibilities

Coordination Point

Originating Agency

Receiving Agency

Task

Notice of Intent (NOI)
to prepare DEIS

FTA

EPA

FTA develops NOI; FTA publishes NOI in
Federal Register.

Identification of
Cooperating and
Participating
Agencies

FTA with NICTD

Cooperating and
Participating Agencies

FTA invites agencies; agencies accept or
decline in writing within 30 days.

Coordination Plan
including Schedule

FTA with NICTD

Public, Participating
and Cooperating
Agencies

NICTD and FTA prepare draft Coordination
Plan; recipients review and comment; FTA and
NICTD finalize Plan considering comments.

Scoping Meetings

FTA with NICTD

Public, Participating
and Cooperating
Agencies

NICTD and FTA hold Scoping meetings to
hear comments on purpose and need; range of
alternatives; and environmental issues.

NICTD prepares Scoping Summary Report.

Purpose and Need

FTA with NICTD

Public, Participating
and Cooperating
Agencies

NICTD and FTA prepare draft purpose and
need, discuss and hear comments during
scoping and refine purpose and need
considering comments.

Range of Alternatives

FTA with NICTD

Public, Participating
and Cooperating
Agencies

NICTD and FTA prepare draft range of
alternatives, discuss and hear comments
during scoping and refine draft range of
alternatives considering comments.

Assessment
Methodologies

FTA with NICTD

Participating and
Cooperating Agencies

NICTD and FTA discuss methodologies with
permitting, Cooperating and Participating
Agencies.

DEIS

FTA with NICTD

Public, Participating
and Cooperating
Agencies

NICTD in cooperation with FTA will develop
DEIS document.

DEIS Circulation

FTA with NICTD

Public, Participating
and Cooperating
Agencies

NICTD in cooperation with FTA will circulate
DEIS document and hold public hearing(s)
during DEIS comment period.

Identify Locally
Preferred Alternative

FTA with NICTD

Public, Participating
and Cooperating
Agencies

NICTD will identify and announce LPA.

Public, Participating

NICTD in cooperation with FTA will complete

FEIS FTA with NICTD and Cooperating FEIS document
Agencies '
. S FTA will prepare ROD; Cooperating Agencies
Public, Participating ; ; i o ) ;
ROD FTA and Cooperating will review ROD; FTA will sign ROD; FTA will

Agencies

distribute signed ROD to public and
Participating Agencies.

Combined FEIS/
ROD Circulation

FTA with NICTD

Public, Participating
and Cooperating
Agencies

NICTD in cooperation with FTA will circulate
combined FEIS/ROD document.

A
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5.2 Section 106 Consultations

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires the FTA and NICTD to
consider the effects of the Project on historic properties, as well as seek comments from
Consulting Parties based on their special knowledge of, concern for, or mandated regulatory
role relative to historic properties (36 CFR Part 800). The purpose of Section 106 is to avoid
unnecessary harm to historic properties from federal actions. The FTA and NICTD initiated the
Section 106 process with the lllinois and Indiana State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO),
tribal governments, and other Consulting Parties concurrent with the NEPA environmental
review process.

As part of the Section 106 process, the FTA and NICTD will identify historic properties within the
Project’s Area of Potential Effects (APE) and make an assessment of potential adverse effects.
This information will be distributed to the SHPOs and Consulting Parties for a review and
comment period as part of Section 106 consultations. If there are no potential adverse effects,
the FTA and NICTD will proceed with the federal undertaking (i.e., the Project). If potential
adverse effects are identified, the FTA and NICTD will begin consultations to seek ways to
avoid, minimize, or mitigate the adverse effects with the SHPOs and Consulting Parties.
Section 106 consultations will continue until resolution of adverse effects between the FTA,
NICTD, SHPOs, and Consulting Parties is reached through redesign of the Project or in an
executed Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), which will outline agreed-upon measures that the
FTA and NICTD will take to avoid, minimize, or mitigate the adverse effects.

5.2.1 Consulting Parties

The FTA initiated the Section 106 Consultation Process for the Project with the State Historic
Preservation Offices -- INDNR Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology and lllinois
Historic Preservation Agency -- on September 29, 2014. Thereafter, the FTA and NICTD invited
agencies, organizations, and/or individuals to participate in the Section 106 process, and upon
acceptance, were designated Consulting Parties for Section 106 consultations. The views of
the public will also be considered throughout the Section 106 process, and will be solicited in
concurrence with the meetings conducted as part of the environmental review process.

Following are the agencies and organizations invited to become Section 106 Consulting Parties
(Appendix K):

Historic Preservation Organizations
Calumet City Historical Society

Dyer Historical Society

Dolton Historical Society

Hammond Historic Preservation Commission
Hammond Historical Society

Indiana Landmarks — Northwest Field Office
Indiana Landmarks

Lake County Historical Society

Landmarks lllinois

Munster Historical Society

Preservation Chicago

Schererville Historical Society

St. John Historical Society
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Tribal Governments

Ho-Chunk Nation

lowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska

lowa Tribe of Oklahoma

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma

Otoe-Missouria Tribe

Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
Potawatomi - Citizen Potawatomi Nation
Potawatomi - Forest County Potawatomi
Potawatomi - Hannahville Indian Community
Potawatomi - Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Potawatomi - Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in lowa/Meskwaki
Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri

Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

Of those listed, the Hammond Historical Society, Indiana Landmarks (Northwest Field Office),
Lake County Historical Society, and Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma accepted the invitation
to be a Section 106 Consulting Party. Responses from these organizations and tribe are
provided in the Scoping Summary Report (NICTD 2014).
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APPENDIX A

Agency Mayors/Managers/Elected Officials

1. City of Michigan City 7. Town of Munster
Ron Meer Clay Johnson Assistant Town Manager
Mayor 1005 Ridge Rd.
100 E. Michigan Blvd. Munster, IN 46321
Michigan City, IN 46360 (219) 836-6900
(219) 873-1400 cjohnson@munster.org
mayormeer@emichigancity.com
8. Town of Dyer
2. Town of Beverly Shores Rick Eberly
Laura Sullivan Town Administrator
Town Clerk-Treasurer 1 Town Square
P.O. Box 38 Dyer, IN 46311
Beverly Shores, IN 46301 (219) 865-6108
(219) 728-6531 reberly@townofdyer.com
beverlyshores.clerk@gmail.com
9. Town of St. John
3. City of Portage Steve Kil
James Snyder Town Manager
Mayor 10955 W. 93rd Ave.
6070 Central Ave. St. John, IN 46373
Portage, IN 46368 (219) 365-6465
(219) 762-5425 stevekil.tm@stjohnin.com
jsnyder@portage-in.com
. 10. Town of Cedar Lake
4. City of Gary Randy Niemeyer
Karen Freeman-Wilson Council President
Mayor 7408 Constitution Ave.
401 Broadway #203 Cedar Lake, IN 46303
Gary, IN 46402 (219) 374-6303
(219) 881-1300 randy.niemeyer@cedarlake.in.org
kfreemanwilson@ci.gary.in.us
_ _ 11. Town of Chesterton
5. City of East Chicago Stephanie Kuziela
Anthony Copeland Clerk-Treasurer
Mayor 726 Broadway
4527 Indianapolis Blvd. Chesterton, IN 46304
East Chicago, IN 46312 (219) 926-1098
(219) 391-8200 stephaniekuziela@chestertonin.org
ivera@eastchicago.org
12. Town of Lowell
6. City of Hammond Greg Shook
Thomas M. McDermott Jr. Acting Town Administrator
Mayor 501 E. Main St.
5925 Calumet Ave. Lowell, IN 46356
Hammond, IN 46320 (219) 696-7794
(219) 853-6301 publicworks@lowell.net
mayor@gohammond.com
Page A-1 March 2015
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13. City of Hammond
Mark Kalwinski
1st District Councilman
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 933-7108
council@gohammond.com

14. City of Hammond
Dan Spitale
Councilman at Large
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 614-2454
council@gohammond.com

15. City of Hammond
Janet Venecz
Councilman at Large
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 937-9774
Janet_Venecz@ameritech.net

16. City of Hammond
Robert Markovich
Councilman at Large
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 659-5376
council@gohammond.com

17. City of Hammond
Anthony Higgs
3rd District Councilman
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 853-6404
council@gohammond.com

18. City of Hammond
William Emerson
4th District Councilman
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 937-1032
council@gohammond.com

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Town of Munster

John Reed

Council Member —Ward 1
1005 Ridge Rd.

Munster, IN 46321

(219) 836-6900
jreed@munster.org

Town of Munster

John Edington

Council Member — Ward 2
1005 Ridge Rd.

Munster, IN 46321

(219) 836-6900
jedington43@comcast.net

Town of Munster

Joseph Simonetto
Council Member —Ward 3
1005 Ridge Rd.

Munster, IN 46321

(219) 836-6900
jsimonetto@munster.org

Town of Munster

Dave Nellans

Council Member — Ward 4
1005 Ridge Rd.

Munster, IN 46321

(219) 836-6900
dnellans@munster.org

Town of Munster

Andy Koultourides
Council Member — Ward 5
1005 Ridge Rd.

Munster, IN 46321

(219) 836-6900
drkoul@sbcglobal.net

Town of Dyer

Joseph M. Cinko

Town Council President — Ward 1
One Town Square

Dyer, IN 46311

(219) 865-6108
council@townofdyer.com
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25. Town of Dyer
Jeff Dekker
Town Council Member — Ward 2
One Town Square
Dyer, IN 46311
(219) 865-6108
council@townofdyer.com
26. Town of Dyer
Connee K. Trepton
Town Council Member —Ward 3
One Town Square
Dyer, IN 46311
(219) 865-6108
council@townofdyer.com
27. Town of Dyer
Mary Tanis
Town Council Vice President — Ward 4
One Town Square
Dyer, IN 46311
(219) 865-6108
council@townofdyer.com
28. Town of Dyer
Debbie Astor
Town Council Member —Ward 5
One Town Square
Dyer, IN 46311
(219) 865-6108
council@townofdyer.com
29. Lonnie Randolph
State Senator, District 2
Indiana State Senate
200 W. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2785
(800) 382-9467
30. Frank Mrvan
State Senator, District 1
Indiana State Senate
200 W. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2785
(800) 382-9467
31. Peter Visclosky
U. S. Congressman, 1st District
7895 Broadway, Ste. A
Merrillville, Indiana 46410
(219) 795-1844

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Joe Donnelly

United State Senator

5400 Federal Plaza, Ste. 3200
Hammond, IN 46320
(219)-852-0089

Sue Landske

State Senator, District 6

200 W. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(800) 382-9467
Senator.Landske@iga.in.gov

Linda Lawson

House of Representatives — District 1
29 Detroit St.

Hammond, IN 46320

(219) 853-1232

Rick Niemeyer

House of Representatives — District 11
13304 W 181st Ave.

Lowell, IN 46356

(219) 696-7212 or (317) 232-9769

Maria Candelaria Reardon

House of Representatives — District 12
1336 Fran Lin Pkwy.

Munster, IN 46321

219-712-4140

Hal Slager

House of Representatives — District 15
1020 Woodhollow Dr.

Schererville, IN 46375

(312) 813-9584

Town of Chesterton

Stephanie Kuziela

Clerk-Treasurer

726 Broadway

Chesterton, IN 46304

(219) 926-1098
stephaniekuziela@chestertonin.org

City of Hammond
Michael Opinker

City Council President
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 844-7483
gohammond.com
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40. Cook County Board

41.

42.

Toni Preckwinkle

President

118 N. Clark St., Rm. 537
Chicago, IL. 60602

(312) 603-6400
webmaster@cookcountyil.gov

City of Chicago

Rahm Emanuel

Mayor

121 N. LaSalle St., 4th FI.
Chicago, IL 60602

(312) 744-5000

City of Calumet City

Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush
Mayor

204 Pulaski Rd.

Calumet City, IL 60406

(708) 891-8105
mayorsoffice@calumetcity.org

|
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Town of Cedar Lake

Randy Niemeyer

Councilman

P.O. Box 707

Cedar Lake, IN 46303

(219) 374-7000
randy.niemeyer@cedarlakein.org

City of Crown Point
David Uran

Mayor

101 N East St.

Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 662-3240
duran@crownpoint.in.gov

Town of Dyer
Jeff Dekker
Councilman
One Town Square
Dyer, IN 46311
jdekker@townofdyer.com

City of East Chicago
Anthony Copeland
Mayor
4527 Indianapolis Blvd.
East Chicago, IN 46312
(219) 391-8200
ivera@eastchicago.com

City of Gary

Karen Freeman-Wilson
Mayor
401 Broadway

Gary, IN 46307

(219) 881-1302
kfreemanwilson@ci.gary.in.us

Town of Griffith

Stanley Dobosz
Councilman

111 N. Broad St.

Griffith, IN 46319

(219) 924-7500
stan.dobosz@agriffith.in.gov

APPENDIX B
Lake County/NIRPC Commissioners

7. City of Hammond
Thomas M. McDermott, Jr.
Mayor
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 853-6301
mayor@gohammond.com

8. Town of Highland
Michael Griffin
Clerk-Treasurer
3333 Ridge Rd.
Highland, IN 46322
(219) 838-1080
mgriffin@highland.in.gov

9. City of Hobart
Brian Snedecor
Mayor
414 Main St.
Hobart, IN 46342
(219) 942-6112
mayorsnedecor@cityofhobart.org

10. Lake County
Roosevelt Allen, Jr.
Commissioner
2293 N. Main St.
Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 755-3200
roallenjri@me.com

11. Lake County
Eldon Strong
Councilman
800 S. Main St.
Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 755-3280
estrong@lakecountyin.org

12. Lake County
Bill Emerson, Jr.
Surveyor
2293 N. Main St.
Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 755-3745
emerson@lakecountyin.org
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13. City of Lake Station
Keith Soderquist
Mayor
City of Lake Station
1969 Central Ave.
Lake Station, IN 46405
(219) 962-2081

ksoderquist@Iakestation-in.gov

14. Town of Lowell
Craig Earley
Councilman
P.O. Box 157
Lowell, IN 46356
(219) 696-9507
craigearley55@yahoo.com

15. Town of Merrillville
Eugene Guernsey
Clerk-Treasurer
7820 Broadway
Merrillville, IN 46410
(219) 769-3501
gguernsey@merrillville.in.gov

16. Town of Munster
Joseph Simonetto
Councilman
1005 Ridge Rd.
Munster, IN 46321
(219) 789-6177
jsimonetto@munster.org

17. Town of New Chicago
Lori Reno
Clerk-Treasurer
122 Huber Blvd.

Hobart, IN 46342
(219) 962-1157
rlwilliams13@frontier.com

18. Town of St John
Michael Forbes
Councilman
10955 W. 93rd Ave.

St John, IN 46373
(219) 365-6032
forbesmike@yahoo.com

19. Town of Schererville
Tom Schmitt
Councilman
10 E. Joliet St.
Schererville, IN 46375
(219) 322-2211
tschmitt@schererville.org

20. Town of Schneider
Richard Ludlow
Councilman
P.O. Box 207
Schneider, IN 46376
(219) 522-0661
rludlow@mchsi.com

21. City of Whiting
Joseph Stahura
Mayor
1443 119th St.
Whiting, IN 46394
(219) 659-7700
jstahura@whitingindiana.com

22. Town of Winfield
James Simmons
Councilman
10645 Randolph St.
Winfield, IN 46307
(219) 662-2665
simmonsj@winfieldgov.com
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Appendix C

Railroad Organizations

Norfolk Southern Corporation 6.

Jeff Harris

AVP Operations Planning

3 Commercial PI.

Norfolk, VA 23510
jeff.harris@exchange.nscorp.com

. Amtrak
Mike Franke

Sr. Director Planning and Business 7.

Development

500 W. Jackson, 2nd Fl.
Chicago, IL 60601
fran3624@amtrak.com

Metra
David Kralik

Department Head | Long Range 8.

Planning

Metra, Division of Strategic Capital
Planning

547 W. Jackson Blvd.

Chicago, IL 60661-5717
dkralik@metrarr.com

(312) 322-8035

Other participants:

Pete Zwolfer-Metra Chief Operations
Officer pzwolfer@metrarr.com

Janet Carbonelli-MED Superintendent
(312) 322-7800

Indiana Harbor Belt Railway
Dan Kelly

Superintendent Transportation
(708) 650-7775
dan.kelly@ihbrr.com

Canadian National Railway
Paul Ladue

17641 S. Ashland Ave.
Homewood, IL 60430

(708) 404-0244
paul.ladue@cn.ca

Union Pacific Railroad

Mark Bristol

Director Network and Business
Development

1400 Douglas St., Stop 1120
Omaha, NE 68179-1120

(402) 544-2395
mabristo@up.com

CSX Transportation
Tom Livingston

Vice President

1700 W. 167th St
Calumet City, IL 60409
(708) 832-2169
tom_livingston@csx.com

Chicago South Shore (CSS)
Andrew Fox

President

505 N. Carroll Ave.

Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 874-9000
afox@anacostia.com
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Appendix D
Northwest Indiana Bus Transit Agencies

1. East Chicago Transit
Francisco Rosado
Director
5400 Cline Ave.

East Chicago, IN 46312
(219) 391-8465
frosado@eastchicago.com

2. Gary Public Transportation Corporation
(Serving Crown Point, Merrillville, Hobart, Calumet Township, Hammond, and East Chicago)
Darling Pleasant
Director of Transportation
100 W. 4th Ave.
Gary, IN 46402
(219) 884-6100, ext. 104
transportationdirector@gptcbus.com

3. Michigan City Transit
Robert Zondor
Superintendent
1801 Kentucky St.

Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 873-1502
rzondor@emichgancity.com

4. North Township and Lake County Equal Opportunity Council Dial-a-Ride
Frank J. Mrvan
North Township Trustee
5947 Hohman Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 932-2530
bridgesk@ntto.net

5. Valparaiso Transit
(ChicaGo Dash and NWI1 V-Line)
Tyler Kent
Director of Transit
166 Lincolnway
Valparaiso, IN 46383
(219) 462-1161
tkent@valpo.us

6. Tri-State Coach Lines
Mark Anderson
General Manager
2101 W. 37th Ave.
Gary, IN 46408
(219) 884-0054
tristateunitedlimo@coachusa.com
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Appendix E

Public Agency/Civic Organizations - Chicago Region Primary

1. Northeastern lllinois Regional
Transportation Authority (RTA)
Leanne Redden
Interim Executive Director
175 W. Jackson Blvd., Ste. 1650
Chicago, IL 60604
(312) 913-3221
reddenl@rtachicago.org

2. Metra
Donald A. Orseno
Executive Director / Chief Executive
Officer
547 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60661
(312) 355-3656
dorseno@metrarr.com

3. Chicago Transit Authority
Forrest Claypool
President
567 W. Lake St.
Chicago, IL 60661
(312) 836-7000
fclaypool@transitchicago.com

4. Pace Suburban Bus
Mr. T.J. Ross
Executive Director
550 Algonquin Rd.
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
(847) 228-2301
T.J.Ross@Pacebus.com

5. Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning
Randall S. Blankenhorn
Executive Director
233 S. Wacker Dr., Ste. 800
Chicago, IL 60606
(312) 386-8602
rblankenhorn@cmap.illinois.gov

6.

10.

Chicago Department of
Transportation (CDOT)

Rebekah Scheinfeld

Commissioner

30 N. LaSalle St., Ste. 1100

Chicago, IL 60602

(312) 681-4100
rebekah.scheinfeld@cityofchicago.org

Cook County lllinois - Department of
Transportation and Highways

John Yonan P.E.
Director/Superintendent

69 W. Washington, Rm. #2300
Chicago, IL 60602

(312) 603-1601
john.yonan@cookcountyil.gov

Will County Illinois

Alicia Hanlon

Senior Transportation Planner
302 N. Chicago St.

Joliet, IL 60432

(815) 774-6064
ahanlon@willcountyillinois.com

lllinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT)

Ann L. Schneider

Secretary

2300 South Dirksen Pkwy.

Springfield, IL 62764

(217) 782-5597
ann.schneider@illinois.gov

Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce
(CCC)

Theresa Mintle

President and Chief Executive Officer
AON Center

200 E. Randolph, Ste. 2200

Chicago, IL 60601

(312) 494-6710 (work)
tmintle@chicagolandchamber.org
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11. Chicago Central Area Committee
(CCACQ)
Kelly O'Brien
Executive Director
161 N. Clark St., Ste. 4300
Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 602-5148
kobrien@ccac.org

12. Active Transportation Alliance
(Active Trans)
Ron Burke
Executive Director
9 W. Hubbard St.
Chicago, IL 60654
(312) 427-3325 x228
ron@activetrans.org

13.

14.

Center for Neighborhood Technology
Kathy Tholin

Executive Director

2125 W. North Ave.

Chicago, IL 60647

(773) 278-4800

kathy@cnt.org

Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC)
Mary Sue Barrett

President

140 S. Dearborn St., Ste. 1400
Chicago, IL 60603

(312) 863 6001
msbarrett@metroplanning.org
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APPENDIX F

Adjacent Indiana and lIllinois Counties/Towns

v, INEST LAKE CORRIDOR

Jasper County Indiana 7. City of LaPorte
(Planning and Development-Southeast) Blair Milo
Mary Scheurich 801 Michigan Ave.
Director/Building Inspector La Porte, IN 46350
115 W. Washington St. (219) 362-0151
Rensselaer, IN 47978 bmilo@cityoflaporte.com
(219) 866-4908
mary.scheurich@co.jasper.in.us 8. City of Whiting
Bob Kark
Newton County Indiana (South) Economic Development Director
Tim Drenth 1443 119th St.
President of Board of Commissioners Whiting, IN 46394
4117 S. 240 W (219) 659-7700
Morocco, IN 47963 bkark@whitingindiana.com
(219) 285-5103
tdrenth@newtoncounty.in.gov 9. Village of Lansing
Norman Abbott
Kankakee County lllinois (Southwest) Mayor
Michael Bossert 311 Ridge Rd.
County Board Chairman Lansing, IL 60438
189 E. Court St., Rm. 502 (708) 895-7208
Kankakee, IL 60901 nabbott@villageoflansing.org
(815) 937-3642
administration@k3county.net 10. Village of Lynwood
Gene Williams
Porter County Mayor
John Evans 21460 Lincoln Highway
President Lynwood, IL 60411
155 Indiana Ave., Ste. 205 (708) 758-6101
Valparaiso, IN 46383 clerk@lynwoodil.us
(219) 465-3361
pccommish@gmail.com 11. Sauk Village
David Hanks
. LaPorte County Mayor
Willie Milsap 21801 Torrence Ave.
President Sauk Village, IL 60411
555 Michigan Ave., Ste. 202 (708) 758-3330
LaPorte, IN 46350 DHanks@Sauk Village.org
(219) 326-6808 Ext. 2229
wmilsap@laportecounty.org 12. Town of Highland
Dan Vassar
St. Joseph County Town Council President
Andrew Kostielney 3333 Ridge Rd.
President Highland, IN 46322
227 W. Jefferson Blvd. (219)838-1080
South Bend, IN 46601 dvassar@highland.in.gov
(574) 235-9534
sjccom@co.st-joseph.in.us
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13. Town of Schererville 14. Town of Griffith
Robert Volkmann Rick Ryfa
Town Manager Town Council President
10 E. Joliet St. 111 N. Broad St.
Schererville, IN 46375 Griffith, IN 46319
(219) 322-2211 ex. 1323 (219)-924-7500

rvolkmann@schererville.org
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Appendix G
Environmental Justice Organizations

Porter County Aging and Community Services
Bruce Lindner

(219) 464-9736

bhlindner@frontier.com

Unity Foundation of LaPorte County
Maggi Spartz

(219) 879-0327

mspartz@uflc.net

Urban League of Northwest Indiana
Vanessa Allen

(219) 887-9621
allen-vanessa@att.net

Northwest Indiana Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Rita De La Rosa

(219) 378-9000

rdir7225@aol.com

Northwest Indiana Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community
info@nwideaf.org

Northwest Indiana Federation of Interfaith Organization
Reverand Cheryl Rivera

(219) 801-4872

rev.rivera@live.com

Interfaith Clergy
Marion James

(219) 689-4819
marionjames@aol.com

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
Gary Chapter

Steven Mays

(219) 972-0088

scmaysl@sbcglobal.net

|
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Appendix H
Special Interest Groups
1. Alliance for the Great Lakes 9. Environmental Law and Policy Center
Joel Brammeier Kevin Brubaker
(312) 939-0838 (312) 795-3714
jbrammeier@greatlakes.org kbrubaker@elpc.org
2. Audubon Society 10. Franciscan St. Margaret Health —
Chicago Region Hammond
1718 Sherman Ave., Ste. 210 5454 Hohman Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201 Hammond, IN 46320
(847) 328-1250 (219) 962-2300
3. Bike the Bend, Inc. 11. Friends of Indiana Dunes
Glenda G. Lamont Zella Olson
(574) 204-2458 (219) 926-3833
glenda@bikethebend.com zrolson@frontier.com
4. Calumet College of St. Joseph 12. Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Dr. Daniel Lowery Foundation
President 35 E. Wacker Dr., Ste. 2600
2400 New York Ave., Rm. 626 Chicago, IL 60601-2102
Whiting, IN 46394 (312) 977-2700
(219) 473-4333
dlowery@ccsj.edu 13. Greater LaPorte Economic
Development Corporation
5. Center for Neighborhood Technology Sylvia Espinoza
2125 W. North Ave. (219) 324-8584
Chicago, IL 60647 sylviae@gledc.com

(773) 278-4800
14. Hammond Development Corporation

6. Chesterton/Duneland Chamber of (UEA)
Commerce Mark McLaughlin
Maura Durham President, Board of Directors
(219) 926-5513 5246 Hohman Ave.
mdurham@chestertonchamber.org Hammond, IN 46320

219-853-6399
7. Community Hospital

Donald P. Fesko 15. Hammond Urban Enterprise
Chief Executive Officer Association
901 MacArthur Blvd. 649 Conkey St.
Munster, IN 46321 Hammond, IN 46324
(219) 836-1600 (219) 853-6512
8. Construction Advancement 16. Izaak Walton League of America,
Foundation Indiana Division
6050 Southport Rd., Ste. A Tim Russell
Portage, IN 46368 Division President
(219) 764-2883 6735 Nebraska Ave.

Hammond, IN 46323
mothy3@aol.com
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17. Indiana Dunes Tourism

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Lorelei Weimer

Executive Director

1215 N. State Rd. 49
Porter, IN 46304

(219) 926-2255
lorelei@indianadunes.com

Indiana High Speed Rail Association
Dennis W. Hodges

2645 Ridge Rd.

Highland, IN 46322

(219) 887-1351
dennis@indianahighspeedrail.org

Indiana University Northwest
Dr. William J. Lowe, Chancellor
3400 Broadway

Library, Room 107

Gary, IN 46408

(219)980-6700

chan@iun.edu

Ivy Tech Community College
Gary Campus

1440 E 35" Ave.

Gary, IN 46409-1499

(219) 981-1111

League of lllinois Bicyclists
Ed Barsotti

2550 Cheshire Dr.

Aurora, IL 60504

(630) 978-0583
ed@bikelib.org

Methodist Hospital Northlake
Campus

Michael Davenport, M.D.

President and Interim Chief Executive
Officer

600 Grant St.

Gary, IN 46402

(219) 886-4000

Northwest Indiana Forum
Karen Lauerman

(219) 763-6303
klauerman@nwiforu.org

24,

25.

26.

27

28.

29.

Openlands

Gerald W. Adelman

President and Chief Executive Officer
25 East Washington St., Ste. 1650
Chicago, IL 60602-1708

(312) 863-6250

info@openlands.org

Purdue University Calumet
Dr. Thomas L Keon, Chancellor
Lawshe Hall, Rm. 330

2200 169" St.

Hammond, IN 46323-2094

Save the Dunes

Nicole Barker
Executive Director

444 Barker Rd.
Michigan City, IN 46360
(219) 879-3937
office@savedunes.org

. Shirley HeinzeLand Trust

Kris KrouseExecutive Director
Meadowbrook Conservation Center and
Preserve

109 W. 700 N

Valparaiso, IN 46385

(219) 242-8558

Sierra Club - Dunelands Group
Sandy O’Brien

Dunelands Conservation Chair
5500 S Liverpool Rd.

Hobart, IN 46342
ecorealm@msn.com

South Bend Department of
Community Investment

Scott Ford

227 West Jefferson Blvd, Ste. 1400 S
South Bend, IN 46601

(574) 235-9371
sford@southbendin.gov
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30. South Shore Convention and Visitors

31.

32.

33.

Authority

Speros A. Batistatos, Fellow, Certified
Destination Management Executive
President/Chief Executive Officer
7770 Corinne Dr.

Hammond, IN 46320

(219) 554-2229
spero@southshorecva.com

Greater LaPorte Chamber of
Commerce

Ashley Hawkins

Director of Marketing and
Communications

803 Washington St.

La Porte, IN 46352

(219) 362-3178
hawkins@Ipchamber.com

The Nature Conservancy

Mary McConnell

State Director

Southern Lake Michigan Rim Project
Office

5690 Chase St.

Merrillville, IN 46410

(219) 981-9183

Visit South Bend Mishawaka

Rob DeCleene, Certified Destination
Management Executive

Executive Director

401 East Colfax Ave., Ste. 310
South Bend, IN 46617

(574) 400-4022
rdecleene@visitsouthbend.com

34.

35.

36.

37.

Whiting/Robertsdale Chamber of
Commerce

Sarah Hildebranski

Executive Director

1417 119th St.

Whiting, IN 46394

(219) 659-0292
sarah@wrchamber.com

American Association of Retired
Persons (AARP)

Northwest Indiana

Jeanne Wease

Executive Council Member

1087 Freedom Circle South

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 662-2867
wpairagenes@att.net

Hammond Redevelopment
Commission

Jimmie Lambert

President

5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320

(219) 853-6300

Dyer Redevelopment Commission
Dr. Jethroe Smith

President

One Town Square

Dyer, IN 46311

(219) 865-6108
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Appendix |
Grass Roots Stakeholders

1. Columbia ES Crime Watch 8. Hessville Crime Watch
Linda Carrillo Ken Baker
Group Leader Co-Leader
Hammond, IN Hammond, IN
(219) 931-7417 (219) 932-6933
carrillo5054@att.net kenbaker65@sbcglobal.net
2. Douglas Point Crime Watch 9. Indi-llli Crime Watch
Sandy Koartge Carol Muenich
Group Leader Group Leader
Hammond, IN Hammond, IN
(219) 880-6105 (219) 937-2718
jacobsguareorg@aol.com emuenich@hotmail.com
3. Douglas Point Crime Watch 10. Jefferson Crime Watch
Dionne Williams George Janiec
Manager Director
Hammond, IN Hammond, IN
(219) 931-0771 (219) 678-6761
dpointe @flahertycollins.com gjaniec@sbcglobal.net
4. East Hammond Crime Watch 11. Kennedy Crossing Crime Watch
Angela Crowder Kimberly Harrison
President Hammond, IN
Hammond, IN (219) 989-0816
(219) 931-8852 kimi.1104@hotmail.com
arcrowder.46@sbcglobal.net
12. South Hammond Crime Watch
5. Harrison Park Crime Watch Joe Sturonas
Jim Veyette Group Leader
Group Leader Hammond, IN
Hammond, IN (219) 689-2857
(219) 932-8214 jsturonas@earthlink.net
6. Hessville Crime Watch 13. Whiting-Robersdale Crime Watch
Brenda Galinski Shawn Turpin
Group Leader Co-Leader
Hammond, IN Hammond, IN
(219) 803-0918 shawnturpin9145@yahoo.com
galinski2brenda@comcast.net
14. Woodmar Crime Watch
7. Hessville Crime Watch Chris Fleming
Dave Innes Group Leader
Co-Leader Hammond, IN
Hammond, IN bomber_1969@yahoo.com
(219) 670-5176
innescope@yahoo.com
Page I-1 March 2015
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce
Dave Ryan

Executive Director

5246 Hohman Ave., Ste. 100
Hammond, IN 46320

(219) 931-1000
dryan@lakeshorechamber.com

Dyer Chamber of Commerce

Stephanie Fazekas

Executive Secretary

One Town Square

Dyer, IN 46311

219-865-1045
chamber@dyerchamberofcommerce.com

Munster Chamber of Commerce
Don Erminger

Chairman of the Board

1040 Ridge Rd.

Munster, IN 46321

219-844-5415

Hammond Housing Authority
Barb Stanley

HCV FSS Coordinator

1402 - 173rd St.

Hammond, IN 46324

(219) 989-3265

Hammond Innovation Center
Sue Anderson

Program Director

5209 Hohman Ave.
Hammond, IN 46324

(219) 750-1200
sueanderson@netnitco.net

United Neighborhoods Inc.
Alexius Barber

Executive Director

5209 Hohman Ave., Ste. 203
Hammond, IN 46320

(219) 937-0200
uni.abarber@yahoo.com

Greater Hammond Community Services
Timothy Cottingham

Executive Director

824 Hoffman St.

Hammond, IN 46327

(219) 932-4800

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Legacy Foundation Inc.
Carolyn Saxton

President

1000 E. 80th PI., Ste. 402 North
Merrillville, IN 46410

(219) 736-1880
csaxton@legacyfdn.org

International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers (IBEW) Local Union #697
Raymond Kasmark

7200 Mississippi St., Ste. 200

Merrillville, IN 46410

(219) 844-6386

dustybirch@ibew697.0rg

IBEW Local Union #531
Jaye Fuller

Business Manager

P.O. Box 518

LaPorte, IN 46352

(219) 362-2119
jaye@ibewlocal531.com

Boys and Girls Club
P.J. Jones

5840 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 933-9820
pjones@bgcnwi.org

Boys and Girls Club Northwest Indiana
Robert Montgomery

Interim Vice President

839 Broadway, 3rd FI.

Gary, IN 46402

(219) 881-1060
rmontgomery@bgcnwi.org

NW Indiana Council of Carpenters
Local 599 (IKORCC)

712 E. Highland St.

Hammond, IN 46320

(219) 852-1111

Greater NW Indiana Realtors
Peter Novak

Chief Executive Officer

800 E. 86th Ave.

Merrillville, IN 46410

(219) 795-3600
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Appendix J
Agencies Invited to be Cooperating and Participating Agencies

Cooperating Agencies 5. US Department of Housing and Urban
Development
1. Federal Railroad Administration Julian Castro
Joseph Szabo Secretary
Administrator 451 7th St. SW
200 West Adams St., Ste. 310 Washington, DC 20410
Chicago, IL 60606
(312) 353-6203 6. US Department of Interior National
Park Service
2. US Army Corps of Engineers Jon Jarvis
Colonel Christopher T. Drew Director
Commander and District Engineer 1849 C St. NW
111 North Canal St., Ste. 600 Washington, DC 20240
Chicago, IL 60606
7. US Environmental Protection Agency
Participating Agencies Gina McCarthy
Administrator
Federal 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
1. Federal Emergency Management Washington, DC 20460
Agency . - .
W. Craig Fugate 8. ginF’lAssr;]:nd Wildlife Service
Administrator N Director
?:i?cigg,t?fé%reko?” 67 Fl 1849 C St. NW, Rm. 3358
(312) 408-5500 Washington, DC 20240
. . . State
2. Federal Highway Administration, -
Illinois Division 9. lllinois Department of Natural
lllinois Division Resources
3250 Executive Park Dr. Marc Miller
Springfield, IL 62703 Director
(217) 492-4600 One Natural Resources Way
Springfield, IL 62702
3. Federal Highway Administration, (217) 782-6302
Indiana Division
575 N. Pennsylvania St., Rm. 254 10. lllinois Department of Transportation
Indianapolis, IN 46204 Omer Osman
(317) 226-7475 Director
2300 S. Dirksen Pkwy.
4. US Department of Agriculture Natural Springfield, IL 62764
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) (217) 782-7820
Phyllis Philipps
Acting Regional Conservationist
14th and Independence Ave., SW, Rm.
5204-S
Washington, DC 20250
Page J-1 March 2015
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency

Lisa Bonnett

Director

1021 North Grand Ave. East
Springfield, IL 62794-9276

lllinois State Department of
Agriculture

Main Office, State Fairgrounds
P. O. Box 19281

Springfield, IL 62794-9281
217-782-2171

Indiana Department of Environmental
Management

Tom Easterly

Commissioner

Indiana Government Center North

100 N. Senate Ave.

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Indiana Department of Natural
Resources

Cameron Clark

Director

402 W. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2733

Indiana Department of Transportation
Bob Alderman

Deputy Commissioner

100 N. Senate Ave., IGCN 755
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(317) 232-5533

Indiana State Department of
Agriculture

Ted McKinney

Director

One North Capitol Ave., Ste. 600
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(317) 232-8770

Regional

17. Chicago Department of Transportation

Rebekah Scheinfeld

Commissioner

30 N. LaSalle St., Ste. 1100

Chicago, IL 60602

(312) 681-4100
rebekah.scheinfeld@cityofchicago.org

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning

Randall S. Blankenhorn

Executive Director

233 S. Wacker Dr., Ste. 800
Chicago, IL 60606

(312) 386-8602
rblankenhorn@cmap.illinois.gov

Chicago Transit Authority
Forrest Claypool

President

567 W. Lake St.

Chicago, IL 60661

(312) 836-7000
fclaypool@transitchicago.com

Metra

Donald A. Orseno

Executive Director / Chief Executive
Officer

547 W. Jackson Blvd.

Chicago, IL 60661

(312) 355-3656
dorseno@metrarr.com

Additional Contacts:

David Kralik, Department Head/Long
Range Planning dkralik@metrarr.com
Peter Zwolfer, Chief Operations Officer
pzwolfer@metrarr.com

Northeastern lllinois Regional
Transportation Authority
Leanne Redden

Interim Executive Director

175 W. Jackson Blvd., Ste. 1650
Chicago, IL 60604

(312) 913-3221
reddenl@rtachicago.org

Northwest Indiana Regional
Development Authority
Sherri Ziller

Chief Operating Officer

9800 Connecticut Dr.

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 644-3500
sziller@rda.in.gov
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23. Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission
Steve Strains
Director of Planning
6100 Southport Rd.
Portage, Indiana 46368
(219)763-6060
sstrains@nirpc.org

Belinda Petroskey, Transit Planner
bpetroskey@nirpc.org

Local

24. City of Calumet City
Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush
Mayor
204 Pulaski Rd.
Calumet City, IL 60406
(708) 891-8105
mayorsoffice@calumetcity.org

25. City of Chicago
Rahm Emanuel
Mayor
121 N. LaSalle St., 4™ Fl.
Chicago, IL 60602
(312) 744-5000

26. City of Hammond
Thomas M. McDermott, Jr.
Mayor
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN 46320
(219) 853-6301
mayor@gohammond.com

27. Cook County
Toni Preckwinkle
President
118 N. Clark St.
Chicago, IL 60602
(312) 443-5500

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Lake County

2293 N. Main St.
Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 755-3280

Town of Dyer

Rick Eberly

Town Administrator

One Town Square

Dyer, IN 46311
reberly@townofdyer.com

Town of Munster
Thomas F. DeGiulio
Town Manager

1005 Ridge Rd.
Munster, IN 46321
(219) 836-6900
tdegiulio@munster.org

Town of St. John

Steve Kil

Town Manager

10955 W. 93rd Ave.

St. John, IN 46373

(219) 365-6465
stevekil.tm@stjohnin.com

Village of Burnham
Robert E. Polk

Council President
14450 S. Manistee Ave.
Chicago, IL 60633
(708) 891-2122

Village of Dolton
Stan Urban
Administrator

14014 S. Park Ave.
Dolton, IL 60419
surban@vodolton.org
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Appendix K

Agencies and Organizations Invited to be Section 106 Consulting Parties

State Historic Preservation Offices 6. Hammond Historical Society
1. Indiana Department of Natural ai?n?rﬁt]edsltl.\l 46320
Resources, Division of Historic (219) 931_’5100
Preservation and Archaeology
Chgd Sllde( . 7. Indiana Landmarks — Northwest Field
Assistant Director for Environmental Office
Review Tiffany Tolbert
402 W. Washington St., Rm. W274 Director
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2739 541 South Lake St
2. lllinois Historic Preservation Agency Gary-Miller Beach, IN 46403
Anne Haaker 8. Indiana Landmarks
Deputy State Historic Preservation ’ Marsh Davis
Officer President
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 1201 Central Ave
Springfield, lllinois 62701-1507 Indianapolis, IN 46202
Historic Preservation Organizations (317) ,639,'45_34
mdavis@indianalandmarks.org
1. Calumet City Historical Society
Cynthia Ogorek 9. Lake County Historical Society
760 Wentworth Ave. Bruce Woods
Calumet City, IL 60409 President
(708) 832-9390 Courthouse Square, Ste. 205
Crown Point, IN 46307
2. Dyer Historical Society (219) 662-3975
Glen Eberly Bwoods_mhs@yahoo.com
President
One Town Square 10. Landmarks lllinois
Dyer, IN 46311 Bonnie McDonald
(219) 865-6108 President
30 N. Michigan St., Ste. 2020
3. Dolton Historical Society Chicago, IL 60602
644 Sheridan Ave (312) 922-1742
Dolton, IL 60419
11. Munster Historical Society
4. Griffith Historical Society JoAnne Shafer
Karen Kulinski President
P.O. Box 678 1005 Ridge Rd.
Griffith, IN 46319-0678 Munster, IN 46321
(219) 836-6930
5. Hammond Historic Preservation
Commission 12. Preservation Chicago
Patrick Swibes 4410 N Ravenswood Ave.
649 Conkey St. Chicago, IL 60640
Hammond, IN 46324 (773) 334-8800
(219) 853-6397
Page K-1 March 2015
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13. Schererville Historical Society 5. Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
Heidi Zima Mr. George Strack
10 E. Joliet St. Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Schererville, IN 46375 Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
(219) 322-1699 202 S. Eight Tribes Trall
Miami, OK 74354
14. St. John Historical Society (918) 542-1445
St John Town Hall (317) 625-1288 (cell)
10955 West 93rd Ave. gstrack@miamination.com
PO Box 134
St John, IN 46373 6. Otoe-Missouria Tribe
Mr. John R. Shotton
Tribal Governments Chairman
1. Ho-Chunk Nation Otoe-Missouria Tribe
Mr. Bill Quackenbush 8151 Highway 177
P.O. Box 667 (877) 692-6863
Black River Falls, W1 54815 Jshotton@omtribe.org
715) 284-7181 / (715) 896-2795 (cell . . .
(BiII (3uackenbush(@ho)-chunk corrf ) 7. Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
' ' Mr. Frank Hecksher
2. NAGPRA Representative NAGPRA/Special Projects
Mr. George Garvin (Alternate) Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
Black River Falls, W1 54615 P.O. Box 1527
george.garvin@ho-chunk.com (918) 540-2535 9Xt'_31
fhecksher@peoriatribe.com
3. lowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska . . .
Mr. E. Martin Fee 8. Potawatomi - Citizen Potawatomi
THPO Nation
3345 B Thrasher Rd. Mr. John A. Barrett
White Cloud, KS 66094 Mr. Jeremy Finch
(785) 595-3258 Ch_alrperson _ .
mfee@iowas.org Citizen Potawatomi Nation
1601 S. Gordon Cooper Dr.
4. lowa Tribe of Oklahoma Shawnee, OK 74801
Mr. Robert Fields (405) 275-3121 _
335588 E. 750 Rd. rbarrett@ potawatomi.org
Perkins, OK 74059 .
(405) 547-2402 9. Potawatomi - Forest County
rfields@iowanation.org Potawatomi
(405) 547-5433 Mr. Harold Frank
http://www.iowanation.org/default.html Chairman _
Forest County Potawatomi
5460 Everybody's Rd., P.O. Box 340
Crandon, WI 54520
(800) 960-5479 ext. 7474
mikea@fcpotawatomi.com
Page K-2 March 2015
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11.

12.

13.

14.

. Potawatomi - Hannahville Indian
Community
Mr. Kenneth Meshigaud
Mr. Earl Meshigaud
Chairperson
Hannahville Indian Community
N14911 Hannahville Boulevard Rd.
Wilson, MI 49896
(906) 723-2271
earlmeshigaud@hannahville.org

16.

Potawatomi - Pokagon Band of
Potawatomi

Mr. Marcus Wichester

THPO

58620 Sink Rd.

Dowagiac, Ml 49047

(269) 462-4224
Marcus.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov

Potawatomi - Prairie Band
Potawatomi Nation

Mr. Steve Ortiz

Ms. Linda Yazzie

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
16281 Q Rd.

Mayetta, KS 66509

(785) 966-4007 / (785) 966-4008 /
(785) 966-4000
steveo@pbpnation.org

linday@ pbpnation.org

Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi
in lowa/Meskwaki

Mr. Jonathan L. Buffalo

Historic Preservation Director

Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in
lowa/Meskwaki

349 Meskwaki Rd.

Tama, 1A 52339

(641) 484-3185
jlbuffalo@meskwaki.org

Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in
Kansas and Nebraska

Brigette Robidoux

Chairperson

305 North Main St.

Reserve, KS 66434

(785) 742-7471
brobidoux@sacandfoxcasino.com

15. Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma

Ms. Sandra Massey

Historic Preservation Officer

Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma
Route 2, Box 246

Stroud, OK 74079

(918) 968-3526 ext. 1048
wahnesh@yahoo.com
smassey@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

Mr. John Blackhawk

Chairperson

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

100 Bluff St.

Winnebago, NE 68071

(402) 878-3103
john.blackhawk@winnebagotribe.com
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Overview

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District (NICTD) have initiated the environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor
Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other regulatory requirements. A Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is being prepared as part of this process, with the FTA
as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor responsible for
implementing the Project under NEPA.

The environmental review process builds upon NICTD’s prior West Lake Corridor studies that
examined a broad range of alignments, technologies, and transit modes. The studies
concluded that a rail-based service between the Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium
Station in Downtown Chicago would best meet the transportation needs of the study area.
Thus, NICTD advanced a “Commuter Rail” Alternative for more detailed analysis in the DEIS.
NEPA also requires consideration of a “No Build” Alternative to provide a basis for comparison
to the Commuter Rail Alternative.

o No Build Alternative: The No Build Alternative is defined as the existing transportation
system, plus any committed transportation improvements included in the Northwestern
Indiana Regional Planning Commission’s (NIRPC) 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan
(CRP) (2011) and Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s (CMAP) Go To 2040
Comprehensive Regional Plan (2014) through the planning horizon year 2040. It also
includes capacity improvements to the existing Metra Electric District’s (MED) line and
Millennium Station as part of NICTD’s and the Northwest Indiana Regional Development
Authority’s (RDA) 20-Year Strategic Business Plan (2014).

e Commuter Rail Alternative: The Commuter Rail Alternative would involve an approximate 9-
mile southern extension of NICTD’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) between Dyer and
Hammond, Indiana (Figure 1-1). The Project would include new track improvements along the
existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flyover to the existing
SSL in Hammond. Four stations would be included at Munster/Dyer Main Street, Munster

Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would
also be needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would
connect with the existing SSL and ultimately MED line to the north, providing new transit service
between Dyer and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago.

Two alignment design options are also being considered for the Project, including a possible
extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end and another along the Indiana Harbor
Belt (IHB) Kensington Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and Chicago, lllinois on the
northern end. Design options for four other possible station locations and three potential
maintenance facility sites are also being studied.

1.2 Purpose of Report

This report documents compliance with NEPA Scoping requirements for the environmental
review process and summarizes the comments, feedback, and input received from the agencies
and public during the Scoping period for the Project.
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2. SCOPING PROCESS

2.1 Overview of Scoping Process

According to the Council on Environmental Quality's (CEQ) NEPA Regulations (40 Code of
Federal Regulations [CFR] 8§ 1500), federal and state lead agencies should engage in the
agency and public Scoping process to help define the appropriate range of issues and the depth
and breadth of analysis to be addressed in a major environmental document. In short, Scoping
is the process of determining the “scope” of the EIS. It takes place at the beginning of the
environmental review process and serves the following purposes:

o Identifying a range of actions, reasonable alternatives, and impacts to be considered;
e Connecting previous planning decisions with current project development;

o Establishing a decision-making framework;

e Looking for opportunities to streamline the project and collaborate with partners; and

¢ Organizing the study and defining boundaries and responsibilities.

During the Scoping process, agency and public comments are solicited in response to the
information provided and are used to identify reasonable alternatives and potential
environmental effects in the preparation of the EIS. The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) Section 6002 specifies that the
lead agencies must provide Cooperating and Participating Agencies and the public the
opportunity for involvement during the development of the purpose and need statement and
range of alternatives.

2.2 Initiation of Scoping

The FTA issued the Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register, Volume
79, Number 189, on September 30, 2014. The NOI notified interested parties regarding the
intent to prepare the EIS, provided information on the nature of the proposed Project and
possible alternatives, and invited public participation in the environmental review process. The
NOI also provided information on how and when comments on the scope of the EIS should be
submitted. Additionally, the NOI supplied information, including the dates, times and locations
of the agency and public Scoping meetings. The published NOI is provided in Appendix A.

2.3 Scoping Period and Meetings

The Scoping process was conducted in accordance with NEPA and Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requirements. The 30-day Scoping period began on October
13, 2014 and ended November 11, 2014. The FTA and NICTD invited agencies and
organizations by letter to participate in the Scoping process and attend Scoping meetings. The
public was notified via newspaper advertisements, website, mail-out, email blasts, and flyers.
The FTA and NICTD held both the Agency and Public Scoping Meetings for the Project on
October 28, 2014 at the Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster,
Indiana 46321. Details of the Agency and Public Scoping process and comments received are
provided in the following sections.
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3. AGENCY SCOPING

The FTA and NICTD invited agencies to participate in the environmental review process by
inviting them to be Cooperating Agencies and/or Participating Agencies under NEPA or a
Consulting Party under Section 106 of the NHPA. Each is described in the following sections.
Sample invitation letters are provided in Appendix B.

3.1.1 Cooperating Agencies

According to CEQ (40 CFR 1508.5), a "Cooperating Agency" means any federal agency, other
than a lead agency, that has jurisdiction by law or special expertise with respect to any
environmental impact involved in a proposed project or project alternative. A state or local
agency of similar qualifications or, when the effects are on lands of tribal interest, a Native
American tribe may, by agreement with the lead agencies, also become a Cooperating Agency.
Cooperating Agencies are by definition Participating Agencies as well, and while the roles and
responsibilities of both are similar, the Cooperating Agencies have a slightly greater degree of
authority, responsibility, and involvement in the environmental review process.

The FTA mailed Cooperating Agency invitation letters to two agencies with a potential interest in
the Project: the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and US Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE). The USACE accepted the invitation to be a Cooperating Agency. The FRA declined
the initiation to participate as a Cooperating Agency, but elected to serve as a Participating
Agency in the process instead. Responses from the two agencies are provided in Appendix D.

3.1.2 Participating Agencies

Participating Agencies can be federal, state, tribal, regional, and local government agencies that
may have an interest in the Project. The FTA mailed Participating Agency invitation letters to
the agencies listed in Table 3-1 (Agencies Invited to Serve as Participating Agencies). The
table also indicates which agencies accepted the invitation to participate. Responses from the
agencies are provided in Appendix D.
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Table 3-1: Agencies Invited to Serve as Participating Agencies

Agency

Response to
Invitation

Federal

o Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

No Response

o Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), lllinois Division

No Response

o Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Indiana Division

No Response

o US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

No Response

e US Department of Housing and Urban Development (USHUD)

No Response

o US Department of Interior (USDOI), National Park Service (NPS)

Accepted Invitation

e US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)

Accepted Invitation

e US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

Accepted Invitation

State

o lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)

No Response

o lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)

No Response

¢ lllinois Environmental Protection Agency

No Response

o lllinois State Department of Agriculture

Declined Invitation

¢ Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM)

No Response

o Indiana Department of Natural Resources (INDNR)

Accepted Invitation

¢ Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)

No Response

o Indiana State Department of Agriculture

No Response

Regional

e Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT)

Accepted Invitation

e Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)

Accepted Invitation

e Chicago Transit Authority (CTA)

Accepted Invitation

e Metra

No Response

o Northeastern lllinois Regional Transportation Authority (RTA)

Accepted Invitation

o Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority (RDA)

Accepted Invitation

o Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)

Accepted Invitation

Local

o City of Calumet

No Response

o City of Chicago

No Response

e City of Hammond

Accepted Invitation

e Cook County

Accepted Invitation

o Lake County

No Response

e Town of Dyer

Accepted Invitation

e Town of Munster

Accepted Invitation

e Town of St. John

No Response

o Village of Burnham

No Response

o Village of Dolton

No Response

3.1.3 Section 106 Consulting Parties

The FTA initiated the Section 106 Consultation Process for the Project with the State Historic
Preservation Offices -- INDNR Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology and lllinois

Historic Preservation Agency -- on September 29, 2014. In the initiation letters to the SHPOs
(see Appendix B), the FTA delegated authority to NICTD to undertake coordination activities
regarding the preparation of information, analyses, and graphics in support of the Section 106

Consultation Process for the Project.

ﬂ:r’ WEST LAKE CORRIDGR Page 5

March 2015




NICD

Scoping Summary Report

Thereafter, NICTD invited historic organizations to be Section 106 Consulting Parties based on
their special knowledge of, concern for, or mandated regulatory role relative to historic

properties in the Project study area, and the FTA invited Native American tribal governments to

participate. A sample invitation letter for Section 106 Consulting Parties is provided in
Appendix B. Table 3-2 (Organizations Invited to Serve as Section 106 Consulting Parties)
shows the organizations and tribes that were invited to participate in the Section 106
consultation process. Of those listed, the Hammond Historical Society, Indiana Landmarks
(Northwest Field Office), Lake County Historical Society, and Peoria Tribe of Indians of

Oklahoma accepted the invitation to be a Section 106 Consulting Party. Responses from these
organizations and tribe are provided in Appendix D.

Table 3-2: Organizations Invited to Serve as Section 106 Consulting Parties

Organization

Response to
Invitation

Historic Agencies/Organizations

e Calumet City Historical Society

No Response

o Dyer Historical Society

No Response

o Dolton Historical Society

No Response

o Griffith Historical Society

No Response

¢ Hammond Historic Preservation Commission

No Response

e Hammond Historical Society Accepted Invitation
e Indiana Landmarks — Northwest Field Office Accepted Invitation
e Indiana Landmarks No Response

o Lake County Historical Society Accepted Invitation

e Landmarks lllinois

No Response

e Munster Historical Society

No Response

e Preservation Chicago

No Response

e Schererville Historical Society

No Response

e St. John Historical Society

No Response

Tribes

e Ho-Chunk Nation

No Response

e |owa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska

No Response

e |owa Tribe of Oklahoma

No Response

e Miami Tribe of Oklahoma

No Response

o Otoe-Missouria Tribe

No Response

e Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma

Accepted Invitation

e Potawatomi - Citizen Potawatomi Nation

No Response

e Potawatomi - Forest County Potawatomi

No Response

e Potawatomi - Hannahville Indian Community

No Response

e Potawatomi - Pokagon Band of Potawatomi

No Response

e Potawatomi - Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation

No Response

e Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in lowa/Meskwaki

No Response

e Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska

No Response

e Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma

No Response

e Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

No Response
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3.2 Agency Scoping Meeting

An Agency Scoping Meeting was held to solicit comments from agencies invited to participate in
the environmental review process for the Project. Meeting details are as follows:

e Time: Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
e Location: Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana
e Attendees: 16 signed in

The meeting included a PowerPoint presentation by NICTD, followed by an open session for
guestions and answers. In addition to poster display boards in the room, participants were
provided with a Project fact sheet and Scoping Booklet. The Scoping Booklet provided
information about the Project, including the Project background and description, NEPA
requirements, procedures and schedule, purpose and need, initial alternatives considered, issues
to be considered in the EIS, agency involvement, and outreach and public participation. Meeting
materials are provided in Appendix C, and the agency sign-in sheets are found in Appendix D.

3.3 Agency Scoping Comments

The agency scoping comments are summarized in this section, with the detailed comments
from each agency provided in Appendix D. The main comments received from the agencies
involve the following environmental resources or other issue areas:

e Monon Trail and safety of users

e Erie Lackawanna Trail

e Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) parks

¢ Noise and vibration impacts

e Airimpacts

e Hazardous materials and contaminated sites

e Contamination and remediation of Grand Calumet River

e Proposed crossing over the Grand Calumet River

o Wetlands, nature and forest preserves, and critical habitat

o Federally and State listed threatened and endangered species and migratory bird
populations

e Soil stabilization

e Historic districts

e Environmental justice and transit-dependent populations

e Proposed maintenance facility locations and associated noise, air, and traffic impacts
e Proposed station locations

e Size of parking areas at proposed stations

e Transit-oriented development and economic opportunities at proposed stations
¢ Induced development

o Diesel trains and associated noise and air impacts

e Electric trains and electric lines to accommodate them

o Freight traffic
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e Grade crossing safety

e Mitigation

e Green buildings

e Resolution of support for the project

City of Hammond

o Erie Lackawanna Trail, which merges with the Monon Trail in the study area at Douglas
Street, and the Dan Rabin Transit Plaza are recipients of a LWCF grant.

e Wishes to retain the Monon Trail and would like to know how the Project would affect the
trail and trail users and how fencing or separations between the trains and trail users would
affect the neighborhoods and downtown area.

e Expressed comments about the proposed location of maintenance facility south of 173" Street.

¢ Would like to know how electric lines would be constructed if electric trains were used and
expressed concerns with diesel trains.

e Opposed to the proposed line being used for freight traffic.

o Would like to know how the proposed alignment would affect street crossing at State Street
and Willow Court and how it would affect the Chicago Street/Gostlin Street reconstruction
project.

¢ Inquired about the size and location of parking facilities, impacts from lighting from the
parking area, and buffering from adjacent uses at the proposed station locations in
Hammond. The city also questions the potential of using the existing parking structure in
Downtown Hammond.

o Proposed station locations present the opportunity for transit-oriented development, which
could provide new housing and economic development opportunities. The city looks
forward to pursuing the project with NICTD.

¢ In addition to the potential noise and air impact, the city noted issues with ground
contamination that may exist in the former Monon yard or along the proposed alignment.

o Two National Register Historic Districts are located in the study area: Forest Avenue Area
and Downtown Hammond.

INDNR, Co-Trustees

e Grand Calumet River is one of the most contaminated rivers in the country due to a long
history of chemical dumping and discharges. Contaminated segments average 8 to 10 feet
in depth.

e USEPA, IDEM, INDNR, and USFWS have partnered to remediate and restore the West
Branch of the Grand Calumet River. The Indiana Natural Resource trustees do not want to
see the remediation damaged by new bridge piers in the river channel.

INDNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife

o INDNR checked the Natural Heritage Program data and concluded that the Project would
not affect any INDNR owned nature preserves. They also concluded that no plant or animal
species listed as state or federally threatened, endangered, or rare have been reported to
occur within the Project corridor.
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e NICTD and FTA should avoid or minimize impacts to fish, wildlife and botanical resources to
the greatest extent possible, and compensate for impacts. INDNR recommended several
measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts including: utilizing existing structures to
produce fewer impacts to streams, wetlands, and surrounding habitat; bank stabilization;
formal wetland remediation; mitigation plan for potential impacts to riparian habitat and
wetlands; soil stabilization for exposed soils; and several additional measures to avoid,
minimize or compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife and botanical resources.

NIRPC

e Issued Resolution 14-32 in support of increased investment in commuter rail connecting
Chicago to Northwest Indiana and the expansion of the West Lake Corridor. The
Commission sees itself as a partner with NICTD and as a regional policy body is strongly
committed to the successful implementation of a commuter rail project in Northwest Indiana.

USACE

e Any impacts to wetlands and waterways will require a permit from the USACE under the
authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Efforts to avoid and minimize these
impacts must be made.

USFWS

e Wetlands may exist in the Fisher 45" Street area in southern Munster. Wetlands
delineations will be necessary in this area.

e There may also be wetlands associated with the proposed crossings of the West branch
Little Calumet River, West Branch Grand Calumet River, and/or Calumet River/Calumet Sag
Channel, depending upon the route chosen.

e |HB route would bisect the Beaubien Woods Forest Preserve in lllinois, which contains
numerous wetlands and the Burnham Prairie Nature Preserve.

o Existing bridge over the West Branch Little Calumet River includes several piers within the
river channel, which are known to collect debris and contribute to flooding problems during
high water events. Therefore, the DEIS needs to evaluate the impacts of leaving this bridge
in place to serve the commuter line versus removing it and replacing it at the same site with
a clear span bridge with no in-channel piers.

e USFWS will request mitigation for wetland losses; the mitigation ratio for the loss of forested
wetland is 4:1, with 2: or 3:1 for emergent and scrub-shrub wetlands.

e USFWS, in conjunction with the other Natural Resources Trustees (INDNR and IDEM) has
been working with the USEPA to remediate the severely polluted sediments within both the
West and East Branches of the Grand Calumet River in Indiana. Because of the dredging
and capping, the Trustees are opposed to any construction activities that could compromise
the integrity of the cap, including the placement of piers and abutments for a new railroad
bridge. If it is determined by the FTA that a new bridge will be necessary to cross the West
Branch Grand Calumet within Hammond, this bridge must be a clear span, with no piers or
abutments within the river channel.

o DEIS will need to evaluate potential impacts to migratory bird populations and the presence
of bald eagles nesting/attempting to nest within wetland and woodland habitats in the Grand
Calumet/Cal-Sag Channel/Lake Calumet area. The Project sponsor should avoid or
minimize impacts wherever possible.
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o There are several threatened and endangered species and critical habitat in Lake County
and Cook County; however, the USFWS stated that none of the Lake County listed species
are known within the West Lake Corridor Project Study Area. Most of the Cook County listed
species are also not known within the Corridor, including the Hine's emerald dragonfly and its
Critical Habitat. However, the USFWS does not know the status of some of the species within
the Forest Preserves, Nature Preserves, and other protected habitats within the Corridor.

USDOI, NPS

e There are 21 LWCF projects within Lake County Indiana that may be within or close to the
West Lake Corridor Study Area. Each of these sites is encumbered by the LCWF Act and
Section 6(f). The NPS recommended that the INDNR be contacted to determine the exact
location for each of these 21 sites.

USEPA

o Northern portion of the study area near the West Branch Grand Calumet Riverisin a
designated Area of Concern in the Great Lakes Basin. There have been ongoing
remediation efforts by EPA and the INDNR to address polluted sediments in the river. EPA
wants to ensure that the integrity of the remediation is maintained and that efforts are not
disturbed and/or disrupted. If a new bridge crossing is necessary for the project, then it is
recommended that the bridge be designed to span the river without piers or abutments that
would compromise the integrity of the remediation efforts.

e Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois are designated non-attainment for the 2008
8-hour ozone standard. EPA plans to propose a revised ozone standard December 1, 2014
and finalize in October 2015.

e Concurs with the general environmental resources and potential impacts identified in the
Scoping Booklet and NOI. The EPA provided additional comments and recommendations on:

o0 Identification and assessment of alternatives and options
o0 Transit-dependent populations

o Populations with environmental justice concerns

o0 Air quality

o Water resources

0 Vegetation and wildlife habitat

0 Induced development

0 Green buildings

o0 Mitigation

3.4 Section 106 Consultations

The following is a summary of the comments received through the Section 106 consultation
process. The comments are provided in Appendix D.

INDNR, Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology

¢ Requested additional information to facilitate their identification and evaluation under 36
CFR 800.3, 800.4 and recommended review of INDOT's Cultural Resources Manual. The
agency also identified contact persons for follow-up.

Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma

e There may be places of traditional religious or cultural importance present or within the
vicinity of the proposed project and further consultation is requested.
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4. PUBLIC SCOPING

Members of the public were invited to participate in a public Scoping meeting. The meeting was
intended to inform the public of the EIS process, as well as provide an opportunity to comment
on the purpose and need, alternatives being considered, key environmental considerations, and
public and agency coordination process.

NICTD issued a press release and advertised the public Scoping process and meetings in three
study area newspapers, Sun Times, Times, and Gary Crusader. NICTD also posted an
announcement of the meetings on the Project’s website, sent e-mail blasts to stakeholders listed in
the Project database, distributed project flyers, and mailed postcards to over 19,500 residences and
businesses in the study area. The press release, newspaper advertisements, postcard, and flyer
can be found in Appendix A.

4.1 Public Scoping Meeting

The Public Scoping Meeting for the environmental review process was held as follows:

e Time: Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM
e Location: Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana
e Attendees: 94 signed in

Meeting participants were asked to sign in and were given a project factsheet, Section 106
handout, and comment card. The meeting began with a welcome and definition of meeting
format, which was followed by a PowerPoint presentation that summarized the purpose of the
project, study process and execution timeline, alternatives being considered, and key
environmental considerations. An open house was convened after the presentation. During
this time, meeting participants were able to walk around the room and learn more about the
Project via display boards. Project staff was available to provide additional information and
answer any questions. Participants were able to provide verbal comments directly to a court
reporter that was present on site and/or they could submit written comments on comment cards.
Completed comment cards could be submitted at the meeting or submitted after the meeting. A
copy of the meeting presentation and materials is provided in Appendix C, with the public sign-in
sheets found in Appendix E.

4.2 Public Comments Received

Over the course of the Scoping period, NICTD provided the public with multiple opportunities to
submit comments. These were offered via online submission through the Project e-mail or
website online comment section, by mail to the NICTD Project office, via the automated phone
line, transcribed at the Scoping meeting, and through comment cards that were provided at the
Scoping meeting. In total, 144 public comments were received through these outreach
methods. The following is a breakdown of the number of comments received:

e Online: 110
° Mailed: 3
e Automated Phone: 10
e Comment Cards: 15
e Transcribed: 6

A summary of the main comments received from the public is provided below by subject area.
A complete compilation of the public comments is provided in Appendix E.
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Support for the Project

The following is a summary of the support or lack of support for the Project:

o Of the 144 comments received, 40 percent were in favor of the Project. Reasons for
support included economic growth, improved connectivity, expanded access, and overall
positive benefits.

o Of the 144 comments received, 32 percent were against the Project. Reasons for the lack
of support included costs and taxpayer burden; the need prioritize other basic infrastructure
improvements, such as roads and bridges; and the Project does not reflect the needs of the
larger community; impacts to residential properties.

Environmental Issues

The following environmental issues were raised in the comments:
¢ Noise and vibration impacts to residential properties

e Impacts to property values

e Impacts to adjacent businesses and residences

o Property acquisitions and potential displacements

e Impacts to the Monon Trail

e Impacts on parking in adjacent neighborhoods

e Safe access to stations

Other Issues
o There were several requests for additional information.

¢ One comment challenged the project in concept and the value proposition that it would
potentially deliver.

e One comment wanted to know whether the Project would be accepted by Metra.

e One commenter recommended utilizing the former Michigan Central (MC) route between
Hammond and Kensington.

e There was a question on whether the Gary Station would be shut down to accommodate
this Project expansion.

5. SUMMARY AND NEXT STEPS

The Scoping process documented in this report complies with NEPA and Section 106
requirements, providing both the agencies and public an opportunity for early input into the
environmental review process for the Project. The agency and public comments received
during Scoping will help the FTA and NICTD finalize the Project’s purpose and need,
alternatives considered, and issues to be addressed in the DEIS. The input received will
provide direction into the assessment of the social, natural environment, and economic factors
considered in the DEIS.
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A DEIS document will be prepared following Scoping to more fully assess the Project and
disclose potential impacts. The DEIS will:

o Identify the Purpose and Need for the Project;

o Describe the Project and alternatives considered;

o Evaluate the affected environment and potential environmental impacts of the Project;
e Propose actions that will help mitigate unavoidable impacts;

o Enable decision-makers to identify the solution that best meets the Project Purpose and
Need; and

e Provide the public and agencies opportunities to review and comment on the Project.

The DEIS document will be circulated for public and agency comment over a 45-day review
period. During this time, a public hearing(s) will be held to present the results of the DEIS and
formally record all comments received. Following the public review period, NICTD will select a
Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for the Project that can further advance in the environmental
review process, as well as FTA’s New Starts funding program.

In order to complete the environmental review process, the FTA intends to issue a single Final
EIS (FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) document pursuant to Moving Ahead for Progress in
the 21° Century Act (MAP-21) Section 1319 Accelerated Decisionmaking in Environmental
Reviews, unless FTA determines statutory criteria or practicability considerations preclude a
combined document. The FEIS/ROD would respond to comments received on the DEIS, include
the LPA selected for the Project, and state the environmental findings and mitigation
requirements.
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Federal Register/Vol. 79, No. 189/ Tuesday, September 30, 2014 / Notices

58861

ara in captive service. In addition, the
stonciling requiremonts would destroy
the historical appearance of the froight
cars that have been preserved for
historical, education, and interprotive
pUrposes.

Rogarding roflactorization reliof,
MRESR states that these requiraments
would dostroy tho historical appearance
of the fraight cars which have boen
prasarvaed for historical, educational,
and interpretive purposes. Application
of the reflectorized tape or decals on
wood-bodied equipment is difficult.
Furthar, thers is no practical safety
purposo sorved by applying
reflactorization because of the captive
sorvice and the oxtreme care undor
which MRSR operates such equipment,
as wall as the fact that the equipmaent is
raraly operated in times other than
daylight hours. During the Christmas
season, the last train on each operating
day operates during hours of darknoss
on the return trip. On those occasions,
crossings not equipped with automatic
crossing protection will be protected by
flagmen equipped with lights and fuses
to warn approaching motorists and o
illuminate the cars. Current MRSE
managemant is not aware of any train or
vnhi:ﬁr accidents at grade crossings
involving MRSR trains.

A copy of the petition, as well as any
writton communications concorning tho
petition, is available for review online at
www.negulaotions.govand in porson at
the U.5. Department of Transportation’s
(DOT) Docket Operations Facility, 1200
Mew Jersey Avanue SE., W12-140,
Washington, DC 20500. The Docket
Operations Facility is open from 8 a.m,
to & p.m., Monday through Friday,
excapt Foderal Holidays.

Intornsted partios aro invitoed to
participale in those proceedings by
submitting written views, data, or
commants. FRA doss not anticipata
schaduling a public hearing in
connoction with these procesdings since
the facts do not appear to warrant a
hoaring. If any interosted party dasiros
an opportunity for oral comment, they
should notify FRA, in writing, before
the end of the comment period and
spacify tho basis for their request.

All communications concerning these
procoedings should identify the
appropriate docket number and may be
submitted by any of the following
maothods:

« Wah zita: hitp://
wivw.nogulafions.gov. Follow tho online
instructions for submitting comments.

* Fax: 202-403-2251,

¢ Mail: Docket Operations Facility,
U.5. Dopartment of Transportation, 1200
Mew Jorsey Avenue SE., W12-140,
Washington, X 205680,

» Hand Delivary: 1200 Now Jersoy
Avonue SE., Room W12-140,
Washington, DC 20580, betweon 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
oxcept Federal Holidays.

Communications received by
MNovembar 14, 2014 will be considored
by FRA before final action is taken.
Comments received aftor that date will
ba considered as far as practicable.

Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of any written
communications and comments
recaived into any of our dockets by the
nama of the individual submitting the
comemant (or signing the document, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, ete.). See hitp.//
m.mgr{hﬁnns.mwf# .“Ip:imiv_v.“u’rﬂine

@ privacy notice of ations.,
or inlﬁl‘l:h?ll?d partias mayrss:r’iqw DCT%'SY
complote Privacy Act Statamant in the
Federal Register published on April 11,
2000 (65 FR 10477).

Issued in Washington, DG, on Seplembor

23, 2014,

Ron Hymes,

Director, Office of Safety Compliance and
Assrerence,

[FR Doc. 708423202 Filod 9-20-14; 8:45 am)
BILLING CODE 4510-08-5

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Transit Administration

Environmental Impact Statement for
Wesl Lake Corridor Project in Lake
County, Indiana and Cook County,
llinois

AGENCY: Fedoral Transit Administration,

LS, Dopartment of Transportation,

ACTION: Motico of Intant to Propare an
Environmental Impact Statement.

SUMMARY: The Foderal Transit
Administration (FTA), as the Federal
Load Agency, and the Northern Indiana
Commuter Transportation District
(NICTD), as the Local Project Sponsor,
intond to prepare an Environmental
Impact Statemant (EIS) for the West
Lake Corridor Project (Project] in Lake
County, Indiana and Cook Guum:.-'.
Minois, Tho Project is an approcamataly
S-mile proposed southern branch
oxtonsion of NICTD's existing South
Shore Line (55L) between Dyer and
Hammaond, Indiana. Additionally, the
Project would operate on about 15 miles
of axisting S5L and Motra Electric
District’s [MED] line to the Millennium
Station in downtown Chicago,
Alternatives to be considered include a
Mo Build, Commuter Rail, and saveoral
design options for the latter in terms of
route alignmaont, station locations,

maintonance facility sites, and vehicle
maode. Mor information can be found
on the Project’s Web site at: http//
www.nictdwestlake.com.

The EIS will bo propared in
accordance with regulations
implementing the Mational
Environmental Policy Act ([NEPA), as
wall as provisions of Moving Ahoad for
Progress in the 21st Contury Act (MAP-
21). Thae purposa of this notice is to alert
interested parties regarding FTA's plan
to prepam the E1S; provido information
on the nature of the proposed Project;
solicit public and agency input
ragarding the scope of tho E1S including
the project’s purpose and nead,
alternatives to be considored, and the
impacts to be evaluated; and announce
that public and agency scoping moatings
will be conducted. This input will ba
usnd to assist docision makers in
determining a locally preferred
altarnative E:LPA] and praparing a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).
If the No Build alternative is aliminated,
an LPA will be selected and the project
sponsors will request parmission from
FTA to enter into Project Developmant
per requirements of 40 1.5.C. 5300, The
Final Environmantal Impact Statement
(FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROID)
would be issuad after the projoct has
entered Project Development. FTA
intonds to issuo a single FEIS and ROD
document pursuant to MAP-21 Section
1319 roquiremonts, unless FTA
determines statutory criteria or
practicability considerations procludao
issuance of the combined document
pursuant to Section 1319,

Dates, Times and Locations: A public
scoping mesting to presant information
and accopt commaents on the study will
ba held on Tuesday, October 28, 2014
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in Tho
Center for Visual and Performing Arts,
1040 Ridge Road, Munster, [N 46321.

Comparably, an interagency scopi
meating for fodaral, stato, regional an
local resource and regulatory agencios
will ba hald on Tuesday, Octobaer 28,
2014 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in The
Center for Visual and Performing Arts,
1040 Ridge Road, Munster, [N 46321,
Appropriate agencies that may have an
interost in this project, or have a
potential interest in becoming a
participating agency, will ba notified of
the meeting through separate direct
o mdence.

The building used for the mestings is
accossiblo to porsons with disabilitins,
Any person who requires special
assistanca, such as a languago
interpreter, should contact the NICTD
Wast Lake Corridor Project at 210-250-
2020 at least 48 hours bafore the
manting,
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Comment Dua Date: Writton
comments on the purpose and need for
the proposed improvements, and the
scopa of altornatives and impacts to bo
considerad should be sent to NICTD
West Lake Corridor Project via any of
the methods outlined in the Addrosses
saction balow, on or before Tuesday,
Movember 11, 2014.

ADDRESSES: Writton commaonts on the
scopa of the EIS should be sent to:
NICTD West Lake Corridor Project, 33
East L1.5. Highway 12, Chasterton, IN
46304; via omail at project.email@
nictdwestlake.com; or on the project’s
Weh site at htip-//
www.nictdwestloke.com /comment-
online html,

Additional Information: Contact Mark
Assam, Environmental Protection
Spacialist, Federal Transit
Administration, Region 5, 200 W.
Adams Street, Suite 320, Chicago, IL
BOBDG, 112-353-4070, mark.assam@
dot. gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Project Background

The concept of providing more direct
accoss to transit in contral, southem,
and westarn Lake County has beon
considered for more than 25 years in
ragional transportation studies. As sarly
as 1989, the Northwaestern Indiana
Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)
reloased a study that identified a South
Shom axtonsion as a potentially viabla
moans to expand mass transit in the
ragion. Since that time, multiple
evaluations have occurred, In 2011,
NICTTY's Wost Lako Corridor Study
concluded that a rail-based service
betwean the Munster/Dyer area and
Motra's Millannium Station in
Downtown Chicagn would best moat
intraregional public transportation
neads of the study area. In June 2014,
NICTD released its 20 Year Strategic
Business Plan. which highlighted the
importance of the Wesl Lake Corridor
Project.
II. Scoping

The FTA and NICTD will undertake a
scoping procass for the Project that will
allow the public and intorosted agoncies
to comment on the scope of the
environmental review process. NEPA
sooping has spocific objoctives to
identify the significant environmental
issues associated with alternatives to be
examined in detail, while also limiting
consideration of issuos that are not truly
sipnificant. As such, the FTA and
NICTD invite all interested individuals
and organizations, public agencies, and
Mative Amorican tribes to comment on
the scope of the EIS, including the

projoct’s purpose and neod, alternativas
to be studied, impacts to be evaluated,
and evaluation methods to be used.

111 Purpose and Need for Project

NICTDYs existing 551 provides a vital
transportation link that connects
Morthwost Indiana to Chicago and Cook
County, lllinois. NICTD is proposing the
Project as a branch extension of the 351
route to reach high-growth aroas in Lake
County, Indiana. The Project would
expand NICTDVs service coverage
batween Northwast Indiana and the
Chicago rogion, improve mobility and
accessibility, and stimulate local job
creation and economic development
oppartunities for Lake County.
Spocifically, the Projoct is intended to;

s Sarve hiﬁh—gruwm areas in central,
southern, and western Lake County,
Indiana

¢ Conveniently connect more
MNorthwest Indiana residents to
downtown Chicago jobs and major
activity conters

¢ Estahlish a solid modal alternative
between the two metropolitan sub-
rogions othor than driving

* Lowor commuting travel times and
costs
# Increase NICTD system ridership

* Promote aconomic developmant
opportunitios

s Creato local jobs in Northwast
Indiana

= Attract and retain families and
youngor residonts

¢ Provide a valued transportation
asset for use by all Northwest Indiana
rasidonts

IV. Alternatives

The EIS for the Project will evaluate
a No Build Alternative and a Commutor
Rail Altornative. The two alternatives
ara described as follows:

No Build Alternative: The No Build
Altornative is defined as the existing
transportation systam, plus any
committed transportation improvements
included in NIRPC's 2040
Compreheasive Regional Plan, It would
not include a major transit investment
in the West Lake Corridor. As such, the
Mo Build Altornative serves as the
NEPA baseline against which tho
environmental effects of the proposad
project are measured,

Commuter Rail Alternative: Tho
Commuter Rail Alternative would
include an approximately 9-mils
southem oxtension of NICTD s existing
S5L botween Dyer and Hammaond,
Indiana. The project would involve new
track improvements along the existing
CSX Transportation and former Monon
railroad corridors, with a flyover to the
existing 55L in Hammond. Four

potential stations would be includod at
Munster/Dyer Main Streel, Munstar
Fishor/45th Streets, South Hammond,
and Downtown Hammond. A
maintenance facility would also ba
neaded to store and maintain the
vehicles. Trains on the new Project
branch line would connect with the
existing S5L and ultimately the MED
line to the nm'th.l_imviding new transit
sorvica hetwoeon Dyor and Matra's
Millonnium Station in Downtown
Chicago, and as such, core capacit
improvemants to the existing ME
and Millonnium Station may be
roquired to accommodate the Project.
Two alignment design options are
also being considerad for the Project,
including a possiblo extonsion to St
John, Indiana on the southern end, and
another along the Indiana Harbor Belt
Kansington Branch through Calumet
City, Burnham, and Chicago, lllinois on
the northern end. Design options for
four other possible station locations and
throe potential maintonance facility
sitas are also being studied. Vehicle
mode options include Electric Heavy
Rail, Diezel Heavy Rail, and Combined
Elactric/THasal Rail. The Project route
alipnmaent, station locations,
maintenance facility sites, and vehicle
maodo will bo furthar refined during the
environmontal review procoss, working
in close consultation with the public,
agencies, and key stakeholdors.

V. Probable EffectsPotential Impacts
for Analysis

The FTA and NICTD will evaluate
oach altemative for significant social,
economic, and environmantal impacts.
Anticipated primary resource topics
include: Transportation, land usa,
socinaconomics and economic
development, parklands and trails,
neighborhoods and community
facilitins, environmental justice, noise
and vibration, hazardous materials,
ecosystems, water resources, and short-
term construction impacts. Tha EIS will
also address displacements and
ralocations, historic and archasological
resources, visual quality, vegetation,
farmlands, air quality, and energy. Tha
potential impacts to those resources will
be evaluated both for the short-tarm
construction period and long-term
oporation of each alternative. In
addition, indirect and cumulative
effects of the proposed project will be
identifind. Measures to avoid or
minimize and mitigate project impacts
will be developed, as nesdod.
VL FTA Procedures

The FTA and NICTD will comply
with applicable fedoeral environmental
laws, regulations, and axecutive orders

linn
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during the environmental review
process. These requirements include,
but are not limited to, the regulations of
the Council on Environmental Quality
implementing NEFA (40 CFR Parts
1500-1508) and FTA’s Regulations on
Environmental Impact and Related
Procedures (23 CFR Part 771). The FTA
and NICTD will also comply with the
requirements of the 1.5, Environmental
Protection Agency’s air quality
conformity regulations (40 CFR part 93),
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990,
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act,
Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act, Section 4(f] of
the U.5. Department of Transportation
Act, Executive Order 11988 on
Floodplain Management, Executive
Order 11990 on Wetlands, Executive
Order 12888 on Environmental Justice,
and DOT Order 5610.2({a) on
Environmental Justice.

Under a Commuter Rail scenario,
NICTD intends to seek federal funding
for the Project under FTA's New Starts
program. The New Starts program
involves a multi-year, multi-step
process, including completion of the
environmental review procedures,
which project sponsors must traverse
before funding is approved. The steps in
the New Starts process and basic
requirements of the funding program
can be found on FTA’s Web site at
www.fta.dot.gov.

VIL Paperwork Reduction

The Paperwork Reduction Act seeks,
in part, to minimize the cost to the
taxpayer of the creation, collection,
maintenance, use, dissemination, and
disposition of information. Consistent
with this goal and with principles of
economy and efficiency in government,
it is FTA policy to limit insofar as
possible distribution of complete
printed sets of NEPA documents.
Accordingly, unless a specific request
for a complete hardcopy of the NEPA
document is received before it is
printed, FTA and its grant applicants
will distribute only electronic versions
of the NEPA document. A complete
copy of the environmental document
will be available for review at the grant
applicant’s offices; an electronic copy of
the complete environmental document
will be available on the grant applicant’s
Project Web site at
www.nictdwestlake.com.

Marisol B, Simon,
Regional Administraior,

|FR Doc. 201423248 Filad 9-20-14; §:45 am]|
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration

[Docket No. PHMSA-2014-0092]

Pipeline Safety: Request for Revision
of a Previously Approved Information
Collection: Mational Pipeline Mapping
System Program

AGENCY: Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration
(PHMSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments; extension of comment
period.

SUMMARY: On July 30, 2014, (79 FR
44246) PHMSA published a notice and
request for comments in the Federal
Register titled: “Pipeline Safety:
Request for Revision of a Previously
Approved [nformation Collection:
MNational Pipeline Mapping System
(NPMS) Program (OMB Control No.
2137-0596)" seeking comments on
proposed changes to the NPMS data
collection. PHMSA has received a
request to extend the comment period in
order to provide more time to evaluate
the proposed revisions. PHMSA is
extending the comment period from
September 29, 2014, to December 1,
2014.

DATES: The closing date for filing
comments is extended from September
29, 2014, until December 1, 2014.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Docket No. PHMSA-2014—
0092 through one of the following
methods:

* Federal eRulemaking Portal: hitp://
www.regnlations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.

= Fax:202-493-2251

* Muil or Hand Delivery: Docket
Management Facility, U.S. Department
of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., West Building, Room W12-
140, Washington, DC 20590, between
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except on Federal
holidays.

* [nstructions: Identify the docket
number, PHMSA-2014-0092, at the
beginning of your comments. Note that
all comments received will be posted
without change to htfp://
www.regnlations.gov, including any
personal information provided. You
should know that anyone is able to
search the electronic form of all
comments received in any of our
dockets by the name of the individual
submitting the comment (or signing the
comment, if submitted on behalf of an
association, business, labor union, etc.).

Therefors, you may want to review
DOT's complete Privacy Act Statement
in the Federal Register published on
April 11, 2000 (65 FR 19477), or visit
hitp:/fwww.regulations.gov before
submitting any such comments.

* Docket: For access to the docket or
to read background documents or
comments, go to hitp://
www.regulations.gov at any time or to
Room W12-140 on the ground level of
DOT’s West Building, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Washington, DC, between
0:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
If you wish to receive confirmation of
receipt of your written comments,
please include a self-addressed,
stamped postcard with the following
statement: “Comments on: PHMSA—-
2014-0092." The Docket Clerk will date
stamp the postcard prior to returning it
to you via the U.S. mail. Please note that
due to delays in the delivery of U.S.
mail to Federal offices in Washington,
DC, we recommend that persons
consider an alternative method
(internet, fax, or professional delivery
service) of submitting comments to the
docket and ensuring their timely receipt
at DOT.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Amy Nelson, GIS Manager, Program
Development Division, U.S. Department
of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20500, by
phone at 2024930591 or email at
amy.nelson@dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July
30, 2014, (79 FR 44246) PHMSA
published a notice and request for
comments on the proposed changes to
the NPMS data collection. The NPMS is
a geospatial dataset that contains
information about PHMSA-regulated gas
transmission pipelines, hazardous
liquid pipelines, and hazardous liquid
low-stress gathering lines. The NPMS
also contains data layers for all liquefied
natural gas plants and a partial datasat
of PHMSA-regulated breakout tanks.
PHMSA is proposing to expand the
collection of this data to include more
detailed information on several data
elements.

On September 4, 2014, the American
Gas Association (AGA) requested
PHMSA extend the comment period by
30 days. AGA supported their request
stating that, within the notice, PHMSA
outlines thirty-one different pipeline
attributes that are requested in a
geospatial format specified by PHMSA
and that a 60-day comment period does
not allow AGA, or its operators, time to
fully evaluate the burden associated
with meeting PHMSA's proposal. AGA
also stated that the additional time

‘ﬂ) WEST LAKE CORRIDOR
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Postcard Mailer/Process

The following protocol was followed for the Scoping Notification postcard mailer to project
corridor residences and businesses.

1. The project study area map was utilized as an overlay to the mailing house mapping
system. The resulting coverage map was extended Y2-mile east and west of the project
alignment.

2. The resultant postal delivery count for business and residences was 20,202. Eliminating
vacancy registrations from the project mailing resulted in a final count of 19,456. An
additional 243 addresses were provided from the project database. This provided a final
mail total of 19,699 delivered in the Project study area.

3. The postcard layout utilized a 4.25” X 6” card. The copy utilized follows as a Save The
Date invitation for meeting attendance by the public. For postal efficiency, the presort
standard rate (drop ship option) was utilized. This allowed for mail arrival by priority mail
at a 3 digit distribution facility with delivery expected within four days of receipt. Mailing
was executed by October 6, 2014 to be received by October 13, 2014, which
represented the beginning of the scoping period on October 13, 2014.

‘”‘ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

SAVE THE DATE!!!

WHAT: West Lake Corridor Project Public Scoping Meeting
WHEN: October 28, 2014

WHERE: Center for the Visual and Performing Arts
1040 Ridge Rd., Munster, IN 46321

TIME: 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

To inform the public and receive public input regarding project scope, purpose and need,
and potential environmental issues.

JOIN US!
For additional information visit the project website at:
www.nictdwestlake.com

(Tr’msmmonmnnn Page A-4 March 2015
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Newspaper Advertisement/ Sun Times Media Sun-
Documentation Times Media South
Certificate of Publication

0000855659-01

NICTD West Lake Corridor Project Scoping Notification

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in cooperation with
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), is evaluating a potential southern
extension of the South Shore Line to high growth areas in Lake County that will
more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the Chicago region. As part of
this process, a 30-day scoping period will be conducted from October 13 to
November 11, 2014, and a Public Scoping Meeting will be held on October 28,
2014 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM at the Center for Visual and Performing Arts, East
Ballroom, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321. The meeting will inform the
public and receive public Input regarding the project’s scope, purpose and need,
and potential environmental Issues. Any person who requires special assistance
at the meeting should call our West Lake automated comment line at 219-250-
2920 at least 48 hours before the meeting. During the scoping period, the public
may submit comments at the meeting, on line at www.nictdwestlake.com, via
emalil at project email @nictdwestlake.com, or call our automated comment line
219-250- 2920. For more information about the project, visit the project website
at www.nictdwestlake.com. Comments must be submitted by November 11,
2014.

Gerald R. Hanas
General Manager 10/6/14
#855659 HSPAXLP
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NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

Newspaper Meeting Announcement — Scoping Notification

September 25, 2014

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in cooperation with the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA), is evaluating a potential southern extension of the South Shore Line to high growth
areas in Lake County that will more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the Chicago region. As part of
this process, a 30-day scoping period will be conducted from October 13 to November 11, 2014, and a Public
Scoping Meeting will be held on October 28, 2014 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM at the Center for Visual and
Performing Arts, East Ballroom, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321. The meeting will inform the public and
receive public input regarding the project’s scope, purpose and need, and potential environmental issues. Any
person who requires special assistance at the meeting should call our West Lake automated comment line at
219-250-2920 at least 48 hours before the meeting.

During the scoping period, the public may submit comments at the meeting, on line at
www.nictdwestlake.com, via email at project.email@nictdwestlake.com, or call our automated comment line
219-250-2920. For more information about the project, visit the project website at www.nictdwestlake.com.
Comments must be submitted by November 11, 2014.
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Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in cooperation with the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA), Is evaluating a potential southern extension of the South Shore Line
to high growth areas in Lake County that will more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the
Chicago area. As part of this process, a 30-day scoping period will be conducted from October 13
to November 11, 2014, and a Public Scoping Meeting will be held:

When: October 28, 2014

Where: Center for Visual and Performing Arts, East Ballroom
1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

Time: 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

The purpose of the scoping period and meeting Is to inform the public about the West Lake
Corridor Project and receive public input regarding the project’s scope, purpose and need, and
potential environmental issues,

The facility used for the scoping meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities. Any person who
requires special assistance, such as a language interpreter, should call our West Lake automated
comment line at 219-250-2920 at least 48 hours before the meeting.

You may submit comments at the meeting, on line at www.nictdwestlake.com, by e-mail at
project.email @nictdwestlake.com, or call our automated comment line 219-250-2920, You can
also mail your comments to: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project, 33 East U.S. Highway 12,
Chestertan, IN 46304,

Comments must be submitted by November 11, 2014.

The sooping process & being conducted in compliance with the National Emaronmental Policy Act and Section 106 of the
Mational Historic Preservathon At for histors resources.

‘Tnmsmuznonmnnn Page A-7 March 2015
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E-Blast 1

NEWS & UPDATES

Scoping Notification
You are invited to mark your calendar and join us,

Maorthern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in cooperation with the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA), is evaluating a potential southern extension of the South Shore Line to high
growth areas in Lake County that will more conveniently connect Morthwest Indiana to the Chicago

region. As part of this process, a 30-day scoping period will be conducted from October 13 to
Mowvember 11, 2014, and a Public Scoping Meeting will be held:

When: October 28, 2014

Where: The Center for Visual and Performing Arts, East Ballroom
: 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 46321

Time: 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

The purpose of the scoping penod and meeting 15 to inform the public about the West Lake Cornidor
Project and receive public input regarding the project’s scope, purpose and need, and potential
environmental issues.

The facility used for the meeting i1s accessible to persons with disabilities. &ny person who reguires
special assistance, such as a language interpreter, should call our West Lake automated comment line
at 219-250-2920 at least 48 hours before the mesting.

During the scoping period, the public may submit comments at the scoping meeting, on line at
www.nictdwestlake.com, via email at project.email@nictdwestlake.com, or call our automated

comment line 219-250-2920. You can also mail your comments to: NICTD West Lake Corndor Project,
33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304.

Comments must be submitted by November 11, 2014.

The scoping process is being conducted in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for historic resources.

NICTD
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Automated Phone: 219-250-2920
E-Mail: project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Web Site: www.nictdwestlake.com

Don't forget to add project.emaill@nictdwestlake.com to your address book so we'll be sure to land in
your inbosx!

Privacy Policy

‘TD WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page A-8 March 2015
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E-Blast 2

NEWS & UPDATES

The materials from the NICTD West Lake Project, Agency and Public Scoping Meetings, held October 28,
2014 are now posted on the project website, for your reference. As a reminder, your scoping

comments are due by November 11, 2014, to be documented in the scoping period. Thank you for your
interest in this project.

The scoping process is being conducted in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for historic resources.

NICTD

33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Automated Phone: 219-250-2920
E-Mail: project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Web Site: www.nictdwestlake.com

Don't forget to add project.email@nictdwestlake.com to your address book so we'll be sure to land in
your inbox!
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NICD

MNews Release

For Immediate Release
September 26, 2014

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) Enters NEPA Scoping Period
for the West Lake Corridor Project
NICTD Announces Public Scoping Meeting on October 28, 2014

CHESTERTON, IN... NICTD, in cooperation with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), has initiated the
environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor Project in compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). NICTD is proposing the West Lake Corridor Project as a southemn
extension of the South Shore Line to reach high growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake
County. The project would expand NICTD's service coverage between Neorthwest Indiana and the
Chicago region, improve mobility and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic
development opportunities for Lake County.

The purpose of the environmental review process is to promote informed decision-making by
considering the potential environmental and social impacts of the project. It is structured to encourage
participation between government officials, agencies, private businesses, and citizens. NICTD must
complete the environmental review process to receive potential federal funding for the project.

Scoping is the first step in the environmental review process under NEPA. It is an early and open process
for the public and agencies to provide input on the project scope, purpose and need, and potential
environmental issues. A 30-day scoping period will be conducted from October 13 to November 11,
2014. During this time period, a public scoping meeting will be held on October 28, 2014 from 6:30 PM
to 8:30 PM at the Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321. The
public and interested stakeholders are encouraged to attend. The public can submit comments at the
meeting, on line at www.nictdwestlake.com, by e-mail at project.email@nictdwestlake.com, or call our
automated comment line 219-250-2920. Written comments can also be mailed to: NICTD West Lake
Corridor Project, 33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304, Comments must be submitted by
MNovemnber 11, 2014.

Mark Yagelski, NICTD Board Chalrman stated, “this ewvaluation represents a unigue opportunity to
improve Indiana’s access to Chicago and enhance our regional economy . This is the first step in a mult-
year effort to secure federal funding for West Lake. ”

Media Contact:

John Parsons

Project Manager

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
John.parsons@nictd.com

219-926-5744 ext 204

Northern indiana Commuter Transportation District, 33 East U.5. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304
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Cooperating Agency Letters

Q@

5. De REGION v 200 Was| Adams Sirest
W parlrnf,-nt Ieinois. indiana, Sulle 320
of Transportation Michigan, Minneseta, Chicago, IL 60606-5253
Federal Transit Ohlo, Wisconsin 312-353-2788
al 312-886-0351 (fax)

Administration

September 29, 2014

Colonel Christopher T. Drew
Commander and District Engineer
United States Army Corps of Engineers
111 North Canal Street, Suite 600
Chicago, IL 60606

RE:  Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West
Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Tilinois

Dear Colonel Drew:

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD) is initiating an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). FTA is the lead agency and
NICTD is the joint lead agency and Project sponsor. This letter invites your agency lo be a
Cooperating Agency in the EIS process for the Project.

NICTD’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) provides a vital transportation link that connects
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, Illinois. The proposed Project is an extension of
the SSL route to reach high-growth arcas in central, southern, and western Lake County, Indiana.
The Project would expand NICTD's service coverage, improve mability and accessibility, and
stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities for Lake County.

The proposed Project for analysis in the EIS would include an approximately 9-mile southern
extension of NICTD)’s existing SST. between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. The project would
involve new track improvements along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad
corriclors, with a flyover to the existing SSL in Hammond. Four potential stations would be
included at Munster/Dyer Main Stieet, Munster Fisher/d5th Streets, South Harmmond, and
Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would also be needed to store and maintain the
vehicles, Trains on the new Project branch line would connect with the existing S5L and ultimately
the Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north, providing new transit service between Dyer
and Metra's Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago,

| of 3
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RE:  Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

To facilitate this, core capacity improvemenis to the existing MED line and Millennium Station
may be required to accommodate the Project. Two alignment design options are also being
considered for the Project, including a possible extension to St. John, Indiana on the southein end,
and another along the Indiana Harbor Belt Kensington Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and
Chicago, Illinois on the northern end.

The Project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will be further refined
during the environmental review process, working in close consultation with the publie, agencies,
and key stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is provided as an
attachment,

In accordance with Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1501.6 and 23 CFR 771.11 1{d),
your agency has been identified as one that has jurisdiction in this proposed Project due to the
potential need to cross multiple waterways along the corridor, Accordingly, you are being
extended this invitation to serve as a Cooperating Agency in the EIS process. As a Cooperating
Agency, you wonld be requested to provide the following regarding development of the Project
EIS:

- © Meaningful input on the methodologies and level of detail required by your agency to
evaluate impaets to your resource(s);
e Participation in coordination meetings, and/or field visits, as appropriate;
* Timely reviews and comments on the NEPA documents that explain the views and concerns
of your agency on the adequacy of the document, anticipated impacts and mitigation; and
* Identification of the impacts and important issues to be addressed in the EIS pertaining to the
intersection of the Project alternatives with the resource(s) in your jutisdiction,

If your agency does not wish to be a Cooperating Agency, you will have the opporlunily to
become a Participating Agency. If you elect not to hecome either a Cooperating Agency or a
Participating Agency, the FTA respectfully requests that you decline this invitation in writing
indicating that your agency is unable to provide the degree of involvement requested or has other
program commitments precluding any involvement in the EIS process. Your response may be
fransmitted electronically to Mark Assam of our staff at mark.assam@dot.gov,

The FTA and NICTD greatly appreciate your input, and we invite you to an Agency Seoping
Meeting for the Project as follows:

Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
The Center for Visual and Performing Arts
1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

In addition, we invite you to attend the Public Scoping Meeting for the Project at 6:30 PM to
8:30 PM on the same date and location. In order to give your agency adequate opportunity (o
weigh the relevance of your participation as either a Cooperating Agency or Participating
Agency in this environmental review process, written response to this invitation is not due until
the end of the scoping period on Tuesday, November 11, 2014,

2of3
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RE:  Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illincis

If you have additional questions, please contact Mark Assam, FTA Environmental Protection
Specialist, at 312-353-4070 or mark assam@dot.gov. Thank you for your cooperation and interest
in the West Lake Corridor Project,

Sincerely,

I WA 7 /&~

Marisol R, Simi
Regional Administrator

Enclosure: West Lake Corridor Project Study Area

Ce: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5
Reginald Arkell, FTA Region §
John Parsons, NICTD Director of Marketing and Planning
Lisa Tves, West Lake Corridor Project Manager

Jof3
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@

REGION 200 West Adams Street
U.S. Department INinois, Indiana, Suite 320
of Transportation Michigan, Minnescla, Chicago, Il 60808-5253
deral Chio, Wiscensin 312-353-2730
Pederal Transit 312-806-0351 (fax)

Administration
September 29, 2014

Laurence Hasvold, Regional Administrator
Federal Railroad Administration, Region 4
200 West Adams Street, Suite 310
Chicago, IL 60606

RE: Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West
Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, [llinois

Dear Mz, Hasvold;

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD) is initiating an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, [llinois in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), FTA is the lead agency and
NICTD is the joint lead agency and Project sponsor, This letter invites your agency to be a
Cooperating Agency in the EIS process for the Project,

NICTD’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) provides a vital transportation link that connects
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, lilinois. The proposed Project is an extension of
the SSL route to reach high-growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake Count y, Indiana.
The Project would expand NICTD’s service coverage, improve mobility and accessibility, and
stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities for Lake County,

The proposed Project for analysis in the EIS would include an approximately 9-mile southern
extension of NICTD’s existing SSL, between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana, The Project would
involve new track improvements along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad
corridors, with a flyover fo the existing SSL in Hammond. Four potential stations would be
included at Munstet/Dyer Main Street, Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and
Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would also be needed to store and maintain the -
vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would connect with the existing SSL and ultimately
the Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north, providing new transit service between Dyer
and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago. To facilitate this, core capacity
improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium Station may be required to accommodale

the Project.

1 of3
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RE:  Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Two alignment design options are also being considered for the Project, including a possible
extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end, and another along the Indiana Harbor Belt
Kensington Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and Chicago, Illinois on the northern end.

The Project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will be further refined
during the environmental review process, working in close consultation with the publie, agencies,
and key stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is provided as an
attachment.

In accordance with Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1501.6 and 23 CFR 771.11 1(d),
your agency has been identified as one that has jurisdiction in this proposed Project due to the
utilization of an existing active freight rail corridor. Accordingly, you are being extended this
invitation to serve as a Cooperating Agency in the EIS process. As a Cooperating Agency, you
would be requested fo provide the following regarding development of the Project EIS:

e Meaningful input on the methodologies and level of detail required by your agency to
evaluate impacts to your resource(s);
Participation in coordination meetings, and/or field visits, as appropriate;

* Timely reviews and comments on the NEPA documents that explain the views and concerns
of your agency on the adequacy of the document, anticipated impacts and mitigation; and

o Identification of the impacts and important issues to be addressed in the FIS pertaining to the
intersection of the Project alternatives with the resource(s) in your jurisdiction.

If your agency does not wish to be a Cooperating Agency, you will have the opportunity to
become a Participating Agency. If you elect not to become either a Coo perating Agency ora
Participating Agency, the FTA respectfully requests that you decline this invitation in writing
indicating that your agency is unable to provide the degree of involvement requested or has other
program commitments precluding any involvement in the EIS process. Your response may be
transmitted electronically to Mark Assam of our staff at mark.assan@dot.gov,

The FTA and NICTD greaily appreciate your input, and we invite you to an Agency Scoping
Meeting for the Project as follows:

Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
The Center for Visual and Performing Aits
1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

In addition, we invite you to attend the Public Scoping Meeting for the Project at 6:30 PM to
8:30 PM on the same date and Jocation. In order to give your agency adequate opportunity to
weigh the relevance of your participation as either a Cooperating Agency or Participating
Agency in this environmental review process, written response to this invitation is not due until
the end of the scoping period on Tuesday, November 11, 2014,

20f3
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RE:  Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

If you have additional questions, please contact Mark Assam, FTA Environmental Protection
Speuahs( at 312-353-4070 or mark.assam(@dot.gov. Thank you for vour cooperation and interest
in the West Lake Corridor Project.

Sincerely,
Marisol R. bml:n
Regional Administrator

Enclosure: West Lake Corridor Project Study Area
Ce: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5
Reginald Arkell, FTA Region 5

John Parsons, NICTD Director of Marketing and Planning
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager

Jofl
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Sample Participating Agency Letter

Q

Uus. o men REGION W 200 Wast Adams Strest
epart . t Ilinois, Indiana, Sufte 320

of Transportation Michigan, Minnesota, Chicago, IL B0805-5253

Federal Transit Ohio, Wisconsin 312-363.2789

Administration 312-886-0351 (fax)

October 1, 2014

Michelle Matkiewicz Qualkinbush
Mayor

City of Calumet City

204 Pulaski Road

Calumet City, IL 60406

RE: Invitation to be a Participating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West
Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, [llinois

Dear Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush:

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD) is initiating an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). FTA is the lead a gency and
NICTD is the joint lead agency and Project sponsor, This letter invites your agency to be a
Participating Agency in the EIS process for the Project.

NICTD’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) provides a vital transportation link that connects
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, Illinois. The proposed Project is an extension of
the SSL route to reach high-growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake County, Indiana,
The Project would expand NICTD’s service coverage, improve mobility and accessibility, and
stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunitics for Lake County.

The proposed Project for analysis in the EIS would include an approximately 9-mile southern
extension of NICTD's existing SSL between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. The project would
involve new track improvements along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad
corridors, with a flyover to the existing SSL in Hammond. Four potential stations would be
included at Munster/Dyer Main Strect, Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and
Downtown Hammond, A maintenance facility would also be needed to store and maintain the
vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would connect with the existing SSL and ultimately
the Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north, providing new transit service between Dyer
and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago.
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RE:  Invitation to be a Participating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Coridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Tllinois

To facilitate this, core capacity improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium Station
may be required to accommodate the Project. Two alignment design options are also being
considered for the Project, including a possible extension to St. John, Indiana on the southemn end,
and another along the Indiana Harbor Belt Kensington Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and
Chicago, lllinois on the northem end.

The Project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will be further refined
during the environmental review process, working in close consultation with the public, agencies,
and key stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is provided as an
altachment,

In accordance with Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1501.6 and 23 CFR 771.111(d),
the FTA invites your organization to be a Participating Agency during the EIS process. As a
Participating Agency, you would be requested to provide the following regarding development
of the Project EIS:

Participation in coordination meetings, and/or field visits, as appropriate; and
* Identification of the impacts and imporiant issues to be addressed in the FIS pertaining to the
intersection of the Project alternatives with the resource(s) in your jurisdiction.

If your agency does not wish to be a Participating Agency, the FTA respectfully requests that
you decline this invitation in writing indicating that your agency has no jurisdiction or authority
with respect to the Project; has no expertise or information relevant to the Project; and does not
intend to submit comments on the Project. Your response may be transmitted electronically to

Mark Assam of our staff at mark.assami@dol.pov,

The FTA and NICTD greatly appreciate your input, and we invite you to an Agency Scoping
Meeting for the Project as follows:

Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
The Center for Visual and Performing Aris
1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

In addition, we invite you to attend the Public Scoping Meeting for the Project at 6:30 PM 1o
8:30 PM on the same date and location. In order to give your agency adequate opportunity (o
weigh the relevance of your participation as a Participating Agency in this environmental review
process, Written response to this invitation is not due until the end of the scoping period on
Tuesday, November 11, 2014,

20f3
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RE:  Invitation to be a Participating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Carridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Tllinois

If you have additional questions, please contact Mark Assam, FTA Environmental Protection
Specialist, at 312-353-4070 or mark.assam(@dot,gov. Thank you for your cooperation and interest
in the West Lake Corridor Project,

Sincerely,

WnanionO Bln
Marisol R. Simon
Regional Administrator

Enclosure: West Lake Corridor Project Study Area

Ce: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5
Reginald Arkell, FTA Region 5
John Parsons, NICTD Director of Marketing and Planning
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager
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Section 106 Initiation Letters

Q

REGIN W 200 West Adams Streat
U.S.mnmepapuﬂmna " flinols, Indiana, Suite 320
afl ton Michigan, Minnesata, Chicago, IL 606065263
Federal Transit Ohio, Wisconsin 312-353-2788
Administration H2-886-0351 (fax)

September 29, 2014

Chad Slider

Assistant Director for Environmental Review
Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology
402 W. Washington Street, Room W274
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2739

RE:  FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District, West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Dear Mr. Slider:

As part of its responsibilities under 36 CFR § 800 - Protection of Historic Properties and the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is initiating a
Section 106 Consultation Process for the West Lake Corridor Project located in Lake County,
Indiana and Cook County, Illinois. The undertaking, proposed by the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD), would primarily create an approximately 9-mile commuter rail
extension from the existing South Shore Line (SSL) to Dyer, Indiana. The purpose of the Project is to
expand NICTD's service coverage between Northwest Indiana and the Chicago region, improve
mobility and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities
for Lake County, FTA has determined that the proposed project will be a Federal undertaking as
defined in § 800.16(y), and that it is a type of activity that has the potential to cause effects on
historic properties.

The undertaking would include an approximately 9-mile southern extension of NICTD's existing
SSL between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana, The project would involve new track improvements
along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flyover to the
existing SSL in Hammond. Four potential stations would be included at Munster/Dyer Main Street,
Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammeond. A maintenance facility
would also be needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch ling would
connect with the existing SSL and ultimately the Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north,
providing new transit service between Dyer and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago.
To facilitate this, core capacity improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium Station may
be required to accommodate the Project. Two alignment design options are also being considered for
the Project, including a possible extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end, and another along
the Indiana Harbor Belt Kensington Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and Chicago, lllinois
on the northern end,

1 of3
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RE: FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District,
West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lilinois

The project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will be further refined during
the environmental review process, working in close consultation with the public, agencies, and key
stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is provided as an
altachment.

The Section 106 consultation process consists of four steps, all of which are completed in
consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and/or Trikal Historic Preservation
Officer (THPO), and other consulting parties,

I FTA initiates the Section 106 process, pursuant to § 800.3 — Initiation of the Section 106
process, with the SHPO (or THPO if the property is on tribal lands) and other consulting
parties, if any,

2. FTA determines the project's Area of Potential Effects (APE) and the properties within the
APE that are listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).
FTA evaluates properties eligible for listing using the processes established in 36 CFR § 60
and National Register Bulletin 15. FTA's determination of the APE requires consultation with
and concurrence by the SHPO. If FTA determines there are no properties within the APE that
are listed, or eligible for listing, in the NRHP, or if FTA determines there are historic
properties present but the projeet will have no effect upon them, then FTA will determine "no
historic properties affected” in consultation with the SHPO and/or THPO.

3. FTA determines adverse effects with respect to historic properties within the APE. FTA's
determination considers whether the project will diminish those qualities that make any of the
properties eligible for listing in the NRHP, FTA makes a determination of “adverse effect”
when the preject will diminish these qualities in one or more properties; if not, FTA makes a
determination of "no adverse effect.” FTA's determination of "no adverse effect,” along with
concurrence by the SHPO, completes the Section 106 consultation process.

4. IFFTA determines an "adverse effect,” it consults with the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation (ACHP), SHPO, affected tribes, and other interested parties, as appropriate, to
resolve the adverse effects on historic properties. Resolution of adverse effects may involve
redesigning & project to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts to historic properties. Actions
that the consulting pariies agree upon to mitigate adverse effects are documented in a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA). Once the agreement is signed by all appropriate parties,
including the SHPO and other invited signatories, and the agreement is filed with the ACHP,
the Scction 106 process is completed and the FTA's responsibilities are fulfilled when the
MOA's stipulations are implemented.

NICTD will be in contact with your office regarding the preparation of information, analyses, and
graphics in support of the Section 106 consultation process for the project. This delegated authority
to undertake coordination activities with the SHPO and / or THPO does not extend to designation of
consulting parties or to making determinations of the APE, NRHP eligibility, or adverse cffeets.
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RE: FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initistion: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District,
West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, llinois

Please contact Mark Assam, Environmental Protection Specialist, of the FTA Regional Office at 312-
353-4070 or mark.assami@dot.goy with any questions, Thank you for your assistance on this project,

Sincerely,

L

dﬁ-‘ Marisol R. Sfndn

Regional Administrator
Encloswe: West Lake Corridor Project Study Area
Cc: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5

Reginald Arkell, FTA Region 5

John Parsons, NICTD Director of Marketing and Planning
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager
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Q

REGION Y 200 West Adams Strsst
.5, Department e Sulle 320
of Transportation Michigan, Minnesota, Chicago, IL 60806-5253
Ohio, Wiscons: 3123532789
Federal Tranelt o 312-886-0351 (fa)

Administration

September 29, 2014

Anne Haaker

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hlinois Historic Preservation Agency

1 Old State Capitol Plaza

Springfield, Illinois 62701-1507

RE: FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District, West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Ilinois

Dear Ms. Haaleer:

As part of its responsibilities under 36 CFR § 800 — Protection of Historic Properties and the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is initiating a
Section 106 Consultation Process for the West Lake Corridor Project located in Lake County,
Indiana and Cook County, Tilinois. The undertaking, proposed by the Northem Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD), would primarily create an approximately 9-mile commuter rail
extension from the existing South Shore Line (SSL) to Dyer, Indiana. The purpase of the Project isto
expand NICTD's service coverage between Northwest Indiana and the Chicago region, improve
mobility and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunitics
for Lake County. FTA has determined that the proposed project will be a Federal undertaking as
defined in § 800.16(y), and that it is a type of activity that has the potential to cause effects on
historic properties.

The undertaking would include an approximately 9-mile souther extension of NICTD's existing
SSL between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. The project would involve new track improvements
along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flyover to the
existing SSL in Hammond. Four potential stations would be included at Munster/Dyer Main Street,
Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility
would also be needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would
connect with the existing SSL and ultimately the Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north,
providing new transit service between Dyer and Metra’s Millennium Stztion in Downtown Chicago.
To facilitate this, core capacity improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium Station may
be required to accommeodate the Project. Two alignment design options are also being considered for
the Project, including a possible extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end, and another along
the Indiana Harbor Belt Kensington Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and Chicago, lllinois
on the northern end.

lof3
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RE: FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District,
West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

The project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will be further refined during
the envirommental review process, working in close consultation with the public, agencies, and key
stakeholders, A map of the major Project components and the study area is provided as an
attachment.

The Section 106 consultation process consists of four steps, all of which are completed in
consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and/or Tribal Historic Preservation

Officer (THPO), and other consulting parties.

I FTA initiates the Section 106 process, pursuant to § 800.3 - Initiation of the Section 106
process, with the SHPO (or THPO if the property is on tribal lands) and other consulting
parties, il any,

2. FTA determines the project's Area of Potential Effects (APE) and the properties within the
APE that are listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).
FTA evaluates properties eligible for listing using the processes established in 36 CFR § 60
and National Register Bulletin 15. FTA's determination of the APE requires consultation with
and concurrence by the SHPO, If FTA determines there are no properties within the APE that
are listed, or eligible for listing, in the NRHP, or if FTA determines there are historic
properties present but the project will have no effect upon them, then FTA will determine "no
historic properties affected” in consultation with the SHPO and/or THPO,

3. FTA determines adverse effects with respect to historic properties within the APE. FTA's
determination considers whether the project will diminish those qualities that make any of the
properties eligible for listing in the NRHP. FTA makes a determination of “adverse effect”
when the project will diminish these qualities in one or more properties; if not, FTA makes a
determination of "no adverse effect.” FTA's determination of "no adverse effect,” along with
concurtence by the SHPO, completes the Section 106 consultation process.

4. IfFTA determines an "adverse effect,” it consults with the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation (ACHP), SHPO, affected tribes, and other interested parties, as appropriate, to
resolve the adverse effects on historic properties. Resolution of adverse effects may involve
redesigning a project to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts to historic properties, Actions
that the consulting parties agree upon to mitigate adverse effects are documented in a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA). Once the agreement is signed by all appropriate parties,
including the SHPO and other invited signatories, and the agreement is filed with the ACHP,
the Section 106 process is completed and the FTA's responsibilities are fulfilled when ihe
MOA's stipulations are implemented.

NICTD will be in contact with your office regarding the preparation of information, analyses, and
graphics in support of the Section 106 consultation process for the project. This delegated authority
to undertake coordination activitics with the SHPO and / or THPO does not extend 1o designation of
consulting parties or to making determinations of the APE, NRHP eligibility, or adverse effects,

20f3
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RE: FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transporiation District,
West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, llinois

Please contact Mark Assam, Environmental Protection Specialist, of the FTA Regional Office at 312-
353-4070 or mark.assam/@dol.gov with any questions. Thank you for your assistance on this praject.

Sincerely,
ﬂu Marisol R. Hiﬂ? {
Regional Adminisirator

Enclosure: West Lake Corridor Project Study Area

Ce: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5
Reginald Arkell, FTA Region §
John Parsons, NICTD Director of Marketing and Planning
Lisa lves, West Lake Corridor Project Manager
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Sample Consulting Party Letter

NICD

NORTHERN INDIANA
COMMUTER TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT

33 E US HIGHWAY 12 « CHESTERTON, IN 46304-3514 PHOME: 219,926,5744 « FAX: 210,923 4438

October 22, 2014

Tiffany Tolbert

Director

Indiana Landmarks — Northwest Field Office
541 South Lake Street

Gary-Miller Beach, IN 46403

RE: Section 106 Notification of Undertaking and Request for Comment on
West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Hlinois

Dear Ms. Tolbert:

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD), is initiating an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, [llinois. The
proposed Project is a federal undertaking subject to Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, and its implementing regulations (36 Code of
Federal Regulations [CFR] § 800). This letter invites your organization to participate as a
Consulting Party for the Section 106 compliance process, as provided in 36 CFR § 800.3(f)(1) of
the regulation,

Proiect Description and Federal Undertaking

NICTD's existing South Shore Line (SSL) provides a vital transportation link that connects
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, Mlinois. The proposed Project is a branch
extension of the SSL route to reach high-growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake
County, Indiana. The Project would expand NICTD's service coverage, improve mobility and
accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities for Lake
County.

The proposed Project for analysis in the EIS would include an approximately 9-mile southern
extension of NICTD’s existing SSL between Dver and Hammond, Indiana. The project would
involve new track improvements along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon
railroad corridors, with a flyover to the existing SSL in Hammond. Four potential stations would
be included at Munster/Dyer Main Street, Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and
Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would also be needed to store and maintain the
vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would connect with the existing SSL and
ultimately the Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north, providing new transit service
between Dyer and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago. To facilitate this, core
capacity improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium Station may be required to

ﬂT’ WEST LAKE SORRIDOR Page B-20 March 2015
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accommodate the Project. Two alignment design options are also being considered for the
Project, including a possible extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end, and another
along the Indiana Harbor Belt Kensinglon Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and Chicago,
Illinois on the northern end.

The Project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will be further refined
during the environmental review process, working in close consultation with the public,
agencies, and key stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is
provided as Attachment 1.

Responsibilities of a Consulting Party

A Consulting Party is typically an agency, group, or organization with special knowledge of,
concern for, or a mandated regulatory role relative to historic properties in the Area of Potential
Effects (APE). Historic properties include buildings, structures, objects, sites, districts, and
archeological sites that are on or eligible for the NRHP, which is kept by the National Park
Service. Consulting Parties will have a formal and defined role in the Section 106 process to help
FTA and NICTD consider the impacts of the proposed Project on historic properties. Additional
information about the Section 106 consultation process is available online at
hitp:/fwww_achp.govicitizensguide. himl.

If you are interested in participating as a Consulting Party for this Project under the Section 106
guidelines, please respond in writing within 30 days of receipt of this letter to John Parsons at
NICTD at the address provided on the attached form. We request that your response include a
statement of demonstrated interest in historic properties associated with this Project, as stipulated
in the Section 106 regulation (36 CFR § 800.2(c)). NICTD will notify Consulting Parties and
other interested stakeholders of future public meetings in the Section 106 and National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental review process.

If you would like additional information or have any questions about this process, please contact
me at (219) 926-5744 ext. 204 or john.parsons @ nictd.com,

Planning and Marketing Director
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District

Enclosures

Ce: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5
Reginald Arkell, FTA Region 5
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager
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Attachment 1: West Lake Corridor Project Study Area
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SECTION 106

Consulting Parties Acceptance Form

West Lake Corridor Project

Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois

Yes, | _ , Wish to be a consulting party under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor Project.
My demonstrated interest in historic properties as associated with this Project is
described as follows:

Or,

No, 1 , do not wish to be a consulting party
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor
Project.

Date:

Name of
Organization:

Address:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

Please return to:

John Parsons

Director of Marketing and Planning

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
33 East U.S. Highway 12

Chesterton, IN 46304

iohn.parsons @ nictd.com
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Sample Consulting Party Letter for Tribes

R

us. REGION v 200 West Adams Street
DEPa“mf'“‘ Hlinois, indliana, Sulte 320
of Transportation Michigan, Minnesata, Chicago, IL 60606-5253
F I Tran Ohiig, Wisconsin 312-353-2789
edera sit 312-886-0351 (fax)

Administration

October 3, 2014

Mr. John Blackhawk
Chairperson

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
100 Bluff St.

Winnebago, NE 68071

RE:  FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District, West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Ilinois

Dear Mr, John Blackhawk:

As part of its responsibilities under 36 CFR § 800 — Protection of Historic Properties and the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is
initiating a Section 106 Consultation Process for the West Lake Corridor Project located in Lake
County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois. The underiaking, proposed by the Northern Indiana
Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), would primarily create a commuter rail extension
from the existing South Shore Line (SSL) to Dyer, Indiana, The purpose of the Project is to
expand NICTD’s service coverage between Northwest Indiana and the Chicago region, improve
mobility and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development
opportunities for Lake County. FTA has determined that the proposed project will be a Federal
undertaking as defined in § 800.16(y) and that it is a type of activity that has the potential to
cause effects on historic properties.

The undertaking would include an approximately 9-mile southern extension of NICTD's existing
SSL between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana, The Project would involve new track improvements
along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flyover to
the existing SSL in Hammond. Four potential stations would be included at Munster/Dyer Main
Street, Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammond. A maintenance
facility would also be needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Trains on the new Project
branch line would connect with the existing SSL and ultimately the Metra Electric District’s
(MED) line to the north, providing new transit service between Dyer and Metra’s Millennium
Station in Downtown Chicago. To facilitate this, core capacity improvements to the existing
MED line and Millennium Station may be required to accommodate the Project,

Page 1 of 2
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RE: FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northem Indiana Commuter Transportation
District, West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Nlinois

Two alignment design options are also being considered for the Project, including a possible
extension to St. John, Indianz on the southern end, and another along the Indiana Harbor Belt
Kensington Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and Chicago, Illinois on the northern end.

The project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will be further refined
during the environmental review process, working in close consultation with the public,
agencies, and key stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is
provided as an attachment.

We are inviting you to participate in consultation to help us identify places that may have
traditional religious and cultural importance to your tribal organization. Please note that we are
requesting information only on such places that you believe may be impacted by the proposed
Project so that we may try to avoid impacts.

Your timely response will greatly help us incorporate your concerns into Project development.
For that purpose, we respectfully request that you complete the enclosed Project Consultation
Options form and forward il to our office by November 3, 2014, If you have any questions or
comments on the proposed Project, please contact Mark Assam, FTA Environmental Protection

Specialist, at 312-353-4070 or mark assam@dot.gov.

Marisol K. Simédn
Regional Administrator

Enclosures

Ce: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5
Reginald Arkell, FTA Region 5
Chad Slider, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and
Archaeology
Anne Haaker, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
John Parsons, NICTD Director of Marketing and Planning
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager

Page 2 of 2
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PROJECT CONSULTATION OPTIONS

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
Project Name: West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinols

Please check the appropriate response. Use the back of this form or additional sheets if you

wish to make comments:
There are no known There are ormay be | |
places of traditional places of traditional Our organization has
religious or cultural religious or cultural no interest associated
Project importance presentor | importance present or with this proposed
within the vicinity of the | within the vicinity of the project and further |
proposed project and proposed projectand | consultation is not
further consultation further consultation required.
T . is not requested. | s requested.
Wast Lake Corridor % .
Project, Lake County,
Indiana and lilinois { | - I

If you have chosen to continue consultation, please indicate the manner in which you wish to
do so:

Mail (addrass):

Emall: i e

Phone:

Other (please describe)

(NAME OF TRIBE) designated contact for this proposed Project:

MNAME, TITLE (please print) Phone

SIGNED Date

Please return to: Mark Assam
Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Transit Administration, Region 5
200 W, Adams Street, Suile 320
Chicago, IL 60606

Or e-mall: mark.assam@dot.gov
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS NI ;ID
‘n‘ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR
\.

AGENCY SCOPING MEETING

Tuespay, OcToeeR 28, 2014
2:00 PM — 4:00 PM
THE CENTER FOR ViSuAL AND PERFOSMING ARTS
East BaLLroow, 1040 Roee Roan, MussTeR, IN 46321

""" AGENDA """

1. Introductions and Purpose of Meeting
2. Presentation on Project and Process
3. Comments and Questions

4. Next Steps

Agresment Mo, TEIT1 [/ Project No. 80321038 / Task No. 03
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS NIEID
‘n’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PuBLIC SCOPING MEETING

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2014
6:30 PM -8:30 PM
THE CENTER FOR VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
EAST BALLROOM, 1040 RIDGE ROAD, MUNSTER, IN 46321

*** AGENDA ***

1. Welcoming Remarks and Purpose of Meeting
2. Presentation on Project and Process

3. Adjoumn to Open House and Comment Period

Agreement No. 78011 / Project No. 60321036 / Task No. 03

‘Tr’msmmonmnon Page C-2 March 2015
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Scoping Meeting Presentation

Purpose of Scoping Meeting

Start Federal Environmental Review Process
Share Information

Seek Input

Define How You Can Be Involved

;‘Tr’msmmnnmnnn Page C-3 March 2015
A



NICD

Scoping Summary Report

History of Project

= Regional Agency Conducted Initial Study 1989
= NICTD Completed West Lake Corridor Study 2011
= Released 20-Year Strategic Business Plan June 2014
= Began Environmental Review Process Sept 2014

(E1S) under

Local Lead Agency: i
Morthern Indiana Commuter NEIE En::ic;?rn;:tm
Transportation District Policy Act {MEPA)

National Environmental Policy Act

| NEPA Umbrella

Transportation, Land Use &
Zoning, Land Acguistions &

Cizplacements, Socioeconomics
& Economic Development,

Moize & Vibration, Visual &
Aesthetics, Air Quality, Energy,
Farmlands and Soilz, Water,
Threatened and Endangered
Envirenmental Justice, Species, Hazardous Materials,
Meighborhoods & Community Safety & Security, Utilities, Short-
Facilties, Parks & Recreational, Term Construction Impacts,
Historic & Archeclogical Secondary & Cumulative Effects
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Draft EIS Document

» Purpose and Need
« Alternatives Considered
» Key Issues Addressed

* Transportation
» Social, Community, and Economic
« Natural Environment

+ Affected Environment, Potential Impacts, and Mitigation |
.4 * Public and Agency Review and Comment
pr._-;.;r.,.t%:.,; PR+ Hesponses to Comments

Overall EIS Process

A ot Pusc Dyporiety or Command g 25 Prcesa

E Pl i

i 1 s gt i
O & S
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What is Scoping?

» First Stepin Environmental Review Process
— Allows for Early Coordination and Outreach
= Notify Public and Agencies
— Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) being Prepared
— Solicit Input on Process and Project
* Helps Guide “Scope”and Content of EIS
— Purpose and Need for Project
— Alternatives Considered
— Key Issues Addressed

What is Purpose and Need for Project?

= Serve High-Growth Areas in Lake County
= Conveniently Connectto Chicago

= Establish Alternative to Driving

= Lower Commute Times and Costs

= |ncrease NICTD System Ridership

= Promote Economic Development

= Create Local Jobs

= Attract and Retain Younger Families

= Provide Valued Transportation Asset

‘TD WEST LAKE SORRIDOR Page C-6 March 2015
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What is being
Studied?

= No Build Alternative

— Existing System and
Planned Projects

— Basis of
Comparison

= Commuter Rail
Alternative

Commuter Rail | |
Alternative |

= 9-Mile Extension of
Existing South Shore
Line (SSL)

= 12 Trains per Weekday

= 4 Stations in
Hammond, Munster,
and Dyer

= Maintenance Facility
= |Improvements to Metra

= Options for Alignment,
Stations, Maintenance
Facility, and Vehicle

iﬂ"msmmonmnnn Page C-7 March 2015
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]

Statinn:
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L

7,

iEy - L
j __ - = BoardingPlatforms
= Shelters
= Parking
= Multi-Modal Access

Hegewisch Station, 351

| W |

it w 1w s e
vaintenance
Facility

L™ _!l-.}_,'

= Shop Building for
Maintenance of Vehicles

= Storage Yard Tracks for
6 Locomotives and 46 Cars

= Parking and Other Facilities

—

MICTD Shop B Michagan City, Ib
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Vehicle Options

= Diesel
» Electric

= Combined
Diesel/Electric

NICTD Sowth Shore Electric Vehicles Combined DieselElectric Locommotive in Montréal

What are Key Environmental
Considerations?

Transportation

Land Use and Acquisitions
Economic Development
Neighborhoods and Community Facilities
Environmental Justice
Parks and Recreational
Historic and Archeological
Noise and Vibration
Visual and Aesthetics
Farmlands and Soils
Water and Ecological
Hazardous Materials
Safety and Security
Short-Term Construction

A
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What are Next Steps in EIS?
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What is Overall Project
Schedule?

PROJECT SCHEDULE
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How Can You Participate?
= Today’'s Scoping Meeting

— Review Information on Display Boards and Handouts
— Provide Wrtten Comments on Comment Cards
— Provide Comments Verbally to Court Reporter

= Additional Opportunities

— Project Website http:/fwww.nictdwestlake.com/

— E-mail project email@nictdwestlake com
— Automated Phone: 219-250-2920

- Mail- MICTD West Lake Commidor Project

33 East U.5. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

= Public Comment Period and Hearing in Fall 2015

Please Submit Scoping Comments By November 11, 2014
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Scoping Poster Boards

Purpose of Scoping Meeting

Start Federal Environmental Review Process
Share Information

Seekinput

Define How You Can Be Involved

National Environmental Policy Act

| NEPA Umbrella |

Transportation, Land Use &
Zoning, Land Acguistions &
Cizsplacements, Socioeconomics
& Economic Development,
Environmental Justice,
MNeighborhoods & Community

Moize & Vibration, Visual &
Aesthetics, Air Quality, Energy,
Farmlands and Soils, Water,
Threatened and Endangered
Species, Hazardous Materials,
Safety & Security, Utilities, Short-

Facilties, Parks & Recreational, Term Construction Impacts,
Historic & &rcheclogical Secondary & Cumulative Effects
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Draft EIS Document

» Purpose and Need
« Alternatives Considered
» Key Issues Addressed

* Transportation
» Social, Community, and Economic
« Natural Environment

+ Affected Environment, Potential Impacts, and Mitigation |
.4 * Public and Agency Review and Comment
pr._-;.;r.,.t%:.,; PR+ Hesponses to Comments

Overall EIS Process
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What is Purpose and Need for Project?

= Serve High-Growth Areas in Lake County
= Conveniently Connectto Chicago

= Establish Alternative to Driving

= Lower Commute Times and Costs

= |ncrease NICTD System Ridership

= Promote Economic Development

= Create Local Jobs

= Attract and Retain Younger Families

= Provide Valued Transportation Asset

What is being
Studied?

= No Build Alternative
— Existing System and
Planned Projects
— Basis of
Comparison
= Commuter Rail
Alternative
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= 9-Mile Extension of
Existing South Shore
Line (SSL)

= 12 Trains per Weekday

= 4 Stations in
Hammond, Munster,
and Dyer

= Maintenance Facility
= |Improvements to Metra

= Options for Alignment,
Stations, Maintenance
Facility, and Vehicle

BoardingPlatforms
Shelters
Parking
Multi-Modal Access
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Maintenance
Facility

= Shop Building for
Maintenance of Vehicles

= Storage Yard Tracks for
6 Locomotives and 46 Cars

= Parking and Other Facilities

Vehicle Options

= Diesel
= Electric

= Combined
Diesel/Electric
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What are Key Environmental
Considerations?

* Transportation

* Land Use and Acquisitions

=  Economic Development

* Neighborhoods and Community Facilities

= Environmental Justice

= Parks and Recreational

* Historic and Archeological

* Noise and Vibration

= Visual and Aesthetics

= Farmlands and Soils

» \Water and Ecological

= Hazardous Materials

» Safety and Security
Short-Term Construction

[ ]

What are Next Steps in EIS?
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What is Overall Project
Schedule?

FRUJECT SCHEDLULE

What is Overall Project
Schedule?

FROJECT SCHEDLLE
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Scoping Booklet

October 2014

Prepared for:

Morthemn Indiana Commuter Transportation District

Prepared by:
AECOM
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Scoping Booklet
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What Is The Purpose Of This Scoping Booklet?

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD)
have initiated the environmental review process for the West Lake Comidor Project (Project) in Lake County,
Indiana and Cook County, lllinois in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
other regulatory requirements. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is being prepared as part of this
process, with the FTA as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor responsible for
implementing the Project under NEPA. To determine the scope, content, and significant issues o be
addressed in the EIS, FTA and NICTD are conducting agency and public “scoping.” This scoping booklet is
intended to help interested parties understand the scoping process, provide pertinent information about the
Project, and establish an early and open process for obtaining public and agency input.

What Is The History Of The Project?

The concept of providing more direct access to 2014, NICTD released its 20-Year Strafegic
transit in central, southemn, and western Lake Business Plan, which highlighted the importance
County has been considered for more than 25 of the Project.

years in regional transportation studies. As early
as 1989, the Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission (NIRPC) released a study
that identified a South Shore extension as a
potentially viable means to expand mass fransit
in the region. Since that time, multiple
evaluations have occurred. In 2011, NICTD's
West Lake Corridor Study concluded that a rail-
based service between the Munster/Dyer area
and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown
Chicago would best meet the public
transportation needs of the study area. In June

What Is The Purpose And Need Of The Project?

MNICTD’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) + [ncrease NICTD system ridership

provides a vital transportation link that connects ; i
Morthwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, ® Do eco.nom{c OEveEpmEen cfpportunmes
lllinois. The proposed Project would involve a * Create local jobs in Northwest Indiana

southemn branch extension of the SSL route to » Aftract and retain families and younger residents
reach high-growth areas in Lake County, Indiana. » Provide a valued transportation asset for use
The Prﬂjetﬁ would Expaﬂd NICTD's semnvice b}" all Northwest Indiana residents

coverage, improve mobility and accessibility, and
stimulate local job creation and economic
development opportunities for Lake County.
Specifically, the Project is intended to:

+ Serve high-growth areas in central, southem,
and western Lake County, Indiana

+ Conveniently connect more Northwest
Indiana residents to downtown Chicago jobs
and major activity centers

+ Establish a solid modal alternative between the
two metropolitan regions other than driving

+« Lower commuting travel times and costs

lﬁ mlﬁ Hliﬁ Page 1 October 2014
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What Is The Environmental Review Process?

NEPA requires federal agencies to assess the
potential impacts of their actions on the human
and natural environment and to aveid, minimize,
or mitigate adverse effects where reasonably
feasible. Since NICTD intends to seek federal
funding for the Project, the FTA and MICTD must
comply with NEPA.

The purpose of the environmental review process
under NEPA is to promote informed decision-
making by considering the potential
environmental and social impacts of the Project.
The FTA and NICTD will engage regulatory
agencies with a defined interest in the Project
and the public that could potentially be affected
by the Project. The environmenial review
process is structured to encourage participation
between government officials, agencies, private
businesses, and citizens. The environmental
review process involves the following steps:

e Scoping and Screening
« Drafi Environmental Impact Statement

+ Final Environmental Impact Statement and
Record of Decision

Scoping and Screening

Scoping is the first step in the environmental
review process under NEPA. [tis an early and
open process for the public and agencies to
provide input on the scope, or range, of issues to
be addressed and identify the significant issues
related to the Project. The input received during
scoping will help to identify the appropriate
alternatives and the depth and breadth of
envirocnmental analysis to be completed. It will
also serve to identify and eliminate from detailed
study the issues that are not significant or have
been covered by prior studies. The following key
steps will be conducted during the environmental
SCOPINgG process:

= [nvite local, regional, state, and federal
agencies, Tribal Governments, and other
interested pariies to comment on the scope
of the Project, including the purpose and
need, alternatives considered, key issues
evaluated, and evaluation methods;

« Connect previous planning decisions with
curmrent Project development;

FTA Procedures

The FTA and NICTD will comply with applicable
federal environmental laws, regulations, and
execuiive orders during the environmental review
process. These requirements inclede, but are not
limited to:

= Council on Environmental Cuality implementing
NEPA

+ FTA's Reguiations on Environmental Impact and
Related Procedures

= U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's air quality
conformity regulations

» Clean Air Act Amendments of 1950

« Seclion 404 of Clean Water Act

= Section 106 of National Historic Preservation Act

« Section T of Endangered Species Act

= Section 4(f) of Department of Transporiation Act

» Executive Order 11988 on Floodplain
Management

« Executive Order 11920 on Wellands

= Executive Order 12888 on Environmental Justice

= DOT Order 5610.2{a) on Environmental Justice.

WICTD intends to seek federal funding for the

Project under FTA's New Stants program. The New

Starts program involves a multi-year, multi-step

process, including the environmental review

procedures, which project sponsors must complete

before federal funding s approved. The steps in the

Mew Starts process and basic requirements of this

federal funding program can be found on FTA's
webhsite at www fta dot.gov.

L

+ [Establish a decision-making framework; and

+ Determine the scope and significant issues to
be analyzed in depth in the EIS

A broad range of reasonable altemnatives will be
considered for the Project from the onsel. The
alternatives will be evaluated and screened
based on operational and engineering
constraints, constructability, cost, and
environmental concems. This screening will
narrow the alternatives and provide a more well-
defined Project that will advance into the Draft
EIS (DEIS).

T PRAIEET
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Draft Environmental Impact
Statement

A DEIS document will be prepared following
scoping and screening 1o more fully assess the
Project. The DEIS will:

+ |dentify Purpose and Meed for Project,

+ Describe Project and altemnatives considered,

+ Evaluate affected environment and potential
envirenmental impacts of Project;

+ Propose actions that will help mitigate
unavoidable impacts;

+ Enable decision-makers to identify solution
that best meets Purpose and Need; and

+ Provide public and agencies opportunities to
review and comment on Project

The DEIS document will be circulated for public
and agency comment over a 45-day review

ENVIBONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT PROCESS

period. During this time, a public hearing(s) will
be heid to present the results of the DEIS and
formally record all comments received. Following
the public review period, NICTD will select a
Locally Preferred Altemative (LPA) for the Project
that can further advance in the environmental
review process, as well as FTA's New Starls
funding program

Final Environmental Impact
Statement and Record of Decision

In order to complete the environmental review
process, a Final EIS (FEIS) would be prepared
by the FTA and NICTD. The FEIS would
respond to comments received on the DEIS and
include the LPA selected for the Project. The
FTA would also issue a Record of Decision
(ROD) that states the proposed action,
environmental findings, and mitigation
requirements.

’ 1Ofical Pl Opporunity for Cormment during E15 Process

WOTE: A sl FEIS andf DD 2ae be isued snde MAR-I1, s FTA delesrrets & 5% binad dodurrin] o foll pedadis

AGINCY CODRDINATION ARD PLBLIC MYOLYEMINT THRODGHOUT

What Alternatives Will Be Considered?

The EIS will evaluate a Mo Build Alternative and
a Commuter Rail Alternative. A description of
each alternative is provided below

No Build Alternative

The Mo Build Altemative is defined as the
existing transporiation system, plus any
committed transportation improvements included
in NIRPC’s 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan.
It would not include a major transit investment in
the West Lake Comidor. As such, the No Build
Alternative serves as the NEPA baseline against
which the environmental effects of the proposed
Project are measured.

Commuter Rail Alternative

The Commuter Rail Alternative would involve an
approximate 9-mile southem extension of NICTD's
existing SSL between Dyer and Hammond,
Indiana. The Project would include:

+ New lrack improvements along existing CSX
Transportation and former Monon railroad
comidors, with fiyover to existing SSL in Hammond;

« Four stations at Munster/Dyer Main Street,
Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South
Hammond, and Downiown Hammond; and

+ Maintenance facility to store and maintain
vehicles.

() PROJEEY
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Trains on the new Project branch line would
connect with the existing SSL and ultimately the
Meitra Electric District's (MED) line o the north,
providing new transit service between Dyer and
Metra's Millennium Station in Downtown
Chicago. To facilitate this, core capacity
improvements to the existing MED line and
Millennium Station may be required to
accommodate the Project.

Two alignment design options are also being
considered for the Project, including a possible
extension to 5t. John on the southem end and
another that would share the Indiana Harbor Belt
(IHB) Kensington Branch on the northemn end.
Design options for four other possible station
locations and three potential maintenance facility
sites are also being studied. The Project route
alignment, station locations, and maintenance
facility sites will be further refined during the
enviranmental review process, working in close
consultation with the public. agencies, and key

stakeholders

What Environmental Resources Will Be Studied?

The EIS will evaluate potential effects to the
human and natural environments under the No
Build and Commuter Rail Altematives. The
environmental resources to be analyzed in the
EIS include:

Transportation

Land Use and Zoning

Land Acquisitions and Displacements
Socloeconomics and Economic Development
Environmental Justice

Meighborhood and Community Facilities
Parks and Recreational

Historic and Archeological

Noise and Vibration

Visual and Aesthetic

Air Quality

Energy

Farmlands, Solls, and Geology
Water

Threatened and Endangered Species
Hazardous Materials

Safety and Security

Utilities

Short-Term Construction Impacts
Secondary and Cumulative Effects
Section 4(f} Evaluation

(T PRAEET s
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What Agencies Are Involved? = U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
= Development
In addition to FTA and NICTD, a number of local, s USs Department of Interior

regional, state, and federal agencies have been « U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
invited to participate in the environmental review s TS Fichi and Wikille Sepsce
process. These agencies include, but are not o

limited to: Tribal Governments

Local . ?O-C?u'gk Nfa tki:m d Nebraska
; ! + lowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebras

: g:g g; gﬁ:ggﬁ Gty . Iowa '_!'ritfe of Oklahoma

«  City of Hammond + Miami Tribe of Oklahoma

«  Cook County + Ofoe-Missouria Tribe

+ Lake County « Peoria Tribn_e of _Er_]dians of Dklaho_ma :

«  Town of Dyer . Potawatom! - Citizen Potawatomi Natlon_

§ Tk Momstir . Potawatom! - Forest Ct_)unty F_’c:tawaioml _

5  Toukioh St ke . Potawatom! - Hannahville Indian Communrt_}r

«  Village of Burnham . Potawatom! - F-‘ok_a_gon Band of Potaw;tc:m_|

«  Village of Doiton + Potawatomi - P|_'a|r|e Ba_nd_Pqtav_wgtoml Nation _

+ Sac and Fox Tribe of Mississippi in lowa/MMeskwaki

Regional = Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri

s Chicago Department of Transportation * Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma

« Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning * Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

+ Chicago Transit Authority The FTA emphasizes early coordination with

+ Metra agencies to ensure that the environmental review

+ Northeastern lllinois Regional Transportation process satisfies NEPA and other reguiatory
Authority requirements. Several diverse outreach

+ Northwest Indiana Regional Development strategies and techniques will be undertaken
Authority over the course of the EIS process. Early and

+ Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning continuous involvement with agencies, outreach
Commission with major stakeholders, and meaningful public

participation will be critical to advancing the

State Project into the next implementation phase.

+ [llinois Department of Natural Resources

* llinois Department of Transportation When Will Scoping Meetings be Held?

+ [llinois Environmental Protection Agency : : : :

« lliinois Historic Preservation Agency Tieney. AN IR CEEanE g mectE Wi bes .

« lllinois State Department of Agriculture conducted the following dates, locations, and times:

« Indiana Department of Environmental Agency Scoping
Manncaen When: Oclober 28, 2014

+ Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Indiana Department of Transportation
Indiana State Department of Agriculture

Where: Center for Visual and Performing Aris,
1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

Time: 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

.

Federal : ;

Federal Emergency Management Agency P’k Stoph
-
« Federal Highway Administration When: October 28, 2014
+ Federal Railroad Administration Where: Center for Visual and Performing Arts,
« U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321
+ U.S. Department of Agriculture Time: 630 PM to 8:30 PM

mﬁ Page 6 October 2014
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How Can You Submit Comments?

The public can submit comments at the scoping meeting, either written on comment cards or given verbally
to the on-site Court Reporter. In addition to the scoping meetings, comments can also be submitted via:

Project Website: hitp:/fwww . nictdwestlake.com

E-mail: project email@nictdwestiake com
Automated Phone: 219-250-2920 (comment via voicemail)
Mail: MNICTD West Lake Corridor Project

33 East U.S. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Scoping comments must be submitted by November 11, 2014.

What Are The Next Steps?

Scoping comments will be documented and considered in refining the Project’s Purpose and Need,
alternatives considered, potential environmental effects io be studied, and agency coordination and public
involvement process for the Project. The DEIS will be prepared following the scoping process, with a 45-
day public circulation period targeted for fall 2015, Following the comment period on the DEIS, an FEIS
would be prepared by the FTA and NICTD to complete the environmental review process. The FTA would
also issue a ROD that states the proposed action, environmental findings, and mitigation requirements.
The environmental review process would be followed by more detailed design, engineering, vehicle
acquisition, and construction. Service start-up for the West Lake Corridor Project is targeted for 2023.

Lﬂ;’_ﬁﬁlﬁﬁlﬁ Page i October 2014

|

‘TT’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page C-27 March 2015



Scoping Summary Report

ﬂ‘ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICED)

Project Overview: Morthemn Indiana Commuter
Transportation Distnct’s (NICTD] existing South Shore
Line (85L) provides a vital franspertation link that
connects Morthwest Indiana to Chicago and Cock
County, llincis. The West Lake Comidor Project
(Project) would involve a southern branch extension
of MICTD's existing S5L to reach high-growth areas in
Lake County, Indiana. The Project would expand
MICTD's service coverage, improve mobility and

accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and Environmental Review Process: To move this Project

economic development opportunities for Lake forward, MICTD and the Federal Transit Administration

County. The Project would include: [FTA) have inifiated the environmental review process

+ 9-mile southern extension of S5L between Dyer and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Hammond, Indiana: Act [NEPA) and other regulatory requirements. An

s 12 frains per weekday befween Dyer and Environmental Impact statement (BIS) is being
Downtown Chicage: prepared as part of this process fo assess the

+ 4 stations in Hommeond, Munster, and Dyer;

« Maintenance facility to store and maintain
vehicles; and

s Improvements to Metra fo accommodate Project.

potential impacts of the Project on the man-made
and natural environments. This is a required step that
MICTD must take fo receive potential federal funding

for the Project.
Design options for the Project route alignment,

station locations, and maintenance facility sites are Key Milestones:

also being considered, which will be further refined » EIS Process: ) o 2014 to 2016
working in close consultation with the public, 2 E:ﬁ?{?ﬁ;ﬁj;;ﬂ?le Arouion, 2016 to 2023
agencies, and key stakeholders. * Project Complefion: 2023

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT PROCESS

Essus Final llnc ustia Propos ed Actions,
Biespond io Commests on Dralt [EIS and Begin ‘Envirenmenial Findings

Seaping te AHernative on Aemaining and Haig Public Sy, E |
Mty laswrs Inchusson in Drak Atamathies Hoarings to- Seek Input X5 e Prapaee Final £23 :::_:hh" ::;;lmthhnumm

Candust Dewelop and Screcn Prepare Droit 5 Cireulale Draft E15

AGENCY COORDINATION AND PUBLIC INWDLVEMENT THROUGHOUT

’ Official Public Opportunity for Comment during EIS Process
MOTE: A single Final EIE and Record of Deczson (OO} can be izsued under WAP-21, urless FTA defmines & comiined document is nol pozzible.

HOW TO REACH US:
NICTD West Lake Corridor Project, 33 East U.5. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304
website: www.nictdwestlake.com; e-mail: project.emaili@nictdwestiake.com; automated phone: 219-250-2920
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West Lake Corridor Project: The Northern Indiana
Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in
cooperation with the Federal Transit Administration
(FTA), is proposing the West Lake Cormidor Project
(Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County,
lllinois. The Project would involve an approximate 9-
mile southern branch extension of NICTD's existing
South Shore Line (35L) between Dyer and Hammond,
Indiana. Since the Project is anficipated to use
federal funds, it is considered an undertaking that is
subject to Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA).

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act:
Section 104 requires the FTA and NICTD to take info
account the effects of the undertaking on historic
properties, and allows the State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO), other potential consulting parties,
and public to voice their concerns and share
information about historic properties that may be
affected. Through the Section 106 process, the FTA
and NICTD will:

« |dentify historic properties within an Area of
Potential Effects;

* Assess potential effects on historic properties; and

* Resolve adverse effects through consultation with
SHPO, other consulting parties, and Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation, if needed.

Public involvement is a key ingredient in successful
Section 106 consultation, and the views of the public
will be solicited throughout the process. This is a
great opportunity for individuals fo share any historic
information about the proposed project area.

National Register of Historic Places: The National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) is the official list of
the Nation's historic places worthy of preservation.
Under Section 106, a historic property is any district,
site, building, structure, or object that is included in

‘n‘ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

or eligible for the NRHP. To be considered eligible, a
property must meet the NRHP Criteria for Evaluation.
This involves examining the property's age, integrity,
and significance.

Area of Potential Effects: When evaluating Project-
specific impacts, Section 106 requires defining the
geographic area where proposed Project activities
may have an effect on historic and archeological
resources. This geographic area is known as the Areg
of Potential Effects (APE).

Potential Historic Buildings in Hammond, Indiana

NICTD West Lake Corridor Project, 33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304
website: www.nictdwestlake.com; e-mail: project. email@nictdwestlake com; automated phone: 219-250-2920
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Name (please print):

Neighborhood or Organization:

Address;

E-mail:

Do you want o be included in our mailing list? (circle) Yes HNo

How did you hear about us? (check) ONewspaper OWebsite  OPostcard OE-mail
CIFfyer Oother

COMMENTS:
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‘ﬂ’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Meeting Purpose: Agency Scoping Meeting

l Location: The Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Rd, Munster, IN 46321
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 Time: 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
SIGN-IN SHEET
Name Agency or Organization Phone E-mail Address
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SIGN-IN SHEET
Agency or Organization Phone E-mail Address
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MEETING PURPOSE: Agency Scoping Meeting
DATE & TIME: October 28, 2014, 2:00 to 4:00 PM
LOCATION: The Center for Visual and Performing Arls
1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321
ATTENDEES: List of attendees is provided in the attached sign-in sheets
MEETING NOTES
Purpose:

The purpose of the Agency Scoping meeting was to meet with federal, state, regional, and local agencies
that were invited to participate in the emvironmental review process for the West Lake Comdor Project
(Project). The attendees were provided with an overview of the Project and invited to submit comments or
guestons on the Project

Discussion Points | Comments: Commenter

1. Northem Indiana Commuter Transportation Distnct (MICTD) jointly owns John Parsons, NICTD
the former Monon corridor with Hammond and Munster between the
Maynard Junction with the Canadian National and Sibley Street in
Hammond

2 It s antcpated that the route would be primianly single-tracked, with John Parsons, NICTD
passing sidings north of Maynard; the extent of passing sidings would
depend on the location of the maintenance facility. The CSX-owned
portion of the alignment may need to be double-tracked since it would be
shared with freight service.

3. The nver crossings were mentioned, with a concem for potential piers in Elizabeth McCloskey,
the river. Rehabilitation of the existing bridges would be preferred by the United States Fish and

resource agencies since it would generally have less impact than Wildlife Service (USFWVS)
replacement. A mitigation strateqy of the potentially impacted waterways Lor White, Indiana
will need to be considered and coordinated. Department of Natural

Resources (INDNR)

4. It was nofed that the United States Environmental Protection Agency Carl Wodrich, INDNR
(USEPA) and INDNR are managing the Grand Calumet River Cleanup
Project. The INDNR is also starting a statewide wetland and stream
remediation program that will be implemented by Summer 2015.

NICTD Contract Mo, T8011 / Project Mo. 60321038 / Task Mo. 01
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS

NICD

Purpose:

The purpese of the Agency Scoping meeting was to meet with federal, state, regional, and local agences
that were invited to participate in the emvironmental review process for the West Lake Comidor Progect
(Project). The attendees were provided with an overview of the Prosect and inviled to submit comments or

guestions on the Project

Discussion Points | Comments: Commenter

5. Its anbcipated that the Monon Trad would be mamtaned along the Lisa ves, AECOM
comidor, but the current alignment of the trall may need to be shifled in
some locations

6. Gary Public Transportaton Corporation runs a bus route at Calumet Sarah Gesnosky,
Avenue and Ridge Road; they may want to consider rerouting this bus Northwestem Indkana
line to serve the Ridge Road Station. Regional Planning

Commession (NIRPC)
7. The potental effects to NICTD's exsting South Shore Line (SSL) were Jack Eskil, NIRPC

discussad,

Some existing SSL nders may shift 1o the West Lake Comdor Project: the
potential impacts to the SSL will be assessed.

John Parsons, NICTD

8. The need for local police and fire coverage was questioned, as well as
the community’s ability to collect revenue for managing parking.

NICTD anticipates that it would ulilze local police and fire coverage
similar fo its current SSL service. Charging a fee for parking could be a
possibility. NICTD would coordinate with the local communities on the
management of policeffire coverage, staions, and parking.

Jeff Dekker, Diyer Town
Counci

John Parsons, NICTD

¢ Document Control

Attachment: Meeting Sign-in Sheets

FPage 2ol 4
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=—===(riginal Message-—

From: Leffler, Paul M LRC [mailto:Paul. M. Leffler@usace. army.mil]
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 2:28 PM

To: Arkell, Reginald (FTA)

Cc: Assam, Mark (FTA]

Subject: RE: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project [UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Reginald,

Yes our agency would like to be a cooperating agency for this project. Any impacts to wetlands and waterways will
require a permit from our office under the authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Efforts to avoid and
minimize these impacts must be made and my participation will likely focus on this goal.

In addition it is worth noting that our office address changed last summer to:
231 5. LaSalle Street, Suite 1500
Chicago, IL 60604

Please address all correspondence to my attention. However email is the prefermed method of coordination.

Sincerely,

Paul M, Leffler

U.5. Army Corps of Engineers - Chicago District Regulatory Branch, Project Manager
231 5. LaSalle Street, Suite 1500

Chicago, lllinois 60604

Office: 312-846-5529
Website: http://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx

/ﬁ’msrumonmnnn Page D-5 March 2015
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----- Original Message--—-

From: reginald.arkell@dot.gov [mailto:reginald.arkell@dot.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 3:13 PM

To: Leffler, Paul M LRC

Cc: Mark. Assam@dot. gov

Subject: [EXTERNAL] NICTD West Lake Commidor Project

Paul:

Pursuant to our conversation today, attached is an electronic copy of the letter we sent by U.5. Mail to your office
regarding the NICTD West Lake Corridor Project. Based on our discussion, | understand you have not seen this letter but
your agency would likely want to be a Cooperating Agency as the corridor traverses sensitive waterways/wetlands in
NW Indiana. Please confirm or clarify this by email and/or U.S. Mail at your earfiest convenience along with any other
input you would like to provide at this time. Thank you for your interest in this project.

Reginald Arkell, AICP - Community Planner

U.S. DOT, Federal Transit Administration, Region 5

200 West Adams Street, Suite 320

Chicago, llinois 60606

Telephone: 312-886-3704

Facsimile: 312-886-0351

Email: reginald.arkell@dot. gov <mailto:Reginald.arkell@dot. gov

http:/ fwww fta.dot.gov/

Facebook icon <https://www.facebook.com/FTADOT> Twitter lcon <https:/ftwitter.com/FTA DOT>

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NOMNE

‘ﬁ’msmmnnmnnn Page D-6 March 2015
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From: Martin, Andrea (FRA)
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 9:49 AM
To: Arkell, Reginald (FTA); Assam, Mark (FTA)

Cc: Noblet, Lon (MDOT) (NOBLETL @michigan.gov)
Subject: RE: Chicago/Detroit Commidor and NICTD West Lake Cormidor Projects

Hi Reggie; thank you for your voicemail, | apologize for not getting back to you until now about the NICTD project. At
this time, FRA will decline cooperating agency status, and work with FTA on the West Lake Comridor Projectin a
participating agency capacity.

The proposed NICTD project would only affect the South-of-the-Lake alternative that using the historic Michigan Central
Route, and luckily would not further complicate the Chicago to Detroit/Pontiac alternatives that would swing south from
Indiana Harbor down to Tolleston.

Please forward future information about the proposed project as it relates to the Michigan Central Route (capacity
numbers, modeling, routing), and we will be happy to provide input, and it is also important to our decision-making
process for the Chicago to Detroit/Pontiac Passenger Rail Corridor Program.

Thank you, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions. 1 look forward to working with you
throughout the NEPA process.

Andrea

ANDREA E. MARTIN
Environmental Protection Specialist

FRA | Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, Mail Stop 20, W38-215
Washington, DC 20590

[d} 2025936201 (f) 202.493.6333

andrea martin@dot. gov
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From: Savko, Terry [mailto:Terry. Savko@Illinois.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 2:01 PM

Tao: Assam, Mark (FTA)

Cc: Chard, Steve

Subject: Decline Invitation for Participating Agency - West Lake Shore Commidor Project

October 15, 2014

Ms. Marisol R. Simén

U.S. Dept. of Transportation
Federal Transit Administration
200 W. Adams Street, Suite 3120

Chicago, IL 60606-2789
Attention: Mark Assam

Re: Invitation for Participating Agency
West L ake Shore Cormidor Project
Environmental Impact Statement Review Process
Cook County, lllinois and Lake County, Indiana

Dear Ms. Simon:

Thank you for your agency’s October 1, 2014
comrespondence notifying the llinois Department of
Agriculture (IDOA) that the U.S. DOT Federal Transit
Administration is initiating an Environmental Impact
Statement for the West Lake Shore Comdor Project in
Cook County, lllinois and Lake County, Indiana.

Your letter invites the IDOA to be a Participating
Agency in the EIS process for the project.

The project is located within a highly urbanized area
that is planned and zoned for non-agricuttural
development. Because productive agricultural land is
not involved with this project, the IDOA respectfully
declines your invitation to become a participating
agency in the development of the West Lake Shore
Comdor Project.

Terry Savko, IL Dept of Agriculture
Bureau of Land and Water Resources

State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281, Springfield, IL 62794-9281

217.785.4458  lernv.savko@ilingis.qoy

(n»’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page D-8
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From: Rick Eberly [mailto:reberly@townofdyer.net]
Sent: Friday, October 10, 2014 2:07 PM

To: Assam, Mark (FTA)

Subject: Invitation to participate in EIS

Mark,

| recently received an invitation to participate in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake Corridor Project,
Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois. The letter of invitation does not indicate how one is to accept the
invitation. It only indicates how to decline the invitation, but | hope that | can accept the invitation by contacting you via
this email. Please let me know if there is some other way that | need to indicate my acceptance of this invitation. | would
be representing the interests of the Town of Dyer as | am the Town Administrator for Dyer.

Rick Eberly
Dyer Town Administrator

From: Jeffrey J Sriver [mailto:Jeffrey.Sriver@cityofchicago.org]

Sent: Wednesday, October 08, 2014 3:15 PM

To: Assam, Mark (FTA)

Subject: Re: Invitation to be a Participating Agency in West Lake Corridor Environmental Review Process

Hi Mark,

| am in receipt of Regional Administrator Simon’s memo on this subject dated October 1, 2014. CDOT would like to be a
Participating Agency in NICTD’s West Lake Corridor Environmental Review Process, and we appreciate FTA’s invitation.
Please direct or copy further CDOT correspandence on this subject to me, and | or another CDOT Planning Section staff
will represent CDOT at project meetings as required.

Thank you and please let me know if there are any questions.

-Jeff

bk o ok R o R R R

leffrey Sriver

Director of Transportation Planning and Programming
Chicago Department of Transportation

30 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 500

Chicago, lllinois 60602

Tel. 312-744-7080

Mob. 312-287-7790

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or
the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any
dissemunation, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this e-mail 1 error. please respond to the mdividual sendmg the message, and permanently
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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From: Hippensteel, Beth [mailto: BHippensteel@dnr.IN.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 7:28 AM

To: Assam, Mark (FTA)

Subject: ER-17897, Lake Co.

Dear Mr. Assam:

This is a standard informational email in response to your request for an Environmental Review, which was received on
October 6, 2014 for the following project:

West Lake Corndor Project, Lake Co., IN and Cock Co., IL EIS: new track improvements, four {4) new stations, and a
maintenance facility along a 9 mile southem extension along the Northemn Indiana Commuter Transportation District
(MICTD) existing South Shore Line (SSL) between Dyer and Hammond, IN

We would like you to know that the review is in process and a formal response will be forthcoming. Please refer to the ER
number in the subject line on all future correspondence regarding this project.

Please note that you can submit future requests electronically to the following email address:

environmentalreview @ dnr. in gov.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Christie Stanifer, Environmental Coordinator, at 317-232-8163 or
cstanifer@dnr.in.qgov, or to check on the status of a review, please contact Beth Hippensteel at: bhippensteel@dnr.in.qov,
or at 317-234-1092.

Christie Stanifer

Environmental Coordinator

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife

402 West Washington St, Room W273
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2781

(317) 232-8163

Fax: (317) 232-8150

From: Fahrenwald, Peter [mailto:FahrenwaldP@RTACHICAGD. ORG]
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 3:58 PM

To: Assam, Mark (FTA)

Subject: West Lake Comidor Project

Mark — thanks for the opportunity to attend the agency scoping meeting for the FTA/NICTD EIS, and the invitation for
the ATA to be a Participating Agency.

This is to affirm that the RTA does want to be included as a Participating Agency, and | will serve as the primary point of
contact. My contact information is listed below.

Regards,
Peter Fahrenwald

Peter Fahrenwald
Manager, Regional and Comdor Planmng

Regional Transportation Authonty = 175 W. Jackson Blvd = Suite 1650 « Chicago, IL 60604-2705

312-913-3247 - fahrenwaldp@rtachicago org

Securely send me files

(Tr’msmuseonmnnn Page D-10 March 2015
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From: Laszewski, Virginia [mailto: | asrewski Virginia@epa gov]
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2014 5:09 PM

To: Assam, Mark (FTA)

Cc: Westiake, Kenneth

Subject: FTA's letter to EPA re: West Lake Corridor Project

Good Afternoon Mr. Assam,

As we just discussed over the phone regarding EPA’s receipt of FTA's 10/01/2014, letter concerning the proposed West
Lake Corridor project EIS:

- EPA's NEPA Implementation Section just received FTA's letter this afternoon.

- Yes, EPA agrees to be a participating agency in FTA's EIS process for the West Lake Corridor project.

- I'will not be able to attend tomorrow’s Agency Scoping meeting due to the short notice,

- EPA requests copies of the meeting handouts and any other project information.

- Please also send me a copy of the meeting minutes w/list of attendees and their contact information, when
available.

- Please send all West Lake Corridor project information to my attention at the address below (make sure to include
the mail code).

- For other future FTA projects, please send notices directly to Kenneth Westlake, Chief, NEPA Implementation
Section at the same below address.

Thank you,

Virginia Laszewski
Environmental Sclentist
LIS EPA, Region 5
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA)
NEPA Implementation Section
77 West Jackson, Mail Code E-19)
Chicago, IL 60604
312/886-7501 (voice)
312/679-2097 (fax)
ﬁ;;gﬂ;kl virginia@eps goy
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‘ 233 houth Wacker Deve
. . Sulte BOO
Chlcago MEtrﬂp{)'Itaﬁ Chicaga, IL 60606
Agency for Planning TR
November 5, 2014
Via e-mail:
mark.assam@dot.gov
Ms. Marisol R. Simon
Regional Administrator
U.5. Department of Transportation
Federal Transit Administration
Regaoe Board Members
m West Adm Street, Suite 320 Gerald Bennett, Chair
Chicago, Illinots 60606 Rita Athas
Frank Beal
Dear Ms. Simon: Roger Claar
Elliott Hartstein
Thank you for your letter of October 1, 2014. In accordance with Title 40 Code Al Larson
of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1501.6 and 23 CFR 771.111(d), the FTA has Lisa Laws
invited CMAP to be a Participating Agency in the Environment Review Andrew Madigan
Process for the West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County Indiana and Cook Raul Raymundo
County, Illinois. Rick Reinbold
William Rodeghier
CMAP is pleased to accept this invitation and as such agrees to provide the Carolyn Schofield
following regarding development of the Project EIS: Peter Silvestri
Rae Rupp Srch
+  Participation in coordination meetings, and/or field visits, as Thomas Weisner
approprate; and Non-voting Members
* Identification of the impacts and important issues to be Bola Delans
addressed in the EIS pertaining to the intersection of the Project Juan Morado, Jr.
alternatives with the resource(s) in our jurisdiction. Leanne Redden
Sincerely, Executive Director

Randy Blankenhorn

TG:RSB/stk
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Michael R Pence, Governor
Camezron F, Clark, Director
Indiana Department of Natural Resources

November 10, 2014

Marisol Simdn

Regional Administrator

ULS. Department of Transportation

Federal Transportation Administration — Region 5
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320

Chicago, IL 60606-5253

RE: West Lake Comridor Project
Lake County, IN and Cook County, IL

Dear Ms. Simdn,

The Indiana state natural resources co-trustees would like to be considered a “Participating Agency”™
in the environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and
Cook County, lllinois. Correspondence can be coordinated through Carl Wodrich, IDNR Director of
Ecological Services on behalf of the Indiana natural resources trustees.

Mr. Wodrich attended the Agency Scoping Meeting on Ociober 28, 2014 in Munsier, IN and
provided the following comments at thal meeting to the project team;

# the Grand Calumet River (GCR), which flows through the northern Lake County cities of
Gary, East Chicago and Hammond, is one of the most contaminated rivers in the country due
to a long history of chemical dumping and discharges prior to environmental regulations in the
1970s, 80s and 90s; and,
contaminated sediments in the GCR average 8-10 feet in depth; and,
the natural resource trustees have settled claims for injury to natural resources in and adjacent
to the Grand Calumet River and have used these settlement funds to leverage funding from the
1. 8. Environmental Protection Agency’s (USEPA) Great Lakes National Program Office
under the Great Lakes Legacy Act to remediate and restore the West Branch of the GCR and
portions of the East Branch of the GCR; and,

e the USEPA, IDEM, IDNR and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) have partnered
together on these projects and by mid-2015, the West Branch of the GCR from Indianapolis
Boulevard to the IL/IN state line will have been remediated through a combination of
dredging and disposal of approximately two (2) feet of contaminated sediments with the
remaining contaminated sediments being isolated by an approximately two (2) foot thick
reactive cap material that varies a bit in its design between the different reaches of the river;
and,

e the Indiana natural resources trustees do not want to see the nearly $150 million in
remediation and restoration efforts in the GCR. damaged by new bridge piess in the river

channel through this reactive cap.
The DNA mission: Profect, enhance, presarve and wisely use nakval wwn.DNR.IN.gov
cuftural wnd recrealional resources for e ena il of acliane s ofirans An Equal Opportunity Employer

Mough professional lkeadership, management and eoucation.
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Any and all correspondence regarding the West Lake Corridor Project can be seat to Mr. Wodrich at
ewodrchi@dnr.in.gov, or mailed to 402 W, Washington Street, W261, Indianapolis, IN 46204, If you
would like to speak to Mr. Wodrich, he can be reached at 317-232-1291. Thank you very much for
your consideration of our concerns with respect 1o our remediation and restoration efforts of the

Grand Calumet River in northern Lake County, Indiana.
b)/ ‘
/"\__,,/ RN

Sincerely,

(L

John M. Davis, IDNR
Indiana Matural Resources Co-Trustec

Ce: Mark Assam, USDOT FTA (via email)
Elizabeth Admire, IDEM/Indiana Natural Resource Co-Trustee (via email)
Scott Pruitt, USFWS/Indiana Natural Resource Co-Trustee (via email)
Carl Wodrich, IDNR (via email)
Anne Remek-Kominowski, IDEM (via email)
Daniel Sparks, USFWS Bloomington Field Office (via cmail)
Marc Tuchman, USEPA GLNPO (via email)
Diana Mally, USEPA GLNPC (via email)

NICTD (via email to project.emailf@nictdwestlake.com)

‘ﬁ’msmmonmnnn Page D-14 March 2015
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CHICAGO TRANSIT AUTHORITY

567 Wes! Lake Straet
Chicageo, llinois 60661-1496
TEL 312 664-7200

wwnw transitchicago.com

November 11, 2014

Marisol Simon, Regional Administrator
Federal Transit Administration Region 5
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, lllinois 60606-5252

RE: Invitation to be a Participating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois (the “West Lake Corridor
Project”)

Dear Marisol:

The Chicago Transit Authority accepts the FTA's invitation to be a Participating Agency in the EIS process
for the West Lake Corridor Project. As you know, the CTA is currently preparing an EIS for the Red Line
Extension Project (RLE). The preferred alternative for the RLE project is a 5.3 mile extension at the
southern end of CTA's Red Line, utilizing right of way to be acquired along the east or west sides of the
Union Pacific Railroad right of way. The proposed alignment for NICTD's West Corridor Project, utilizing
the Metra Electric District’s line, runs through the proposed RLE transit shed. Accordingly, the CTA has
both expertise and information relevant to, and intend to submit comments on, the West Corridor Lake
Praject,

The CTA appreciate the opportunity to participate in this process. If you have any further questions or
concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Carole Marey ‘}
Chief Planning Officer

ﬂT’ WEST LAKE SORRIDOR Page D-15 March 2015
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Thomas M, McDermolt, Jr.
Mayor

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

DEPARTMENT OF PLANMING
ERLAM L POLAND, ANCP
Direcior of iy Plammeng

TO: Lisa lves, AECOM

FROM: Brian L. Poland, AICP, Director of City Planning ﬁ,
RE: NICTD South Shore Westlake Corridor |
DATE: November 7, 2014

CC: Thomas M. McDermott, Jr., Mayor

Mark McLaughlin, Chief of Staff

On behalf of the City of Hammond, we appreciate meeting with you and your team as well
as John Parsons and NICTD's team on October 7, 2014. |t was a great opportunity for
various City representatives to hear about the Wes! Lake Corridor project and the
Environmental Impact Statement process and provide you with our initial feedback.

| personally attended the scoping session at the Munster Center for Performing Arts on
October 28. It was a great opportunity to seek as much public comment as possible at the
beginning of the project.

As you explained on October 7, the Environmental Impact Statement process is directed
by Federal reguiations in which you must address a full gamut of areas of interest. My
intention herein is to reiterate the City's comments and input from the October 7 meeting
and supplemented by additional feedback subsequent to that meeting.

1) Ownership of the Railroad property.
As was discussed, the West Lake Corridor is intended for the Monon RR corridor.
The Erie Lackawanna runs NW to SE through Hammond from the Little Calumet
River at Indianapolis Blvd. through the downtown to where it the RR crosses the
State Line near Gostlin Street. In downtown Hammond, the Monon RR corridor
merges with the former Erie Lackawanna RR corridor at Douglas Street. The City
of Hammond acquired the Erie Lackawanna RR corridor in a quit claim deed
recorded as document number 847657 in October of 1981,

64% Conkey Strast
Hamemend, |ndiong 446324

219.853.6397
fou: 219.853.6334

werere, gohammond.com
e-mail: plonner@gohammond. com
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Around 1983, the City of Hammond applied for funding to construct a linear trail on
the Erle Lackawanna line as well as construct the Dan Rabin Transit Plaza. The
City of Hammond obtained Land and Water Conservation Fund grant and an Urban
Mass Transit Association grant. The land value of a minimum of 20’ width of the
100’ right-of-way of the Erie Lackawanna was used as local match. The Erie Trail
land was restricted to be used for open space in perpetuity and | believe the UMTA
grant restricted the Dan Rabin Plaza for Transit use for 40 years.

In reviewing Lake County’s GIS system, it appears that it does not accurately
show the City’s ownership of the Erie ROW between Douglas and the Dan Rabin
plaza.

2)  Maintaining the Monon Trail with the Rail use.

The City wishes to retain the Monon Trail and is concerned on how the railroad
use can function. Are there appropriate fencing or other separations between the
trains and frail users? Where would be the crossing points? Would any fencing
become barriers between the neighborhoods and downtown areas on either side
ofthe railroad corridor? What would any fencing lock like? |s there appropriate
fencing for security but provide an inviting architecturally sensitive design to the
residential areas and the downtown?

3) Dan Rabin Plaza
It was stated at the October 7" meeting, you were looking inio
removing/relocating the Dan Rabin Plaza. The structure was built about 1984 for
the local bus service. With its regional services, GPTC has looked into
reopening the Plaza after it was shuttered after the RBA shutdown. The City
would be concerned that its respensibilities under the grant obligations are
addressed.

4)  Maintenance Facility south of 173" Street
It was indicated at the October 7" and the October 28" meeting that one of the
locations NICTD is considering for the maintenance facility is the property south of
173", This area of Hammond is residential 2nd one of the more stable
neighborhoods of Hammond. Locating as maintenance facility which is more of an
industrial use would not be appropriate for this area of Hammond. It is my
understanding from the Oclober 28" meeting that the facility would potentially have
a fueling station for diesel engines, the trains would have to run overnight to keep
the engine warm, the engine could be kept warm by electricity but would result in a
diesel engine being restarted in the early moming hours. This would be an adverse
effect on the residential neighborhood from the noise, fumes, and fuel delivery
vehicles.

an)msmmonmnnn Page D-17 March 2015
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5)

7)

8)

9)

10)

1)

Diesel versus electric trains

It is our understanding that both diesel and electric trains are being considered.
Electric trains bring up the concem of how the electric lines are constructed. Diesel
trains bring up the concems of noise and fumes.

Freight Traffic
The City has well expressed its opposition to the line being used for freight
purposes.

Route through Downtown Hammond

On October 7™ it was discussed how the route would run north of the Dan Rabin
Plaza to go under the Hohman overpass, then start to elevate to go over the E-W
railroad tracks before retuming to grade near Gostin Street. We discussed the
engineering of the route of making the “left” and “right” turns. The City is concemed
about how street crossings will be affected at State Street and Willow Court. The
City is also concerned about how the route may affect the Chicago Street/Gostlin
Street reconstruction project.

Station locations

Three potential locations were being investigated for Hammond: 173" Street,
downtown Hammond. and the Gateway Station. Some of the concerns common to
all of these potential locations would be the size and location of parking facilities,
impacts from lighting from the parking area, buffering from adjacent uses, etc. as
well as an Individual concern about the potential of using the existing parking
structure in Downtown Hammond.

TOD (Transit oriented development)

The opportunity for sensitive and appropriate transit criented development is
tremendous for the station locations, which has the potential of providing new
housing and economic development opportunities. Subsequent to the meetings,
the City has provided the requested information for the grant application that was
discussed at the October 7" meeting. We look forward to pursuing this with NICTD.

Environmental Concems

Concerns about noise and fumes have been referenced above. Also, there are
concerns about any ground contamination that may exist in the former Monon yards
or along the railroad corridor. Hammond's Department of Environmental
Management can provide you any assistance that is requested.

Impacts on Historic Areas

At the October 7™ meeting, the National Register Historic Districts in the Forest
Avenue area and Downtown Hammond were discussed. The City Planning
Depariment is available to assist in the Section 106/ 4f process.

\i
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United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Bloomington Field Office (ES)
620 South Walker Street
Bloomingion, IN 47403-2121
Phome: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (312} 334-4273

November 4, 2014

NICTD

West Lake Corridor Project
33 East U.S. Highway 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304

Dear Sir;

This is in reference to the September 30, 2014 Federal Register Notice of Intent to Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for development of a commuter rail line within an approximate
9-mile corridor between Dyer and Hammond, with a possible extension southeast to St. John, all
in Lake County, Indiana. The U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) offers the following
comments.

A coalition of the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), Town of
Munster, and City of Hammond owns the abandoned right-of-way of the Monon Railroad
between the 45 Fisher Streets area in Munsier and Sibley Street in Hammond and proposes
using this cormdor, in conjunction with the active CSX track. currently utilized by Amitrak and
freight trains, south of 45" Street, as the primary route of the proposed commuter rail line, New
tracks will be required beyond Sibley Street. Use of a portion of the existing South Shore Line
(SSL) and Metra Electric District (MED) facilities or alternative existing rail lines between
Hammond and Chicago will also be addressed. Several allematives for a rail yard/maintenance
facility will be considered, including near US 41 at St. John, near Main Street in Dyer, and at the
site of the former Monon rail vard in southern Hammond.

There may be wetlands in the Fisher/43™ Streets area in southern Munster because numerous
other proposed developments in that area have encountered wetlands. However, we do nol know
what specific parcel has already been purchased by the NICTD/Munster/Hammond coalition in
anticipation of a passenger station in that area, so we do not know if wetlands are involved or
not. Wetland delineations will therefore be necessary in this area.
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There may also be wetlands associated with the proposad crossings of the West Branch Little
Calumet River, West Branch Grand Calumet River, and/or Calumet River/Calumet Sag Channel,
depending upon the route chosen. The crossing of the West Branch Little Calumet will likely be
at the site of the existing abandoned bridge. and a crossing of the Calumet River/Cal Sag
Channel would be in the vicinity of the existing Indiana Harbor Belt (IHB) Railroad bridge in
Burnham. The IHB route bisects Beaubien Woods Forest Preserve in [llinois, which contains
numerous wetlands, including adjacent to the existing single railroad track: in Bumham, the IHB
is also adjacent to wetlands, plus the Burnham Prairie Nature Preserve. Since entirely new tracks
will be required in the downtown Hammond area to connect the old Monon right-of-way with the
existing SSL tracks north of the West Branch Grand Calumet River, it is currently unknown
where there may be a new crossing of the West Branch Grand Calumet.

The existing bridge over the West Branch Little Calumet River includes several piers within the
river channel which are known to collect debris and contribute to flooding problems during high
water events. Therefore, the DEIS needs to evaluate the impacts of leaving this bridge in place to
serve the commuter line versus removing it and replacing it at the same site with a clear span
bridge with no in-channel piers.

The FWS will request mitigation for wetland losses; the mitigation ratio for the loss of forested
wetland is 4:1, with 2: or 3:1 for emergent and scrub-shrub wetlands. The U.S. Ammy Corps of
Engineers, Chicago District, will have to determine whether or not a Section 404 permit would
be required for the filling of wetlands due to the rail project. However, the Federal Transit
Administration has an obligation to minimize the destruction, loss, or degradation of wetlands
pursuant to Executive Order 11990, as amended by Executive Order 12608, concerning
protection of wetlands, regardless of the need for a wetland fill permit.

Of particular concern to the FWS is the possibility of a new crossing of the West Branch Grand
Calumet River in Hammond. The FWS, in conjunction with the other Natural Resources
Trustees (Indiana Departments of Natural Resources and Environmental Management) has been
working with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to remediate the severely
polluted sediments within both the West and East Branches of the Grand Calumet River in
Indiana utilizing Great Lakes Legacy Act and the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding.
This multi-vear project has been proceeding along various distinct segments of the river, with the
westernmost portion, Reaches 6 and 7 between Hohman Avenue and the State Line, being the
last segment to be remediated within the West Branch Grand Calumet; permits have been
received and work will begin shortly. The work involves dredging of some of the contaminated

" sediments and capping of the remaining sediments with a geosynthetic grid. organoclay, and/or
granulated activiated carbon a minimum of 2 feet deep. topped with several fect of clean sand.
Because of the dredging and capping, the Trustees are opposed 10 any construction activities that
could compromise the integrity of the cap. including the placement of piers and abutments for a
new railroad bridge. If it is determined by the FTA that a new bridge will be necessary to cross
the West Branch Grand Calumet within Hammond, this bridge must be a clear span, with no
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piers or abutments within the river channel. We are not aware of similar constraints to the
construction of a new bridge over the niver in lllinois, because to our knowledge the State of
lllinois has not proposed to dredge and cap the river in that state.

Executive Order 13186, issued on January 10, 2001, directs each Federal agency taking actions
having or likely to have a negative impact on migratory bird populations to work with the FWS
to develop an agreement to conserve those birds under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).
In addition to avoiding or minimizing impacts to migratory bird populations, agencies will be
expected to take reasonable steps that include restoring and enhancing habitat and incorporating
migratory bird conservation into agency planning processes whenever possible. Therefore, the
DEIS you are preparing will need to address this issue. Included in the migratory bird issue is the
presence of bald eagles nesting/attempiing to nest within wetland and woodland habitats in the
Grand Calumet/Cal-Sag Channel/lLake Calumet area in Illinois during the past 4-5 years. An
adult eagle pair has attempted to nest at several locations in this area, but we do not have
information about the success of the most recent nesting attempt, although the first several
attempis were not successful. Bald eagles are protected by the MBTA and also by the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act; please refer to the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines
available on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Website.

As discussed in the Federal Transit Administration’s October 1, 2014 letter to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, our agency agrees to be a Participating Agency during the EIS process. Staff at
our Northern Indiana SubofTice is available to attend the interagency meetings and/or field
reviews and to provide early coordination comments on the proposal. Please address
correspondence to Mrs. Elizabeth McCloskey, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Northemn Indiana
Suboffice, P.O. Box 2616, Chesterton, Indiana 46304, phone (219) 983-9753,
elizabeth_mccloskev@fws gov.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

Lake County, Indiana is within the range of the Federally endangered Indiana bat (Mvotis
sodalis) and Karner blue butterfly (Lycacides melissa samuelis), the proposed endangered
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), and the threatened Pitcher’s thistle (Cirsium
pitcheri) and Mead's milkweed (Asclepias meadii). Cook County, lllinois is within the range of
the Federally endangered piping plover (Charadrius melodus), Hine’s emerald dragonfly
(Somatochlora hineana), and leafy-prairie clover (Dalea foliosa), the proposed endangered
northern long-eared bat, the threatened prairic bush clover (Lespedeza leptostachva), eastern
prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera leucophaea). and Mead’s milkweed, and the candidate castem
massasauga rattlesnake (Sistrurus catenatus) and rattlesnake-master borer moth (Papaipema
ervngii). Also in Cook County there is designated Critical Habitat for the Hine's emerald

dragonflv.
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None of the Lake County listed species are known within the West Lake Corridor Project Study
Area. Most of the Cook County listed species are also not known within the Comidor, including
the Hine’s emerald dragonfly and its Critical Habitat. However, we do not know the status of
some of the species within the Forest Preserves, Nature Preserves, and other protected habitats
within the Corridor.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input during this environmental scoping process. I vou
have any questions about our comments, please contact Elizabeth McCloskey at (219) 983.9753
or glizabeth_mecloskeviafws.gov.

Sincerely vours,

LJ_ L ."'--"-'-’é‘ _'
& .-'_{c. ;',:4‘ {.4’." {"/::(:. h/:"’}i A ""{:":
s/ ScottE. Pruit
¥ Ay gv i I -
i Jre?lﬁ;/-z’: Supervisor

cc: Regional Director, FWS, Ft. Snelling, MN (HC/EC/NWI) (ER 14/0622)
USDI. Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance, Washington, DC. (PEP/NRM)
Shawn Cirton, USFWS, Chicago Field Office, Barrington, IL
Carl Wodrich, IDNR, Land Acquisition, Indianapolis, IN
Lori White, IDNR, Regional Environmental Biologist, West Lafayette, IN
Christie Stanifer, IDNR, Environmental Coordinator. Indianapolis, [N
Marty Maupin, IDEM, Office of Water Quality, Indianapolis, IN
Paul Leffler. USACE, Regulatory Branch, Chicago, IL
Kenneth Westlake, USEPA, NEPA Implementation Section, Chicago, IL
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m Northwestern Indiana
Regional Planning Commission
o R R T B G = L T v ] R L e

RESOLUTION 14-32

A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING
COMMISSION IN SUPPORT OF INCREASED INVESTMENT IN COMMUTER RAIL
CONNECTING CHICAGO TO NORTHWEST INDIANA AND THE EXPANSION OF THE
WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

WHEREAS, the citizens of Indiana require a safe, efficient and effective transportation
system that maintains and enhances mobility and contributes to improving the quality of life;
and

WHEREAS, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission, hereafter referred to
as “The Commission”, being designated the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Lake,
Porter and LaPorte County region, has established a region-wide, cooperative,
comprehensive and continuing planning process to develop the unified planning work
program, long-range transportation plan and transportation improvement program; and

WHEREAS, The Commission enacts the plans and programs to facilitate federal, state and
local funding for surface transportation improvements carried out by the Indiana Department
of Transportation, the region’s communities, counties and transit operators, and provides
technical assistance and expertise to regional transportation interests; and

WHEREAS, The Commission as a regional policy body and as staff is strongly committed to
the successful implementation of a commuter rail project in Northwest Indiana, one of the key
economic development and quality of life initiatives for the region, one which will drive the
future of the region; and

WHEREAS, The Commission sees itself as a partner with NICTD; and

WHEREAS, access to a world-class economy is economically beneficial to the State of
Indiana;

WHEREAS, more than 50,000 residents of Lake and Porter Counties commute to [llinois for
employment annually;

WHEREAS, access to Chicago doubles the job base of Lake & Porter counties to 513,000
vs. 244,600;

WHEREAS, the average annual household income of $82,000 for a South Shore commuter
equates to approximately $369 million;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission hereby endorses increased
investment in commuter rail connecting the Chicago market to northwest Indiana in general.
The Commission also specifically endorses any opportunity for the development of the West
Lake Corridor expansion.

Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission on this 16th day

of October, 2014. X’—L
%e’decor \

Chairperson

ATTEST:
Roosevelt Allen, Jr. 7
Secretary
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

DNR #: ER-17897 Request Recelved: Oclober 6, 2014

Requestor: US Department of Transportation
Mark Assam

Federal Transit Administration
200 Wiast Adams Streel, Suite 320
Chicago, IL 60606-5253

Project: West Lake Corridor Project, Lake Co., IN and Cook Co., IL EIS: new track
improvements, four (4) new stations, and a maintenance facility along a 9 mile southem
extension along the Northern Indiana Commuter Transporiation District (NICTD)
existing South Shore Line (S5L) between Dyer and Hammond, IN

County/Site info: Lake

The Indiana Departiment of Nalural Resources has reviewed the above referenced
project per your request. Our agency offers the following comments for your
information and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1868,

If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations
contained in this lelter may become requirements of any permit issued. If we do nol
have parmitting authority, all recommendations are voluntary.

Regulatory Assessment:  This proposal may require the formal approval of our agency pursuant to the Flood
Control Act (IC 14-28-1) for any proposal o construct, excavate, or fill in or on the
floodway of & stream or cther flowing waterbody which has a drainage area greater than
one square mile, or the Lake Preservation Act (IC 14-26-2} for any construction that will
take place at or lakeward of the legal shoraline of a public freshwater lake. Pleass
submit more detailed plans to the Division of Water's Technical Services Sedlion if you
are unsure whether or not a permil will be required.

Natural Heritage Database: The Matural Heritage Program's data have been checked.
This project does not impact any DNR owned nature preserves. Also, nd plant or
animal species lsted as state or federally threatened, endangered, or rare have basn
reported to occur within the proposed comidor. However, a historical record of the
northerm lecpard frog (Lithobates pipiens), a state species of special concern, and a
wet-mesic sand prairie "between EJE Raliroad and Conrail Radroad tracks" near Dyer
about 0.4 mile east of project, have been documented with 172 mile of the proposed
cofridor.

This review is based on the current proposed alignment, Once stations and
mazintenance sites are determined, or if the proposed alignment Is changed, further
review and comments may be needed,

Fish & Wildlife Comments: YVe do nol foresee ary impacts to the Northern leopard frog as a resuii of this project

Avoid and minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources to the greatest
exient possible, and compensate for impacis. The following are recommendations that
address potential impacts identified in the propesed project area;

1) Stream Crossings:

Utilizing existing structures will produce fewer impacts to streams, wetllands, and
sumounding habitats. If the rehabilitation of an existing structure is not feasible,
consider the following:

‘ﬁ’msmmonmnnn Page D-25 March 2015
|



NICD

Scoping Summary Report

| THIS IS NOT A PERMIT |

State of Indiana
- DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early Coordination/fEnvironmental Assessment

'Using a three span structure withoul piers within the Lillie Calumet River could provide
benefits to the river by removing the existing sfructure and piers and allowing the river
to flow unobstructed.  Lbcating a new structure within the footprint of the existing
structure and minimizing impacts to surrounding habitat will sid to further minimize
impacts to the river, wetlands, and surrounding habitat.

For purpeses of maintaining fish passage through a crossing structure, the
Environmental Unit-recommends bridges rather than culveris and bottomless culverts
rather than box or pipe culverts. Wide culverts are better than narrow culverts, and
culveris with shorter through lengths are better than culverts with longer through
lengths, If box-or pipe culverts are used, the boltoms should be buried a minimum of 6"
{or 20% of the culvert. height/pipe diameter, whichever is greater up to a maximum of 2')
below the stream bed slevation to allow a natural streambed to form within or under the
crossing structure. Crossings should: span the entire channe! width {& minimum of 1.2
times the bankful width); maintain the natural stream substrate within the struciure;
have & minimum openness ratio {height x width / length) of 0.25; and have stream depth
and water velocities during low-flow conditions that are approximate to those in the
-znatural stream channel,

21 Bank Stabilization:

Establishing vegetation along the banks is critical for stabilization and erosion control.
In addition to vegetation, some other form of bank stabilization may be needed. While
hard armoring alone (e.g. riprap or glacial stone)} may be needed in certain instances,
~soft armoring and bicengineering technigues should be considered first. In many
instances, one or more methods are necessary to increase the likelihood of vegetation
establishment. Combining vegetation with most bank stabilization methods can provide
additional bank profecton while not compromising the benefits to fish and wildlife.
Information about bicengineering techniques can be found at
<hittp:lwww in gevilegisiative/iac/20120404-IR-3121201 54NRA xmlpdfl. Also, the
following'is 8 USDA/NRCS document that outlines many different bisengineering
technigues-for streambank stabilization: hitp:/idirectives. sc.egov.usda.gov/ 17553 . wha,

The new, replacement, or rehabbed structure, and any bank stabllization under or
around the struclure, should not create conditions that are less faverable for wildlife
passage under the structure compared (o the current conditions. A level area of natural
ground under the struciure is ideal for wildlife passage. Ifhard armoring is needed, we
recommend a smooth-surfaced malerial such as articulated concrete mats (or riprap at
the toe and turf reinforcement mats above thea riprap toe protection) be placed on the
side-slopes instead of riprap. Such materials will not impair wildlife movemant along the
banks under the bridge.

Riprap must not be placed in the active thalweg channel or placed in the streambad in a
manner that preciudes fish or aguatic organism passage (riprap must not be placed
above the existing streambed elevation). Riprap may be used only at the toe of the
sideslopes up tothe ordinary high water mark (OHWM). The banks above the OHWM
must be restored, stabilized, and revegetated using geotextiles and a mixture of
‘grasses, sedges, wildfiowers, shiubs, and trees native to Northern Indiana and
mnally for stream hanwﬂmdway stabilization purposes as soon as possible upon
etion.

3y Riparian’ Hahﬂat

‘W recommend .a-mitigation plan be developed (and submitted with the permit

appilication, if required) If habitat impacts will occur. The DNR's Floodway Habitat
+ Mitigation guidelines (and plan lists) can be found onfine at

htip:Hwewin govilegistative/iac/20140806-1R-312140285NRAxmi.pdf.
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

Impacts to non-wetiand forest over one (1) acre should be mitigated at & minimum 2:1
ratio. If less than one acre of non-wefland forest is removed in a rural setting,
replacement should be at a 1:1 ratic based on area. Impacts to non-wetland forest
under one (1) acre In an urban setting should be mitigated by planting five irees, at least
2 inches in diameter-at-breast heighl {dbh), for each tree which is removed thal is 10
dbh or greater (5:1 mitigation based on the number of large trees).

Remediation efforts along the west and east branches of the Grand Calumat River
under the Greal Lakes Legacy Act and Great Lakes Restoration Initiative have been
an-going, and the last segment of remediation work along the Grand Calumet River
from Hohman Avenue o the stste line will begin soon. Any work proposed within the
Grand Calumel River floodway for this project should avoid impacts to any mitigation
planting areas from the remedistion project.

4} Wellands:

A formal wetland delineation should be conducted in order to delermine the presence of
and extent of any wefland habitat within the project corridor, Impacts should be avoided
and minimized to the greatest axtent possible.

Due 1o the presence or potential presence of wetlands on site, we recommend
contacling and coordinafing with the Indiana Department of Environmental Management
(IDEM) 401 program and also the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 404 program.
Impacts to wetlands should be mitigated at the appropriate ratio (see guidelines above)

5) Exposed Soils:

All exposed soll areas must be stabllized with temporary or permanent vegetation by
Movember 1. Between November 1 and April 1, 2l exposed soils idle for longer than 7
days must be stabilized with erosion control blankets or with a bonded fiber matrix
hydro-mulch. Sites must be pretected from seasonal fliooding by keeping traffic areas
coversd with stone and soll stockpiies seaded, stable and contained with siit fendng.

The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimiza, or
compensale for impacts to fish, wildiife, and botanical resources:

1. Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas with & mixiure of grasses (exciuding all
varieties of tall fescue), legumes, and native shrub and hardwood tres species as soon
as possible upon completion.

2. Minimize and contain within the project limits inchannel disturbance and the clearing
of trees and brush.

3. Do not work in the waterway from April 1 through June 30 without the prior written
approval of the Division of Fish and Wildiife.

4. Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana bal roosting (greater than 3 inches dbh,
living or dead, with loose hanging bark) from April 1 through Seplember 30

5. Do not excavate in the low flow area except for the placement of piers, foundations,
and riprap, or removal of the old structure,

6. Do not construct any temporary runarounds, causeways, or cofferdams.

7. Use minimum average G inch graded riprap stone extended below the normal water
|evel to provide habitat for agualic organisms in the voids.

8. Do not use broken concrele as riprap

8. Minimize the movement of resuspended boltom sediment from lthe immediate project
area.

10. Do not deposit or allow demolition materials or dabris to fall or olherwise enter the
watarway.

11. Appropriately designed measures for contralling erosion and sadiment must be
implerrented to prevent sediment from entering the stream or leaving the construction
site; maintain these measures until construction is complete and all disturbed areas are
stabilized.

12. Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes that are 3:1 or steeper with
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment
erosion control blankets (follow manufacturer's recommendabions for selachion and
instaliation), seed and apply mulch on all other disturbed areas.

Contact StafT: Christie L. Stanifer, Environ. Coordinator, Fish & Wildlife
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service. Please contact the above
staff member at (317) 232-4080 if we can be of further assistance.

e~ [
/ fi%{ .Sfﬁ-h.af/_f; Date: November 7, 2014
. F

Christie L. Stanifer
Environ. Coordinator
Divislon of Fish and Wildlife
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United States Department of the Interior

Mational Park Service

Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, Nebraska 68102-4226

NOV 19 20H
1.D(MWR-PCL/PC)

Mr. Mark Assam

Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Transit Administration, Region 5
200 W, Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, Illinois 60606

Dear Mr. Assam:

As requested by the Department of the Interior (Department), the Midwest Regional Office of
the Mational Park Service (NPS) has reviewed Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), for the
West Lake Corridor Projeet in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois. The NPS offers
the following comments and recommendations for your consideration:

There are 21 Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) projects sponsored by various entities
within Lake County, Indiana, that may be within or close to the proposed West Lake study area.
Each of these sites is encumbered by the LWCF Act (Public Law 88-578, as amended) and
specifically Section 6(f)(3) of the Act which states; "No property acquired or developed with
assistance under this section shall without the approval of the Secretary (of the Interior), be
converted to other than public outdoor recreation uses. The Secretary shall approve such
conversion only if he finds it to be in accord with the then existing comprehensive statewide
outdoor recreation plan and only upon such conditions as he deems necessary to assure the
substitution of other recreation properties of at least equal fair market value and of reasonably
equivalent usefulness and location.”

We therefore recommend officials preparing the West Lake document contact Robert Bronson
with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources for additional consultation in determining the
exact location for each of these assisted sites. Mr. Bronson is the administrator for the LWCF
program in Indiana and can be contacted at the locations below:

Mr. Robert Bronson

Division of Quidoor Recreation

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
402 West Washington Street, W271
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
317-232-4075

bbronson{@dnr.in.gov

TAKE PRIDE" +
INAMERICA
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The LWCF projects are:

18-00003, Edward C. Dowling Park 18-00059, Wadsworth Park

18-00063, Ellendale Park 18-00071, Wadsworth Park

18-00087, Sheppard Park 18-00137, Northgate Park

18-00150, Meadows Park Acguisition 18-00189, Dowling Park Tennis Court Lighting
18-00194, Maywood Park Annex 18-00193, Harrison Park Tennis Couri Lighting
18-00199, Ridgeway Park 18-00206, Meadows Park Development
18-00226, Hoosier Prairie Acquisition 18-00231, Pheasant Hills Park

1800234, Bluebird Park 18-00302, Munster Community Park
18-0036911, Harrison Park Renovation 18-00413, State Park & Preserve Improvements
18-00417, Centennial Plaza and Trail 18-00523, Cenlennial Park Phase 11

18-00586, Teibel Nature Park

The Department has a continuing interest in working with the Federal Railroad Administration to
ensure impacts to resources of concem to the Department and the NPS are adequately addressed.
For questions or additional information regarding these sites, please contact Bob Anderson,
Chief, Recreation Grants Division, Midwest Region, National Park Service, 601 Riverfront

Drive, Omaha, Nebraska, telephone 402-661-1540, email Bob L Anderson(@nps.gov.
We appreciate the opportunily to provide these comments.

Sincerely,

“}%m%ﬂ«f

Patricia 5. Trap
Acting Regional Director, Midwest Region

bee:

NPS-EQD-Denver
NPS-MWR-PC (Chevance)
NPS-MWR-Grants (Anderson)
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From: Dustin Anderson [mailto:danderson@munster.org]

Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:33 PM

To: Assam, Mark (FTA)

Subject: West Lake Corridor Project - Environmental Review Process

Mark,
It was a pleasure speaking to you this afternoon.
As | mentioned, the invitation letter came to me later than intended.

While I did miss the initial project scoping conversation, | would very much like Munster to be included as a Participating
Agency in the EIS Project.

Thank you very much,

Dustin Anderson

Town of Munster Indiana
0: 219 B36 6905
C:219712 8732
wyww.munster.org
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF COOK COUNTY

118 NORTH CLARK STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602
(312) 603-6400
TDD (312) 603-525%5

TONI PRECKWINKLE
PRESIDENT

October 24, 2014

Marisol R. Simén

Regional Administrator

U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Transit Administration
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, 1L 60605-5253

Dear Ms. Simén:

[ am in receipt of your letter dated October 1, 2014 inviting Cook County to participate in the
Environmental Review Process for the West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana. Cook County
appreciates being asked to serve as a participating agency in the EIS process for this project and accepts
your invitation. The County will be represented by John Yonan, Superintendent, Department of
Transportation and Highways, and by Maria Choca Urban, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, Bureau
of Administration. Contact information for both John and Maria is as follows:

John Yonan Maria Choca Urban

Superintendent Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
Department of Transportation and Highways ~ Bureau of Administration

69 W. Washington Street, Suite 2300 69 W. Washington Street, Suite 2300
Chicago, IL 60602 Chicago, IL 60602

312-603-1601 312-603-1652
John.Yonan@@cookcountyil.gov Maria.ChocaUrban(@cookcountyil.gov

Send meeting materials for the Agency Scoping Meeting on October 28" to John and Marfa.

Sincerely,

9)""’\4 O\(//CJZU e~ e

Toni Preckwinkle
President, Cook County Board of Commissioners

e Mark Assam, FTA Region V
Reginald Arkell, FTA Region V
John Parson, NICTD Director of Marketing and Planning,
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager

T”msmuseonmnnn Page D-32 March 2015

(



Scoping Summary Report

*‘n %, UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
F % REGION 5
'-‘:t_w B 77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
i CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590
NOV 2 6 2014
i i BT ACE
E-19]

Marisol R. Simon

Regional Administrator

Federal Transit Administration
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, lllinois 60606

John Parsons

Project Manager

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
33 East U.S. Highway 12

Chesterton, Indiana 46304

Re:  Scoping Comments — Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Notice of Intent (NOI) to
Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (E1S) for the West Lake Comidor Project in
Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois.

Dear Ms. Simon and Mr. Parsons:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) reviewed the Federal Transit
Administmation’s (FTA) September 30, 2014, Federal Register Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement (ELS) in cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD) for the West Lake Corridor Project (Project). EPA also
reviewed NICTD’s West Lake Corridor Project Seoping Booklet (dated October 2014) (Scoping
Booklet). EPA accepted participating agency status in FTA"s environmental review process for
the Project (per October 27, 2014 5:09 PM email from V. Laszewski, FPA to M. Assam. FTA).
In accordance with EPA’s responsibilities under Section 102(2)C) of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act (CAA), we are
providing scoping comments regarding issues that we believe should be considered during the
preparation of the EIS for this transit project.

The NOI and Scoping Booklet identify that the purpose of the Project is 1o expand NICTD's
transit service coverage in high-growth areas of Lake County, Indiana in order to improve
mobility and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development
opportunities for Lake County. Alternatives to be considered in the DEIS include a No-build
alternative and a Commuter Rail alternative. The Commuter Rail alternative has several
alignment design options for route alignments, station locations, maintenance facility sites, and
vehicle mode (i.e., electric heavy rail, diesel heavy rail, and combined electric/diesel rail).

Recyclad/Recyclabila o Prirkad wif Vigeable O Baasd oka on 100% Recyeled Paped |50 Postcans. mer
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Sediment remediation

In an effort to clean up the most polluted areas in the Great Lakes, the United States and Canada
committed to working with State and Provincial governments 1o develop Remedial Action Plans
for designated Areas of Concern (AOC) in the Great Lakes Basin. The northern portion of the
Project study area in Indiana is located within a designated AOC. This portion of the study area
includes the West Branch Grand Calumet River. On-going remediation efforts by EPA and the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) to address polluted sediments in the West
Branch Grand Calumet River in Indiana have been and continue to take place up to the
Indiana/lllinois state line. Remediation work involves dredging of some of the polluted
sediments and capping the remaining sediments. EPA and IDNR are particularly concerned that
the integrity of the cap is maintained and that remediation efforts are not disturbed and'or
disrupted.

The DEIS will need to address these concerns. The West Lake Corridor Project should be
located, designed, constructed and operated to avoid impacts to past, present and future
remediation efforts on the West Branch of the Grand Calumet River. If a new bridge crossing is
necessary in this area, then we recommend the bridge be designed 1o span the river without piers
or abutments placed in the river channel that would compromise the integrity of the cap. For
additional information. contact Diana Mally, EPA Great Lakes National Program Office at

312/886-7275 or mallv.diana@epa.gov.

Ar quality

[ake County, Indiana and Cook County, [llinois are designated non-attainment for the 2008 8-
hour ozone standard. EPA plans to propose a revised ozone standard December 1, 2014 and
finalize October 2015. For information regarding the ozone standard, you may contact Edward
Doty of our Air and Radiation Division at 312/886-6057 or at dotv.edward@epa gov.

Other issues

EPA concurs with the 21 general categories of environmental resources and potential impacts
identified in the Scoping Booklet (page 5) and NOI (V. Probable Effects/Potential Impacts for
Analysis) for proposad detailed examination in the EIS. The enclosure to this letter provides
additional comments for FTA and NICTD consideration while preparing the DEIS. Our
comments, in part, regard identification and assessment of alternatives/aliemative options, and
subjects to be evaluated. including transit-dependent populations, populations with
environmental justice concerns, air quality, water resources, vegetation and wildlife habitat,
induced development, and mitigation. We also recommend the project proponents consider
incorporating green building strategies into the West Lake Corridor Project. By adopting green
building strategies, the project proponents can maximize economic and environmental
performance. Green building methods can be integrated into buildings (e.g.. transit stations) at
any stage, from design and construction, to renovation and deconstruction.

EPA understands that the FTA environmental review will culminate in a combined Final EIS
(FEIS)Record of Decision (ROD). We recommend FTA convene a meeting of the participating
resources agencics to present and discuss FTA’s proposed draft written responses to DEIS
comments prior to FTA issuing an FEIS/ROD. This will provide the resources agencies an
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opportunity to react to the proposed responses to the agencies’ DEIS comments and for
resolution of these issues to be pursued prior to release of the FEIS/ROD.

Virginia Laszewski, of my staff, is EPA’s lead NEPA reviewer for this project. She may be
reached by calling 312/886-7501 or by email at laszewski.virginia@epa.gov. As a participating
agency, FPA will attend project meetings/conference calls and review project materials as staff
time and resources allow. EPA requests at Jeast a two-week advance notice prior to our receipt
of project materials for review and prior to project meetings/conference calls.

Sincerely,

Kenneth A. Westake
Chief, NEPA lmplementation Section
(Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance

Enclosure: EPA Scoping Comments - FTA West Lake Coridor Project EIS

Ce:  Seott Pruitt, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bloomington Field Office (ES).

620 South Walker Street, Bloomington, Indiana 47403-2121

Elizabeth McCloskey, ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service, Northern Indiana Suboffice,
P.O. Box 2616. Chesterton. Indiana 46304

Shawn Cirton, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chicago Ecological Field Office,
1250 South Grove Avenue, Suite 103, Bamngion, ilhinms 60010

Paul Leffler, U.S. Amy Corps of Engincers, Regulatory Branch, 231 South LaSalle
Street, Suite 1500, Chicago, lllinois 60604

Carl Wodrich, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Land Acquisition, 402 W.
Washington, Rm W261, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Chnstie Stanifer. Environmental Coordinator, Indiana Department of Natural Resources.
Division of Fish and Wildlife, 402 W. Washington Strect, Rm W273,
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2748

Marty Maupin, Indiana Depariment of Environmental Management, Office of Water
Quality, 100 N. Senate Avenue, MC 6542 IGCN 1255, Indianapolis, Indiana
46204-2251
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EPA Scoping Comments - Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Notice of Intent (NOI) to
Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (ELS) for the West Lake Corridor Project
Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, llineis.

Project Description: The NOI and the West Lake Corridor Project (Project) Scoping Booklet
{dated October 20014) describe the Project as an approximately 9-mile southern extension of the
Northem Indiana Commuter Transportation District’s (NICTD) existing South Shore Line (SSL)
between Dver and Hammond, Indiana. In addition. the Project would operate on about 15 miles
of existing SSL and Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the Millennium Station in downtown
Chicago. The Project would involve new track improvements along the existing CSX
Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flvover to the existing SSL in
Hammond. Four potential stations would be included at the Munster/Dver Main Street. Munster
Fisher/45™ Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would
also be needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Two alignment design options are also being
considered for the Project, including a possible extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern
end, and another along the Indiana Harbor Belt Kensington Branch through Calumet City,
Bumham and Chicago. INinois on the north end. To facilitate this Project. core capacity
improvements to the existmg MED line and Millennium Station may be required to
accommodate the Project.

The project overlaps the study area for the Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA) Chicago-
Detroit/Pontiac Passenger Rail Improvement Project, whose DEIS is currently available for
public comment. That project is evaluating multiple rail corridor alternatives between Downtown
Chicago and Porter, Indiana, in the heavily congested “South of the Lake™ arca.

Recommendation: In addition to the Project’s 9-miic extension with its associated
facilities and the two alignment design options, EPA recommends the DEIS evaluate and
identify the specific capacity improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium
Station that may be required for the Project. [mpacts associated with any needed
improvements and extensions should be disclosed and potential mitigation measures
identified in the DEIS. FTA and WICTD should coordinate closely with FRA and the
Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan Departments of Transportation to ensure that the West
Lake Cormridor Project and the Chicago-Detroit/Pontiac Passenger Rail Project are
integrated and do not conflict in infrastructure and operations.

Purpose and Need: According to the documents “[t]he Project would expand NICTD's service
coverage, improve mobility and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic
development opportunities for Lake County.” “Specifically the Project is intended to: 1) Serve
high-growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake County, Indiana, 2) Conveniently
connect more Northwest Indian residents to downtown Chicago jobs and major activity centers,
3) Establish a solid modal alternative between the two metropolitan regions other than driving. 4)
Lower commuting trave! times and costs, 5) Increase NICTD system ridership, 6) Promote
cconomic development opportunities, 7) Create local jobs in Northwest Indian, 8) Attract and
retain families and younger residents, and 9) Provide a valued transportation asset for us by all
northwest Indiana residents.”
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Recommendation: We recommend NICTD and FTA consider prioritizing the Project’s
goals based on substantiated need/s. Identify ohjectives for each goal and then identify
the evaluation measures that will be used to assess how well various alternatives/options
meet each goal’s objectivers.

For example, one of the goals of the Project is to: “Provide a valued transportation assel for use
by all Northwest Indiana Residents.” One of the objectives under this goal might be: “Help
address unmer transit needs of people who depend on trawsit " Evaluation measures to assess,
disclose and compare how well propesed station locations and alternative alignment options
specifically meet the transit needs of transit dependent populations might be: “The ease (humber
of times/day and amount of time I takes) for identified transit dependent populations fo get to
and from a porential transit station location via existing and'or proposed connecting bus service
rowde/s and'or pedestrian/bike routes.”

Recommendation: The DEIS should id;l:ﬂﬁfj" and discuss the specific needs of transit-
dependent populations in and near the transit corridor/s, and the region,

Alternatives: Alternatives to be considered in the DEIS include a No-build alternative and a
Commuter Rail alternative. The Commuter Rail alternative has several alignment and design
options in terms of route alignment, station locations, maintenance facility sites, and vehicle
mode (i.e.. electric heavy rail, diesel heavy rail, and combined electric/diesel rail).

Recommendation: The DEIS alternative route alignments should be assessed for their
potential to impact past, present and future ongoing remediation efforts of contaminated
sediments in the West Branch Grand Calumet River in Indiana. (Sec our detailed
comments regarding this issue later under “Water Resources™ and the cover letter to this
enclosure.)

Recommendation: We recommend the build altematives also include connecting
pedestrian/bikeway routes. -

Recommendation: To help enhance the environment for communities in the project
area, we recommend that brownfield sites in the corridor be identified and assessed for
their potential as transit station locations, park-and-ride lots, and/or other supporting
transit facilities.

Environmental Justice (EJ}: Communities with environmental justice concerns may constitute
one portion of the potential ridership along this corridor,

Recommendation: We recommend communities that may experience disproportionate
impacts or barriers to participation (“EJ communities™) be identified, including through
use of demographic mapping, in the region and along the proposed corridor. We
recommend considering the potential for disproportionate impacts at a local scale (census
block levels), especially in the denser urban areas related to the project. All potential and
applicable impacts to these communities, such as air quality, noise, health, fare pricing,
station locations, impacts 1o businesses, and related changes should be assessed in the
DEIS.

|
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Recommendation: We recommend the DEIS include specific information that
substantiates that representatives from affected communities and transit-dependent
populations have been actively involved in the development of NICTD’s 2011 West Lake
Corridor Study. The DEIS should document ongoing efforts to engage EJ communities
and transit-dependent populations through the remainder of the NEPA process.

Air Quality/National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)/Transportation Conformity/Air
Toxics: Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois are designated non-attainment for the
2008 8-hour ozone standard. EPA plans 1o propose a revised ozone standard December 1, 2014
and finalize October 2015. For information regarding the ozone standard you may contact
Fdward Doty of our Air and Radiation Division at 312/886-6057 or at doty.edward@epa.gov.

Recommendation: The DEIS should discuss local and regional air guality, the project’s
impacts on air quality and transportation conformity with the State Air Quality
Implementation Plan.

While a transit project may be anticipated to maintain or reduce emissions from private vehicles,
the system may add bus or train diesel exhauost and/or electric gensration emissions for trains.

Recommendation: We recommend the DEIS quantify these emissions, including
emissions of greenhouse gases, and identify possible measures to reduce these emissions.
Best management practices (BMPs) that will be followed to reduce emissions,
particularly of diesel-related air toxics during construction and operation, should be
identified. Such measures may include, but should not be limited to, strategies to reduce
diesel emissions, such as project construction contracts that reguire the use of equipment
with clean diesel engines and the use of clean diesel fuels, and limits on the length of
time equipment is allowed to idle when not in active use (EPA recommends idling not
exceed 5 minuies).

Climate Change/Green House Gases GHG)/Increased Frequency and Intensity of Precipitation
Events: Increased frequency and intensity of precipitation events can be anticipated due to
climate change.

Recommendation: We recommend the DEIS identify and discuss how such
precipitation events might impact the proposed project and its associated facilities during
construction and operation. We recommend that the DEIS identify and discuss any
anticipated effects of climate change on the project and possible adaplation measures.
For example, discuss any effects that predicted increases in the number and/or intensity
of precipitation events associated with climate change may have on sizing bridge spans,
culvert openings. and stormwater management measures in order to accommodate such
events and ensure project longevity, public health, and safety.

Water Resources: The wetlands, lakes, rivers and streams and their associated floodplains in the
project area could be directly and’or indirectly impacted by construction and'or operation of the
proposed transit project.

A portion of the project study area includes the West Branch Grand Calumet River, On-going
remediation efforts to address polluted sediments in the West Branch Grand Calumet River in
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Indiana have been and continue to take place up to the Indiana/lllinois state line. Remediation
work involves dredging of some of the polluted sediments and capping the remaining sediments.
Of particular concern is making sure that the integrity of the cap is maintained and remediation
efforts are not disrupted. The DEIS will need 1o address these concerns.

Recommendation: The Project should be located. designed. constructed and operated 10
avoid any impacts 1o past, present and future remediation efforts on the West Branch of
the Grand Calumet River. If a new bridge crossing is necessary, then the bridge should
be designed to span the river without piers or abutments in the river channel that would
compromise the integrity of the cap.

Recommendation: The DEIS should identify and assess floodplain impacts and
potential mitigation measures to avoid and reduce impacts.

We expect a Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 permit will be required from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (Corps) for proposed discharges of dredged or fill materials to Waters of the
United States. The Section 404 approval is contingent upon the project complying with the
Section 404(b) 1) guidelines under the CWA. These guidelines are summarized as follows:

® Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA) — There must be
no practicable alternative to the proposed discharge (impacts) which would have less
adverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem, so long as the alternative does not have other
significant adverse environmental consequences;

¢ No Violation of Other Laws — The proposed project must not cause or contribute to the
violation of state water quality standards or toxic cffluent standards, and must not
jeopardize the continued existence of federally-listed endangered or threatened species of
their critical habitat(s);

® No Significant Degradation — The project must not cause or contribute to significant
degradation of Waters of the United States; and

e Minimization and Mitigation of Adverse Impacts - The project must include
appropriate and practicable steps to avoid impacts to regulated Waters of the United
States; where impacts are unavoidable, demonstration of how impacts have been
minimized; and must provide compensatory mitigation to offset unavoidable, minimized
impacts to the aguatic ecosystem.

Recommendations:
* We recommend the DEIS identify the various water resources in the project
area, disclose their existing conditions, and quantify impacts associated with each

alternative,

¢ We recommend the water resources information and discussion in the DEIS
demonstrate that the rail nghts-of-way. potential park-and-ride lots, stations and
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other ancillary project facilities avoid wetland, lake and stream impacts, to the
extent feasible. Where water resources cannot be avoided, the DEIS should
discuss how impacts 1o water resources will be minimized.

= The rationale and justification for recommending or selecting one
component/option over others should be presented in the DEIS.

= We recommend that wetland delineations. and wetland and stream assessments
be included in the DEIS.

= We recommend the DEIS include draft wetland and stream mitigation plans, for
those impacts that cannot be avoided or minimized.

> We recommend the DEIS discuss how project alternatives will address
stormwater management in order 1o protect and, if feasible, enhance water
resources in the watershed. For information regarding stormwater management
and stormwater management best practices see EPA’s website:
hitp://www.epa.gov/greeningepa/stormwater/best_practices.htm.

Federal and State Listed Species: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in its scoping
ietter for this project, dated November 4, 2014, noted multiple species, including endangerad and
proposed-as-endangered species, as being located in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County,
[llinois. Additionally, many state-listed, threatened, endangered, and special concerns species
are found in these counties.

Recommendation: EPA recommends that FTANICTD continue to coordinate with
USFWS and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) to determine if any of
the proposed activities would or could detrimentally affect any Federally- or state-listed
species, species proposed for listing, or their critical habitat. The DEIS should include
the results to-date of the coordination with USFWS and IDNR regarding the proposals
potential to affect any Federally- or state-listed threatened or endangered species.
including the northern-long eared bat.

Vegetation and Wildlife Habitat: According 1o the above referenced USFWS letter, the project
corridor includes Forest Preserves, Nature Preserves and other protected habitats. These areas
contain, in part, wetlands, prairie and forests that provide valuable wildlife habitat. These areas
also protect water quality and quantity in their watersheds, and the soil and vegetation provide
carbon sinks to help ameliorate climate change.

Recommendation: Impacts to these resources should be avoided. The DEIS will need
to assess the various Project components for potential impacts to these resources. If
impacts cannot be avoided mitigation measures should be identified in coordination with
the USFWS and IDNR.

Noxious Weeds/Invasive Species: Noxious weeds/invasive species may occur within or near the
existing right-of-way (ROW). Early recognition and control of new infestations is essential to
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stopping the spread of infestation and avoiding future widespread use of herbicides, which could
correspondingly have more adverse impacts on biodiversity and nearby water quality.

Recommendations: We recommend the DEIS include a vegetative management plan
that addresses the identification and control of noxious weed/invasive species in and near
the project ROW and associated facilities during project construction and operation. The
plan should list the noxious weeds and exotic plants that occur in the resource area. In
cases where noxious weeds are a threat, EPA recommends the document detail a strategy
for prevention, early detection of invasion. and control procedures for each species.

Induced Development: The project is intended to serve and draw ridership, in part, from rapidly
developing areas in Lake County. Transit stations and associated transil park-and-nde lots may
induce and accelerate development such as convenience stores, gas stations, restaurants. Induced
development could have adverse impacts. For example. increases in impervious surfaces due to
induced development may have the potential to cause or increase flooding, and/or impact surface
and ground water quality. The project also has the potential 1o spur energy-efficient transit-
oriented development in the vicinity of its stations.

Recommendation: We recommend the project’s potential for causing
induced/accelerated development be assessed and disclosed in the DEIS. Impacts
associated with induce/accelerated development should be identified in the DEIS and
potential mitigation measures to avoid and reduce potential impacts identified. Of
particular concern are increases noise, vibration and air guality impacts for residents and
other sensitive receptors, and impacts to water resources and wildlife.

Sustainability and Greening: By adopting green building strategies, the project proponents can
maximize economic and environmental performance. Green building methods can be integrated
into buildings such at the transit stations at any stage, from design and construction, 1o
renovation and deconstruction. For additional information on green building, we recommend
vou visit pur website at www.epa gov/greenbuilding/.

Recommendation: We recommend project proponents consider using green building
strategies for this transit proposal.
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Section 106 Consultations

Michael R. Pence, Governor

D N R Cameron F. Clark, Director
Indiana Department of Natural Resourees

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology=402 W. Washington Street, W274 - Indianapolis, IN 46204-2739

Phone 317-232-1646eFax 317-232-0693 - dhpa@dnrIN.gov N Aoy

November 3, 2014

Marisol R. Simén

Regional Administrator

Federal Transit Administration, Region V
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, Illinois 60606-5253

Federal Agency: Federal Transit Administration (“FTA™)

Re: FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District, West
Lake Corridor Project (DHPA No. 16774)

Dear Ms. Simén:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 470f) and 36 C.F.R. Part 800, the
staff of the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer (“Indiana SHPO”) has reviewed your letter dated September 29, 2014,
and received on October 2, for the aforementioned project in Lake County, Indiana, and Cook County, Illinois.

Thank you for notifying us of the initiation of the Section 106 review process for this Federal undertaking.

We thank you, as well, for notifying us of the FTA’s authorization of the Northern Indiana Commuter Transpotation District
(“NICTD™) to undertake coordination activities with the Indiana SHPO.

In Section 106 reviews, we typically request the following, additional kinds of jnformation to facilitate the identification and
evaluation, under 36 C.E.R. §§ 800.3 and 800.4, of historic properties in the project area and in the broader area of potential

effects:

1) Provide a list of all proposed or invited consulting parties with the name and e-mail address or postal
address of the appropriate contact person.

2} Provide a more specific description of the project and its location.
« Include address, city, township, and county.
«  Detail any construction, demolition, and earthmoving activities.

3) Define the area of potential effects’ and provide a map or a good quality photocopy of a map containing
the following:

« The boundaries of the area of pctenﬁal effects and the precise location of the project area within
those boundaries clearly outlined in dark ink on a copy of the relevant portion of a town, city,
county, or U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle map.

« The names of nearby landmarks clearly labeled (e.g., major streets, roads, highways, railroads,
rivers, lakes).

! “Area of potential cffects™ means the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character
or use of historic properties, if any such properties exist. The area of potential effects is influenced by the scale and nature of an undertaking and may
be different for different kinds of effects caused by the undertaking (see 36 C.F.R § 800. 16[d]).

The DA mission; Protect, enhance, presefve and wisely use natural, www.DNR.IN.gov
cultural and recreational resources for the heneft of Indlana's citizens An Equa) Opportunity Employer
through professional leadership, managemeni and educafion.
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Marisol R. Simén
November 3, 2014
Page 2

4) Give the precise location of any buildings, structures, and objects within the area of potential effects
(e.g., addresses and a site map with properties keyed to it).

5) Give the known or approximate date of construction for buildings, structures, objects, and districts within
the area of potential effects.

6) Submit historical documentation for buildings, structures, objects, and districts within the area of
potential effects.

7) List all sources checked for your historical research of the area of potential effects.

8) Provide clear, recent photographs or good quality computer-generated images (not photocopies or aerial
photographs), keyed to a site plan, showing any buildings, structures, objects, or land that could be
affected in any way by the project. These photographs should be of the project arca and the defined area
of potential effect.

9) Describe the current and past land uses within the project area; in particular, state whether or not the
ground is known to have been disturbed by construction, excavation, grading, or filling, and, if so,
indicate the part or parts of the project area that have been disturbed and the nature of the disturbance;
agricultural tilling generally does not have a serious enough impact on archaeological sites to constitute a
disturbance of the ground for this purpose.

Although we realize that this project would be funded by FTA, rather than by the Federal Highway Administration or the
Indiana Department of Transportation (“INDOT”), we would commend to FTA’s and NICTD’s review INDOT’s Cultural
Resources Manual, which can be found at www.in.gov/indot/crn/. The Cultural Resources Manual provides specific guidance
on applying the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s 36 C.FR. Part 800 regulations to highway, bridge, and
transportation enhancement projects, which we think could be useful to FTA and NICTD in working through the Section 106
process for this Federal undertaking,

The 36 C.F.R. Part 800 regulations governing the Section 106 review process may be found at www.achp.gov.
If you have questions about archaeological issues, please contact Wade T. Tharp at (317) 232-1650 or wtharpl @dnr.IN.gov.
Questions about buildings or structures should be directed to John Carr at (317) 232-1949 or jearr@dnr.IN.gov. In all future

correspondence regarding the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District, West Lake Corridor Project, please refer to
DHPA No. 16774.

Very truly yours,

Mitchell K. Zoll
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

MKZ:WTT:JLC;jle

eme; Mark Assam, Federal Transit Administration, Region V
Reginald Arkell, Federal Transit Administration, Region V
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PROJECT CONSULTATION OPTIONS

Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
Project Name: West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois

Please check the appropriate response. Use the back of this form or additional sheets if you
wish to make comments:

B 8
There are no known There :a|re;%_:n;sﬂr}_;’/y
places of traditional places of manal Our crganization has
religious or cultural religious or cultural no interest associated
Project importance present or | importance present or with this proposed
within the vicinity of the | within the vicinity of the project and further
proposed project and proposed project and consultation is not
further consultation further consultation required.
P , is not requested. __.i!.mi. md' _ :
West Lake Corridor rE ! i m |
Project, Lake County,
_Indiana and lllincis

If you have chosen to continue consultation, please indicate the manner in which you wish to

do so:

Mall (address): ECBLK [5277 ) - o
Mumi Ok 13551537

Email: S @), viedTribe. (0

Phone: q(g -sio-55 3

Other (please describe)

{(NAME OF TRIBE) designated contact for this proposed Project:

Cyi 0

A5 35 o3l

NAME, TITLE (please Phone
%ﬂ&ﬁz-ﬁ_ﬂ‘wv 10)s ] 4
SIGNED U 'Date

Please return to: Mark Assam

Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Transit Administration, Region 5
200 W. Adams Street, Suite 320

Chicago, IL 60808
Or e-mail: mark assam@dot.gov
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SECTION 106

Consulting Parties Acceptance Form

West Lake Corridor Project

Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois

Yes, | TI-E , wish to be a consulting party under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor Project.
My demonstrated interest in historic properties as associated with this Project is
described as follows:

LMTALAML&LZM‘% LiLve rran al The tammon/
L.zfu.u_&hﬂu}/ as Wetl asThe Presidesl o The Haommond
Mﬁl{.ﬂ.f.— Soce Tu’e

Or,

No, | , do not wish to be a consulting party
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor
Project.

pae: /0 @M AotY

Name of . . = A
Organization: ~Lf _RALMDN a }'f_ﬁ?:’f fﬁﬁfﬁ }E££E7)/
Address: S {/ Slale _‘5?_; }%SM?'/?MAHTZA'_‘}V - 320
Email Address: 4&@2&_&11%_ _éf_j; W Vs

Phone Number: ALY~ ‘j 3= 52&()

Please retum to:

John Parsons

Director of Marketing and Planning

Northem Indiana Commuter Transporiation District
33 East U.S. Highway 12

Chesterton, IN 46304

john.parsons @ nictd.com

RECEIVED

OCT 14 200
N.I.C.T.D.
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SECTION 106

Consulting Parties Acceptance Form

West Lake Corridor Project

Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois

Yes, | ;’iu ee  WJ o J;C £ , wish to be a consulting party under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor Project.
My demonstrated interest in historic properties as associated with this Project is
described as follows:

Lake Conndy, Yestorae

Or;

No, I_ = , 40 not wish to be a consulting party
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor
Project.

Date: /gy I{ HFJ 1Y

Name of :
Organization: L_‘A;['L Q_\ Hist Sap
Address: Counsthaus 5. ,Cude 205 G Ri~T (K

LI
,, &
Email Address: (g, . ()5 e by SE ) gpatier. o, Aoy

Phone Number: L.19.442.291 %

Please retum to:

John Parsons

Director of Marketing and Planning

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
33 East U.S. Highway 12

Chesterton, IN 46304

john.parsons @ nictd.com
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SECTION 106 NIiGCTO
Consulting Parties Acceptance Form : I o -'J »
West Lake Corridor Project
Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois
Yes, | /’H ANy Zﬂ*:»r 27 , wish to be a consulting party under

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor Project.
My demonstrated interest in historic properties as associated with this Project is
described as follows:

J_OM'NH-_!_MLM' ]Zr Md:ﬂ#mﬁm s o ocfacs (avEe P
],,J\. Mr GEDFQ Jﬂl‘ff-:':’—fl /’H\.n fUrLM’;' 11N (’Cﬂm?rra‘ l d!ﬂﬂ&,
J_@_q::! MAZ L 1C e STeasNuee  Mo)- rEE'fL - .,cwg_,-,[, 9 OFon 1241 o~

m-’_ e ' ENT (.——lfr;'r (qf’:l.ﬁrl.qu [_Ff {2?‘[ﬂtﬁﬂhff"7 U:._i_’.?a
Gz Hs.gr},q-gb e P /';'cr-r\ft:f* MSA—NWLJ ,_4 - dﬂf—'j’

Or;

No, 1 , do not wish to be a consulting party
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservatlon “Act for the West Lake Corridor
Project.

Date: !DJ z;;;} [ L.j

Name of o
QOrganization: INDJ £ 4 LMDML(' "Nﬁr’E—'lL{-UUFI”T i Fo2 GCFEEI eE
Address: syl S LA»E(:- 2 [141-0 4, }N HeY03

Email Address: /79&3#&’ g { A fr:m L/f: Ao A’mﬁ’ /Z} /
{

Phone Number: ZH/‘?H’? Ll S F

Please return to:

John Parsons

Director of Marketing and Planning

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
33 East U.S. Highway 12

Chesterton, IN 46304

john.parsons @ nictd.com
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NICD

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS

e Meeting P se: Public Scoping Meeti
Tr WEST LAKE CORRIDOR °""9 "'"P° it g
‘ ‘ ’ Location: The Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Rd, Munster, IN 46321
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 Time: 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

SIGN-IN SHEET

Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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SIGN-IN SHEET
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NICD

The Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Rd, Munster, IN 46321

v WEST CORRIDOR Meeting Purpose:  Public Scoping Meeting
‘ ’ Location:

Tuesday, October 28, 2014

Time:
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6:20 PM to 8:30 PM
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EnvVIROMMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS
‘ Location: The Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Rd, Munster, IN 46321
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 Time: 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM
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Tr WEST LAKE CORRIDOR
NIC.‘..ED
Public Online Comments Received

1. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/15/2014 2:01 PM
guestions_comments: The proposed Dyer stop is amust! |livein St. John, and the 30-35 min route
up 41, to East Chicago, just isn't efficient.

St. John/Schererville/Dyer need a closer stop.

Thank you

Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 5 Months
realname: Jim

addressl: Rapp
address2:

city: Saint John

state: State

zip_code: 46373

phone:

email: imrappl2@yahoo.com

2. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/15/2014 4:17 PM

guestions_comments: Will the Monon Corridor portion be a quiet zone?

Homeowner: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of_time: 7 months

realname: David Terdich

addressl: 524 173RD STREET

address2:

city: Hammond

state: IN

zip_code: 46324

phone:

email: d_j_terdich@yahoo.com

3. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/16/2014 8:05 PM
questions_comments: | currently board at Hegewisch but our plans are to move into NWI in the next
few years. | work downtown and this expansion is long overdue!
Homeowner: yes
Business_Owner: yes
length_of time: 30+ years
realname: Mary Beth Swibes
addressl: 1166 Memorial Dr
address2:
city: Calumet City
state: IL
zip_code: 60409
phone: 708 860-8144
email: mbswibes@gmail.com
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4. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/20/2014 1:25 PM
guestions_comments: Where would the station be if there is one build in Dyer? Would it be next to
the Amtrak station? Is there a map showing the location of the proposed stations? Thank you.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of _time: 14 years
realname: David Zapata
addressl: 528 Sheffield Ave.
address2:
city: Dyer
state: IN
zip_code: 46311
phone: 219-865-0485
email: dzapatamen@hotmail.com

5. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/20/2014 7:35 PM
questions_comments: I'd just like to say that | think it is vey important to extend the proposed
expansion toward St. John/Crown Point area. As a Crown Point resident | know how extremely
congested the traffic is around Dyer. | can only imagine that getting worse with more people
trying to use a new commuter train. | frankly don't think it would be any quicker to get to the
proposed Dyer station than it would be to go to East Chicago. More choice needs to be available
for the Crown Point area...Dyer/Munster already have a reasonable commute to Hammond or one
of the Metra stations, whereas Crown Point residents are very limited with their options.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 1
realname: Stephanie Solverud
addressl: 902 Kendall Ct.
address2:
city: Crown Point
state: IN
zip_code: 46307
phone:
email: not provided

6. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/22/2014 3:48 PM
questions_comments: | am a resident in north Hammond and | live right alongside the south shore
tracks. | have been renting an apartment for 4 years now and heard about some sort of expansion
with the roads and tracks. What does this mean for myself and my family? Does this mean we are
going to have to move? | don't mind relocating but with the cost of moving and extra deposits for
a new home/apt plus nipsco, | have a bit of concern.
Renter: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Jennifer Barajas
addressl: 126 Gostlin st. apt 1R
address2:
city: Hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46327
phone:
email: mexicanbabe06@yahoo.com
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7. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 8:44 AM

guestions_comments: None provided

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of _time: 24 years

realname: Marilyn Stahr

addressl: 11728 Leonardo Dr

address2:

city: St. John

state: IN

zip_code: 46373

phone:

email: mfs6508@att.net

8. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com

Date Received: Wed 10/27/2014 10:07 AM
guestions_comments: | live along the Munster bike trail. | do not want a train in my backyard.
Please respond will information regarding the location of the tracks.

Thank you
Julie Bensinger
cannerj@yahoo.com

9. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 10:02 AM
questions_comments: Where is the project corridor? All of the maps | have viewed do not show what path
you will be using. | live along the Munster bike trail. | do not want the South Shore in my back yard.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
length_of _time: 1 year
realname: Julie Bensinger
addressl: 8552 Garfield Ave
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone: 219-776-7369
email: cannerj@yahoo.com

10. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 10:01 AM
questions_comments: | currently live in Highland but have a rental unit in Dyer. | believe this project
will make both of my homes more accessible to Chicago and open them up to a new market for
rental or sale. | currently have numerous friends that live in Chicago and visiting them will be
much more convenient for me, if there is a station in Munster or North Hammond.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of _time: 8 Years
realname: Thomas Kubon
addressl: 2919 Churchill Lane
address2:
city: Highland
state: IN
zip_code: 46322
phone: 773-350-6058
email: tpkubon@gmail.com
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11. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 11:58 AM

guestions_comments: None provided

Homeowner: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of _time: 30 years

realname: Robert Ochi

addressl: 43 Highland Street

address2:

city: Hammond

state: IN

zip_code: 46320

phone: 312-731-7072

email: robert@raigroup.net

12. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 1:03 PM
guestions_comments: As a life long resident of Lake County, | fully support the expansion of the
South Shore Rail System. If we want to expand our economy, help the environment and secure a
better future for tomorrow, this expansion is a must!
Homeowner: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 39 years
realname: Jeremy Miller
addressl: 10403 Nicklaus Street
address2:
city: Crown Point
state: IN
zip_code: 46307
phone:
email: jemiller1975@gmail.com

13. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:03 PM
guestions_comments: Extending the line to the Munster/Dyer area would be huge- more people
would look to come out ot our area and more people would look at these areas as viable places to
live and work bc of easy accessability to a major metro area-this would be huge for us! | very
much support this initiative.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 24 years
realname: Paru Venkat
addressl: 1132 Royal Dublin Lane
address2:
city: Dyer
state: IN
zip_code: 46311
phone:
email: paru8@comcast.net
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14. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:26 PM

guestions_comments: None provided

Renter: yes

Interested_Stakeholder: yes

length_of _time: 58 years

realname: Bruce L Woods

addressl: 112 W 71st Avenue

address2: Apt 7B

city: Merrillville

state: IN

zip_code: 46410

phone: 2197941259

email: bwoods mhs@yahoo.com

15. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:28 PM

guestions_comments: Any expansion of South Shore services is a positive to the communities of
NW Indiana. | live in Valparaiso and work in Chicago. | know of many professionals that would
entertain moving from the suburbs of Chicago to NW Indiana, bringing along with them great
salaries to spend on local goods and great income to be taxed if only there were expanded train
service. We need express lines and branches that go further South. Please support expanded

SOuth Shore services.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
length_of time: 9 years
realname: Michael Telesky
addressl: 2602 Pennington PI
address2:

city: Valparaiso

state: IN

zip_code: 46383

phone: 2196705298

email: mtelesky@comcast.net

16. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:28 PM

questions_comments: | am in favor of the extension and believe it will bring many benefits to NWI!

| believe it is one project that can better our area for years to come.

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
length_of time: 32 years
realname: Katie Hurey
addressl: 13147 James drive
address2: St john

city: IN

state: State

zip_code: 46373

phone:

email: Katiepellar@yahoo.com

|

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

Page D-15

March 2015



NICD

Scoping Summary Report

17. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:36 PM

guestions_comments: None provided

Homeowner: yes

Business_Owner: yes

Interested_Stakeholder: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of time: 13 years

realname: Michael Mcintyre

addressl: 1666 Cardinal Drive

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone: 219-682-7148

email: madmacsent@aol.com

18. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 6:28 PM
guestions_comments: I'm against the boondoggle train and am sadden that Pete just wants this as
his pet project and uses the portion of our 1.5% tax as an excuse to blow it and not look for better
projects that won't tie my grandchildren's wallets forever. Just the fact that he won't truthfully
answer the freight on the line question is a lie and what is corrupt about the County leaders and
this proposal. Time for a change!!! Commuter rail never makes money, it only loses it, mostly
from those that don't benefit from it. 1 work in Chicago and this train will do nothing for my
commute. I'd rather see Pete work on the tax reciprocation between IL and IN so my income tax
stays in IN and not IL.
Homeowner: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 53 yrs
realname: Mike ORourke
addressl: 8564 Wheeler PI
address2:
city: Crown Point
state: IN
zip_code: 46307
phone: 2192424212
email: naylormail@juno.com

19. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 7:05 PM
guestions_comments: This is a project that, alot of people feel, would run OVER budget, and costs
too much to begin with. Bad, BAD, BAD IDEA!!
Renter: yes
length_of _time: 37 years
realname: Jason Hawkins
addressl: 6221 Kennedy Ave
address2:
city: Hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46323
phone:
email: jdigz@outlook.com
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20. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 7:11 PM
questions_comments: PLEASE keep this project moving forward. Our communities absolutely need
the additional opportunities, income and positive growth the extension of this rail line will bring.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of _time: 35 years
realname: Jennifer Doffin
addressl: 12467 Washington St
address2:
city: Criwn Point
state: IN
zip_code: 46307
phone:
email: Jenim101@hotmail.com

21. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 7:55 PM

Homeowner: yes

length_of _time: 26 years
realname: Stephanie Keller
addressl: 920 Doe Path Lane
address2:

city: Crown Point

state: IN

zip_code: 46307

phone:

email: Stephkeller13@gmail.com

22. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 6:20 AM
guestions_comments: Bringing the train will allow for lake county to flourish more than it already is.
| speak with local business owners daily who beleive that if the train comes to Munster/dyer
cooridor that the employment outlook will strengthen and new opportunities for all residents will
come.
Homeowner: yes
Business_Owner: yes
Interested_Stakeholder: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Matthew Glaros
addressl: 447 Surrey Hill Lane
address2:
city: Valparaiso
state: IN
zip_code: 46385
phone:
email: matt.glaros@meyersglaros.com
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23. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 7:50 AM

questions_comments: Will provide public transportation for a needed workforce as the Northwest

indiana region continues to grow.

Interested_Stakeholder: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of _time:

realname: Anthony Ferracane

addressl: 907 Ridge Road

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone: 836-6705

email: tferracane@comhs.org

24. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 8:23 AM

questions_comments: | would like to know the detailed costs and what are the alternate routes that

are being considered.

Business_Owner: yes

Interested_Stakeholder: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of _time:

realname: Kenneth Stevenson

addressl: 526 Siebert Drive

address2:

city: Schererville

state: IN

zip_code: 46375

phone: 2195454623

email: usmajune77@aol.com

25. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 8:34 AM

guestions_comments: As someone interested in regional economic development, | believe the

extension is a positive step for NWI.

Homeowner: yes

Interested_Stakeholder: yes

length_of_time: Success By 6

realname: Pat Carlisle

addressl: 714 S. 18th St.

address2:

city: Chesterton

state: IN

zip_code: 46304

phone: 2193951994

email: pacarlisle@msn.com
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26. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 8:37 AM
guestions_comments: The residents of Northwest Indiana NEED to fully embrace what the
Southshore brings to them. We will never be all we can be, without utilizing ALL opportunities
available to us. Growth is necessary and the West Lake Corridor Project can expidite this process.
I would like to return to the area, from a bit South. | would be enticed to do so by this project.
Interested_Stakeholder: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Miriam Williams
addressl: 10315 Serenity Drive
address2:
city: Demotte
state: IN
zip_code: 46310
phone:

email: mkw@iun.edu

27. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 9:10 AM
questions_comments: | feel this project is needed for lake county. This will aleviate traffic through
the region, promote growth for our economy, and bring jobs to the region.
Homeowner: yes
length_of time: 16 YEARS
realname: Beverly Barbush
addressl: 9241 Franklin Dr
address2:
city: St John
state: IN
zip_code: 46373
phone:
email: bbarbush@nbcoatings.com

28. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 9:36 AM

guestions_comments: Make this happen faster than 2023.

Homeowner: yes

length_of time: 28 years

realname: Joel Cooper

addressl: 9213 Beech Ave

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone:

email: j.cooper@mcamhonpc.com
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29. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 10:59 AM
questions_comments: This will relieve a lot of traffic congestion off the north-south street corridors.
| commute to Dyer every day for work.
Interested_Stakeholder: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Fran Merrion
addressl: 5877 Warnke
address2:
city: michigan city
state: IN
zip_code: 46360
phone:
email: merrion7@gmail.com

30. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 10:59 AM
guestions_comments: | am unable to attend the October meeting but am a resident of Lansing,
commuting daily to Chicago. | would love to see a station servicing NW Indiana (in addition to
those currently in service). |just don't know that this project would be realized in my commuter
lifetime. In addition to my selfish desires for atrain line, | believe it would greatly advantage the
communities it would service.
Homeowner: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 61 yrs
realname: Maris Beswick
addressl: 3514 - 186th St
address2:
city: Lansing
state: IL
zip_code: 60438
phone: 708-895-4021
email: mbeswick@wwmlawyers.com

31. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 11:13 AM
guestions_comments: how will this benefit our town
Homeowner: yes
length_of time: 38 years
realname: david tretter
addressl: 2501 vermillion st
address2:
city: lake station
state: IN
zip_code: 46405
phone:
email: d582002@yahoo.com
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32. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 12:35 PM
questions_comments: | strongly support the South Shore extension. It will add to the quality of life
and promote economic development in Northwest Indiana.
Homeowner: yes
Interested_Stakeholder: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Walter Skiba
addressl: 1612 LaPorte Ave.
address2:
city: Whiting
state: IN
zip_code: 46394
phone:
email: wskiba@ccsj.edu

33. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 1:53 PM

questions_comments: None provided

Homeowner: yes

Business_Owner: yes

length_of _time:

realname: Ronald Harlow

addressl: 7523 Alexander ave

address2:

city: Hammond

state: IN

zip_code: 46323

phone: 2198050942

email: meetcha33@att.net

34. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 2:00 PM
questions_comments: | am against a train expansion. Its an age too old form of transportation.
Too much is needed in other areas to get behind this. Its a huge expense with no guarantee it will
help long term.
Homeowner: yes
Business_Owner: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Ronald Harlow
addressl: 7523 Alexander ave
address2:
city: Hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46323
phone: 2198050942
email: meetcha33@att.net
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35. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 4:41 PM
guestions_comments: The extension to the south is long needed. | would use it, as would others |
have spoken to, in not only going to Chicago but also to St. John. | do not often use the current
Hammond station due to the distance from my home. This would also provide residents who
work in Chicago a much quicker route. Currently either driving in or driving to thye East Chicago
station for residents of south Higland involves a long morning and evening drive.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 24 years
realname: Zora Ludwig
addressl: 921 174th Street
address2:
city: Hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46324
phone: 219-852-6208
email: zoravi@yahoo.com

36. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 4:42 PM

guestions_comments:

a. Per your 20 year Strategic Business Plan Summary, can you provide some additional details
to the estimated 1,984 jobs the West Lake Extension project and South Shore capital
improvement projects are projected to be added to the NWI economy? What percentage are
construction/project related? What percentage of the 1,984 jobs will be permanent jobs? And
of the permeant Jobs, what type of jobs are they projected to be? Service oriented,
Professional/white collar, Technology based, Communications?

b. Per your 20-year Strategic Business Plan Summary, Can you further define or expand on the
statement, “Efficiencies are projected to generate $2.5 billion in Economic output and $1.3 billion in
gross regional product.” What variables were used as a baseline for this assumed Market Study?

c. What agreements or Memorandums of Understanding are in place with METRA in regards to
infrastructure upgrades, track expansion and platform modifications at Millennium Station?

Are they part of the current Draft Environmental Impact Study. At what phase in the process
will this be confirmed?

d. With respect to the TOD, Where does NICTD see the best location of the proposed new
Stations to fully meet the expectations of a economically supporting TOD(Transit Oriented
Development). Does NICTD foresee the stations in Hammond, East Chicago or Gary as a
viable (TOD)

e. Has the previous studies demonstrated the need for express trains from Dyer to Millennium
Station? Is it Feasible or even realistic with the restriction of the METRA rail line?

f. Regarding the NICTD West Lake Corridor Study March 2011 report, of the estimated 5,600 people
riding the West Lake trains, how many of those are new riders and how many are existing rider that
are currently driving to the existing stations? How did you study derive at this 5,600 number.

g. What type of contingencies are in place in the current estimated cost for market changes,
environmental issues, escalation and site conditions

Homeowner: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

length_of _time: 14 years

realname: Robert Ochi

addressl: 43 Highland Street

city: Hammond

state: IN

zip_code: 46320

phone: 312.731.7072

email: robert@raigroup.net
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37. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 1:31 AM
guestions_comments: | have been a resident of NorthWest Indiana for over 50 years. | cannot
believe we are going to be forced to fund this train that will do nothing for our area. This is some
of the poorest neighborhoods in the state since the mills all but closed . We did have hope with
the casinos. between imposing such a high tax on the Casinos and not rebuilding our bridges and
streets no one wants to come to this area to gamble. | think its a shame we couldn't afford the
upkeep on our infrastructure after the casinos brought so much money to this area but now we
are supposed to pay millions for a train that pretty much bi-passes us. | think it should go to a
vote in November. we should at least all pay equal amounts. the way its broke down the people
who gain the most by this train project are paying the least. Gary shouldn't have had to put in
anything in my opinion. | think until you bring more jobs to Hammond, Gary, East chicago,
Merrillville we should not have to pay to increase revenue in the nicer areas. Before demanding
we pay millions a year for A train for the rich, help Gary get on its feet, work out a plan to tear
down all those empty buildings to make this entire area safer.consolidate Gary houses to one area
and demolish the rest. ...as for monies from the federal government if we come up with this
money, ..l read the report that stated we would have to do a lot of improvements before they
would agree to give us that money, one was build up our infrastructure. (lets send them a picture
of Cline ave. bridge.) it also stated their reported showed we did not have the people that would
ride the train, to pay for the train so we would be losing money. there was a list of 10 or so things
and it doesn't seem to us up here those have been addressed.So my suggestion would be PUT IT
ON THE BALLOT. see how many people want their money to go to a train. see if we want to pay
twice as much, or more, than the people who will benefit from this PLEASE. | personally believe
this will kill our area up here. We stand with Our Mayor Thomas McDermott ....Thank You.
Homeowner: yes
length_of time: 50 years
realname: Victoria Davidson
addressl: 7407 Montana
address2:
city: hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46323
phone:
email: nanavicky6@yahoo.com
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38. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 1:31 AM
questions_comments:| have lived in Munster, IN since | was 5 years old as our family moved from
the south suburbs (as many families did in the 90s). We moved because my parents wanted to
build anew home in an area with good schools, safety, low taxes, and more house for the money
compared to comparable south/southwest suburbs with the same distance from Chicago. The
South Shore line was not a factor. It was not very convenient to get to (as it could take anywhere
from 15 to 30 minutes to get to the train station) and not as reliable as Metra was. However,
towards the end of my fathers career, he began to use the south shore as he was transferred to a
downtown office and the main thing he wished was for the South Shore line to be extended south.
My parents believe that moving forward with the extension is a "no-brainer".

| hear people's complaints: "It will bring down property values", "it will bring in riff-raff", "it will
bankrupt us", "traffic would get worse"...however, | challenge people...Look at Naperville,
Hinsdale, Orland Park, Arlington Heights, Winnetka, Flossmoor, and countless other suburbs with
commuter rail access...these are all suburban locations that have benefitted from having train
access to downtown by their property values increasing, attracting highly educated and high-
wage residents who demand top schools, top amenities, and attracting and maintaining

successful transit-oriented development.

Another comment people say is that "we don't want to become like the places we moved
from"...most people who moved from lllinois to Indiana moved from places like South Holland,
Dolton, Calumet City, Lansing, Crete, Sauk Village, Chicago Heights...all places that did not have
train access to the city, did not have very good amenities or schools to begin with...and to be
honest, for most people, their move was due to racial change...we need to take an honest look to
see where we are headed. | see Munster as a place where people move to stay and enjoy a safe
locale while being close to Chicago for more action, as well as enjoying top-rated schools, and an
increasing amount of amenities that one would have to go into the West or Northwest Suburbs or
downtown Chicago to access. | am now at the stage of my life where I am looking to become a
homeowner and in addition to safety, strong school district, and higher-end amenities, one of the
items on my wish-list in closer access to the south shore. This is good for west Lake County...this
project will benefit all of Lake County...Ultimately, a line to St. John would be nice...Even aline
through Highland, Griffith, and Merrillville all the way to Valparaiso would be great...but we have to
start somewhere...and the West Lake Corridor Project is a great place to start.
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

length_of _time: 19 years

realname: Michael Wey

addressl: 1836 Rosewood Lane

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone:

email: GORIMAPA@aol.com

(ﬂ) WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page D-24 March 2015
A



NICD

Scoping Summary Report

39. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 7:45 AM

guestions_comments: As a community, we must understand that Chicago represents an incredible
opportunity for Northwest Indiana. We have all the ingredients for success: environmental access,
low taxes, friendly business environment, good schools...and the list goes on. Yet, despite all its
problems, lllinois continues to outpace Indiana in the Chicago MSA. Their secret weapon? Transit.

Transit connects people and goods, and are the veins of commerce. Until Northwest Indiana truly
invests in arobust transit system, it will continue to be the forgotten stepchild of the Chicago

MSA.

The time is now, and the opportunity is ours to seize.
| urge all to support expansion of the South Shore!
Business_Owner: yes

Interested_Stakeholder: yes

length_of _time: 100 years

realname: Benjamin Bochnowski

addressl: 9204 Columbia Ave

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone:

email: bbochnowski@ibankpeoples.com

40. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 8:49 AM
questions_comments: Where will the tracks be that run though Munster?
Do they use the current tracks next to the Bike Trail?
Where would the possible Ridge Road station be?
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 44 years
realname: David and Cora Moake
addressl: 8334 HARRISON AVE
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone: 8361961
email: mamamoake@sbcglobal.net
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41. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 12:27 PM
questions_comments: It is time for NWI to recognize its vital connection to Chicago and extend the
SS.

I grew up in Highland and my mother took the SS everyday to Chicago for a better job.

The SS has had a direct and positive influence on my life, my family, friends, and NWI businesses.
The western suburbs of Chicago are realizing the competitive advantage commuter rail brings.
We have a long way to go to catch up.......... the time to start is NOW!!!!I

Interested_Stakeholder: yes

length_of _time:

realname: Don Babcock

addressl: 801 East 86th Ave

address2:

city: Merrillville

state: IN

zip_code: 46410

phone: 219-746-6115

email: dibabcock@nisource.com

42. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 1:43 PM
guestions_comments: | attended the public session in Munster on Tuesday Oct 28th. While it was
somewhat informative | also found it to be presented in a manner that assumes the project is
going to be fast tracked forward. My choice is the no build option. My main reason is that by
building the line along the state line my tax money is subsidizing lllinois communities. One of the
points for building it touts the economic development that the new rail line will bring. 1 don't
disagree with that but how much development will occur on the lllinois side without any financial
input from them. If this extension was planned out to run from the northwest corner of the county
to the southeast | would be supportive as it would make the line accessible to more lake county
residents. Once again | choose the no build option since | find the project to be poorly thought out
and not a good use of my tax money.

John Sowinski

Griffith Indiana
Homeowner: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 30+ years
realname: John

addressl1: Sowinski
address?2:

city: Griffith

state: IN

zip_code: 46319

phone: 219 765 0734
email: jlsova@sbcglobal.net
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43. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 2:00 PM
guestions_comments: Investing in our communities and future generations is good for everyone. |
support the West Lake Corridor Project because | believe that reliable transportation solutions,
job creation and new business opportunities are necessary to propel the region forward.
Interested_Stakeholder: yes
length_of _time: 8 years
realname: Melissa Bohacek
addressl: 220 Pokagon Trail
address2:
city: Michana Shores
state: IN
zip_code: 46360
phone:
email: mbohacek@nwi-ca.org

44. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 2:01 PM
guestions_comments: Next time you hold a public forum, please bring an explanation of funding for
this project and the taxation impact on average homeowners. This explanation should be simple
and understandable to all, not something that you would need a CPA to grasp.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 8 years
realname: Jason Williams
addressl: 8521 86th Ct
address2:
city: St John
state: IN
zip_code: 46373
phone: 2196699502
email: jewillial@gmail.com

45. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 2:59 PM
guestions_comments: | am 29 years old, live in Lowell, IN. Having this expansion would solidify my
staying in NWI. Without, | will most likely move. Plain and simple.
Renter: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of _time: 29
realname: Luke Reed
addressl: 18976 King Place
address2:
city: Lowell
state: IN
zip_code: 46356
phone:
email: lukereed04@hotmail.com
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46. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 5:38 PM
guestions_comments: | urge your organization to drop this project. It's initial cost is too
expensive, and maintenance funding has net even been addressed. Logistically, this plan does
not address regional transportation woes for our poor. Additionally, pending Metra extension to
the south suburbs will also become an option for us residents of south county.

Why should the fine residents of Gary, Hammond, and East Chicago have to pay for an extension
to south county which will pull consumers away from their cities to purchase fuel, cigarettes,
breakfast, etc when catching a train to Chicago.

In closing, | feel we should focus our regional efforts on providing a county bus service before
spending over $500 million on a train extension to Chicago. Those same buses would also
provide transport for south county residents to train stations which are already in place.
Homeowner: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of _time: 39 Years

realname: James Morton

addressl: 13301 Monix Drive

address2:

city: St. John

state: IN

zip_code: 46373

phone: 219-365-8933

email: mortonjamesw@aol.com

47. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 7:27 PM
questions_comments: Lot of houses are only 50ft from the project line. | am talking about the
Monon trail. There will be to much noise and this will cause stress for the fondation of the house
and | am not happy about this news.
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Danny
addressl: 8527 Garfield Ave
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone:
email: dpetro57@att.net
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48. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 8:35 PM
guestions_comments: Yes this area needs access to more jobs, but this is a huge waste of money. |
would rather see this money spent to develop new business in NWI, instead of transporting our
citizens to another state to work. It seems pretty ridiculous that our government thinks this is a
good idea for our area. Asking all of these communities to foot the bill so a couple thousand
people wont have to drive 20 mins to the train station is insane. It would probably be cheaper to
pay these people to stay home. As a resident and business owner in Hammond, | am opposed to
this. We are being asked to give money for a railway that will take commuters out of our city.
Which will in turn mean these commuters wont be using services in our community, which is a
major lose lose for us. And to require money from Porter county, which will receive no benefits
what so ever from this, is extortion. Pete Visclosky thinks this is good way to create
jobs....building an unnecessary railway is no solution to lack employment opportunities in the
region. How about investing this money into education, so we can attract businesses with our
talented work force. BP is full of workers from Texas and other states, work on changing that if
you need to employ laborers. This area is a mess, areal solution needs to be implemented, not
some weird railroad band aid, no one is asking for this.
Homeowner: yes
Business_Owner: yes
length_of time: 17 years
realname: kelly voris
addressl: 6805 arizona ave
address2:
city: hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46323
phone: 2197185460
email: tat2kelly@aol.com
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49. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/30/2014 2:22 PM
guestions_comments: | ride the south shore daily, and the biggest issue we have is when someone
or something takes down aline. Some days the delays take so long I'm forced to work from home
than wait for train. At the meeting the other day, it was mentioned that hybrid trains were on the
table as (both diesel and electric). | would like to vote that the hybrid train be selected for the
project.

Also the I'd like to suggest getting on board with service now to get wifi on the trains. The south
tried this a few years ago and then the project just died. | enjoy working on the train sometimes
and it would be nice to be able to connect to the internet without having to plug in my wireless
card and hope that a verizon tower is near enough to me to get a good signal.

Another idea, and I've seen this on the Metra, would be to add a quiet car, at least in the morning.

That's all I've got for now.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 4 years
realname: Robert Sheehan
addressl: 1929 Wren Drive
address2:

city: Munter

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone: 2197659946

email: rob.shza@gmail.com

50. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 10/30/2014 2:56 PM
guestions_comments: | am strongly opposed to spending large sums of money on the South Shore
extension project. |live within walking distance from the present Hammond station and see on a
daily basis what the South Shore line has brought to my neighborhood; a very large parking lot
and regular traffic congestion. The only ones that benefit from the South Shore are the very small
number that ride it to work in Chicago. Itis time to spend money on projects that benefit the
majority of residents, like improvement of streets and neighborhoods. In order to insure that the
wishes of the tax-payers are being followed, a referendum should be held in Hammond, Munster
and Dyer to see how the residents feel. If voted down in any of the three, money from that city or
town should not be used for this wasteful project. Such a project has really shown us that the
recently passed county tax was not needed at such a high rate and that there seems to be
collusion among our politicians to spend our money on projects that don't reflect the needs of the
community but rather satisfy their own plans.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Ronald Kozlowski
addressl: 4156 Sheffield Ave.
address2:
city: Hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46327
phone: 219-931-8466
email: kozmo54@comcast.net
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51. Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com

Date Received: Wed 10/31/2014 9:46 AM
We are writing with our opinion of the rail extension. We are Munster residents and have resided at 7848
Frederick Avenue for over 30 years. When we purchased our home, we were assured by town personnel
that the tracks behind our home would no longer be in use. Our in-ground pool is probably 10-15 feet
from the abandoned tracks and we feel that it would no longer be safe to use if the tracks were used.

We believe that you should include the purchase cost of all the homes on our street that back up to the
tracks in your planned costs. Most of these homes are valued at $250,000 - $300,000. If the tracks are
put back into use, our home values will drop SIGNIFICANTLY!

We believe that residents in our town are satisfactorily served by the existing rail service!
Sincerely,

Jack and Monica Treasure
mtreas99@aol.com

52. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 10/30/2014 2:40 PM
questions_comments: | fully support this and will be the best thing to happen in the region. This
will decidedly be a factor as to whether | remain in the area or move in the future. My kids will be
recent college graduates in about four years and the progress made on this will also help
determine if they stay or move closer to Chicago.
Homeowner: yes
Interested_Stakeholder: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 10 years
realname: Antonia Ornelas
addressl: 8048 Schreiber Dr.
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone: 7739337208
email: antoniaornelas@gmail.com
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53. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/01/2014 1:06 PM
guestions_comments: | strongly favor the proposed South Shore Rail expansion into Chicago
especially with a station stop in Munster. | strongly prefer that a Munster station be around the
Fisher/45th st. area as | believe it has better easier access to for drivers and pedestrians alike,
larger areas for car parking, less intrussiveness into residential areas, and more convienance for
for residents whom are presently devoid of rail acccess to Chicago. | do not favor a stop/station
in Munster on Ridge road as it will worsen the already driving conditions on Ridge road. Likewise
just to the North there are Stations in Hegwisch and Hammond as an option to those north of
Ridge road.

With a already populor heavily used walking/bike trail leading up to a future Fisher/45th st. station,
it makes for a logically place to have a station. That trail already runs in Munster and soon will
connect all the way to Crown Point Indiana. I'm loving the idea of being able to walk, ride ones
bike to the train station and be off to Chicago weather for work or pleasure. It will defiantely enrich
the quality of life and enlarge the social and entertainment options for Northwest Indiana with
such an access to Chicago.

| can't wait for the first train to leave the station from Munster. "Ticket Please"!

Homeowner: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of _time:

realname: Giovanni Savaglio

addressl: 10110 Somerset drive

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone: 219-924-7860

email: giovannisavaglio@aol.com

54. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/02/2014 7:47 PM
questions_comments: | WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHERE THE PARKING FACILITIES WOULD BE IN
MUNSTER AND DYER AND HOW WOULD THIS EXTRA TRAFFIC WOULD BE DEALT WITH IN THIS
ALREADY HORRIBLE MESS AT RUSH HOUR. ALSO HOW MUCH ARE MY TAXES GOING TO
INCREASE WHEN THERE ARE SHORTFALLS IN REVENUE WHICH ALWAYS OCCURS.WE AS
TAXPAYERS ARE ALREADY SUBSIDIZING THE EXISTING LINE AND CANNOT USE IT TO GO TO
WORK, BUT STILL HAVE TO PAY FOR OUR GAS AND TOLLS, PLUS PAY FOR PEOPLE TO RIDE
THE TRAIN.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
length_of_time: 42 YEARS
realname: GARRETT VANDERHOEK
addressl1: 9207 HAWTHORNE DR.
address2:
city: MUNSTER
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone:
email: sandyv5798@att.net
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55. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Wed 11/03/2014 9:41 PM

1. Will the Westlake Corridor be used for passenger rail only, OR will it also be utilized to carry freight?

2. Wil the Hammond Station be moved to the State Line area, and will the Westlake corridor run thru
downtown Hammond?

3. Are there plans to start charging for parking at the NICTD train stations? i.e. It costs $50.00 + to park
in Chicago.................... $0.00 at NICTD stations.!?!

4. Are there anticipated fare hikes coming to help pay for the planned improvements? If so, what type of
rate increase can be anticipated?

5. Are there plans to make Hammond and East Chicago T.O.D.'s ?

Dave Ryan

Executive Director

Lakeshore Chamber

dryan @lakeshorechamber.com

56. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/04/2014 11:56 AM
guestions_comments: Making public transportation in northwest Indiana accessible to more of our
south county area is certainly a much needed and very positive direction for all. We have a
responsible to think about the needs of future generations as well as our current ones.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: Lifetime
realname: Eugene and Jeanne Wease
addressl: 1087 Freedom Circle South
address2:
city: Crown Point
state: IN
zip_code: 46307
phone:
email: wpairagenes@att.net

57. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/04/2014 1:01 PM
guestions_comments: Please expand the South Shore. |live in Saint John and drive over 30
minutes to catch the train. | have been taking the South Shore for over 28 years and believe | will
be impacted for at least another 15 years.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 25
realname: Colleen M Karabetsos
addressl: 8962 Crooked Bend
address2:
city: St. John
state: IN
zip_code: 46373
phone: 3126964468
email: ckarabetsos@butlerrubin.com
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58. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/04/2014 1:48 PM

questions_comments: This is wonderful news. This will decrease my commute time and driving

time.

Renter: yes

length_of_time: 5 1/2 years

realname: Belinda Bolden

addressl: 18542 Oakley

address2: Apt. 1

city: Lansing

state: IL

zip_code: 60438

phone:

email: msb55@sbcglobal.net

59. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Wed 11/05/2014 3:05 PM
Hi,

| am a monthly commuter and vaguely heard rumor of "West Lake Corridor Project".

If what | heard is to be true. Adding an extention in Dyer, Indiana, then being a Munster, Indiana
residence, | am all for this!

Please let me know what | can do to show my support.
Thank you,

Justin MacLean
justinericmaclean@sbcglobal.net

60. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/05/2014 3:22 PM
guestions_comments: This is an extention in Dyer, Indiana, right? My neighbor told me there would
be a station in both Dyer & Munster? | WOULD LOVE THIS! Current cummuter at the Hammond
Station, where | live in Munster, IN. There's atotal of 6 railroads, | have to cross in order to get to
the Hammond one. Which it's common to get stuck behind anyone of them either going to the
Hammond Station or leaving. This can result in being late or just simply wanting to go home after
along day. Plus Hammond Station is always overcrowed. Not just the train itself, but the parking
lot and | catch the 2nd train that runs in the morning. Co-workers tells me there's no parking
spots available for later trains. Then East Chicago is a dangerous station from break-ins to
climbing the stairs in winter seasons. Just don't get wrong. | LOVE working in Chicago and
honestly wouldn't have it any other way. Simply wanted to add my support and please let me
know what | can do? A train station in Dyer, (or even better Munster) is just simply the icing on
the cake!
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Justin Eric MacLean
addressl: 9136 Chestnut Lane
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone:
email: justinericmaclean@sbcglobal.net
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61. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 1:18 AM

guestions_comments: Fully support extension of the South Shore Line

Homeowner: yes

Business_Owner: yes

length_of time: 7 years

realname: Royce Bialon

addressl: 5515 Belshaw Rd

address2:

city: Lowell

state: IN

zip_code: 46356

phone:

email: deakon57@gmail.com

62. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 7:35 AM
questions_comments: | am strongly in favor of the extension. | moved back to the area from
Chicago but still work in the city. Except for income taxes, the remainder of my income is spentin
NWI. | do believe that expanded public transportation will bring a younger population to NWI and
create more employment opportunities.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: Six Years
realname: Marcee Northey
addressl: 9136 Verbena Dr
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone:
email: mrueth73@yahoo.com
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63. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 8:17 AM
guestions_comments: i am absolutely against this. if should not be subsidised by the taxpayers. the
only way this should go forward, is if it is funded by the users of this service or private industry
contributions. i do not use the train to make my commute to the city, why should i pay for other
peoples'. i am already burdened by high gas prices, tolls, insurance, plates, maintenance for my
vehicle, etc. Where is my help?

Also, we already seen flim flamming of numbers by Visclosky over community contributions
towards this. Metra and the CTA can be a lesson, it shows that this is a never ending money pit.
They are always crying poor, raising fee, cutting service, and need to be bailed out by the
taxpayers.

| say NWI does not need this! i moved from Illinois to get away from this madness. if you want to
take the train move closer to the exsisting train stations.

And how about we fix up our area so people do not have to go to Chicago to work!!!! Gary needs
to be revitalized.
Homeowner: yes

length_of time: 10
realname: Jim

addressl: Litke

address2:

city: griffith

state: IN

zip_code: 46319

phone:

email: jimlitke@sbcglobal.net

64. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 9:56 AM
questions_comments: | am in favor of the West Lake Corridor Project. |live in Dyer and have to
travel between 10 and 13 miles to get to a train station. | then need to find parking. Thereis also a
significant chance that | will be caught by a freight train and will need to drive all the way to the
city. It would be great for young people. Their job opportunities will increase if Chicago can be
added to their job search area. It would also be great if we could keep them living in our area.
This would be a benefit to the state, the local town/city and to businesses. It is also a bengefit to
families and older people who like to take advantage of the city but would prefer not to drive due
to the traffic and expense in parking. We spend so much on roads, lets spend a little on public
transportation.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 24 years
realname: Emma Gallenberger
addressl: 2530 Sandy Ridge Rd
address2:
city: Dyer
state: IN
zip_code: 46311
phone: 2197308310
email: emgallen@sbcglobal.net
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65. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 10:06 AM
questions_comments: | fully support the West lake corridor project. | live in south Lake county &
find it too inconvenient to go to Hammond to catch the train. Prior to moving to St. John | always
lived within easy driving distance of the train and truly miss it. | think it would be very good for the
area and environment.
Homeowner: yes
length_of time: 7years
realname: Judy Hojnicki
addressl: 9645 Genevieve
address2:
city: St John
state: IN
zip_code: 46373
phone:
email: jhojnicki@joltmail.com

66. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 11:11 AM
guestions_comments: | am against the extension for the following reasons:
- Ridership is declining
- There is no economic development around any South Shore station from South Bend to Van
Buren, what would make one think that new stations would spur new development?
- New stations will pull riders from existing stations of Hammond, Gary, & East Chicago; all of
which are currently in economically depressed areas.
- New stations will encourage abandonment of already repressed areas.
- There are no jobs waiting for Indiana residents in Chicago. Chicago residents have trouble
finding jobs in their own city, in spite of their excellent public transportation system (which is
financially struggling ).
- If the extension is built, where will the money come from to fund the huge additional gap
between what riders pay and cost of continuing operations ?
Homeowner: yes
Business_Owner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of _time: 40 years
realname: Jim Banach
addressl: 8942 Chestnut
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone: 219-644-9654
email: Jimhbanach@aol.com
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67. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 12:17 PM
guestions_comments: This extension seems to almost bein lllinois, not really helping only Indiana
people, yet Indiana will pay for it all. Funding has not been obtained. The referendum lost,
Visclosky cant get the cities to chip in, and taxes will go up. The price remains the same while the
extension keeps getting shorter. Nobody promised the urban sprawl from lllinois a train when
they moved here. What will the Gary airport, Gary, and Michigan City request if this extension is
approved and they need their fair share.
Homeowner: yes
Business_Owner: yes
length_of _time: 60 years
realname: Kirk Martinsen
addressl: 454 N 325 E
address2:
city: Valpo
state: IN
zip_code: 46383
phone: 2197711742
email: kirk.martinsen@gmail.com

68. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 12:41 PM

guestions_comments: None provided

Homeowner: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

length_of _time: 6 years

realname: Jamie Friedberg

addressl: 10418 Marlou Drive

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone: 2195138623

email: jamschat@hotmail.com

69. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 12:46 PM

guestions_comments: None provided

Homeowner: yes

length_of _time:

realname: Jeremy

addressl1: 10418 Marlou Dr

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone:

email: jeremy.friedberg@envestnet.com
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70. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 1:15 PM
guestions_comments: | am opposed to the South Shore Extension. How much will it cost? How
many miles will the extension be? Does the costs include 10% to 20% for costs over-runs?
Chicago has more people on Welfare than they do working, and the city Councilmen are talking
about taxing out of State workers.Does the costs of the extension justify the few people going to
Chicago,when they could drive a few miles to Hammond or E. Chicago trani station?We cannot
have all this construction (llliana Expressway/Tollway going on at the same time.Look at lllinois'
Debt, and getting worse every day. I'm proud to be a Indiana Resident whose State has a Surplus.!
Homeowner: yes
length_of time: 72yrs
realname: Andrew B. Shultz
addressl: 1716 west 58th Ave
address2:
city: Merrillville
state: IN
zip_code: 46410
phone: 219-980-4159
email: andybs66@hotmail.com

71. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Wed 11/05/2014 1:32 PM

Please count us among those who are very much in favor of the expansion. This region needs to be more
connected to other parts of the Chicagoland area. Let's embrace the future, not hide from it!

Mary Baniak

Michael Baniak

maryfdaly55@sbcglobal.net

1327 Ridgeway Avenue

Munster, IN 46321

72. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com

Date Received: Wed 11/05/2014 2:01 PM
This is an unnecessary waste of taxpayers money! Visclosky would do much more good by spending the
money to replace the Cline Avenue bridge as a toll-free road as it was originally intended. The money
would also benefit more people if spent to build the llliana Expressway without tolls. Spend the money so
it benefits the majority, not the few that will ride a subsidized train to Chicago.
Deacon Rob Litavecz
rlitavecz@yahoo.com

73. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 2:13 PM
questions_comments: This is a great idea and | hope that it is the beginning of service further south
and or east. | further hope that the areas served may soon match those served in the 20's and
30's, and that cars spend much more time in their garages.
Renter: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Owen Todd
addressl: 1806 Country Club Rd
address2:
city: Valparaiso
state: IN
zip_code: 46383
phone: 7074793214
email: oweninnapa@aol.com
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74. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 3:42 PM
guestions_comments: | strongly support the extension of the South Shore. It would be a vital
lifeline from growing NWI population in the area to downtown Chicago. Although it is not
mentioned, an extension is very much needed south and eastward for residents in the Crown
Point area to be able to utilize the train more conveniently, rather than driving 20-30 minutes
north. | am a daily commuter to the Loop, and having to pick up the train in East Chicago is quite
a commute. Although | probably would not use the West Lake Corridor, | believe that it is needed
and would provide for future expansion eastward towards Crown Point.
Homeowner: yes
length_of time: 5 years
realname: Jason Schrader
addressl: 11614 Broadway
address2:
city: Crown Point
state: IN
zip_code: 46307
phone:
email: jayschrader@gmail.com

75. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 4:09 PM
guestions_comments: | disagree that the rail extension will by its very existence improve the quality
of life in NW Indiana. There is also commuter rail running through some very economically
depressed areas. | am extremely concerned about the future tax burden of maintaining what is
sure to be an unprofitable public transportation system. | moved to NW Indiana to get away from
Chicago and the suburbs, not to emulate them.
Homeowner: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 17 years
realname: Gregg T Adams
addressl: 209 Stone Ridge Drive
address2:
city: Dyer
state: IN
zip_code: 46311
phone:
email: gt.adams@earthlink.net

76. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 4:26 PM
questions_comments: | am in favor of this project. Providing better transportation to Chicago would
improve my standard of living. | am looking to find an easier way to commute to Chicago to work
and also to go to the museums, etc.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 6 years
realname: Mary Morantz
addressl: 12323 Cedar Lake Rd
address2:
city: Crown Point/IN
state: State
zip_code: 46307
phone:
email: marmar9981@gmail.com
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77. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 5:20 PM
questions_comments: Please do not build his extension. We all know this means higher taxes.
Nothing ever costs the projected amount it's always more. Someone will have to pay which is us
the taxpayers.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 2 years
realname: Mark Rudy
addressl: 8006 Frederick Ave,
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone:
email: Mrudy76@sbcglobal.net

78. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 5:29 PM
guestions_comments: | fear that a train extension at this time will cause a deterioration to areas of
the already existing train stations in Hammond, East Chicago, and Gary. Plus the Hegewisch
station itself. This project can be nothing more than a opportunity for Peter Visclosky and his
backers to make money on property they procured years ago in Munster. | am a person who does
not have transportation and would benefit from a station in my backyard area but | know it would
kill the neighborhoods with train stations already there. The nerve of the rich trying to avoid poor
neighborhoods is appalling. This is a shakedown of money from federal coffers and a ploy by
Peter Visclosky to put money in his and friends pockets.
Homeowner: yes
length_of time: 39 years
realname: Michael D Stewart
addressl: 9015 Revere Court
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone: 2199237268
email: stioux@msn.com
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79. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 9:04 PM
guestions_comments: | have been a South Shore commuter from central Lake County for the past
seven years. Without access to a high-paying, knowledge-based job downtown Chicago, | would
not live in Northwest Indiana, where | spend nearly all of my income on housing, food, goods,
services and taxes.

| support the extension of service through western Lake County. It's an important long-term
economic-development opportunity.

In the past decade, the highest-paying jobs have disproportionately accrued to urban cores such
as downtown Chicago (the same is true in San Francisco, New York and other MSASs).

Overall, the long-term population trend in the MSA is likely to be flat to declining, which means
growth will come to submarkets with access to high-paying jobs.

Despite the current respite from rising gas prices, long-term fuel prices are likely to continue to
rise, making mass transit a more and more important amenity to an increasingly mobile
workforce.

Increased rail access in western Lake County will drive home values and migration, which will
stabilize and increase retail development along the US 41/30 corridor that is crucial to the tax base
of Lake County and communities such as Dyer, Schererville and Highland.

I would encourage NICTD planners to examine the home values and household incomes of
census tracts in close, direct proximity to Metra lines vs. those just beyond.
Homeowner: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

length_of time: 7 years

realname: John Pletz

addressl: 7018 Starling Drive

address2:

city: Schererville

state: IN

zip_code: 46375

phone: 219-742-3174

email: jpletz@crain.com

80. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/07/2014 9:24 PM
questions_comments: | am a 66 year old homeowner in St John IN and | would like the rail
extension built so that my wife and | could travel back and forth from Dyer to Chicago. The
current station in Hammond is so far away that we just end up driving downtown. When the rail
extension is built | think that there are many that will benefit from an easier, more efficient way to
travel.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Jim Merkle
addressl: 9771 Jack Dr
address2:
city: St John
state: IN
zip_code: 46373
phone:
email: jimster66@Ilive.com
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81. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/07/2014 11:29 PM

guestions_comments: None provided

Homeowner: yes

length_of _time:

realname: Jeremy

addressl: 10418 Marlou Dr

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone:

email: jberg74@hotmail.com

82. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/07/2014 4:13 PM
guestions_comments: The following comments are related to the extension of the South Shore
Line. On 1/1/1998, the reciprocal agreement between lllinois and Indiana was discontinued. Since
that date, income tax is paid to the STATE WHERE YOU WORK AND NOT THE STATE WHERE
YOU LIVE. | have only seen two comments on this point. |1 worked in Chicago for 25 years. |
would have preferred to find a "good" job in Indiana and paid income tax where | lived. Plus much
of my shopping was done in Chicago where | also paid lllinois sales tax. |, therefore, would prefer
seeing this money spent on a manufacturing plant in Indiana where the jobs and the tax dollars
would remain here.
Renter: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of _time:
realname: THEODORA FERDA
addressl: 1011 S JACKSON BLVD
address2:
city: CHESTERTON
state: IN
zip_code: 46304
phone: 219-926-8909
email: teddi@adsnet.com

83. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/07/2014 6:12 PM
guestions_comments: this is the BIGGEST boondoggle | think the Democrats have ever come up
with and shame on your for even considering this project. 12 trains equal 30 jobs. do the math it
is not difficult. NO TRAIN.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 7
realname: Christine Pszonka
addressl: 2829 Dearborn Street
address2:
city: Lake Station
state: IN
zip_code: 46405
phone:
email: chris.pszonka@gmail.com
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84. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Wed 11/08/2014 11:27 AM
To All For Whom This May Concern:

Even though | recently attended a meeting and filled out an index card with my comments, | wanted to
reach a broader audience and give my “input” regarding this South Shore extension issue before the
deadline of Veteran’s Day on November 11th, a day on which no mail will be delivered (hmm . . . how
convenient!).

As a long time South Shore rider (28 years) | am not in favor of the extension through west Lake County
for the following reasons:

(1) the existing rail line truly has a difficult time operating “as is” and adding an extension will not
only prejudicially boost heft to the already wealthy west Lake County residents and its established
businesses, but, of concern to me, the South Shore north Lake County train would operate
detrimentally to its present loyal ridership through probably a reduction in service via number of
trains run, further on-time performance issues due to train management’s divided interest with
another line, etcetera;

(2) if any kind of extension is planned and if any tax dollars are used for said extension, then we
need a line that runs diagonally through the County to serve fairly and equally ALL of our residents
(yes, let's be honest here, even us “poor folk™);

(3) Chicago has a wonderful transportation system with buses and our County has no extensive bus
service set up to alleviate already congested roads and to provide service to the overall population;
(4) ideally, we should have high-speed rail because the commute to Chicago is too long, way too
long (that rail can also link us to Lafayette/Indianapolis);

(5) people should quit saying the west extension will provide jobs and businesses. How so?
Businesses and jobs already exist there . . . how about developing the rest of the County? By the
way, contrary to what those in Lake County who have never worked a day in Chicago are saying, the
jobs there and the lifestyle given up to commute there are NOT the nirvana they make it out to be.
(And, believe me, | am saying this and speaking of this from years of experience!)

(6) to garner support for a new rail extension, we're also constantly told that the rail extension will
entice business; well, if that's the case, then why haven't we seen any marked jobs or business
“development” along the present line?

| wholeheartedly agree with Hammond Mayor Thomas McDermott Il in calling for a referendum on this
very (much too) important issue.

Bottom line for all decision-makers within Lake County: Think this through thoroughly before committing
hard earned and hard-to-come-by tax dollars. Don't just automatically jump on the bandwagon and buy
into the in-our-face hype and unsubstantiated claims spewed forth by the extension proponents. (I have
never liked Visclosky's “tax and spend” attitude and cautioned him one time about this when he was
campaigning at the East Chicago train station. If citizens even think federal dollars come free and that we
have to grab our share just because that's what everyone else does and seems to think, then we need to
think again. Seriously. Our country is largely in the shape it's in because of our unfortunate “build a
bridge to nowhere” stance. Hello! Tax dollars are not free. We taxpayers always foot the hill.)

Lake County needs its dollars for better roads; a second-to-none bus service that takes residents
everywhere with no problem and that the County can boast about [don’t put the rail (cart) before the horse
(bus service)]; diagonally-run rail (preferably high speed); the gentrification of Gary (see below under
“P.S."); and to attract outside businesses and residents — a program that keeps crime down (all police
departments in the County should have a zero tolerance policy and mean business — take a page from
the Highland Police Department’s playbook. Just going by traffic alone, people always drive slowly
through Highland because everyone always gets ticketed. But, hey, it works! Though | especially mean
this policing should be employed when it comes to hard-core crime in our area. And less crime means
less dollars have to be allocated to fund police departments.). Last, we need our dollars to maintain and
keep Lake County clean along with employing some aesthetics (that is, in the form of planting a plethora
of beautiful trees and flowers throughout the County so people will actually want to live and visit here).
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Yes, let's make a pact to be DIFFERENT than the rest of the U.S. Let’s be, and be known as, the most
beautiful County in the country to attract tourists who want to visit here, residents who want to live (and
stay) here, and architecturally attractive businesses that will exude a fresh, positive, rooted downhome
American ambiance and that will WANT to operate here, in this County, and, thus, attract jobs! We can
do it. We just have to not be stupid, but have the wherewithal to stick together and use our limited taxes

wisely!

Thank you for listening.

Marybeth Yokovich

(formerly from Hammond; now in Merrillville)

myokovich@gmail.com

P.S.: We have to address the elephant in the room. We MUST not neglect, but we must do something
about Gary. Like it or not, Mayor Karen (and God be with you and bless your heart for taking on this
enormous task), we must face facts: The City is a thorn in the County’s side but was not at one time,
should not be now, and so doesn’'t HAVE to be. Itis large, it is poor, it is crime-ridden, people don't want
to go near it, the steel mills do not appear to be coming back to their glory days, and | have racked my
brain out wondering what can be done about the situation. | wish | could come up with some solutions to
offer you, but, to be honest, “I got nothin.” (Sigh.) No ideas whatsoever. I'm drawing a blank! The best |
could come up with would be to study what other cities in other parts of the U.S., or even what cities in
other countries might have done, to turn things around. What | WILL not hesitate to say, though, is that |
believe a course should be taught in schools on how to appropriately raise children in the home, no
matter the economic circumstances, as that seems to be where many problems start. Because harsh
discipline through violence models and unwittingly only begets more violence, and that, in large part,
contributes to crime.

cc: To everyone | can find addresses for including NICTD, local legislators, police departments, The
Times, etcetera

85. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 5:43 PM
guestions_comments: STOP this project. The cost per mile is outrageous. The impact on traffic will
be horrendous. The number of customers served will be minimal. The majority of the ridership
will come from the existing ridership. The funding scheme will disproportionately impact the
poorer communities.
Homeowner: yes
length_of time: 74 years
realname: Patricia Hauer
addressl: 7407 Montana Ave
address2:
city: Hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46323
phone: 2198441303
email: ndfanl@hotmail.com
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86. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 7:37 PM

questions_comments: What is the potential for damage to nearby houses relating to the ground

shaking due to passing trains?

Homeowner: yes

length_of _time: 14 years

realname: Susan A Yakes

addressl: 320 Sunnyside Ave.

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone: 708-707-2577

email: ocd320@gmail.com

87. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 9:20 PM

questions_comments: Why should |, a homeowner in Hammond, pay for this extension of the South

Shore???? My taxes are high enough.

Homeowner: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of time: 64 years

realname: Gayle Colleen Vuletic

addressl: 7631 Golfway Ct

address2:

city: Hammond

state: IN

zip_code: 46324-3146

phone: 2198455061

email: gvuletic5095@wowway.com

88. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 10:21 PM
questions_comments: I'm 100% against the project and the long term funding. | live in the north
Lake county area and don't understand giving people one more reason to not come into my city.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 40 years
realname: EverettyearsE Logan
addressl: 6830 Wicker Ave
address2:
city: Hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46323
phone: 219-902-5495
email: ELButch450@yahoo.com
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89. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 11:15 PM
questions_comments: Over 30 thousand people did not Vote for Peter Visclosky on Tuesday. |
think it is safe to say that those votes were also against the train.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: all of my life.
realname: Cynthia Robbins
addressl: 2942 Wells Street
address2:
city: Lake Station
state: IN
zip_code: 46405
phone: 2199633591
email: justdoit_ 90@yahoo.com

90. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/09/2014 5:47 AM
questions_comments: There is enough traffic on 41 in Highland & Schererville from people visiting
all the new stores near Main St. and 41. If people want to work in Chicago & earn the big money,
then let them pay their way to work or move closer. We don't need more traffic here. | feel that the
people pushing this extension so passionately are getting some kind of reward that we don't
know about. | don't want my tax money used to help other people get better jobs, how does this
benefit me? And why do | need to provide my name & address if | don't wish to receive updates?
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 50 years
realname: Carol Wyatt
addressl: 1920 Austin Ave
address2:
city: Schererville
state: IN
zip_code: 46375
phone:
email: tolo1957 @hotmail.com
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91. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/09/2014 5:05 PM
questions_comments: Firstly I think running a train linking the South Shore to Dyer is a horrible
idea for the following reasons:

*There will be loud train noises running the entire stretch of the track, this will cause noise
pollution to current residents. No one wants to hear a train whistle or the rush of the train at any
hour of the day.

*A diesel train will cause air pollution around the train. This will affect families, businesses
causing possible health problems.

*A known side affect of train traffic through farm ground is field fires. The field fires are caused
by hot debris being released from the trains exhaust system.

*The tracks are not a not a pleasant landscape for residents, businesses and travelers.

*The property value for all residential and commercial will plummet. How will those affected be
compensated for their loss?

| have never seen neighborhoods with trains running through that are well-kept or desirable
property for families. Usually train tracks indicate less desirable properties and are plagued with
vandalism, graffiti and often transient individuals.

*The communities will change in dynamic. The quite historic area of Munster would be ruined.
With the changed dynamic many current residents will find it undesirable to live near or in the
town. Thereis areason many folks chose to live in the quite communities, noise and air pollution
will not outweigh any perceived benefit.

*With increased traffic, crime rates would increase at stations and potential vandalism

*The Monan Bike Trail will be destroyed. No one wants to walk next to a train whizzing by. The
trail connects multiple communities and parks across Northwest Indiana. The trail provides an
excellent source of activity for everyone in the communities.

Homeowner: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of _time: 2 years

realname: Julie Latta

addressl: 8121 Highland Place

address2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone:

email: jewels pnt@yahoo.com
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92. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/09/2014 8:04 PM

guestions_comments: Is there some way | can blame:

President Obama

Mayor McDermott

Mayor Freeman-Wilson

Ken Davidson

MX

Chuck Pullen

Mad Mac

Idi Amin

Hitler

Pol Pot?

Homeowner: yes

length_of time: 67 years

realname: Thomas Drake

addressl: 8326 Columbia

address?2:

city: Munster

state: IN

zip_code: 46321

phone:

email: angryGOP@gmail.com

93. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 9:04 AM
questions_comments: This is a complete waste of tax payer money. The companies working on this
project are all from Illinois and the people who would take this train are going to illinois to make
money. Lake county indiana will not benefit at all from this.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Terrence Gass
addressl: 8428 Johnston St.
address2:
city: Highland
state: IN
zip_code: 46322
phone:
email: gearhead350@yahoo.com

94. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 11:07 AM

questions_comments: None provided

length_of _time:

realname: Waste Management - CID RDF

addressl: 138th and Interstate 94

address2:

city: Calumet City

state: IL

zip_code: 60409

phone:

email: Igrassl@wm.com

(ﬂ) WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page D-49 March 2015
\



NICD

Scoping Summary Report

95. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 4:46 PM
guestions_comments: We taxpayers do not need yet another disaster waiting to happen. |livein
Munster and as | sit at my kitchen table , | can easily see where this proposed line will go...Right in
my backyard. | already listen to the expressway 24/7, and not at all happy about the possibility of
a rail/commuter train running 24/7. ltis ridiculous that the same people who are rallying for this
"train wreck" can drive a short distance and get on a train in Hammond/East Chicago and do the
same thing. My property values are already reduced due to the 08 flood and if this goes through,
we will have to pay someone to buy it.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 7 years
realname: Mark mamich
addressl: 7930 Frederick Ave
address2:
city: Munster
state: IN
zip_code: 46321
phone: 2198368327
email: mmamich@gmail.com

96. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 5:59 PM
guestions_comments: | would really like to see this expand to dyer. | am a young business
professional that commutes downtown work day. | currently drive to the Hegwisch stop from 81st
and Hart. | would like to see my hard earned commuting dollars go back to indiana and not lllinois.
Homeowner: yes
Interested_Stakeholder: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of _time:
realname: Adam tapper
addressl: 3152 Austgen PI
address2:
city: Dyer
state: IN
zip_code: 46311
phone: 21922794991
email: AQ3tapper@yahoo.com
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97. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 9:35 PM
guestions_comments: Sir,

| have several questions about the South Shore expansion.
Will the new passenger line reduce roadway congestion and if so by how much?

Lake County already suffers from a great deal of rail road crossings. What plans been made to
reduce or eliminate new crossings?

Money for the expansion was taken from the new Lake County income tax. Why wasn’t the South
Shore able to pay for the expansion itself?

The Lake County income tax was passed in order for the Lake County towns and cities to
continue to provide essential services. Won't using this tax money to build the new rail line cause
the municipalities to stop or reduce these essential services?

Historically, the automobile has been shown to be the preferred method of travel. Can it be shown
that the new passenger rail will not only be used but sustainable? Or, would not the new funds be
better used to improve the main roadways of Lake County?

The project is slated to be completed in 2023. That's 9 years from now to build about a ten mile
route. It took about 6 years to build the transcontinental railroad. Why the long duration?

Thank you for taking the time to answer my questions.
Homeowner: yes

length_of _time:

realname: Anthony Popiela
addressl: 8936 W. 89th Ave.
address2:

city: St. John

state: IN

zip_code: 46373

phone: 2193654538

email: bluelightneng@att.net

98. Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 9:43 PM
questions_comments: Would the Monon bike route have to be removed? At intersections in the
Monon portion, would the tracks be elevated or at ground level?
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 2 and a half years
realname: Reuben Woods
addressl: 631 173RD ST
address2:
city: HAMMOND
state: IN
zip_code: 46324
phone: 7738419540
email: jwoods22@yahoo.com
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99. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 7:05 AM
guestions_comments: At one time the Pony Express was the premiere means to communicate with
someone across the country. Along came the US Post Office, radio, telephone, and now you can
in the convenience of your home, send video and instant voice communication, along with written
text/photo's in the flash of a key stroke. The Pony Express and possibly the US Post Office
maybe history lessons.

The NICTD expansion is inherently faced with physical problems. Kensington Station creates a
bottle neck for the increased train traffic, which severely limits the existing number of train cars,
who may use the electrical feed, at one time.

Added to this is the limitations of physical space of where to house additional commuter trains at
the Randolph Street Station.

Metra is required to spend billions to accommodate this expansion first. Some of this required
expansion may never be able to happen due to space limitations at Randolph Street Station.

In an erawhere, each day, more of the US work force are using cloud, remote, at home based
offices, to spend the amount of money on this project for the limited number of commuters, along
with the decreasing ridership trends with the current commuter line, expanding the South
Shore/NICTD would be a waste of limited economic resources.

Homeowner: yes

Business_Owner: yes

Resident_Project_Corridor: yes

Email_Notifications: yes

length_of time: 21

realname: Chuck Rocek

addressl: 44 Mason St.

address2:

city: Hammond

state: IN

zip_code: 46320

phone: 3126079970

email: ChuckRocek@yahoo.com
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100.  Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 8:19 AM
guestions_comments: As a 25+ year commuter, more transportation to the east side of Chicago is
NOT needed. However, what is needed, is transportation via Amtrak is needed into Union Station,
on the west side of the Chicago loop is and has been needed for years now. If there was
transportation to that part of the city, South Shore would have plenty of space for their riders.
Too many west side workers are forced into taking the South Shore to only have to walk in all the
elements of Chicago weather, many city blocks, to get to their jobs on the west side. Or, pay an
additional fee to take a bus or cab to get there. No more South Shore!! And God forbid a power
outage as | experienced a few times riding the South Shore, only to have to remain on the train for
three plus hours until the power was restored, in the middle of winter, | might add.
Homeowner: yes
length_of time: 53yrs
realname: Diane Hensley
addressl: 3128 Eder Street
address2:
city: Highland
state: IN
zip_code: 46322
phone:
email: dianemc7140@yahoo.com

101. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com

Date Received: Wed 11/11/2014 10:15 AM
Not in favor of the extension. The people that travel from the cities where they want to put the rail
extension are already utilizing the current stations. Adding more stops will decrease ridership from the
current stations, only leaving empty train cars and that does not generate more revenue. And if they want
new lines in their cities then let them pay for it at 100%. Hammond, East Chicago, Gary, etc have already
funded the initial south shore tracks and stations so why is Hammond especially being asked for more
money. Dyer, Lowell and other cities that want it pay for it all. It will not generate more money for
hammond and seems useless. They want them, then they pay at 100%. Hammond has done their share
already.

How about putting this absurd amount of money into the education system somehow to provide better
education opportunities for the next generation. Mayor McDermott implemented the college bound
program and other cities should follow suit, not build more unnecessary train routes.

Sincerely,
Cherie cerezaxoxo@gmail.com
Current Daily Hammond commuter and Hammond resident.

102. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Wed 11/11/2014 10:55 AM

No
Jordyn Beasley
jordyndabeast@gmail.com
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103.  Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 12:09 PM
guestions_comments: | support this project and would use the munster station. This will have an
improve on acessibility for me to chicago events.
Renter: yes
length_of _time:
realname: tim armstrong
addressl: 3720 w 58th ave
address2:
city: merrillville
state: IN
zip_code: 46410
phone:
email: tfarmstrong@hotmail.com

104.  Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 1:05 PM
questions_comments: | don't believe our community can afford it and feel it is unnecessary
for us. It's nottoo far to travel to either Miller or Gary from our city and catch the train
there.
Homeowner: yes
length_of _time: 35 years
realname: Kimberly S Robison
addressl: 2942 Allen St.
address2:
city: Lake Station
state: IN
zip_code: 46405
phone: 2199456173
email: kimk46405@yahoo.com

105.  Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 2:35 PM
guestions_comments: This is a big debacle mess on every level! horrendous traffic snarls, not
everyone will benefit. Communities pledging money they DON'T have and for 30 years to come?
NO NO NO, escape the madness this could bring.
length_of _time:
realname: O
addressl: 3929 schneider st.
address2:
city: lake station
state: IN
zip_code: 46405
phone:
email: omega lazur@yahoo.com
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106. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 4:21 PM
guestions_comments:
1. Per your 20 year Strategic Business Plan Summary, can you provide some additional
details to the estimated 1,984 jobs the West Lake Extension project and South Shore capital
improvement projects are projected to be added to the NWI economy? What percentage are
construction/project related? What percentage of the 1,984 jobs will be permanent jobs? And of
the permeant Jobs, what type of jobs are they projected to be? Service oriented,
Professional/white collar, Technology based, Communications?
2. Per your 20-year Strategic Business Plan Summary, Can you further define or expand on
the statement, “Efficiencies are projected to generate $2.5 billion in Economic output and $1.3
billion in gross regional product.” What variables were used as a baseline for this assumed
Market Study?
3. What agreements or Memorandums of Understanding are in place with METRA in regards
to infrastructure upgrades, track expansion and platform modifications at Millennium Station?
Are they part of the current Draft Environmental Impact Study. At what phase in the process will
this be confirmed?
4, With respect to the TOD, Where does NICTD see the best location of the proposed new
Stations to fully meet the expectations of a economically supporting TOD(Transit Oriented
Development). Does NICTD foresee the stations in Hammond, East Chicago or Gary as a viable
(TOD)
5. Has the previous studies demonstrated the need for express trains from Dyer to
Millennium Station? Is it Feasible or even realistic with the restriction of the METRA rail line?
6. Regarding the NICTD West Lake Corridor Study March 2011 report, of the estimated 5,600
people riding the West Lake trains, how many of those are new riders and how many are existing
rider that are currently driving to the existing stations? How did you study derive at this 5,600
number.
7. What type of contingencies are in place in the current estimated cost for market changes,
environmental issues, escalation and site conditions?
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
length_of_time: 15 Years
realname: Robert Ochi
addressl: 43 Highland Street
address2:
city: Hammond
state: IN
zip_code: 46320
phone: 219-931-6337
email: robert@raigroup.net
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107.  Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 5:24 PM
questions_comments: | am resident of Altgeld Gardens and the Executive Director of People for
Community Recovery (PCR) is very supportive and interested in the transit development and we
would like to be engaged in this project because our community will be positively impacted by
this development.
Business_Owner: yes
Renter: yes
Interested_Stakeholder: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of_time: 50 yrs as resident and 35 yrs as a Business Owner
realname: Cheryl Johnson
addressl: 13330 South Corliss Avenue
address2:
city: Chicago
state: IL
zip_code: 60827
phone: 7739715028
email: cheryljohnsonpcr@gmail.com

108. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Wed 11/11/2014 5:38 PM
To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Cheryl Johnson and | am the Executive Director of People for Community Recovery (PCR),
an environmental justice community-based organization located in Altgeld Gardens. We at PCR is very
supportive of this project. This project would improve our transit in more ways that we can imagine and
this will be great opportunity for our community to be engaged in this development too.

Please keep us inform of any future meetings, correspondence and other materials related to this project
so that we can continue to be supportive.

If further discussions are needed between us, please call us at 773.840.4618

Sincerely,

Cheryl Johnson cheryl.johnson@peopleforcommunityrecovery.org
People for Community Recovery

13330 South Corliss Avenue

Chicago, IL 60827

773.840.4618 office

773.971.5028 cell
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109. Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 6:17 PM
guestions_comments: The extension of the South Shore line is very important to the region, not
only because it will improve access to Chicago, but also because it will make NW Indiana
accessible to Chicago. Chicago, too, needs this. It is busy trying to promote itself as a destination
region rather than just a destination city, but right now it isn't a destination region because people
can't move out of the city. One thing that is vital with this rail extension is that bicycles be allowed
on at least some of the trains. We have such a wonderful trail system and many amenities,
including Three Floyds brewery, which brews the top-ranking beer in the US, that tourists and
Chicagoans would be likely to come out and visit by bicycle, if they knew that at the end of the
day they could catch atrain that would take them and their bicycles back into Chicago.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 1 year
realname: Kelly Jones
addressl: 1509 N Cline Ave
address2:
city: Griffith
state: IN
zip_code: 46319
phone:
email: kel.k.jones@gmail.com

110.  Online Comment Form Submission

Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 11:42 PM
guestions_comments: The West Lake Corridor Project is a vital and necessary component of the
future of Northwest Indiana. Younger residents and graduates of Northwest Indiana's many
colleges and universities need access to the career opportunities located within the city of
Chicago. Unfortunately, many of these residents find that they must move away from Northwest
Indiana to access these opportunities, not because of the geographical distance, but because of
the lack of connectivity between these two frustratingly close areas. This creates an uncertain
future for the communities along the West Lake Corridor as young, well-educated residents leave.
While | personally wish to remain in Northwest Indiana, | fear that it might not be practical for me
to do so without the expansion of commuter rail. In analyzing this project, please consider giving
me and the thousands of residents in the same situation the opportunity to remain here, as well as
making Northwest Indiana a place where new residents would strongly desire to live.
Homeowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of time: 23 years
realname: Michael Gallenberger
addressl: 2530 Sandy Ridge Road
address2:
city: Dyer
state: IN
zip_code: 46311
phone:
email: mwgallenbe@sbcglobal.net
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Mailed Comments

RECEIVED

NOV 10 2014
November 8, 2014 NICTD.

To All For Whom This May Concern:

Even though | recently attended a meeting and filled out an index card with my
comments, | wanted to reach a broader audience and give my “input” regarding this
South Shore extension issue before the deadline of Veteran's Day on November 11th,
a day on which no mail will be delivered (hmm . . . how convenient!).

As a long time South Shore rider (28 years) | am not in favor of the extension
through west Lake County for the following reasons:

(1) the existing rail line truly has a difficult time operating “as is" and adding an
extension will not only prejudicially boost heft to the already wealthy west Lake
County residents and its established businesses, but, of concern to me, the
South Shore north Lake County train would operate detrimentally to its present
loyal ridership through probably a reduction in service via number of trains run,
further on-time performance issues due to train management's divided interest
with another line, etcetera;

(2) if any kind of extension is planned and if any tax dollars are used for said
extension, then we need a line that runs diagonally through the County to serve
fairly and equally ALL of our residents (yes, let's be honest here, even us "poor
folk™);

(3) Chicago has a wonderful transportation system with buses and our County
has no extensive bus service set up to alleviate already congested roads and to
provide service to the overall population;

{4) ideally, we should have high-speed rail because the commute to Chicago is
too long, way too long (that rail can also link us to Lafayette/Indianapolis);

(5) people should quit saying the west extension will provide jobs and
businesses. How so? Businesses and jobs already exist there . . . how about
developing the rest of the County? By the way, contrary to what those in Lake
County who have never worked a day in Chicago are saying, the jobs there and
the lifestyle given up to commute there are NOT the nirvana they make it out to
be. (And, believe me, | am saying this and speaking of this from years of
experience!)

(6) to garner support for a new rail extension, we're also constantly told that the
rail extension will entice business; well, if that's the case, then why haven't we
seen any marked jobs or business “development” along the present line?

| wholeheartedly agree with Hammond Mayor Thomas McDermott Il in
calling for a referendum on this very (much too) important issue.

|
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Bottom line for all decision-makers within Lake County: Think this through
thoroughly before committing hard eamed and hard-to-come-by tax dollars. Don't just
automatically jump on the bandwagon and buy into the in-our-face hype and
unsubstantiated claims spewed forth by the extension proponents. (I have never liked
Visclosky's “tax and spend” attitude and cautioned him one time about this when he was
campaigning at the East Chicago train station. If citizens even think federal dollars
come free and that we have to grab our share just because that's what everyone else
does and seems to think, then we need to think again. Seriously. Our country is largely
in the shape it's in because of our unfortunate “build a bridge to nowhere” stance.

Hella! Tax dollars are not free. We taxpayers always foot the bill.)

Lake County needs its dollars for better roads; a second-to-none bus service that
takes residents everywhere with no problem and that the County can boast about [don't
put the rail (cart) before the horse (bus service)]; diagonally-run rail (preferably high
speed); the gentrification of Gary (see below under “P.5.%); and to attract outside
businesses and residents — a program that keeps crime down (all police departments in
the County should have a zero tolerance policy and mean business — take a page from
the Highland Police Department's playbook. Just going by traffic alone, people always
drive slowly through Highland because everyone always gets ticketed. But, hey, it
works! Though | especially mean this policing should be employed when it comes to
hard-core crime in our area. And less crime means less dollars have to be allocated fo
fund police departments.). Last, we need our dollars to maintain and keep Lake County
clean along with employing some aesthetics (that is, in the form of planting a plethora of
beautiful trees and flowers throughout the County so people will actually want to live
and visit here),

Yes, let's make a pact to be DIFFERENT than the rest of the U.S. Let's be, and
be known as, the most beautiful County in the country to attract tourists who want to
visit here, residents who want to live (and stay) here, and architecturally attractive
businesses that will exude a fresh, positive, rooted downhome Americana ambiance
and that will WANT to operate here, in this County, and, thus, attract jobs! We can do it
We just have to not be stupid, but have the wherewithal to stick together and use our
limited taxes wisely!

Thank you for listening.

Marybeth Yokovich
(formerly from Hammond; now in Merrillville)

P.S.: We have to address the elephant in the room. We MUST not neglect, but we
must do something about Gary. Like it or not, Mayor Karen (and God be with you and
bless your heart for taking on this enormous task), we must face facts: The City is a
thorn in the County's side but was not at one time, should not be now, and so doesn't
HAVE to be. It is large, it is poor, it is crime-ridden, people don't want to go near it, the
steel mills do not appear to be coming back to their glory days, and | have racked my
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brain out wondering what can be done about the situation. | wish | could come up with
some solutions to offer you, but, to be honest, “I got nothin"." (Sigh.) No ideas
whatsoever. I'm drawing a blank! The best | could come up with would be to study
what other cities in other parts of the U.S., or even what cities in other countries might
have done, to turn things around. What | WILL not hesitate to say, though, is that I
believe a course should be taught in schools on how to appropriately raise children in
the home. no matter the economic circumstances, as that seems 1o be where many
problems start. Because harsh discipline through violence models and unwittingly only
begets more violence, and that, in large part, contributes to crime.

ce:. To everyone | can find addresses for including NICTD, local legislators, police
departments, The Times, etcetera
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November 2, 2014

NICTD West Lake Corridor Project
33 East U. S. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Dear NICTD:

| urge support for the extension of the South Shore train thru Hammond, Munster
and eventually to Lowell. Population growth and economic growth in Northwest Indiana
in the future will be to the south.

Extension of the South Shore is important to people who are not able to drive. | have
been partially-sighted all of my life, and | am now retired. | moved to Munster last year
for several reasons. Previously, | had always lived near public transportation so that |
could be independent. Northwest Indiana has had difficulty maintaining a viable
regional public transit system. But Northwast Indiana does have the South Shore train
which can take people to Chicago. | would like to use it more easily to attend cultural
events, dine, and attend educational events.

F'dur the people of Hammond, stations should be built in downtown Hammond and/or
1737 8t

Sincerely,

48 :
Patricia A. Karpinski

8220 Harrison Ave. #404
Munster, IN 46321-1642
Pkarpi4150@aol.com

Phone: 219/836-2117

I\
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) 505 '\il:n'th Carmﬂ Avenue B -
1219 B74-9000 Michigan Cﬂ?. Indlana 46360 Fax {219 879-3754

Andrew C. Fox

- November 3, 2014

Mr. lohn M. Parsons

NICTD
33 Fast US Highway 12 NOV U 200
Chesterton, IN 46304 N I C T 0

Re: Comments for NICTD West Lake Corridor
Dear Mr. Parsons:

The Chicago South Shore & South Bend Railroad (also known as “South Shore Freight” or “C557) has the
exclusive freight rail franchise over rail line owned and/or operated by NICTD from Kensington to South
Bend. €SS’ major freight classification yard is located in the Village of Burnham, between NICTD's
Hammond and Hegewlsch stations. An affitiate of €55, lllinois-Indiana Development Comgpany ("HDC"),
owns the joint NICTD/CSS right of way between the lllinois-Indiana state line and a junction with Metra
at 115" Street, Kensington, in the city of Chicago. A diverse array of Industrial customers depend on
reliable c&Sfreuht service, Fndudlngﬂlﬁtﬂ Amelnrlﬂ‘ﬂal andm Pormf IIInnk

1 g 4 " 1 %
CS5 has reviewed the aitema:we routes for the WE'ST. Lakf cnrndnr helng, :unsndered helween
downtown Hammeond and a connection with Metra at Kensington. Clearly the superior route is to utilize
the former Michigan Central (MC) route between Hammond and Kensington, which Is shown in Yellow
on the project map. That route has a number of advantages over the alternate, which connects with

MICTD in the vicinity of Hegewisch station.

1) The MC route has superior curvature and is somewhat shorter than the Hegewisch route. This
will allow for higher speeds and shorter travel times to Chicago from West Lake Stations. The
Hegewisch route invalves a torturous elevated triple *5” Curve between downtown Hammond
and the state line.

2) The Hegewisch route involves merging 12 West Lake daily trains into the paths of existing NICTD
trains. Delays to either NICTD or West Lake trains elsewhere on their runs will have a ripple
effect on other NICTD and West Lake trains as they have to find new “slots"” in which to run, By
using the MC route, West lake trains will be in position to operate directly to a junction with
Metra and take their slots on Metra without interference to or from other NICTD trains. Service
reliability on both lines will suffer if the Hegewisch route is used.

3} The MC route Is a darmant freight route, whereas the NICTD route hosts numerous freight
trains. West Lake trains by using the MC route can avoid all freight train [nterference between

' Hammond and Kensington with a corresponding positive effect on schedule reliability,
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4) The Hegewisch route involves 3 railroad crossing at grade with Norfolk Southern Railroad
adjacent to Burnham Ave. This Is another source of delay that current NICTD trains must
contend with but which, by using the MC route, West Lake trains can avoid.

5} The Hegewisch route involves introducing 12 more daily trains across the extremely busy
Burnham Ave road/rail crossing at the Brainard Ave intersection, which is already crossed by
NICTD, €SS, Norfolk Southern and CSXT. By contrast, the MC route has three comparatively
lightly used road crossings, none which is utilized by any other railroad. Overall traffic
circulation, vehicular safety and rail safety would be enhanced by using the MC route, espacially
if existing lightly used crossings are gliminated or improved.

For these and ather reasons, we strongly urge that the MC route be designated the preferred route
between Hammond and the Metra connection.

Very Truly Yours, .

AT

V/

4= WEST LAKE CORRIDOR
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Robert Ochi

= T = ———
To Roben Ochi (Robent@raigroup net)
Saibrject: West Lake Extension

Horthern Indiana Commiuter Transportation District (MICTD) West Lake Comidor Expansion Project

Reference Documents:
*  MICTD 20 Year Strategic Business Plan = Executive Summary May 3004 as prepared by URS Corporation
= MICTD West Lake Corridor Study March 2011 report prepaned by STV [information gathered in } phases [Prase |
2005 1o 2006 and Phase 11- 2007-2005)

Tatal Estimated Capital Cost for the West Lake Expansion is $571.0 milliente Dyer, Lecal/State funding will be $285.5
millign

Toital Estimated Capital Cost for Sauth Shore Baseling is 54921.7 milion, Lol State funding is $357.5 million

Total Extimated Capital Cost for Market Expansion [Gary Station improvements) is 538 million, Local/State funding is
%19 million

Total Estirnated Capital Cost for 2005-2033 Programs/project is $662 million of Local/State funding. Total Project Cost
5 51,162.000,000 §1.16 Billian)

1. Peryour 113 rEH Wﬂtsrt EumHs Plan SUmnurv can '.n:u.i p{wﬁﬂﬂ some aﬂdiﬂmal details to the estimated
1,984 jobs the West Lake Extensaon project and South Shose capita improsement projects are projected to be
aifded to the NWI economy? What perceniage are construction/praject related 7 What percentage of the 1,584
fobs will be permanent jobs? And of the permeant Sobs, what typeof jobs are they projected to be? Senvice
ariented, Piofessionalfwhite collar, Technology based, Communications?

1. Per your 20yesr Strategic Business Plan Summary, Can you furthes define or expand on the statement,
“Effickencies are projected to generate $2.5 billon in Economic output and 51.3 biilkon in gross regional
product.” What varlables were used as a baseling for this astumed Market Study?

3. What agreements or Memarandums of Understanding are in placewith METRA in regards to Infrastructure
upgrades, track expansion and platform modifications at Millennium Station? Are they pant of the current Draft
Ervirgnmaertal impact Study, A% what phase in the process will thisbe confirmedy

4. With respect to the TOD, Whare doss NICTD see the Best laeatian of the propased new Statlons to fully mesi
the expectations of & economically supporting TOD(Transit Oriented Development). Does NICTD foresee the
stations in Hammaond, East Chicago or Gary a5 a viable [TOD)

5. Hai the prévious studies demonstrated the need for express trains from Dyer to Milenniom Station? b it
Feasale or sean nealistic with the restriction of the METRA rad g

& Regarding the NICTD West Lake Corridor Study March 2011 report, of the estimated 5,600 people riding the
West Lake t-ains, how mary of those are new riders and how many aré existing rider that ane currently driving
o the existing ations? How did you study derive at this 5,600 number.

1. What type of contingencies are in phace in the current estimated cost for market changes, eeniranmental Bswes,
eicalation and site conditions?

Robert ¥. Dchi

43 Highland Smel
Hammond Indana 46120
D (3127285022

0 [3125-726-7505
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Automated Telephone Comments
Automated Project Phone Number: (219) 250-2920

The following messages were received via voicemail during the scoping period. Callers were
not required to identify themselves or provide contact information.

DATE

CALLER

MESSAGE

1. | 10/15/14

John

Will you shut down the Gary station to
accommodate the expansion?

2. |10/29/14

Not Provided

I am strongly again this project. It will
only benefit a small percentage of this
community. The cost of the project is
too large and the benefit too small. |
will vote against any politician that
supports this.

3. | 10/29/14

Cynthia Robbins
2942 Wells St.
Lake Station, IN
219-963-3591

I am vehemently opposed to this
project. It will overtax and overburden
an area already suffering from
everything. This is poor decision
making. You are being dishonest with
us. This will be a cargo train not a
passenger train. Nix it.

4. | 10/29/14

Not Provided

| am strongly against the project. It will
only benefit a small percent of this
community. | live near the South Shore
in Hammond. It only gives us a large
parking lot and traffic. There isno
development at any of the South Shore
stations. Put money to projects that
will benefit a larger number of people.

5. |10/31/14

Not Provided

You need to focus on the current line to
South Bend. You need to close the
Gary Airport Connect, put two line to
Michigan City, put fences up to keep
the kids out and raise all platforms.
This will keep people moving and
increase ridership. If you dilute your
base, you will reduce your ridership.
This is a stupid idea. You could
collapse the entire system.

6. |11/6/14

Not Provided

| am speaking for the extension. |
favor expanding the South Shore Line.
I live in Munster, Indiana and that's my
message.

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE GORRIDOR
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DATE CALLER MESSAGE

7. 11/6/14 Not Provided I live in Dyer, Indiana and I think this is
a waste of money. | am firmly against
it.

8. |11/6/14 Not Provided I live in Munster. | really hope that the
South Shore extension goes into effect.
It is vital. We need it to get to Chicago.
I go back and forth to my doctor’s
appointments.

9. |11/6/14 Marie Wistner I am a senior and | think we should get

(219) 864-1922 extended transportation, at least to

Dyer.

10. | 11/9/14 Stan Hendricks Requested speaker for Schererville

(219) 865-2373

Rotary.

|

(Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDGR

Page D-80

March 2015




l .
NICD Scoping Summary Report

NICTD PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING
PUBLIC TESTIMONY
CENTER FOR WVISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
MUNSTER, IN
OCTOBER 28, 2014

6:30-8:30 p:m.

VEEBATIM TRANSCRIPTION SERVICES
PROVIDED BY:

VOICE TO PRINT CAPTIONING, LLC
9800 Connecticut Drive

Crown Point, IN 46307

23=5358

wn

g66-
www.volcetoprint.com

kathy.cort@volcetoprint.com
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>> MATTIE McCORMICEK: Good evening, I've got to project
because the mic is out. Can everybody hear me in the back
of the room? 2l1ll right. Welcome to the Westlake Corridor

Project Public Scoping Meeting. I am Mattie McCormick. I am
the Public and Agency Coordination ILead for the project. On
behalf of our team, we appreciate your coming out tonight.
We understand that your being here is a measure of your
civic commitment and your interest in what happens in this
project corridor regarding transportation, so kudos to you
for the commitment to be here.

Our objective tonight is to share information with you
about this project. This is the beginning of the Public
Scoping pericd. We also want to share with you that
tonight's agenda is to give you a fixed presentation via
PowerPoint from the project leader, Lisa Ives, from AECOM.
And that will then be followed with an informal Open House
where we will have our technical team in place by the boards
in the back that you have an opportunity to wview. And they
will be there to give you additional information, to answer
questions, and to also explain this whole environmental
process, the purpose, our objectives, and to give us a

chance to do the best.
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50 with that said, I alsoc want to take a minute -- and
I promise it's just one minute —-- and to introduce some
special guests that are with us this evening.

quickly. No

.,

I'm going to ask them just to stan
remarks. MNo ceremony. But we just want to recognize them.
Councilman Markovich from the City of Hammond. Would you
stand and stay standing? Councilman Simonetto from the Town
of Munster. Elizabeth Johnson, who is Director of Projects
and Planning from Congressman Visclosky's office. Liz, raise
your hand. Okay. We also have Christine Cid, Councilwoman
from Lake County. Christine, would you stand? Now, if I'wve
omitted anyone, now's your chance to stand, if I'wve done
that correctly.

Let me also share with you that we have second day on
the job -- do you remember when you had a second day on the
job, what it was like? We have Mike Nolan, who is the new
General Manager for NICTD. Mike?

Now, let's give everybody a round of applause.

[RZpplause.]

Okay. Now, we are now going to have remarks from --
excuse me for my veoice, it's been a long day —-- but we're

all going to have remarks from Sherri Ziller, who is the

‘TT’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page D-83 March 2015
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Page 4 of 34

Chief Operating Manager from the Regional Development
Authority, which is key funder for the project. Sherri
will, in turn, introduce John Parsons, who is the Marketing
and Planning Director for NICTD. 2nd that will take us into
the presentation. After the presentation, we will
immediately adjourn to an informal setting where the team
will be in place, and that will allow you to have more
direct interaction and ask any guestions that you may have.

Okay. Now, Sherri.

>> SHERRI ZILLER: Thank you very much, Mattie. I hope
everyone can hear me. I was expecting a microphone, but if
you can't hear me, Jjust yell for me to speak up and I will
do that.

Good evening, everyone. Like Mattie said, Sherri

Ziller, Chief Operating Officer at the Northwest Indiana

Regional Development Authority. I'll make my remarks brief
because Mattie asked me so kindly to do so. We have a lot

to cover tonight. But I do want to thank you all for coming

out tonight and for your continued interest in the Westlake

The RDA is thrilled to be a Project Partner on the

Westlake Corridor Extension Project and not just in the
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financial sense but also in the economic development
potential for this project. We have increased ridership,
job creation, greater connectivity to Chicago, more
development potential along the current line and the
proposed line, and those are just a few of the big project
benefits that this project will bring to Northwest Indiana
and to the State of Indiana as a whole.

So I do want to thank you all for sharing a few hours
with us, listening to our presentation. And we do look
forward to hearing from you a little bit later on tonight.

And with that, now it's my pleasure to introduce John
Parsons. He's with NICTD. He will also make a few remarks
and then he will get into the presentation part of the
program. So thank you and enjoy your evening.

>> JOHN PRRSONS: Again, thank you for showing up this
evening. Again, my name is John Parsons. Why did we ask
you to come out tonight? We're actually starting the
Environmental Review Process this evening. The comment
process actually started on Cctober 13th and will conclude
on November 1lth. Lisa will get into a little of that in
her presentaticn. But the whole idea behind this

Environmental Scoping Process is to share information and
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seek input from members of the public.

We also had a meeting earlier today with the Federal
agencies and State agencies that are also interested in this
project as participating agencies. 2And we'll also be
defining how you can be involwed in this process.

The Westlake Corridor, as you know, living in this
region, has been studied, has been examined for many vears.
We actually own the right of way -- the Northern Northern
Indiana Commuter Transportation District, with the Town of
Munster and the City of Hammond, we actually own the right
of way that was abandoned by the CsSX years ago. We
purchased that property -- thank you -- that makes a big
difference. wWe purchased the property in 1993, We own the
right of way.

Therese have been numercus studies done on the
feasibility of expanding commuter rail to Valparaiso, to
Lowell. We basically resolved this with thes 2011 study that
recommended a first phase to Munster/Dyer along the Monon
corridor that would also include, then, operating on the
CSX alignment south of 45th Street in Munster.

We also just completed a major strategic business plan

for the commuter district that, jointly with the RDA, that
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includes the Westlake Corridor expansion as a component of
our 20-year business plan.

End we began this review process, hired AECOM esarlier
this spring. They've been gearing up, examining alternative
alignments. BAnd we actually started the detailed work on
the environmental issues beginning in September.

I would be remiss if I didn't mention that we have a
Federal partner in this, and it's the Federal Transi
Bdministration. They're the Federal lead agency. We're the
local lead agency. And as I mentioned before, the Regional
Development Authority is a major, major sponsor and fuonder
of this study, as well as our original strategic business
plan.

and with that short introduction, I wanted to pass it
on to Lisa Ives. Lisa will handle the detailed information
with respect to the project and the NEPR project.

>> MATTIE McCORMICK: Before lLisa begins, if you're
sitting next to an empty seat, I want you to raise your
hand. Ewverybody that's in the back standing, if you're
looking for a seat, now's the time to take it come on. Come
on. It's okay. Come on.

>> LISA IVES: Thank you, John. Thank you, Mattie., I'm
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glad the microphone is back, although I've never been
accused of being too guiet. Again, my name is Lisa Ives,
and I just want to thank you all for being here this
evening.

To pick up where John left off, again, because NICTD is
looking to seek Federal funding for this project, they must
comply with what's called the Nationazl Envirconmental Policy
BAct, what we call NEPA. We like to think of NEPA as an
umbrella, as shown here, where it requires you to loock at a
multitude of different environmental regulations and Acts
covering a full gamut of environmental resources, as shown
here.

That information and analysis then culminates in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement document that we're
actually going to be preparing. BAnd this slide shows you
the key steps that are involved in the preparation of this
Draft EIS document. First or foremost of why we're here
today with project scoping, where we're going to be asking
for your input into this process and project as we're
getting started.

From there, once we've gotten your input from the

public, az John mentions, we also met with the Agencies to
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get their input and guidance. Then we start to assess the
impact of the project. &And we have to look at everything
from transportation, social considerations, as well as the
natural environment -- or bugs and bunnies, as we like to
call it. &and once we've assessed the impact of the

projects, that, then, culminates and feeds intc this Draft

EIS document that we are preparing. 2and you'll have another

opportunity to review and comment on the project at that
time, when we've actually completsd that draft documsnt.

But, again, we're right here. We're just getting
started, which is shown on this next slide where we look a
the owverall EIS process. And, again, we are right here
getting started with this scoping process where we're
seeking your input.

Once we get your input, again, we prepare the Draft
EIS document. 2As I mentioned, you'll have another

opportunity to comment on the project and the process at

that time. And once we get your comments, we actually have

to respond to them. And the responses to those comments
then feed into a final EIS document. 2And then this proces
that we're going through is complete once the Federal

Transit Administration issues what's called a Record of

t

3
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Decision.

Since we do have the FTR here, I should acknowledge the
fact that FTR is working wvery hard to streamline this
process so it can go guicker. BAnd they're actually looking
at combining the steps of the Final EIS and Record of
Decision into one step. But, again, once you get that
Record of Decision by the Federal, your environmental
process 1s done.

But, again, we're right here, just getting started.

S0 why are we here? BAnd what is scoping? Again, it's
the first step in this Environmental Review Process. It
allows for the early coordination and outreach, not only
with you, the public, but also with the agencies to get your
input and feedback. It allows NICTD to notify you, the
public, and the Agency., to say, hey, we're starting this
Environmental Review Process. We're going to be preparin
this EEIS document, and we want your input and involvement
as we start this process.

And that input that we get from you will help us to
guide the focus and content of what we put into this
document. It tells us whers to focus our analysis, becauses

many of you probably in this room live here. You probably
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work here. Again, you guys know best your communities. And
it's that feedback that tells us where we should be focusing
our analysis as we prepare this Environmental Impact
Statement. A&And there's three main things that we want your
feedback on, as shown here. We want your feedback on the
purpose and need of the project.

We want your feedback on the project itself and any of
the design options that we're considering. &And we alsc want

our feedback on what are the key environmental issues or
other concerns that you may have regarding this project.

In the next few slides that I get into, we'll get into
each of these areas, first starting with purpose and needs
of the project. What is it?

Oone of the primary purposes for this project is to
serve high growth areas in Lake County. If you look at
Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, and even some of the
communities along the lake shore, they've actually had
population declines over the last 10 years. But in Lake
County, there's actually been substantial increases in
communities like Munster, like St. John where they've seen
substantial increases over the last 10 years. So this

project will help serve those high growth areas.
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Some of you in the audience who may live here, you may
already commute to Chicago. So this project would give you
a more convenient connection to Chicago. BAnd it gives you
an alternative to driving your car every day. &nd, in turn,
it can also help to lower your commute times and costs.
for those of you who actually may drive to

Because, again,

Chicago today, even if you're going to a show in Chicago or

going shopping, you have the costs for gas, you have the

costs to maintain your vehicle, and the kicker is the
it's higher than many cities
around the entire country. So this project would lower the
commute costs.

It would also serve to increase NICTD system ridership
the ridership has been
So with this expansion of their service

coverage, it would help to increase their system ridership.

But that would not only benefit Chicago and NICTD, but

h

would also serve to benefit here in Lake County by

i
I

o

generating economic development potential, particularly

arcund the areas;

and if you can get the development

around the station area, it can also help to create jobs

right here County.
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Znd with the economic development potential of local
job creation, the project is also intending to attract and
retain younger families, because what we're finding in terms
of the population demographics here, that you're actually
having an aging population in Lake County where the younger
families are moving out. So with the added economic
development, the local jobs and a more convenient connection
to downtown Chicago, this project again would retain the
younger families but also provide a wvalued transportation
asset for the entire Northwest Indiana.

So what are we studying? Just to orient you. RAgain,
vyou can see Lake Michigan here. You can see NICTD's
existing South Shore line that runs all the way into
downtown Chicagoc at the Millennium Station. We also have
all these lines in purple, which are Metra's commuter rail
line. You can see the Indiana/Illinois state line here.
And you can see, the southern branch extension of NICTD's
service, that would run parallel to the Illincis/Indiana
state line.

But NEPA actually reguires us to lock at a no build
alternative or a do-nothing. And then we use that as the

basis to actually compare to the project of what we're
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calling a Commuter Rail Alternative.

2And this next slide shows you that Commutsr Rail
Alternative in more detail. 2And, actually, if you guys
picked up a FAQ sheet when you checked in, the back of it

ctually has the copy of this map. Just to kind of walk you
through that, orient you, you can see Lake Michigan up at
the top here, in orange is NICTD's existing South Shore
line. Here's Metra's commuter rail line. BAgain, thoss hesad
on up inte Chicago today.

Bnd this would be a southern branch sxtension here,
again paralleling the Indiana/Illinois state line. It would
be about a 9-mile extension between Dyer and Hammond. We do
have a flyover to the existing South Shore service. We'rs
looking at running about 12 trains a day, so you'd have six
trains heading out and six trains heading back. We're
looking at four main stations. You can see one,
Munster/Dyer area here on the border; one here in Munster
between Fisher and 45*®; one in South Hammond; and another
in Downtown Hammond.

The project would alsoc need a facility to store and
maintain the wehicles. And, as well, we may have to

implement improvemsnts to the Metra line becauss not only
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again are we implementing and integrating with the South
Shore line, we're also going to eventually run on the Metra
tracks that head on up into Chicago and the Millennium
Station up there, so we may have to make some improvements
to their system and particularly to the Millennium Station
to make sure that, frankly., all the trains can fit and
operate on those tracks.

We are loocking at some options for the alignment.

We're looking at a possible extension south of 5t. John that
would terminate at U.S5. 41. We're also looking at another
route aligmnment option that would extend through Calumet
City, Burnham, on into South Chicago and head up to Downtown
Chicago that way.

We have some optional stations that we're considering.
Again, if it went all the way to downtown St. John, you
would have a station there at U.5. £41. There's an existing
Dyer Amtrak station, so we're looking at potentially using
that station. We have one just down the street here in
Munster at Ridge Road and then we have another one in
Hammond.

We also have some options for the maintenance facility.

Again, we just need one, but we're loocking at and evaluatin
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three potential sites. One would be in South Hammond just
south of 173", just north of the freeway there. We have
one on the border of Munster/Dyer at a future Main Street
extension, or near Sheffield; and, again, if it went all the
way to S5t. John, there's a potential maintenance facility
site that we're considering down there.

These next few slides give you some examples of what
this system could leocock like. BAnd, again, socme of you in the
audience may take NICTD today. You may ride Mstra or even

Amtrak. BSo it's a commuter rail service that's wvery similar

For the stations, you're going to have some sort of
boarding platforms where passengers would getr on and board
the train. You'd also have some sort of building or
shelters where people could wait for the train.

And then, as well, we're probably going to need some
parking at these stations because the majority of passengers
are going to probably drive to the station. Once they get
on the train, they are in for the long haul heading all the
way up to Chicago.

This slide shows you what the maintenance facility

-

could look like. This is an example of existing facilities
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with Metra as well as NICTD's maintenance facility. If
you're going to need a shop building, or basically a
building where you pull the trains in and then they're
maintained in this building, but you also need an area where
you can store the trains overnight. If you look at this
photo in the top left, this is an example of an existing
Metra storage yard. This picture here is about probably
twice the size of what we're thinking of that we would need
here in Westlake. But we just really wanted to show you
what is needed in terms of storage tracks. You'd have these
long linear tracks where you would bring the trains in to
store them overnight.

This next slide shows you what the wvehicle could look
like. &And, again, we're looking at various options. 2&nd,
again, if you've ridden Metra or NICTD, we're looking at
that sort of train where we're looking at like a diesel
locomotive here shown in the top left where it then pulls
the rail cars. We also are looking at a potential electric
system, again similar to what NICTD operates today. You can
see the overnight wire that feeds electricity into the
train. And then there's actually & combined diesel-slectric

locomotive, this example here, Montreal, where it can run in
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diesel and also can be electrifying. You can see ths
overhead wires that fed into the wehicle here.

So what are the key environmental issues that we're
considering as part of this process? BRgain, NEPA reguires
us to look at the full gamut and full rangs of environmental
considerations. And we've already had meetings with the
Agencies earlier today. 2nd we met even a few weeks ago.
And we've gotten some initial feedback from them, done some
early field work.

But this is where you guys can really come into play.
too, becauses, again, many of you lived here in these
communities or work here in these communities. And you guys
know best of what's out there, what may affect you, both

good and kad, in terms of this project. So this is wher

i
=

think you can give us some good feedback of what your key
issues and environmental considerations are.

But what we found in having some early conversations as
well as doing some early field work, we found that there's a
little bit of everything out there in this corridor. 2nd
we've seen things like community facilities. There's some
churches along the rail line. There are some schools along

the rail lines. We found scme parks adjacent to it as well
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as some trails. 2&nd there's existing Monan trail there.
We'wve seen that there's a few river crossings that we're
going to have to go over, associated floodplains an
wetlands with that. B&And we sven have potential maintenance
facility site that is actually farmland today.

S0 what are the next steps in this EIS process that
we're going through? BAgain, we are right here in this
scoping period. And, again, once we get your input from the
public, from the Agencies, then we go and do our work. We
go and assess the impacts of the project. &and this, again,
culminates in the EIS document that we will be preparing
over the next year. A year from now, next Fall, we'll be
coming back to you with the more detailed information on the
project.

S0 how does that fit within the overall project
schedule? There's a lot shown on this slide. &And I'm not
going to get into it with you in detail. But we just did
want to mention again becauss NICTD is considering potential
Federal funding for this project, not only are we reguired
to go through this Environmental Review Process, we're also
considering going through what's called FTA's New Starts

process. BAnd it's a very competitive process that allocates
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potential Federal funding to other projects throughout the
entire country.

So the slide actually shows what the steps are to
actually go through and get evaluated by the FTA through
this New Starts process. But just to kind of highlight
again where we are now, which is required of New Starts, is
the preparation of this Environmental Impact Statement.

&nd, again, about a year from now, next Fall of 2015,
we'll be coming back to vou with this Draft Environmental
Impact Statement document. And once we're done, once we'res
completed with the Environmental Tmpact Statement, the plan
can then advance into more detailed design, engineering,
construction, vehicle acguisition. You sees all the way
through to the end, NICTD is targeting project startup in
the year 2023.

So how can you participate? I'm actually going to turn
it back to Mattie at this point to talk about how you can
give your feedback, not only here today, but also additional
opportunities in the future. So, again, thank you,
everyone.

»>> MATTIE McCOBMICEK: Thank you, Lisa. And before I get

into the “how you can participate” slide, I want to
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acknowledge an individual who is very important to this
corridor and wvery important in terms of the District that he
represents, Bill Emerson, S5r., Councilman, Fourth Districe,
City of Hammond. Bill is in the back, everybody. There's
8111, Thanks, Bill, for coming out tonight.

Now, let me say this. Today's scoping meeting, we have
these display boards in the back. We're going to have our
technical team. 2nd, team, would you move to the boards
where you need to be assigned as I'm intreoducing you? Thank
you.

We have Christy Haven, an Environmental Task Lead.
Christy is going to be talking about the environmental
component of the project.

We have Gary Foyle. Gary, hold your hand up. Gary,
hold your hand up. He's the deputy project manager. He is
the rail expert. 5o he'll be there and he'll be against the
map s0 he can talk to you about that specifically.

We also have going to have John Parsons, who is the
Marketing and Planning Director for NICTD. John is going to
get in the center there.

End we also have Joe Cmkovich, and Joe is the Grants

Manager of the DB office for NICTD. &nd he is a rail

;‘Tr’msmuseonmnnn Page D-101 March 2015
|



Scoping Summary Report

Page 22 of 34

historian from, you know, way before God began.

[Laughter]

So Joe is here. He's going to give us a lot of depth,
as well.

And we have lLisa, who is the Projesct Manager, my boss.
Lisa's going to be talking about the purpose and need for
the project.

The technical team is now in place. This is your
opportunity to go to the boards where you have questions,
where you want more feedback, more input. This is when I
open it. I said we listen well. This is the chance for us
to show you that we do and also to receive vour guestions.

NMow, the project website is available for you to submit
any online comments. The email is available, as well. We
have an automated phone line. Also, you can mail it in.

and if you want your comment received for the scoping
period -—— now we're going to receive it throughout to the
end of the project -- but for the scoping period, we do need
to have that by November 11th to be received by.

Okay. That said, we're now going to adjourn. Jochn
is —— and the Court Reporter, Kathy Cortopassi, is herse to

take your wverbal comments. BAnd that will be transcribed and
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT OF PERRY STABLER

>> PERRY STABLER: My name is Perry Stabler, phone
number 219-845-0157.

First gquestion is: Will it be a freight line? Used as
a freight line, too?

Second question is: It's supposed to be half. Pete,
300 local, municipalities 300 million. A&and Pete's for the
Ways and Means Committee, but it seemed up to 480 million
that we're going to give, and he's only going to bring back
120 million.

My last qgquestion is: If Griffith is only going to get
13,000 out of the 133, Cedar lake opted ocut, and New Chicago
opted out, why is he still pursuing this? Why is Pete
Visclosky still pursuing this? Because he has to have all
the players. B&End three have already opted out. Aand what
does he think of the Mayor Tom and the referendum? Mayor
Tom wants it to go for referendum. What do they think about
that? This is a democratic process.

I'm against it because there's no reason for it because
jobs in Chicago have dropped. 2&nd there's more betrter

things to do with the CEDIT money. So, like, fix the
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infrastructure. Gary has three fire trucks, lost their
ambulance service, school bus service, didn't have water to
the schools. Why would Mayor Karen give 5700,000 of her
CEDIT money when the City of Gary is that way? BAnd plus the
firefighters in Gary, 58%, had a fund-raiser to fix their
firehouse, and cne of the fire engines, I think it's No. 5,
is in a homeless shelter. So that's telling me Gary, they
did -- Mayor Karen offered the CEDIT money, but that's a big
question. Why would you take CEDIT money when a place like
Gary is completely broke and only has 48-1/2 percent of
their property tax?

When it goes past Munster and Dyer, that's the big
question. Will there be a road tax? Because the first
600 million is up to Munster and Dyer; after that, the NICTD
l1ink on Page 18 says there will be a wheel tax or gas Tax or
some kind of tax to extend it farther because it's a billion
dollars. So it would be 1.6 billion. It's 600 million up
to Munster/Dyer, but after that Munster/Dyer, will there be

a tax? There has to be.

[END OF PERRY STABLER’S STATEMENT.]
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT OF JASON HAWEINS

>>»> JASON HAWKINS: Jason Hawkins, email
jdigzfoutlook.com.

My main concern —— I have several concerns. I'm
concerned about the -- if it's going to be the electrical or
the diesel. The electrical wire is kind of running the way
the rail would go along the Monan trail in Hammond. I'm a
Hammond resident. &And I have two small children, ages 5 and
6. And we're locking at eventually, well, starting next
summer and every summer we can, using that bike trail that
it runs along. And I'm concerned about electrical lines
running along -- and tracks, in general, that trains will
run on -- next to that bike trail there.

Also, I'm wondering if there will be freight. I'm
concerned about freight trains traffic on the tracks that
they're going to use.

I also think that the project is not necessary because
the start date of 20232, we're talking almost 10 yesars away
from now. The younger families are going to already be
moved out by then that they're seeking to keep here. I

think the people that will really benefit are the people
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that already are entrenched south of Route 30 -- I'm sorry,
45th Avenue. And they have a secondary option, and that's
the new Illiana Expressway that's going to be built. They
will hawve secondary options if they don't want to come up to
Hammond or East Chicago to catch the South Shore.

Also, I don't feel that Hammond should bear the brunt
of such a cost that they are being asked to provide for the
project. I feel personally that with the luxury it would
afford the residents south of 45, like Dyer, Munster, St.
John, et cetera, that they shonld —— their communities
should shoulder the lump of that money. 1I'm not opposed to
Hammond putting some money in, but nothing near the degree

of what they're asked to pledge. That's all.

[END OF JASON HAWEINS'S STATEMENT.]
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT OF TOM & MOLLY COREY

>> TOM COREY: Tom Corey, corey6790Bcomcast.net.

The one question: Is this going to be a single line or
a double line?

And the area that's being affected is -- or what we're
locking at is where our business is located in Dyer at the
Dyer Amtrak station. And if it's going to be a double line,
is that going to affect the businesses that sit alongside

that Amtrak line? Will eminent domain be an issus

L%

>> MOLLY COREY: We just bought the business. And we
were trying to decide to buy the building. &nd now I don't
know what to do if we have eminent domain issues.

>> TOM COREY: T like the idea that we are having this
opportunity to bring financial means into our community.
It's just we're looking for more information as to the
impact it's going to have on local businesses, positive and

segative.

Would the parking be inwvolved through Amtrak, or would
that be a separate entity that would be in control of the
parking? If we purchased the building, will we get fair
market wvalue through eminent domain?

[END OF TOM & MOLLY COREY'S STATEMENT.]
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PUELIC COMMENT STATEMENT OF LINDA STEFANICH

>> LINDA STEFANICH: Email, toptownjslaocl.com.

Number 1, do we have Metra's buy-in for this? Metra
all along has said no more room for expansion. Do we have
Metra's buy-in? BAnd if so, where are we going to put the
trains when they get to downtown Chicago?

Number 2, why aren't magnetic levitation trains being
considered? They're used in Switzerland. They don't break
down. They don't run on electricity. It's all on the power
of magnets. BAnd electricity in the region can go in a
heartbeat with a severe storm or severe winds.

But I am in definite favor of this. It is wvery badly

nesded.

[END OF LINDA STEFANICH'S STATEMENT. ]
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT OF CELINA WEATHERWAX

>» CELINA WEATHERWAXK: Celina Weatherwax, 1542 Fox
Point Drive in Chesterton.

I'm here this evening in a volunteer capacity
representing the Emerging Leaders MNetwork. We are an ad hoc
group of young professionals that are strongly in favor of
extending the South Shore rail line. We ses this as an
economic opportunity for growth in the region, and we would
like to see not only this project be successful but other
transit-oriented projects so that we can continue to attract
and retain young professionals in the region.

Furthermore, we see the South Shore sxtension as a real
engine for growth in terms of giving us the ability to
commute in and out of the City of Chicago, in order to bring
our hard earned dollars back here and invest in the
communities of Lake and Porter Counties.

Please move quickly and make this happen. Thank you.

[END OF CELINA WEATHERWAX'S STATEMENT. ]
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT OF GIOVANNI SAVAGLIO

>> GIOVANNI SAVAGLIC: Giowvanni savaglio,
giovannisavagliofaol.com.

First off, I want to push for the train station in
Munster that's proposed to be located at 45th and Fisher as
opposed to Ridge Road. Two stations is fine, but I prefer
if there's only one station, that it be located in Munster
at the 45th and Fisher location.

The other thing I was thinking is that I don't know if
I could share my story, but I grew up on the south side of
Chicago in Pullman. And I went to undergraduate college at
Loyola North Side at the Rogers Park, Chicago. 2nd I took
one train -- one bus and two trains each way. It was an
hour and a half commute, three hours of commuting a day.
But because I did that, I was able to get a college degree
and still live at home.

I want to give my son an opportunity where he can
commute to good schools, good work without having to leave
his family. Because I was able to commute, I'm now a nurse
anesthetist making close to 5200,000 a year. I want the same

opportunity for my children.
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So I want the train service to Chicago, the big
economic market that it is, and not have to move away from
home for work, not have to move away from home for a school.
That was it.

Three hours commuting is a lot, but nowadays you can be
on your laptop, you can get your homework done as opposed Co
commuting, spending gas money. S0 you can actually get mors
work done and be a better student so when you get home, your
homework is done.

But I wanted to share that idea.

I just want to share with people that I've worked on
occasions in many areas in Illinois that have train stations
and transportation hubs linking themselves with Chicago.

And T'm making reference to Naperville, Hinsdale, Elmhurst,
Kenilworth. These are all thriving communities whers
families are living together and having access to
transportation to Chicago to good-paying jobs, coming back
and enjoying the gquality of life that we don't have
available here in Munster, Indiana.

We think Munster is such a great place, but we're
lacking the opportunities that people have in thriving

communities like you'we got Hinsdale, Elmhurst, Kenilworth,
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STATE OF INDIANA )
) B8
COUNTY OF LAKE )
I, Rathy A. Cortopassi, hereby certify that I was the

Court Beporter and personally provided Verbatim Transcription
Services for the NICTD Public Scoping meeting on October 28,
2014, and that I personally edi

transcript is a verbatim record of

ability.

opassi, RPR, EMR, CRR, CCP, CBC
Sworn to before me this day of

Hovember, 2014,

Notary Public
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1. INTRODUCTION

In November 2015, the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) hosted four
workshops to update the public and public officials and agencies on the West Lake Corridor
Project, as well as provide an opportunity for attendees to comment on the proposed station
locations, maintenance facility locations, layover track, and alignment. This report documents
the details of the workshops and summarizes the comments, feedback, and input received from
the agencies and public.

2. WORKSHOP OUTREACH/FORMAT

2.1 Public Officials and Agency Workshop

The Project Team held a workshop with public officials and local, state, and federal agencies on
November 9, 2015. The time, location, and number of attendees are as follows:

e Time: Monday, November 9, 2015, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
e Location: Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana
e Attendees: 26 signed in

NICTD invited the public officials and agencies listed below to attend. A copy of the invitation
letter is provided in Appendix A.

Elected Officials

Federal
e Peter Visclosky, U. S. Congressman, 1* District

Joe Donnelly, United States Senator

State

e Linda Lawson, Representative, Indiana House of e Frank Mrvan, Indiana State Senator, District 1
Representatives — District 1

¢ Rick Niemeyer, Representative, Indiana House of
Representatives — District 11

e Maria Candelaria Reardon, Representative, Indiana Hal Slager, Representative, Indiana House of
House of Representatives, —12 Representatives — District 15

e Sue Landske, Indiana State Senator, District 6

County
e Roosevelt Allen, Jr., Commissioner, Lake County

Eldon Strong, Councilman, Lake County

Town/City

City of Hammond

e Anthony Higgs, 3" District Councilman
Homero Hinojosa, 6" District Councilman
William Emerson, Councilman 4™ District
Mark Kalwinski, 1% District Councilman
Robert Markovich, Councilman at Large

Dan Spitale, Councilman at Large

Jack Uylaki, 2™ District Councilman
Janet Venecz, Councilman at Large
Thomas M. McDermott Jr., Mayor
Michael Opinker, 5™ District Councilman

Lonnie Randolph, Indiana State Senator, District 2

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page 1 January 2016
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Town of Munster

Dustin Anderson, Town Manager
John Edington, Council Member —Ward 2
Andy Koultourides, Council Member —Ward 5

Town of Dyer

Debbie Astor, Town Council Member — Ward 5
Joseph Cinko, Town Council President —Ward 1
Jeff Dekker, Town Council Member — Ward 2

Other Cities and Towns in the Project Area

Anthony Copeland, Mayor, City of East Chicago
Stanley Dobosz, Councilman, Town of Griffith

Michael Forbes, Councilman, Town of St John
Karen Freeman-Wilson, Mayor, City of Gary
Michael Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of Highland
Eugene Guernsey, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of
Merrillville

Stephanie Kuziela, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of
Chesterton

Richard Ludlow, Councilman, Town of Schneider

Ron Meer, Mayor, City of Michigan City

Randy Niemeyer, Council President, Town of Cedar
Lake

Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush, Mayor, City of
Calumet City

Federal, State, and Local Agency Officials

Federal

Andréa Martin, Environmental Protection Specialist,
Federal Railroad Administration

Paul Leffler, Chicago District Regulatory Branch,
Project Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

State

Robert Bronson, Section Chief, Indiana Department
of Natural Resources (INDNR), Division of Outdoor
Resources

John Carr, Team Leader, Historic Structures
Reviewers, INDNR, Division of Historic Preservation
and Archaeology

Rachel Leibowitz, Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer, Illinois Historic Preservation
Agency

Christie Stanifer, Environmental Coordinator,
INDNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife

Wade Tharp, Archaeologist, INDNR, Division

of Historic Preservation and Archaeology

e Dave Nellans, Council Member —Ward 4
e John Reed, Council Member —Ward 1
e Joseph Simonetto, Council Member —Ward 3

e Connee Trepton, Town Council Member —Ward 3
e Mary Tanis, Town Council Vice President —Ward 4

e Tom Schmitt, Councilman, Town of Schererville

e Greg Shook, Acting Town Administrator, Town of
Lowell

e James Simmons, Councilman ,Town of Winfield

e Brian Snedecor, Mayor, City of Hobart
e James Snyder, Mayor, City of Portage
o Keith Soderquist, Mayor, City of Lake Station

e Joseph Stahura, Mayor, City of Whiting

o Lori Reno, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of New Chicago

e Laura Sullivan, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of Beverly
Shores

e David Uran, Mayor, City of Crown Point

e Virginia Laszewski, Environmental Scientist, US
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5

o Elizabeth McCloskey, Biologist, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Northern Indiana

o Tiffany Tolbert, Director Northwest Field Office,
Indiana Landmarks

e Carl Wodrich, Director of Ecological Services,
INDNR

o Mitchell K. Zoll, Deputy State Historic Preservation
Officer, INDNR, Division of Historic Preservation
and Archaeology

e Cynthia Stacy, Special Projects Manager, Peoria
Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma

Tr’ WEST LAKE CORBIDGR Page 2
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Regional

o Randall Blankenhorn, Executive Director, Chicago e Steve Strains, Director of Planning, Northwestern
Metropolitan Agency for Planning Indiana Regional Planning Commission

e Peter Fahrenwald, Manager, Regional and Corridor e Sherri Ziller, Chief Operating Officer, Northwest
Planning, Northeastern Illinois Regional Indiana Regional Development Authority

Transportation Authority

County

¢ Bill Emerson, Jr., Surveyor, Lake County e Bruce Woods, President, Lake County Historical
Society

e Toni Preckwinkle, President, Cook County Board e John Yohan, Superintendent, Cook County

Department of Transportation and Highways
e Maria Choca Urban, Deputy Chief Administrative
Officer, Cook County Bureau of Administration

City/Town
¢ Rick Eberly, Town Administrator, Town of Dyer e Carole Morey, Chief Planning Officer, Chicago
Transit Authority
e Steve Kil, Town Manager, Town of St. John e Brian Poland, AICP, Director of City Planning, City
of Hammond
o David Kralik, Department Head/Long Range o Jeffrey Sriver, Director of Transportation Planning
Planning, Metra and Programming, Chicago Department of

Transportation
¢ Richard Lytle, Hammond Historical Society

The Project Team presented the project with slides that described the Federal environmental
process, the project, and changes that have occurred since the project Scoping Meetings were
held in October 2014. The presentation was followed by an open session for questions and
answers. In this segment of the workshop, two verbal comments were received. These were, how
the project would be funded and if freight would use the project corridor. In addition to poster
display boards in the room, participants were provided with a project fact sheet and a list of
frequently asked questions. Copies of meeting materials are provided in Appendix B and on the
Project website (http://www.nictdwestlake.com/), and copies the agency sign-in sheets are found
in Appendix C.

2.2 Public Workshops

The Project Team conducted the workshops for the public at three locations in the project
corridor. Table 2-1 lists the locations, times, and number of attendees at each workshop that
was held. Each of the locations was ADA accessible, centrally located, and provided ample
access for free parking. The workshops were intended to inform the public of the environmental
process, the proposed project, and changes to the project since the project scoping meetings
were held in October 2014.

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page 3 January 2016
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Table 2-1: Workshop Times, Locations, and Number of Attendees
Meeting Type Location Time ﬁ?trg:;égsf
. Protsman Elementary School Monday, November 9,
Public Workshop 1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, IN | 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m. 124
Washington Irving Elementary
Public Workshop School, 4727 Pine Avenue, Tuesday, November 10, 44
2015, 6 p.m. -8 p.m.
Hammond, IN
: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Thursday, November 11,
Public Workshop Jackson Avenue, Munster, IN 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m. 130

NICTD issued a press release to three study area newspapers, The Times, Post Tribune, and
Gary Crusader. NICTD also posted an announcement of the meetings on the Project’s website,
posted flyers at South Shore Line (SSL) stations, sent postcards to residents in the Project Corridor,
sent e-mail blasts to stakeholders listed in the Project database, and distributed project flyers.
Copies of the press release, newspaper advertisements, and flyer can be found in Appendix A.

To maximize outreach to corridor stakeholders, the workshops were announced on the project
website (http://www.nictdwestlake.com/), via three different e-mails to contacts on the project
database, three different e-mails to organizations that represent environmental justice
communities, and with direct phone calls to environmental justice leaders conducted at four
different time periods leading up to the workshops. The Project Team contacted the following
community and environmental justice organizations:

e Active Transportation Alliance Michigan City Housing Authority
o Baptist Ministers Michigan City Human Rights Department
e Bishop Tavis Grant Il National Association for the Advancement
e Boys and Girls Club Northwest Indiana of Colored People- Gary Chapter
o City of Gary North Central Community Action
e City of Michigan City Agencies
e Civic Leaders Northwest Indiana Baptist Association
e Deaf Services, Inc. - Tradewinds Northwest Indiana Deaf and Hard of
¢ Dyer Redevelopment Commission Hearing
e Gary Chamber of Commerce Northwest Indiana Hispanic Chamber of
e Gary Public Transportation Corporation Northwest Indiana Federation of
e Hammond Hispanic Community Interfaith
Committee e Porter County Aging and Community
e Hammond Redevelopment Commission Service
e Hoffman Street Baptist Church o Unity Foundation of LaPorte County
e Interfaith Clergy Council o Urban League of Northwest Indiana

e Vocational Rehabilitation Services of Gary

The workshop format included a formal presentation followed by an informal open house. Four
information stations provided visual display boards and maps defining the environmental
process, project overview, proposed stations and maintenance facility locations, and alignment
options under evaluation. The consultant team staffed each information area to receive attendee
guestions and provide individual responses. In addition to direct access to the project team,
attendees were provided the opportunity to submit comments on site, with the option of also
providing comments via the project website, mail to the NICTD office, email
(project.email@nictdwestlake.com), or verbally via the automated project phone line (219-250-
2920). Handouts provided to attendees included a project fact sheet and frequently asked
guestions (see Appendix B). The workshops were well attended, with 324 attendees.

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page 4 January 2016
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Those workshop attendees that indicated how they heard about the meeting provided the
following information sources:

o Newspaper 43%
o Project website 16%
e Emall 11%
o Flyer 4%

e Postcard 2%*
e Other 24%°

Newspaper story coverage was the dominant source of meeting announcement for these
attendees. NICTD issued a press release in advance of the meetings to encourage media
coverage. This would provide an opportunity to clarify project development status and to create
a channel to convey ongoing information to the public. Given the 24 percent reference to word
of mouth information exchange, which historically does not provide consistent, accurate
information, newspapers could represent an increased communication opportunity for the
project.

3. COMMENT SUMMARY

As previously stated, NICTD provided the public with multiple opportunities to submit comments.
These were offered via online submission through the Project e-mail or website online comment
section, by mail to the NICTD Project office, via the automated phone line, and through
comment cards that were provided at the workshops. In total, 16 public comments were
received through these outreach methods.

Of the 16 comments received, 15 were received onsite and one was mailed to the NICTD office.
Within this total, five were supportive of the project; seven provided input comments for planning
consideration; and four were in opposition of the project. A summary of the written comments
received follows. Those in favor of the project accept the value proposition for economic
development; those against do not. Comments on the project generally fell into the following
categories:

Economic growth

Improved linkages to jobs

Increased transportation connections
Improved access

Impacts to property values
Acquisitions and displacements

Cost value

Impacts on residential property values
Traffic in neighborhoods

Increased noise levels

Safety concerns

Comments that provided project input considerations asked about the following:

e Accommaodations for people with disabilities

' The postcard option was cited by respondents, but did not represent one of the announcement options utilized for this meeting.
2 This included word of mouth through friends and neighbors, Facebook, text, and radio.

(n) WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page 5 January 2016
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e Transfers between trains

e Coordination with Munster and Dyer to define the possible extension of Main Street west to
IL 394

e Station Design and locations

¢ Noise mitigation evaluations given increased train traffic

e Evaluations for increased traffic impacts on neighborhoods
e Maintenance Yard Location evaluation

e Property acquisition process

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page 6 January 2016
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NICD

NORTHERN INDIANA
COMMUTER TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT

33 E. US. HIGHWAY 12 « CHESTERTON, IN 46304-3514 PHONE: 219.926.5744 « FAX: 219.929.4438

October 19, 2015
Dear Pubic and Agency Officials:
RE: West Lake Corridor Project Public Workshops

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) is hosting three public workshops and
one workshop for public officials and agencies. You are invited to attend the public officials and agency
meeting that will be held Monday, November 9, 2015, 2 p.m. — 4 p.m. at the Munster Town Hall, 1005
Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 46321.

The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity for our AECOM consultants to update
attendees on project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process.
This workshop format will enable NICTD to gain a better understanding on issues and concerns through
a facilitated, interactive setting. For your reference, should your schedule permit, the public workshops
will be held:

* Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 p.m.— 8 p.m.
Protsman Elementary School
1121 Harrison Avenue
Dyer, Indiana 46311

e Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Washington Irving Elementary School
4727 Pine Avenue
Hammond, Indiana 46327

e Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. -8 p.m.
Eads Elementary School
8000 Jackson Avenue
Munster, Indiana 46321

We would appreciate hearing if you're planning on attending the public officials and agency meeting in
Munster on November 9. Please call Lisa Johnson at 219-926-5744 ext 308 or drop us a confirming note
through our project website. We look forward to seeing you on the 9™, For more information on this
project, we invite you to visit the project website, www.nictdwestlake.com.

Sincerely,

John N. Parsons
Project Manager

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page A-1 January 2016
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NICD

NORTHERN INDIANA
COMMUTER TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT

33 E. US. HIGHWAY 12 o CHESTERTON, IN 44304-3514 PHONE: 219.926.5744 « FAX: 219.929.4438

News Release For Immediate Release

The Northern Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host three public workshops for
the West Lake Corridor Project

CHESTERTON, IN... The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host
three public workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project. This project is evaluating an
extension of the South Shore Line between Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium Station
in Downtown Chicago. This expansion will more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the
Chicago area. The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update
attendees on project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation
process. The workshops will provide the opportunity for the public to ask questions about the
project and provide input to NICTD about the planning process. Workshops will be held:

* Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary School, 1121
Harrison Avenue, Dyer, Indiana 46311

e Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Washington Irving Elementary School,
4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 46327

e Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson
Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321.

Since the initiation of the environmental review process in 2014, the evaluation has moved
forward, and the project is at a pivotal stage to consider input on station and facility locations.
Additionally, the consultant team will be on-site to answer all questions. The public and
interested stakeholders are encouraged to attend.

Michael Noland, NICTD General Manager stated, “expanding economic opportunities for
Northwest Indiana is directly linked to enhancing access to Chicago. This project provides that

unique opportunity.”

For additional information on this project, visit the project website at www.nictdwestlake.com.

Media Contact:

John Parsons

Director Marketing & Planning
John.parsons@nictd.com
219-926-5744 ext 305

;‘Tr’msmxmonmnnn Page A-2 January 2016
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NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

Newspaper Meeting Announcement

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host three public
workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project. These workshops will be held Monday,
November 9, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison
Avenue, Dyer, Indiana 46311; Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m.,
Washington Irving Elementary School, 4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 46327
and Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School, 8000
Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321.

The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update attendees on
project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process.
These workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to provide input to NICTD
on project planning.

Information on the project is available at the project website, www.nictdwestlake.com.

ﬂT’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page A-3 January 2016
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NEWS & UPDATES

NICTD To Host Three Public Workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project

You are invited to mark your calendar and join us!

The Morthern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will hold three public workshops for
the West Lake Corridor Project.

The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update attendees on project status,
proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process. The workshop format will
enable attendees to gain a better understanding of the Project and to provide input on Project
planning. The workshops will be held:

1. Monday, November 8, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Protsman Elementary School
1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, Indiana 46311

2. Tuesday, Movember 10, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Washington Irving Elementary School
4727 Pine Avenue, Hammaond, Indiana 46327

3. Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Eads Elementary School
8000 Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321

For additional information regarding this project, you may visit the project website at
www.nictdwestlake.com.

NICTD
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Automated Phone: 219-250-2920
E-Mail: project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Web Site: www.nictdwestlake.com

Don't forget to add project.email@nictdwestlake.com to your address book so we'll be sure to land
in your inbox!

‘TT’ WEST LAKE CORRINOR Page A-4 January 2016
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E-Blast to EJ Community Leaders

Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host three public workshops for the West Lake
Corridor project. This project is evaluating an extension of the South Shore Line between the
Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago. This expansion will more
conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the Chicago area. The purpose of these workshops is to
provide an opportunity to update attendees on project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next
steps in the evaluation process. The workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to ask
guestions and provide input to the planning process.

Workshops will be held:

e Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary School,
1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, Indiana 46311

o Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Washington Irving Elementary School
4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 46327

e Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School
8000 Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321

As a recognized community leader, we invite you to attend and also share this meeting
announcement with your constituency. We hope that you can join us. For additional questions
or follow-up, you may contact our Public Coordinator, Matti McCormick at 317-537-2111 or via
email at: mccormickmatti@gmail.com

For additional information on this project, you may visit the project website at
www.nictdwestlake.com

TD WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page A-5 January 2016
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NEWS & UPDATES

West Lake Corridor Project Workshop for Public Officials and Agencies

You are invited to mark vour calendar and join us!

The Morthern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will hold @ West Lake Corridor
Project Workshop for Public Officials and Agencies. This workshop will be held Monday, November 9,
2 p.m. — 4 p.m. at the Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 46321.

The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update attendees on project status,
proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process. This warkshop will provide
an opportunity for attendees to ask guestions about the project and provide input to project
planning.

If vour schedule will allow, we look forward to you joining us.

In the interim, for information on the project, you may visit the project website at
www.nictdwestlake.com.

NICTD
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Automated Phone: 219-250-2920
E-Mail: project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Web Site: www.nictdwestlake.com

Don't forget to add project.email@nictdwestlake.com to your address book so we'll be sure to land
in your inbox!

(ﬂ) WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page A-6 January 2016
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PUBLIC MEETING SCHEDULE

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host
three public workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project.

(n" WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

This project is evaluating an extension of the South Shore Line between
the Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown
Chicago. This extension will more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana
to the Chicago area. The purpose of these workshops is to provide an
opportunity to update attendees on project status, proposed stations and
facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process.

These workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to ask
questions and provide input to the planning process. Workshops will be
held:

e Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary
School, 1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, Indiana 46311

e Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Washington Irving
Elementary School, 4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 46327

¢ Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. — 8 p.m., Eads Elementary
School, 8000 Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321

We invite you to attend and to share this meeting announcement with
others.

Posted: 10-30-15

LINE

" S0UTH SHORE

Life is hard. The train is easy.
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Meeting Materials

(ﬂ) WEST LAKE CORRIDOR December 2015
1



l ,
NICD November Workshops Meeting Summary

November 2015

Purpose of Workshop

* Project Overview

= Share Information on Project Updates

= Seek Input on Alternatives and Options
= Define How You Can Be Involved

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page B-1 January 2016
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Study Overview

= FTA and NICTD are Conducting an
Environmental Review of the West Lake
Corridor Project

* The Study includes Rail Based Service
between the Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s
Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago

= The Study evaluates Alignments, Stations
and Operating Facility Locations in the
Corridor

How Did We Get Here?

= Regional Agency Conducted Initial Study 1989
= NICTD Completed West Lake Corridor Study 2011
= Released 20-Year Strategic Business Plan June 2014
= Began Environmental Review Process Sept 2014

e

(EIS) under

Local Lead Agency: National
Northern Indiana Commuter m Environmental
Transportation District Policy Act (NEPA)

TD WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page B-2 January 2016
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West Lake Funding Sources

FTA New RDA
Starts
Program T, Funding’ "
Sources!
/ g
State of
Indiana

Farticipating

Communities

What is Purpose for Project?

= Serve High-Growth Areas in Lake County
= Conveniently Connect to Chicago

= Establish Alternative to Driving

= Lower Commute Times and Costs

* Increase NICTD System Ridership

* Promote Economic Development

* Create Local Jobs

= Attract and Retain Younger Families

* Provide Valued Transportation Asset

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page B-3 January 2016
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What is the Need for the Project?

* Increase Transportation Options for Accessing
Chicago

* Reduce Travel Time from the Study Area to
Chicago

* Reduce the Parking Burden at Existing Transit
Stations

* Reduce Travel Costs

Study Purpose

= Advance West Lake Corridor Project

— Complete Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) in Compliance with NEPA

— Select a Preferred Alternative (PA)

— Enter Project Development under FTA New Starts

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page B-4 January 2016
|



NICD

November Workshops Meeting Summary

West Lake
Project
Overview

= 9-Mile Extension of
Existing South Shore
Line (SSL)

= 24 Trains per Weekday
and Weekend Service

= 4 Stations in Hammond, g
Munster, and Dyer

= Maintenance Facility

= Options for Alignment,
Stations, Maintenance
and Layover Facilities

Alternative

Options

* Indiana Harbor Belt
(IHB) Alignment

= Hammond Design
Option Alignment

= Station Options
— Hammond
— Munster

= Maintenance Facility

— Hammond - 2 sites
— Munster/Dyer

= Layover Facility
— Munster/Dyer

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIOOR Page B-5 January 2016
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Project Updates
= Southern Terminal

= Railroad Requirements

= Mid-day / Weekend
Service

» Conceptual Design
— Vehicle Technology
— Alignments Alternatives
— Station Location Options

— Maintenance Facility
Location Options

— Bike Trail Location in the
Corridor

Why So Many Design Options?

* Required to evaluate all feasible design
options meeting the purpose and need of the
project

* To consider and evaluate each alternative in
a comparable level of detail

* Field work is included for all design options

minimizing the need for additional
investigation

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIOOR Page B-6 January 2016
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Vehicle

* Existing South
Shore Electric
Trains

Stations

_=

Boarding Platforms
Shelters
Parking
Multi-Modal Access

Dune Park Station, SSL East Chicago Station, SSL

‘Tr’msrmmonnmn Page B-7 January 2016
|



November Workshops Meeting Summary

Maintenance Facility

= Shop Building for
Maintenance of Vehicles

= Storage Tracks

= Parking and Support
Facilities

Denton County A-Train Maintenance Facility

Layover Facility

= Welfare Building for Crew

= Storage Tracks for
Overnight Layover

= Parking

Operations
Facilities

If
maintenance
facility is
here...

...layover
facility is
needed here
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National Environmental Policy Act

NEPA Umbrella
Data Collection
and Analysis

Key Considerations:
Transportation
Land Use and Acquisitions

Historic and Archeological
Noise and Vibration
Visual and Aesthetics

Economic Development = Water and Ecological

Neighborhoods and = Farmlands

Community Facilities . Hazardous Materials

Environmental Justice = Safety and Security

Parks and Recreational « Short-Term Construction
7 .W'

What is a DEIS?

* Required for Federal Funding

* Discloses Impacts of the project and
Proposed Mitigation Measures

* Improves Decision Making
= Serves as a Means for Public Comment

* Follows NEPA Requirements for
Documentation

* Public Hearing is Part of the Required
Process

ﬂT’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page B-9 January 2016
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Environmental Impact
Statement Process

WE ARE HERE

Scoping and Draft EIS Final EIS

Screening Record of
= Data Collection

- Identify Issues and Analysis

+ Develop and - Prepare Technical - Respond to
screen alternatives Reports comments

= Prepare Draft EIS = Prepare Final EIS

Decision

on remaining
alternatives

= Circulate Draft EIS

+ Hold Public
Hearings

= Prepare Record
of Decision

Ongoing Coordination

= Federal Transit Administration

= Regional Development
Authority

* Municipalities

» Railroads

= US Army Corps of Engineers

= State Historic Preservation
Office

ﬂT’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page B-10 January 2016
|



NICD

November Workshops Meeting Summary

West Lake Overall Project
Schedule

2014 = 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

2022
AA  Environmental Project Engineering Sinakicca
Impact Development
Statement
® °®
SCOPING by _t FTA ® PROJECT
~ ' ' ROD/ FEDERAL e START UP
A =SS FERD GRANT e 2023
PREFERRED APPLICATION - '"%
ALTERNATIVE SRANT

Key to Success:
Partnerships

NICID

Community,
Stakeholder &
Agency
Partners
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Next Steps

Public Workshops — November 2015

Begin Project Development — Summer 2016
DEIS Public Review — Fall 2016

DEIS Public Hearings — Fall 2016

How Can You Participate and
Stay Informed

— Project Website:  http://www.nictdwestlake.com/

— Email: project.email@nictdwestlake.com
— Call: 219-250-2920
— Mail: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

33 East U.S. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

.Tr’msmmonmnnn Page B-12 January 2016
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Workshop Breakout Areas

1. Project Overview
2. Environmental Process
3. Alignment Options

4. Station and Facility Options

;‘Tr’w:smmonmnon Page B-13 January 2016
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‘n‘ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICD

Project Overview: Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District’s (NICTD) existing South Shore
Line (SSL) provides a vital fransportation link that
connects Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook
County, lllinois. The West Lake Comidor Project
(Project) would involve a southern branch extension
of NICTD's existing SSL to reach high-growth areas in
Lake County, Indiana. The Project would expand
NICTD's service coverage, improve mobility and
accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and
economic development opportunities for Lake
County. The Project would include:

* 9-mile southern extension of S5L between Dyer and
Hammond, Indiang;

¢ 12 trains per weekday between Dyer and
Downtown Chicago;

¢ 4 stations in Hammond, Munster, and Dyer; and

+ Maintenance facility to store and maintain
vehicles.

Design options for the Project route alignment,
station locations, and maintenance facility sites are
also being considered, which will be further refined
working in close consultation with the public,
agencies, and key stakeholders.

.mmmwmwummm

R
L+ ot o8 S

AGENCY COORDINATION AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT THROUGHOUT

Environmental Review Process: To move this Project
forward, NICTD and the Federal Transit Administration
(FTA) have initiated the environmental review process
in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) and other regulatory requirements. An
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is being
prepared as part of this process to assess the
potential impacts of the Project on the man-made
and natural environments. This is a required step that
NICTD must take to receive potential federal funding
for the Project.

Key Milestones:

 EIS Process: 2014 to 2016
e Engineering and Consiruction: 2016 to 2023
¢ Project Completion: 2023

e Frugeed Aty
[ =vesemgenn ¢ oGy

et Mgt Regrimenty
= Comteae Faae ESF00

Batoord = Lomemmcry
‘o Dt £ ot Pompare
Comterant F st (000

HOW TO REACH US:
NICTD West Lake Corridor Project, 33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304
website: www nictdwestiake com: e-mail: project email@nictdwestiake com: automated phone: 219-250-2920

“m" WEST LAKE CORRIDOR
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oy | ’ 4
Existing South Shore Alignment to
Millennium Station

| ® Station Option
| === Alignment
| —— Design Option
= - Maintenance/Storage and/or Layo
Facility Option
TJALI%t Study Area
| © Existing Station
| = south Shore Line

4 Interstate Freeway

| a3 U Honway

|~ RailLine

West Lake Corridor Project Study Area
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NICTD West Lake Corridor Project
WEBSITE FAQs
Updated: October 30, 2015

Qil. WHAT IS THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT?

A, The West Lake Corridor Project would be an approximate 9-mile southern extension of the
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District’s (NICTD) existing South Shore Line (SSL)
between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. Trains on the new branch line would connect with the
existing SSL and ultimately Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north. The proposed
project would provide new transit service between Dyer, Indiana and Metra's Millennium
Station in Downtown Chicago, lllinois, a total distance of approximately 30 miles.

Q2. WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT?

A. An expansion of the South Shore Line has long been recognized as a value to the Northwest
Indiana regional community. As early as 1989, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission (NIRPC) released a study that identified a South Shore extension as a potentially
viable means to expand mass transit in the region. Since that time, multiple evaluations have
occurred. In 2011, NICTD's West Lake Corridor Study concluded that a rail-based service
between the Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago would
best meet the public transportation needs of the study area. In June 2014, NICTD released its
20-Year Strategic Business Plan, which highlighted the importance of a West Lake Corridor
Project. In May 2014, NICTD initiated the environmental review process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, a required next step to advance overall project development and secure
federal funding.

Qs. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT AND WHAT BENEFITS CAN BE ACHIEVED FROM
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION?

A, The purpose of the West Lake Corridor Project is to provide a vital transportation link that
connects Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, lllinois. NICTD is proposing the West
Lake Corridor Project as a southern branch extension of the SSL route to reach high-growth
areas in Lake County, Indiana. The project would expand NICTD’s service coverage, improve
mobility and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development
opportunities for Lake County.

The benefits to be achieved from the Project are:

e Serve high-growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake County, Indiana

e Conveniently connect more Northwest Indiana residents to downtown Chicago jobs and
major activity centers

* Establish a solid modal alternative between the two metropolitan regions other than driving

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page B-16 January 2016
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s Lower commuting travel times and costs

& Increase NICTD system ridership

* Promote economic development opportunities

e C(Create local jobs in Northwest Indiana

e Attract and retain families and younger residents

e Provide a valued transportation asset for use by all Northwest Indiana residents.

Q4. WHAT STUDY IS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY?

A. The study currently underway involves the environmental review process for the West Lake
Corridor Project in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Specifically, a
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is being prepared for the Project, with the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor
responsible for implementing the Project.

The DEIS will involve a greater level of analysis of the project, including potential design options,
ridership, costs, environmental resources, and other considerations than have been conducted
to date. This will allow for more informed decisions about such project elements as the transit
mode, route alignment, station locations, and other infrastructure improvements. The DEIS will
conclude with the selection of a Preferred Alternative (PA).

NICTD would then develop a Financial Plan for the LPA, and submit an application to enter
Project Development under FTA’s New Starts funding program. These are all necessary steps in
order for the project to qualify for potential federal funding in the future.

Qs. HOW DO THE PUBLIC AND AGENCIES GET INVOLVED?

A. The public and agencies are encouraged to comment on the project and participate in the
process through various methods, including the project website at NICTDWestlLake.com. The
project website has an online comment section to receive comments and questions, and various
project documents will be made available to the public and agencies online.

Public meetings and hearings will also be held, along with individual stakeholder meetings and
other meetings upon request. Each meeting will provide the opportunity to receive comments
on the project and input into the process. Three rounds of public and agency review are
planned during the DEIS phase:

a. Scoping Period and Meeting(s): Scoping is the first step in the environmental review
process under NEPA. Scoping is an early and open process for the public and agencies to
provide input on the scope, or range, of issues to be addressed and identify the significant
issues related to the proposed action. Public and agency scoping meetings were held in fall
2014.

b. Public Meeting(s): The second round of public meeting(s) will be held in fall 2015. These
meetings will serve to update the public and agencies on the project and receive input on

‘TT’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page B-17 January 2016
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project elements such as integrating stations with the surrounding communities. The
meetings will be held in a workshop format to maximize public participation.

c. Circulation of DEIS and Hearing(s): The third round of input will invelve the circulation of
the DEIS in fall 2016. The public and agencies will have the opportunity to provide
comments on the DEIS over a 45-day review period, during which time a public hearing(s)
will be held to present the findings of the DEIS.

All three rounds of public and agency engagement provide opportunities for input throughout
the NEPA environmental review process. The website comment section enables the public to

provide ongoing input into the project.
Qs. WHAT IS THE LENGTH OF TIME EXPECTED TO COMPLETE THIS STUDY AND OVERALL PROJECT?

A. Following are the key milestones and schedule for the environmental review process, as well as
the overall project:

a. DEIS: The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is expected to be completed in about 2
years, from fall 2014 to fall 2016.

b. FEIS/ROD: Following the comment period on the DEIS, a Final Environmental Impact
Statement (FEIS) would be prepared by the FTA and NICTD to complete the environmental
review process. The FTA would also issue a Record of Decision (ROD) that states the
proposed action, environmental findings, and mitigation requirements. The combined
FEIS/ROD would take about 6 months to complete through 2016, depending on the level of
comments received on the DEIS.

c. Engineering and Construction: The environmental review process would then be followed
by more detailed design, engineering, and construction from 2016 to 2023.

d. Project Completion: Service start-up for the NICTD West Lake Corridor Project is targeted
for 2023.

This schedule reflects the standard process for NEPA review and FTA’s New Starts funding

program, but dates are subject to change.
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APPENDIX C
Sign-In Sheets
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WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PROJECT WORKSHOP FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES
Meeting Purpose: To update public officials and agencies on the West Lake

Corridor Project, to answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

Date: November 9, 2015

Time: 2:00pm-4:00pm.

SIGN-IN SHEET
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“m" WEST LAKE li.lllllllﬂll

Date: November 9, 2015

Meeting Purpose: To update public officials and agencies on the West Lake
Corridor Project, to answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

Time: 2:00pm-4:00pm.
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‘ﬂ, WEST LAKE CORRIDOR corridor Project, to answer

PROJECT WORKSHOP FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES
Meeting Purpose: To update public officials and agencies on the West Lake

and receive feed!

Location: Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

Date: November 9, 2015

Time: 2:00pm-4:00pm.
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‘v' mst un CORRIDOR

PROJECT WORKSHOP FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES

Date: November 9, 2015

Meeting Purpose: To update public officials and a
Corridor Project, to answer q

Location: Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

gencies on the West Lake
and receive feedback

Time: 2:00pm-4:00pm.

Name Representing/Title Phone E-mail Address
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to

‘/ﬂ’ WEST UIKE GIIIIIIIBIIII answer questions and receive feedback.

L tion: Protsman El y School, 1121 Harrison Ave., IN 46311
‘ Date: November 9, 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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1 219 Fen NK _Perrirss| teH1 ey i e
2 -~ (367 | 6 wessie o 10 Fiyer
FRANE PETRITES 213 6488 | © wermalL.con BP0 | Ko BT Emb ey s
2 | Check () which appiy: © Newspaper
| - il o
Amdres Stede. | Tiase f B | q33= 30 S e
- ; D G2 Mrmbgch icha
3 LT Esllom. Magan Towmn GJI(/} ro- | 930=1%00 @Z: er:a Loty ig[M, :W; o s s s
\ / 7 . © Otrer.
) s Mtﬁlj Ched;(f)mk#\aww:oﬂmabet
4 10  (Lergal | Z( 7-&3C-24q9 Drarse T~ T W oman
- ;e a2 Q + | Check () which apply: © Ne
5 7%94@,&“%) z/ ?., ?3&'—%4»? % I/J zge:;neopau:wosmp:w
6 ) o JNLERMESS Check (¥} which apply: © Newspaper
(%M%,L(Z/]W 2UL- LRE-T1I NoHe DVER, { B HeTeg amﬁeoﬁmmﬂEuanoF\w
e o
SyiCY ‘ Check (+) which apply: © Newepaper
: ; d ) : = . 61% Sheffield e i i g e
7 JQF\“\ Ce): EnoChe D%CY - She #A eld 2i15-1/8-91 41 )U\dOmSm@k(Cﬂ’\OD.(D’) Duer I {3 ﬁ:? © Postcard © E-Mail © Fiye
8 ' A d S - o Check () which apply: © Newspaper
5 =1 - N . BT ¢ ‘! AS © Website © Posicard © E-Mail &
%c \) \ NV 0\1\9.'( WAL 57 21G-30F -7 1{ ﬁp&i‘f/\“g‘u it Ol © Pt O £ S e
9 M 1045 shaffrad X | creckyunenamy:© Newsooer

Db Focrd| g, | Do Boed (huse |20 5577 |vab 0@ ncast et |00 v | i e
) ,

hut i - Check (+) which 3 © Newspaper

10 Keunsth Weir 2T 427 4318 | CHGoCUBLE@ YAHYD S/éj:fmifzgityzif :mlwﬁwmfww
1M | ol Sewwd 3 10 70 DaFrell o

ow REGSS Llﬁ L[—a'} |‘5iL( )'5\)U45),5-(JC7:\9L<(' '\-ﬂ[ W‘FAL"" I-\d © Other.

T o ) whi ¥

12 Dale Hesfer min 2G- v TEM] | desalnes @betiaal . com jﬁmﬁs}gfﬁ{% : %o?ﬂﬁfﬁpﬁ,&,
13 \ ! Al Fo it

Vay L B ST é Dren Ao 327 A6 e TR e

<laTru? ?D\{M@M l.li;’[ W;SH A Gheck (v) which apply: © Newspaper

14 Sheern, Briw’ | Doy pIURIORT ¥} S o

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page C-5 January 2016

A



l ,
NICD November Workshops Meeting Summary

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to

(ﬂ" WEST ME GBHIIIIIIIII answer questions and receive feadback.

| ‘ Location: Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison Ave., IN 46311

Date: November 9, 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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‘/Am»’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feaedback.

Location: Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison Ave., IN 46311
Date: November 9, 2015
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
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‘ﬂ) WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison Ave,, IN 46311
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to

/ WEST LAKE I!lll!lllllilll answer questions and receive feedback.
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Date: November 9, 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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W’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Sheiiign !-:|

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.
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Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN
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Date: November 9, 2015

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.
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WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN

answer questions and receive feedback.
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EST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison Ave., IN 46311
Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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(‘n" WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, HAMMOND, IN

Date: November 10, 2015

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Washington Irving Elementary School, 4727 Pine Ave., Hammond, IN 46327
Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

Meeting Purpose: To update the publi
answer questions and recelve feedback.

Location: Wast Irving EI

Date: November 10, 2015

ic on the West Lake Corridor Project, to

y School, 4727 Pine Ave., Hammond, IN 46327
Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, HAMMOND, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Washington Irving Elementary School, 4727 Pine Ave., Hammond, IN 46327

Date: November 10, 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm. s
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, HAMMOND, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Date: November 10, 2015
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(v’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR areveravstons and el

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, HAMMOND, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and recelve feedback.

Date: November 10, 2015

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, HAMMOND, IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to

' WEST lAI(E l!l!lllllllnll answer questions and receive feedback.
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("T’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, HAMMOND, IN

Date: November 10, 2015

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Washington Irving Elementary School, 4727 Pine Ave., Hammond, IN 46327
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, HAMMOND, IN

(m) WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Washington Irving Elementary School, 4727 Pine Ave., Hammond, IN 46327
Date: November 10, 2015

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Name orQ

Phone E-mail

Address

How Did You Hear About Us?

Mike R epeaf Bonrd

UG 96 T2

anéﬁuﬂwmqsﬁngr* 98'{%/7&‘5#

Gheck (') which apply: © Newspaper
© Websie © Postcard O E-Mail O Fiyer

<(0ther:

(obort  Doofer

Check () which apply: O Newspaper
© Website O Postcard O E-Mail O Fiyer
O Other.

Ran Hogﬁmwk

219-93[- @4 ¢ |Kazmo 54 @camcast-

€1

4156 SherFeld

Check () which apply: © Newspaper
© Webstte © Posteard © E-Mail O Fiyer
© Other: 1Mes

Gisears Cuszs

RarmmonD

Cout
219755713 | Qockre 9ol S8

2\S Qasn.‘u

'| Check () which apply: © Newspaper

®\Website O Postcard © E-Mail O Flyer
© Other.

i

e Octy [Anmprenp

2U2Z-731- 7072

Y3 lhcstern S7.

Check (+) which apply: © Newspaper
© Viebsile © Postcard © E-Mail © Fiyer
O Other:

Valeri/e. Fornenen Lamirpnd

CobeA emqro-—fnf

079 ~93b-0341 | L4 nfriends@ at: wet-

Qe [6Th Shed-

Check (v) which apply. d-Rwspapar
© Website © Postcard O E-Mail O Flyer
O Other:

W\lh.()iu{g

T{Zm,y(mch @@«’jf‘ \LA

ZAq3 -2 S

\'{'3?‘? C/HlluMeT

Check (') which apply: © Newspaper
O Websile O Posicard O E-Mail O Flyer
© Other.

Scan TLANIGAN H jwicnh

AA-4F7 ~(0kd semi{lan @s‘m.i Lo

2092 Happisen v

Check () which spply: © Newspaper
© Website O Postcard © E-Mal O Fiyer
A Other: y

SetN rmcna, e

202 235450

Check (+) which apply: © Newspaper
5 Website © Postcard © E-Mail © Fiyer
o Other

@xﬁww% B el

26 % 160 | et Bl o

179 v Ww—»—
Yo |V St 3

Check (+) which apply & Newspaper
© Website O Postcard O E-Mail © Flyer
© Other.

F‘AW\) Siez

DE"U( O&Eu

2T9249414 9

J%”@?Z/%oﬁmw

=/ éjd?& w’mfr
Wt Ty

Check () which apply. O Newspaper
© Website © Posicard © E-Mail © Fiyer
© Other:

f rordar) [lesley b ary

29l 0bEp |ec Josr Ap ?-?—@jfmﬂ, @7

| B Mea [ s

Check () which apply: O Newspaper
© Website O Posicard © E-Mgf'0 Fiyer
o oher_LeSPifIeA Aqa

N5

/

Check () which apply: O Newspaper
© Website O Posicard O E-Mail © Flyer
© Other:

oo 2 S o o N o ol A w N -

Check () which apply: O Newspaper
© Website O Postcard O E-Mail © Flyer
© Other.

A

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

Page C-23

January 2016



November Workshops Meeting Summary

WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to

answer guestions and receive feedback.

Location: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321
Date: November 12, 2015

Time: 6:00 pm-s:oﬁ pm.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN

i Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
4 WEST LAKE BIIIIBIIIBII answer questions and receive feedback.
‘ ‘ , Locatlon: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321

Date: November 12, 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corrider Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321
Date: November 12, 2015
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to

WEST lAKl IHIIRII{IIIIII answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321
Date: November 12, 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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l,

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN

7'Firrnra: 6:00 pm-g;g{: pm.

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321
Date: November 12, 2015
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“rr, WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN

Meeting Purpese: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321
Date: November 12, 2015

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN

answer

Date: November 12, 2015

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
and receive feedback

Locatlon: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321

Time: 6:00 pm:a_:(_)_o_gm.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN

answer q

Date: November 12, 2015

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
and recelve feed|

Location: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321
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(v’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321
Date: November 12, 2015
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|

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to

Date: November 12, 2015

answer questions and receive feedback.
Location: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321
Time: 6:00 pm-&;l_)_l)__pm.
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Ko Volbredt | Hish[and Rrexhighla@aol.com | 732], PaRIar DR |0 e

© Other.

Check () which apply: © Newspaper
© Website © Postcard O E-Mail O Flyer
© Other:

aolol oS o o N o o & w N -

Check (<) which apply: © Newspaper
O Website O Postcard O E-Mail O Fiyer
© Other.
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Meeting Summary

WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corrider Project, to

answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321

Date: November 12, 2015

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Name

Neighborhood or O

Phone

E-mail

Address

How Did You Hear About Us?

QEW"‘""‘\ S.Jwg\o\\l‘ﬁ

M2 g2

A~ 4y Bk

j\v- »I«M\'}nd;j\.‘o Buol,

(210 5W4MM

e say SN Sl

Check (¥) which apply: © Newspaper
© Webste © Posteard JCE-Mall O Fiyer
o Other:

G lrabeth Johwsm

e ULSM%kv’

215795 169Y

Check (+) which apply: © Newspaper
© Website © Postcard O E-Mail O Fiyer
© Other.

Ec\ﬂ\,’ld ;’2/»\FF"1

Mot R Plan Guungan

773 FYRoeusp

O8VISTE] € Sma).luy

Je2Z 2
AT K~

[ |

Check () which apply: © Newspaper
© Website O Postcard © E-Mail C Fiyer
o Other. _F 147 2

! el

Fopet

/erw[mz

(30 —28-1277

Hﬂ&ﬁjtﬂéi@qwﬂqj cowt

W% u/@iy 4

Wws

Check (v ) which apply: © Newspaper
£ Website © Postcard O E-Mail © Fiyer
O Other:

Gheck () which apply: © Newspaper
© Webste O Postcard O E-Mal O Fiyer
© Other:

Chek () which apply: © Newspaper
© Website © Postcard © E-Mail O Flyer
© Other:

Check (+) which apply. © Newspaper
© Webste © Postcard O E-Mail O Flyer
© Other:

Check () which apply: © Newspaper
© Webste © Postcard © E-Mail © Fiyer
© Other.

Chack () which apply: © Newspaper
© Website O Postcard © E-Mail © Flyer
© Other.

Check () which apply: © Newspaper
© Website © Posteard © E-Mail O Flyer
Q Other:

Check (v') which apply: © Newspaper
O Website O Postcard O E-Mail O Flyer
© Otner.

Check {¥') which apply: © Newspaper
© Website © Postcard © E-Mail O Flyer
© Other.

Check () which apply: © Newspaper
© Website O Postcard © E-Mail © Flyer
© Other:

a2 S o o N o o s w N =

Check (+) which apply: © Newspaper
© Website O Postcard © E-Mail O Fiyer
© Other.
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/TT WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICID

~ Comment Card
Name (please print): / fbn d//i Z%ﬂ/{// /

Neighborhood or Organization:

Address: / C)J% ﬂ/lll&’ /’f /)/)bl/% /Ef—

E-mai: (/jbf’\//ﬁ /’)M/)./ @ \S://j[,vﬁ/g bal e’

Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) @ No

How did you hear about us? (check) CONewspaper OWebsite  OPostcard [E-mail
OFlyer OOther

COMMENTS:

Lﬁﬁl('n@ ”éfvuaraﬂ *Lb CLonom cal gmw%

LN ﬁﬁfw%{@ neal  Lamlee I

Vet i
/)')4,{/7_@/&\ \f})l@ﬁf{{/

ﬂ:r’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR
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Tr WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NI

Comment Card

Name (please print): )‘[77?/0/4 /(,4/?,40//‘\/ {A/i

Neighborhood or Organization: ___ /] (4N S7TE£4L. A3 2/
Address:fgélc) HARRISON AlE— ;tfl-{(? o MUINSTER N

E-muii:_p;/;(@/“lﬁf' 4/50@ ael. Co?

Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) @ No

How did you hear about us? (check) pﬁgwspuper Owebsite  [JPostcard ﬁg’-m/ail
OiFiyer OOther
COMMENTS:

T~ wrmnd Ay aplinaios 0oLy SobR Sl Lot
A/ Padons oo, VY unhed @vz‘—w; /Y arnoJ .

2% /W & ﬁlﬂm
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TT WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICE

Name (please print): __/Zchac/ Lrglt
Neighborhood or Organization: %)7/:‘ mr/ Aﬂm
Address: /(% /Z@WZ/ 77

E-mail cnglartd e i . con

% i
Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) é/ No

How did you hear about us? {check) AE_uewspaper OWebsite [Postcard [E-mail
OFHyer COother

COMMENTS:

v/ N {ﬂ?é/tﬁzﬂ&uﬂl %7/%4»{7 L/ﬂ,,/ //'% ﬂf/’!ﬂ[ ;wzé

“/ff //e» 217§ a/m/f» )?e’w/é (UFRE. ’
Ak, L«L oo me t?[&’ﬂfml/ émm o e azmnw//,

o A 744’4,” %}4&%»7 Vék yeh Wby ov arﬁf [ Aucsip ey
710 i) A \,Lef /ﬁr/ﬁ-ajﬁ? M/ j;/?/» ‘WY 924 / Aﬂﬁmfm}ﬁ / //P 4’//7/&/

0N =y // lo-15 %, %r;» V7 W A0 2 1/r°1/a/t7,’>

-77;/; 19 4 sy éﬂ;/%/ T IEL e PWI‘L’V%
%k/)’lﬁv/"/ - UJIJ /ﬁ‘?lﬂ Sretienn pﬁ»ﬁ?é/éf 5 / \‘/
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TT WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICD

J: ala &N :
Name (please print): F A ha A QWens an

Neighborhood or Organization:

Address: SO Seoan —Dm“@’;_j’\‘ 4 Y31

E-mail: l 11 L SWeNSEN @ C&l)ﬂ"\c](l Lo

Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) @ No

How did you hear about us? (check) KNewspaper OWebsite  DOPostcard [JE-mail
CiFlyer OOther

COMMENTS:

My husband cnd T ogerevila tse M@“'VYCL lQ@CCUA%Q/
Were s ol encual, mmr(m% . Hammaend, e,
are_uery ynudi in &oav ¥ Hius, profect. LWe.
Guyrently  drice 20 punutes do readde dhe, Medra
slctiom Ltjcf’ nse. Ouare “Wau\ dri D N ek 4 jn__
b M illennum Satien le 5 minutes aSer
We narle, T am 64 o wmu Wishand is 73, The
deai 18 Lery |\ mpertartt 9 (s as an a [Hesytive.
oo drinina dn Chitaaga, = wis VS had
been bt an C@@f{:@@ Manu _pealple.
we o yalia  Wertle LI/I CMre  {wath (129’7(}
Rloe 1 dMe Tl -Teaan aren e Motia
néew, e na (quor el gt e, On slo
e (eon Cevr eior adivides, Witen e
seld _@iic heise 4 Moved dp o Cando,
We s els LL}\ CeMs lARCed, \%mufh%\
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4o Llinate  he¢ quce. puldic dran-peotalion
m A fpe tDu@V‘ \—W)uz/)séevl dﬁf@al Cn Wlre
evd e desfded do slay in Dyer here
We Wie, lived shne 1998, So_ e A ve.

clo Ml edi.

Mo 4omd de a0 do U’)Jmcx@ aste
riee boyr o Celurn aSlec OPP, (o
e e draln &1 weollouds qleo.

e sudlle seovuice /)l be 1niwackail
dn us, (

Wi Uethy siadignce kae )7@/7diwf)@(7@d
ciccessiine T e do mat need [ bt ma)w U .

e mfe&-w elec) ¢ Chea) pe,

((@, arail m”@s@\ﬁUu‘H@/n jo Ci‘(ﬁe”)({,

4 ke @\0‘(\6”0(‘7 Ads B leea Hﬂ-
I =pe sk \(N/oloom, wiMe ¢, Jhe.
leas hefmc)% d@’*yf@@—u@d —die hellen,
—the ore eVl l/uu Wie bpd\/u’*
(ﬂlﬁ({fmc; < Joruy IWWCLCM{/’&, L ] )L(‘e
We WhHealen Sdalida  8n Ahie  Fledur (c
Mm\/m Lne because  afie [pl 1S Big
Cusual e 1< yeger Sulle Vo, B
When uou l@aueﬂ%g 1 By’ 40<S Yo
e ceml\m/,am T lnors <5.3nsic [ohs
ove Sree I os 4 ﬂr@gu\% ey acs
lecs cenwie,

HOW TO REACH US:

NICTD West Lake Corridor Project, 33 East U.S. H@hway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304
website: www.nictdwestlake_com; e-mail: projec sil@nictdwestlake.com; automated phone: 219-250-2920
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Tr WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICD

Comment Card

Name (please print): SW\RC’M ENGL EP\T

Neighbothood or Organization: \I-\QL,L.\} \WOoCD / MUNSTERL
Address: _ || 2 KPSF\E'RL_\/ LACE

E-mail: _ SHERON . L, ENGLERT @ &l . coM

Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) Yes) No

How did you hear about us? (check) )ﬁ]Newspaper Owebsite  CPostcard  [JE-mail
COlFlyer OOther

COMMENTS:

(Mo Gre o pocdipe alreut the_ _DGLEQM S}WLL

%‘k‘h’l\’\gm\ (‘va\(f er_/(/ Le\'f‘h 90 NGV W\mT

\ u'AQO (_ﬂh{\x.‘\'—bl ”@im» f)\-& LJLLO L'f'U\}LQO (/‘Q.,

G L mﬂgfhw mLQW N\U dﬂmﬂe{»\ww{f‘

and '/?u&w L[jktwll%/\) aj.u%)w’ﬁ* au \Df\@ﬁuda UTLQML ,
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‘W WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICID

Comment Card

Name (please prin:_ QDY (i )¢ |
Neighborhood or Organization:
Address: X0 \(a i cﬁ\\Af el cL«}J)’L €L,
E-mail:_C0 O\ ’\‘c:x,’r Lo S@ \l\@\b\ﬁﬁb AES N

Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) No

How did you hear about us? (check) E’NQWspupe; Owebsite  OPostcard OE-mail
OFiyer OOther

COMMENTS:
LA wet e aordiveernd GO MR oceC o J

\ Sugseny putiag. 6 godR o @ VN L‘&)Mw(@‘g
Saake S0 Q\L, ontchocsd 5o Mool Doy :
Conemdy oo Mecoung, Seoan Tt o
Ao ogt v Mg DoV ihe \od OV E—)\J\S‘l\!\%,
Lds sl Vins Moo N0 A o d vy
et A 0 e n ODC N .

O A\ )
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"n WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICE

Name (please print): M/er)'ﬂ 1@)1 hatnQh

Neighborhood or Organization: / Seoet 7% %/écmm oha[ \

Address: _ 249 /5 914 5\79“8'@/;, /%r/n/mdh 0{) N S
E-mail: ﬁhn#/«f@mfs @ aﬁ:/ﬁ@}‘

—
Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) (\Yj{ No

How did you hear about us? (check) [H‘@wspapet OWebsite OPostcard CE-mail

OFlyer COther \/f\
COMMENTS: @NiT THE PROTEC /

’ T choe 3 /@m’ He  Forum .é@%rv i+ Apa(m
J:&rnu_seu rl' mmﬂf;_ n® 7100 Sacl am} zJ. %/‘L 7109 /moa/ei:
b s*ﬁ’y and  fear W/LcUL MMH become of iy h&/c-/.m// a_rw/
jf #fs lmv\@ﬂ,' QoS \#/“Qba/n /WCTD lu& male Al
c;Jowfn; .Dm/ﬂ/){’S alvu 7‘19 ra) QX7L@/7_<.,’01,S h&sa/ﬁ\ a/m/,
_DQ !“}\104 #OV oy Y‘m/ﬂé Perhang 7L/{9V alre /{’!"fmaa /4:1L an}/
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//ﬂ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICD

Name (please print): Md n '%/’y

Neighborhood or Organization:

Address: fof-‘y’f } !

R

E-mail:

Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (gircle) Yes

How did you hear about us? (check) m&jpdper COWebsite  OPostcard  CE-mail
OFlyer - OOther

COMMENTS:

A TCT7)  does /’La?l Yl abops /ﬂt{///é /20 el F
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ﬁ?f‘? Are | 4/7%)”/74/7%? V% 7/7fs /ﬂr?‘ J/zz o d é’,b/gjéizj?

hedFer HOW TO REACH US:

NICTD West Lake Corridor Project, 33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304 /&(€4
website: www.nictdwestlake.com; e-mail: project.email@nictdwestiake.com; automated phone: 219-250-2920

‘ﬂ) WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page D-10 January 2016
|



November Workshops Meeting Summary

o SURLIREBAN L 604

sw ot P RVMD&Q @(AJL aiz; Q%Wé /f—;‘l
NOV 18 2015 (/@30
N..C.T.0. 7

i ~ LT I T BT

‘Tr’ WIEST LAKE GORRIDOR Page D-11 January 2016
' )PROJECT



November Workshops Meeting Summary

y an WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICD

Comment Card

e, 2 7=
Nome (please print): _ \./ & A/V W q¢> ,/(7[1‘\ pr |

/
Neighborhood or Organization: S AL & JLR6R € @/

Address:

E-mail:

Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) Yes No

How did you hear about us? (check)  ONewspaper OWebsite  OPostcard
OFlyer O oOther

COMMENTS:

OE-mail

o777

pd| 7
Z27 <

A
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TT WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICD

o @01.@»6?!::5 NeFrwr N

Name (please print):

Neighborhood or Organization:

Address: gb@‘/@ éARF/ELQ

E-mail: Céee zeel o £l vt

Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) Yes No

How did you hear about us? (check) ONewspaper OWebsite  OPostcard [JE-mail
OFlyer Oother

COMMENTS:

A -
A o Cproarnenl_ ( Ast TIoAL Ala A

s;é’)m%uw\”ﬁzwm a dagy at 7Impry Ul
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A
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47T\ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICID

2 W rd &

'l &

Name (please print):

Comment Card

Neighborhood or Organization: AW YTE v

Address: 1433 Ssvmeriea Ve
Emall__ i< M5 (A ghcglhe b
Do you want fo be included in our mailing list? {circle) (Yg/ No
How did you hear about us? (check)  [ENewspaper OWebsite  OPostcard [E-mail
Oflyer OOther
COMMENTS:
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A D Fudpten 37 S TA T B M3 Gy
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/n WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICID

Name (please print): 3—{\: F@E\/{ A GUNM\-N UJ[

; Sl
Neighborhoed or Organization: MU 3N Qded Wivetyr AT e

Address: Co Gex 32cs USSR, | 32

E-mail: 1010 law @ att.net

Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) (Yes / No

How did you hear about us? (check) ilewspaper DOWebsite  DOPostcard CE-mail
OiFlyer Oother
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TT WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

NICID

Name (please print):

Neighborhood or Organization:

Address:
E-mail:
Do you want to be included in our mailing list? (circle) Yes No
How did you hear about us? (check) ONewspaper OWebsite DOPostcard [OJE-mail
CiFlyer Cother
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1. INTRODUCTION

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District (NICTD) are conducting the environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor
Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllinois in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other regulatory requirements. A Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is being prepared as part of this process, with the FTA
as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor responsible for
implementing the Project under NEPA.

1.1 Purpose of Report

Commuter railroads in the US have a long history of sharing infrastructure with freight railroads,
including in the greater Chicagoland area. As the hub of the nation’s rail network, Northeast
lllinois and Northwest Indiana are crossed with dense system of freight lines, many of which are
shared with passenger trains. This is also true for the West Lake Corridor Project, where a
portion of its alignment would use the abandoned Monon Railway right-of-way. The planning for
the West Lake Corridor examined shared use of active freight rail lines, as well as alignments
that would cross (bridge) over, cross at-grade, or operate adjacent to privately owned and
operated freight railroads. This report identifies these areas of interface between West Lake
Corridor alternatives and freight railroads. The report documents the communication and
coordination activities with affected railroads, and the feedback received from them.

1.2 Background

The proposed West Lake Corridor involves commuter rail service using electric powered trains
between Northwest Indiana and Downtown Chicago, operating as a branch of the existing South
Shore Line (SSL). The Corridor can be described in four sections, which are summarized from
south to north below.

1. Sheffield Avenue in Dyer to Maynard Crossing in Munster - new track on a separate
right-of-way adjacent to the existing CSX Monon Sub in Dyer and Munster; several
variations in station, parking, and maintenance & storage facility locations are included.

2. Maynard Crossing to Sibley Street in Hammond — use of the publically-owned Monon
abandoned rail corridor is assumed.

3. Sibley Street to Kensington in Chicago — three distinct alternatives were identified to
connect the West Lake Corridor to the existing SSL, including:

o Commuter Rail Alternative - North of Downtown Hammond the track alignment
would turn west under Hohman Avenue overpass, and then turn north on new
elevated track over the IHB Mainline, generally along the Indiana/lllinois state line
to the State Line Crossing area. The alignment would then parallel the existing
SSL using Norfolk Southern (NS) unused right-of-way to approximately Burnham
Avenue, connecting to SSL east of the Hegewisch Station in Chicago. West Lake
Corridor peak period trains would share the SSL tracks to Kensington.

o0 IHB Alternative - From Downtown Hammond, the alignment of the IHB
Alternative would turn west under Hohman Avenue overpass in Hammond and
would be constructed in the IHB railroad right-of-way west through Calumet City,
Burnham, and Chicago. West of Burnham Avenue, the IHB Alternative would
bridge over the IHB and CSX freight rail lines, landing in the IHB Kensington
Branch (Conrail owned) railroad right-of-way, and would include relocating and
reconstructing the IHB freight railroad on an adjacent track within the existing
railroad right-of-way. The Project would then continue northwest to the proposed
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4.

connection with the existing SSL near I-94 and 130th Street in Chicago. West
Lake Corridor peak period trains would share the SSL tracks to Kensington.

o Hammond Alternative — From Downtown Hammond north of Douglas Street,
the Hammond Alternative would extend north on embankment and bridges
crossing over the IHB and NS freight rail lines immediately east of the Hohman
Avenue overpass. The alignment would then extend northward and cross over
Hohman Avenue just south of Michigan Street. The alignment would then
continue north, crossing over the existing CSX Barr Sub freight rail line, and then
turn west to be adjacent to the realigned SSL connecting with the existing Line at
the state line. West Lake Corridor peak period trains would share the SSL tracks
to Kensington.

Kensington to Millennium — The final 14 miles of West Lake Corridor service would be
over the Metra Electric District (MED) in Chicago. At Kensington, the SSL crosses
through the Kensington interlocking plant that include the Canadian National (CN)
mainline tracks to reach the MED. West Lake Corridor trains would share the MED with
Metra and NICTD trains.

A map of the West Lake Corridor including the affected freight railroad lines is illustrated on
Figure 1.

|
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Table 1 summarizes potential impacts by freight rail line. The table is organized by route
section.

2.

Table 1 West Lake Corridor Potential Freight Rail Impacts

Project Route Section

Railroad / Rail Line

Project Impact

1 | Sheffield to Maynard

CSX Monon Sub

adjacent separated operation; flyover
of industry siding south of 45th

CSX Elsdon Sub
(former CN/GTW)

proposed flyover at Maynard

CN

Traffic over CSX Elsdon Sub through
Maynard

2 | Maynard to Sibley St.

NICTD-owned ROW

no freight impacts

3 | Sibley Street to Kensington -
Commuter Rail Alternative

NS Ft. Wayne Line

adjacent operation near Hohman;
flyover at State Line Crossing

IHB Main Line (CSX-
owned)

operate in IHB ROW; flyover IHB
Mainline at Calumet City Industrial
Track Wye

CSX Barr Sub

flyover at State Line Crossing

IHB Calumet City
Industrial Track

flyover at State Line

CSsSs

crosses east end of CSS owned-
Burnham Yard site, but would not
interfere with Yard expansion;
adjacent operation to Burnham Yard

NS (former Chicago
Western Indiana)

acquire unused rail ROW between
State Line and Burnham Avenue

3 | Sibley Street to Kensington -
IHB Alternative

NS Ft. Wayne Line

adjacent operation near Hohman

IHB Main Line (CSX-
owned)

operate in ROW; flyover at Calumet
Park Interlocking, including support
piers on RR property

CSX Barr Sub

flyover at Calumet Park Interlocking,
including support piers on railroad

property

IHB Kensington Branch

acquire portion of ROW owned by
Conrail Shared Assets

3 | Sibley Street to Kensington -
Hammond Alternative

IHB Main Line (CSX-
owned)

flyover east of Hohman

NS Ft. Wayne Line

flyover east of Hohman

CSX Barr Sub

flyover west of Sheffield

4 | MED Kensington to
Millennium

CN

Additional NICTD trains through
Kensington Interlocking

SUMMARY OF FREIGHT RAILROAD COORDINATION

The following are railroads potentially impacted by West Lake:

2.1 Canadian National (CN)
2.2 CSX Transportation (CSX)

|
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2.3 Chicago South Shore & South Bend (CSS)
2.4 Conrail Shared Assets (CR)

2.5 Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad (IHB)

2.6 Norfolk Southern (NS)

2.1 Canadian National (CN)

The CN operates along the east side of the MED on former lllinois Central ROW. West Lake
trains will cross CN tracks at Kensington, through an interlocking that is controlled by Metra. At
a meeting held in September 2014, CN preferred that SSL and the West Lake Corridor fly over
the CN at this location. While this could be a worthwhile investment, given Project capital
funding limitations, only adding six trains per peak period, and passenger trains having priority
through the Metra-controlled interlocking, the current physical plant is recommended to remain.

The CN's east-west line through Maynard (the former Grand Trunk) was acquired by CSX.
However, CN traffic continues to use this line, and could be impacted by West Lake, especially
if an at-grade scenario is advanced.

A complete set of the West Lake plan set drawings was provided in November 2015 for CN
review. CN has not provided additional comments.

2.2 CSX Transportation (CSX)

CSX s a Class | railroad, serving major markets in the eastern US with connections to the
Midwest and Canada. Three CSX routes may be impacted by the West Lake Corridor.

An initial meeting was held in September 2014. Key discussion points included the following:

— The Team provided an overview of the West Lake design concept, including potential
impacts to the CSX Monon Sub and to the CSX Barr Sub.

— CSXindicated that over the last year, 35% growth in Chicago and 20% Midwest has
been experienced. CSX will be diverting traffic and adding new customer traffic to the
Monon Sub through Dyer. They noted a new customer on this line, Magnetation, in
Reynolds, IN, will generate additional traffic to the Monon Sub.

— CSX cited four requirements for CSX to consider the proposed commuter operation:
0 Operation would have to be as safe as current, nothing less.
0 No liability to CSX
o Sufficient capacity
0 Adequate compensation

— CSXwill not allow a catenary system on its property due to maintenance personnel
safety considerations. CSX is not interested in selling any real estate or ROW for
passenger exclusive use.

In January 2015, CSX sent a letter of response, which is included as Attachment A. This initial
response addressed the notion of shared use of the Monon Sub ROW. CSX recommended that
West Lake be developed as a dedicated and separated corridor instead of a freight-passenger
shared-use corridor. In addition, Monon Sub ROW would not be available for project use given
anticipated growth in freight traffic. This response led to the decision by NICTD to acquire
sufficient ROW beside the CSX Monon Sub for a dedicated commuter rail corridor that would
include electrification infrastructure and an access roadway.
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A meeting was held in August 2015 with CSX to discuss the three current alternatives and their
possible impact on CSX. As follow-up, design drawings were sent to CSX for their comment.

In February 2016, a presentation of the West Lake project was made to senior staff at their
corporate headquarters in Jacksonville, FL. A CSX response letter dated April 12, 2016 is
included as Attachment B. While supportive of the development of the West Lake Corridor, the
letter states “...we recommend excluding options in which freight and passenger trains operate
on the same tracks or that require CSX right-of-way or property owned by CSX’s affiliates or
subsidiaries.” This position would affect the Commuter Rail and IHB Alternatives, leaving only
the Hammond Alternative as feasible from the Railroad’s perspective.

2.3 Chicago South Shore & South Bend (CSS)

The CSS is an operating subsidiary of the Anacostia Rail Holdings. The railroad was formed
from a trustee-in-bankruptcy in December 1989. The line serves Northwest Indiana’s industrial
corridor and the lllinois International Port in Chicago and connects with all Class | railroads in
Chicago. CSS owns the South Shore Line trackage between the Indiana-Illinois state line and
Kensington, which is shared by NICTD commuter trains. The line east of the state line is owned
by NICTD and shared by CSS freight trains.

A meeting was held at CSS’s Michigan City office on October 13, 2014. CSS recommended that
the project use the IHB Alternative, so as to avoid conflicting with CSS freight movements.

At a follow-up meeting on June 9, 2015, CSS shared plans for an expansion of their Burnham
Yard, which would be in conflict with the Commuter Rail Alternative alignment as proposed
between the state line and Burnham Avenue. A field visit with CSS staff on June 26, 2015 was
held to confirm the limits of the expanded Yard. CSS also provided a plat of survey and a
drawing of the expanded Yard. Based on this information and feedback, the Commuter Rail
Alternative was revised to push the West Lake Corridor alignment to the south, onto the unused
NS-owned former CWI ROW.

NICTD staff met with CSS on September 8, 2015 to present the Hammond Alternative. CSS
acknowledged that this alignment would not impact the CSS-owned corridor in lllinois, although
it would add passenger trains.

Updated West Lake drawings were transmitted to CSS in November 2015, and a follow-up
review meeting was held. CSS reiterated their preference for the IHB Alternative. They
acknowledged that NICTD’s operation of additional trains (SSL and West Lake Corridor) on
CSS trackage in lllinois was permissible under the CSS-NICTD operating agreement. It was
noted that West Lake Corridor trains operating over this section would be limited to peak
periods, when CSS freight operations give priority to passenger train operations.

2.4 Conrail Shared Assets (CR)

Conrail was created in 1974 to take over the potentially profitable lines of multiple bankrupt
carriers. Following Surface Transportation Board approval, CSX and NS acquired control in
1999, and Conrail remains a jointly-owned subsidiary. The primary assets retained by Conralil
are ownership of the three Shared Asset Areas in New Jersey, Philadelphia, and Detroit. CSX
and NS make use of Conrail to perform switching and terminal services within these areas.
Conrail also retains a 51 percent share in the IHB.

In June 2015, an email was sent to officials at IHB, NS and Conrail Shared Assets. Design
drawings of the two alternative connection alignments (i.e., Commuter Rail Alternative and IHB)
were also provided.

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDGR Page 6 May 2016
|



NICD

Railroad Coordination

Conrail responded in a letter dated July 2, 2015 (Attachment C), as the majority owner of IHB.
Major points included:

— The Kensington Branch between Calumet Park Junction and Kensington is owned by
Conrail; the section east of Conrail's ownership is owned by IHB.

— The vacant IHB ROW parallel and south of the IHB Main Line between Calumet Park
and Hohman is slated for construction of an 8,000 foot track that is to serve a unit train
operation.

— West Lake would cross other railroads at grade, adding potential delays and operational
impacts to an already congested corridor.

The Conrail letter concludes that as majority owner of the IHB, they cannot support use of this
alignment for the proposed commuter rail corridor. Conrail’'s letter was specifically in response
to requesting entry to the IHB ROW for inspection purposes. This right of access request was
denied.

A complete set of the West Lake Corridor plan set drawings was provided in November 2015 for
Conrail review. In a follow-up meeting, Conrail restated their position in the July 2015 letter that
the IHB ROW between the Hohman Overpass and Calumet Park Junction would not be
available to the West Lake Corridor Project. Thus, from Conrail’'s view, both the Commuter Rall
and IHB Alternatives would be infeasible.

2.5 Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad (IHB)

The IHB is the largest switch carrier in the US, providing a wide variety of services in the
Chicago and Northwest Indiana areas. Communication to the IHB was made in June 2015, in
the email that also was sent to Conrail Shared Assets and NS. The written response received
from Conrail, as the IHB’s majority owner, is discussed above.

Updated West Lake Corridor drawings were transmitted to IHB in November 2015. Ata
meeting with IHB, representatives of the railroad confirmed the Conrail position that ROW was
not available to the Project west of the Hohman Avenue Overpass. IHB did not object to the
Hammond Alternative.

2.6 Norfolk Southern (NS)

The NS is a Class | railroad operating an extensive intermodal network in the eastern US,
including connections to the Midwest. The NS Fort Wayne Line is part of the Heartland Corridor,
a public-private partnership that has provided increased freight capacity between the east coast
and the Midwest.

Calls with NS were held in June 2015. NS was provided designs plans for the Commuter Rail
and IHB Alternatives. NS opposed the IHB Alternative.

An updated drawing set was transmitted in November 2015, including the Hammond Alignment.
NS has not provided comments on the more recent materials that were sent.
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APPENDIX

A. CSX Letter of West Lake Corridor Project Comments, January 2, 2015
B. CSX Letter of West Lake Corridor Project Comments, April 12, 2016

C. Conrail Letter of West Lake Comments/Denial of Right of Entry, July 2, 2015
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ATTACHMENT A

[ How tomorrow moves ]

January 2", 2015

Mr. W. Robert Moore
Principal

Quandel Consultants, LLC

161 N. Clark Street, Suite 2060
Chicago, IL 60601

RE: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

Dear Mr. Moore:

Thanks for taking the opportunity to discuss with CSX the NICTD West Lake Corridor
Project on November 6™, 2014. It was very helpful to learn more about the project and its
planning. CSX would like to take the opportunity to provide our initial feedback that we hope

can be taken into consideration as you progress the project.

CSX fully supports the development of a dedicated passenger corridor to accommodate
the planned service. In fact, we recommend excluding options in which freight and passenger
trains operate on the same tracks. We believe that a dedicated and separated corridor, instead
of a freight-passenger shared use corridor, will best support the service needs of the planned

commuter trains.

Additionally we are concerned about including any CSX right of way in your project
planning. CSX is experiencing substantial growth on the lines being considered for the new
West Lake Corridor Project. New customers have been located on the CSX Monon Subdivision,
and because of the growth in the lllinois Basin Coal, CSX is planning to shift traffic between
Chicago and the Southeast to the same subdivision. To handle this growth we are planning to
increase the infrastructure capacity that will require, at a minimum, the right of way that the
West Lake Corridor Project would like to utilize to build additional tracks for the commuter

service, CSX believes that preserving the existing right of way to accommodate the freight
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ATTACHMENT A, continued

[ How temorrow moves ]

®e e
growth will be critically important and therefore CSX is not in a position to consider the use of

our property as proposed.

Thank you again for providing the opportunity to review and comment on your planning
activities. CSX believes that preserving core freight operations and infrastructure will be
essential for America’s long term success and we hope that the same vision can be
incorporated as you seek ways to improve the service of commuter trains between Northwest

Indiana, Chicago and Cook County.

Sincerely,

) e
Moo | _2
Marco Turra

CSXT Director Passenger Operations
CSX Transportation

500 Water St. 5/C 315

Jacksonville, FL 32202

Cc: Jay Westbrook, AVP Passenger Operations
Tom Livingston, Regional VP - State Government

‘Tr’ WEST LAKE CORRIDOR Page A-2 May 2016
\



NICD

Railroad Coordination

ATTACHMENT B

Marco Turra = Director
How tomorrow moves® CSX Transportation
[ X X § 500 Water Street, 1315

Jacksonville, FL 32202
Office (904) 359-1099
Marco_Turra@csx.com

April 12th, 2016

Mr. Earl Wacker

Vice President - US Railroads, Transportation, DCS Americas
AECOM

100 S. Wacker Dr.

Suite 500

Chicago, IL 60606

VIA EMAIL

RE: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

Dear Earl:

Thanks for meeting with CSX to discuss the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
(NICTD) West Lake Corridor Project on February 10", 2016. It was very helpful to learn more about the
project and its planning efforts. As a follow up, CSX would like to provide our initial feedback that we
hope can be taken into consideration as you advance the project.

CSX fully supports the development of a dedicated passenger corridor to accommodate the
planned service. In fact, we recommend excluding options in which freight and passenger trains operate
on the same tracks or that require CSX right-of-way or property owned by CSX's affiliates or subsidiaries.
We believe that a dedicated and separated corridor, instead of a freight-passenger shared use corridor,
will best support the service needs of the planned commuter trains.

CSX believes that preserving the existing right of way to accommodate the freight growth will be
critically important for freight fluidity and economic growth so planning activities for the new commuter
service should not contemplate the use of any of CSX property or assets {including CSX's affiliates or
subsidiaries).

Thank you again for providing the opportunity to review and comment on your planning
activities and we look forward working with you as the project progresses.

Sincerely,
7 —_—

utﬂuw { ,(0

Marco Turra
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ATTACHMENT C

CONRAIL

JOHN K. ENRIGHT, Associate General Counsel 1717 Arch Street,13" FL, Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: 215-209-3012 - Fax: 215-209-4819
john.enright@conrail.com

July 2, 2015

W. Robert Moore, P.E.
Quandel Consultants

161 N. Clark Street, Suite 2060
Chicago, IL 60601

Re: NICTD --- West Lake Corridor Project — Kensington Branch Data Request
Dear Mr. Moore:

This letter is in response to your recent request to the Indiana Harbor Belt
Railroad (“IHB”) to access certain IHB dispatched rail lines and rights-of-way to perform
a wetlands delineation and infrastructure condition assessment. As you are probably
aware, Conrail is the majority owner of the IHB and the owner of a portion of one of the
candidate rail lines. Therefore, | am responding to your request on its behalf.

As noted in your request, the assessment is part of a Draft Environmental Impact
Study for a new passenger service between Munster/Dyer, Indiana and the Chicago
Millennium station (the “Project”). One of the rail corridors you wish to evaluate is
located between Hohman Avenue in Calumet City, Indiana to just north of 130" Street
in Chicago (“Proposed Rail Corridor”).

The Proposed Rail Corridor includes at least a portion of two main rail lines. As
such, it is a heavily utilized corridor that is operationally as well as strategically critical
not only to the operations of the IHB but that of CSX Transportation and Norfolk
Southern who have either partial ownership or trackage rights over the Proposed Rail
Corridor.

Located within the Proposed Rail Corridor is the Kensington Branch which is
owned by Conrail between Calumet Park Junction to its western terminus at Kensington
Yard and owned by CSX for the portion of the Branch that lies east of Conrail's
ownership. Parallel to the CSX owned portion of the Kensington is an IHB owned main
line. On the south side of the CSX owned portion of the Kensington is vacant right-of-
way that is slated for construction of an 8,000+/- foot track that will support an IHB
customer’s unit train operation. As such, the Proposed Rail Corridor is not a suitable
candidate for a passenger rail operation that would likely require unachievable
separation requirements and/or limit current freight operating windows. Furthermore, if
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ATTACHMENT C, continued

Mr. W. Robert Moore, P.E.
July 2, 2015
Page 2

the Project were to be routed through this corridor, other rail lines would have to be
crossed at grade, adding potential delays and operational impacts to an already
congested rail corridor designated for additional rail freight development.

Given the foregoing, as majority owner of the IHB and as the owner of a significant
portion of one of the candidate rail corridors, Conrail cannot support use of the
Proposed Rail Corridor for the Project. Accordingly, there would be no purpose served
by providing access to your firm to conduct an assessment of property unsuitable for the
Project.

Please let me know if | can be of further assistance or if any of the foregoing is not
sufficiently clear.

cc: Gerald Hamas, General Manager, NICTD
Pat Daly, General Manager IHB

‘TT’ WEST LAKE CORRIDGR Page A-5 May 2016
\
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September 10, 2015

Meeting Agenda

= West Lake Project Overview
Environmental Process

Overview of Support Facilities
Munster/Dyer Main St. Station
Munster/Dyer Facility Site Locations
Schedule and Next Steps
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Project Overview

» FTA and NICTD are Conducting an
Environmental Review of the West Lake

Corridor

» The Study includes Rail Based Service
between the Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s
Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago

» The Study evaluates Alignments, Stations
and Operating Facility Locations in the
Corridor

West Lake
Project
Overview

9-Mile Extension of
Existing South Shore
Line (SSL)

12 Trains per Weekday

4 Stations in Hammond, ;

Munster, and Dyer
Maintenance Facility

Options for Alignment,
Stations, Maintenance
and Layover Facilities




Alternative
Options

Indiana Harbor Belt
(IHB) Alignment

Hammond Design
Option Alignment
Station Options

— Hammond

— Munster
Maintenance Facility
— Hammond — 2 sites

— Munster/Dyer
Layover Facility

— Munster/Dyer

Why So Many Alternatives?

» Required to evaluate all feasible alternatives
meeting the purpose and need of the project

= To consider and evaluate each alternative in
a comparable level of detail

» To avoid any indication of a bias towards a
particular alternative(s)

= Field work is included for all alternatives
minimizing the need for additional

investigation

9/10/2015
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National Environmental Policy Act

NEPA Umbrella

Key Considerations:
= Transportation
= Land Use and Acquisitions

Historic and Archeological
= Noise and Vibration
= Visual and Aesthetics

= Economic Development = Water and Ecological
= Neighborhoods and = Farmlands

Community Facilities = Hazardous Materials
= Environmental Justice = Safety and Security

= Parks and Recreational = Short-Term Construction

Environmental Impact
Statement Process

WE ARE HERE

Scoping and Draft EIS Final EIS

Screening : Record of
Prepare Technical Decision

« Identify Issues Reports
+ Develop and Prepare Draft EIS + Respond to
screen alternatives on remaining comments

AlSIatVES * Prepare Final EIS
Circulate Draft EIS
* Prepare Record

Hold Public of Decision
Hearings

Prepare request to
enter Project
Development
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Stations

Boarding Platforms
Shelters
Parking
Multi-Modal Access

Dune Park Station, SSL

Vehicle

Technology

» EXisting South
Shore Electric
Trains
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Maintenance Facility

= Shop Building for
Maintenance of Vehicles

= Storage Tracks

= Parking and Support
Facilities

Denton County A-Train Maintenance Facility

Layover Facility

= Welfare Building for Crew

= Storage Tracks for
Overnight Layover

= Parking

Metra Electric District — Richton Layover

[ ey Operations
N Pl o : J S e .
T A EL Facilities
a -mn:‘mGav"vtv \
Existng Rigunent o Ml Sson . >
4 X maintenance
T % facility is
G here...
South Hammond
Em« - - o
e e |
? :om ';n-;nimrFimtm
= S o b o T
= = + South Shora Line Allgnmant Option 1 s [ i
'“!.‘M-rl::msuanwM : i Vo y ki
i A F ...layover
B e S R R gl facility is
e RN E A needed here
Vitorew. 0 ‘025 05. D ¢ <
| —— ':‘7-1 —— W N
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Operations Facilities

Munster/Dyer Station and Maintenance Facility
— inspect, repair, clean, and store vehicles

Operations Facilities

Munster/Dyer Station and Layover Facility
— overnight or mid-day storage, light interior

?‘3“9’&\\1“ [
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Layover Facility Conceptual Layout

-
STRUCTUREPOINT
=n

ColumbiaAve

West Lake Overall Project
Schedule

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

2022
AA Environmental Project Engineering Construction
Impact Development
Statement
SCOPING LPA FTA PROJECT
DRAFT ~ Rop/ ~ EDERAL FTAFULL START UP
EIS FEIS GRANT FUNDING 2023
APPLICATION GRANT
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Next Steps

= Public Workshops — November 2015

= DEIS Public Hearings — Spring 2016

= DEIS Public Review — Spring 2016

= Begin Project Development — Summer 2016

Key to Success:
Partnerships

NIC'D

Community,
Stakeholder &
Agency
Partners
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How Can You Participate and
Stay Informed

— Project Website:

— Email:
— Call:
— Mail:

http://www.nictdwestlake.com/
project.email@nictdwestlake.com

219-250-2920

NICTD West Lake Corridor Project
33 East U.S. Highway 12

Chesterton, IN 46304

10


http://www.nictdwestlake.com/
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RESOLUTION NO. 2010

TOWN OF MUNSTER, INDIANA

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE TOWN OF MUNSTER’S REQUEST /DESIRE
FOR THE LOCATION OF THE MUNSTER/DYER MAIN STREET STATION AND
PARKING SPACES TO SUPPORT THE EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT OF
COMMUTER RAIL SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Town Councii of the Town of Munster is the municipal legislative
hody of the unit; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Munster, pursuant to |.C. § 36-1-7-1, et. seq. entered
into an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between and amongst several Lake County
governmental entities with the purpose of providing resources to support the extension
and improvement of the commuter rail services provided by the Northem Indiana
Commuter Transit District; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement, the Town of
Munster committed resources for the extension and improvement of commuter rail
services in Lake County, Indiana, with the belief that the provision of those services
would not adversely impact existing residential development in Munster, Indiana; and

WHEREAS, the Northern Indiana Commuter Transit District has proposed two
alternatives for the location of the Munster/Dyer Main Street Station that require the new
tracks to be east of the existing CSX line: (1) placing the passenger platform, ticket
kiosk/station, and parking facility on the east side of the existing rail line, north of Main
Street (in the Community Estates subdivision); and (2) placing the ticket kiosk/station
and parking facility west of the existing rail line and north of a proposed extension of
Main Street (south of the West Lakes subdivision) while keeping the passenger platform
on the east side of the tracks; and

WHEREAS, on April 25, 2016, the Munster Town Council passed Resolution
2008 in an attempt to convey its preference with regard to the location of the rail line,
platform, and parking lot; and

WHEREAS, in an attempt to more specifically delineate the Town of Munster's
preference with regard to the location of the rail line, platform, ticket kiosk/station, and
parking lot, the Town of Munster adopts this Resolution 2010 to amend/supplement
Resolution 2008; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire/preference of the Town Council of the Town of
Munster that this project be completed in a way to: (1) minimize any negative impact on
the surrounding neighborhoods and proposed residential development; (2) enhance
development opportunities;, (3) increase the tax base, and (4) promote needed
infrastructure upgrades; and

Page 1 of 2



WHEREAS, locating the following facilities in the following locations will best
advance the above goals: (1) Rail Line: east of existing CSX tracks; (2) Platform: east of
CSX tracks; and (3) Parking lot and ticket kiosk/station: west of CSX tracks, north of
main street, and south of West Lakes subdivision; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Munster that it expresses its
desire/preference for the proposed Munster/Dyer Main Street Station facilities to be
located as shown on NICTD West Lake Corndor Project Draft Conceptual Design Plans,
Project 1.D. 7801 01, Page 18 {Exhibit “A”).

RESOLVED that the facilities shall be located: (1) Rail Line: east of existing CSX
tracks; (2) Platform: east of CSX tracks; and (3) Parking lot and ticket kiosk/station: west
of CSX tracks, north of main street, and south of West Lakes subdivision, It is
contemplated that the Main Street underpass will be constructed to accomplish this

design.

RESOLVED AND ADOPTED by the Tce~ Council of the T™~m of Munster,
indiana, this 16" day of May, 2018, by a vote of _infavor and _ _opposed.
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SPONSOR: Daniel Spitale
Councilman At Large

Anthony Higgs
RESOLUTION NO. gZi 3rd District Councilman

A Resolution Establishing the City of Hammond’s Contingent Support of the “Hammond
Alternative” to the West Lake Corridor Project
(as amended)

WHEREAS, The City of Hammond by the City Council and its Mayor have by prior
resolution committed funds to support the cost of a Draft Environmental Impact Study, prepared
by AECOM Corp (AECOM), for the Northwest Indiana Commuter Transit District (NICTD), for
the Westlake Corridor Project; and

WHEREAS, Since said commitment, NICTD has along with its engineers (AECOM)
explored various portions of the project that would directly benefit the City of Hammond; and

WHEREAS, These benefits include but are not limited to a Gateway Station located in
Hammond that would allow passengers to connect to both the east/west and north/south South
Shore lines, a maintenance facility to be located west of Sheffield Avenue and north of Hoffman
Street, and a South Hammond station at approximately 173" and Lyman, all which would result
in approximately a $300 million dollar investment in the City of Hammond; and

WHEREAS, this “Hammond Alternative” is the alternative that provides the maximum
benefit to the City of Hammond and shouid be advanced by NICTD as the Preferred Alternative
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement when it is published in the Federal Register; and

WHEREAS, this represents a significant investment in the City of Hammond which could
and will impact positively the city and its residents and will also allow the potential for further
RDA investment in the city through Transit Oriented Development (TOD) in the amount of at
least $40 million doliars in and around the proposed Gateway Station and the current Gostlin
Street Station, and other areas along the corridor; and

WHEREAS, NICTD is at a critical time frame in its planning process and are
transitioning from route planning to actual engineering and project development and wishes to
commit $10-15 million dollars to further design the project, and, advance the project through the
Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision; and

WHEREAS, to continue to develop the project, NICTD is in need of a further
commitment of funds from the City of Hammond, which commitment is specifically contingent
upon the Hammond Alternative being adopted and other contingencies being adopted as listed
herein; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to allow NICTD to continue exploration of the Hammond
Alternative as it is a significant potential investment in the City, but that the City will only further
commit funds requested contingent upon the NICTD Board of Trustees committing to the
following:

1) The Hammond Alternative (Gateway Station, Maintenance Facility and South Hammond
Station) is approved and is adopted by the NICTD Board of Trustees as part of the West
Lake Corridor Project;



2) That the NICTD Board of Trustees commits to design the South Hammond Station in
such a manner that parking lot traffic will use 173™ Street and will not negatively impact
the neighborhood between Lyman and Hohman Avenues with any vehicular traffic;

3) That the NICTD Board of Trustees agrees that the current bike trails and rights of way
along the proposed route are not disturbed or impacted, or, if they are impacted, they
are restored at or near the current location and at or above their current condition
including any and all bicycle/pedestrian bridges; and

4) The NICTD Board agrees that The Hammond Alternative will not be designed or
constructed to standards that would accommodate freight train traffic;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That if the above contingencies are met, and
the Hammond Alternative is included as the Preferred Alternative in the final Environmental
Impact Study and approved and adopted by the NICTD Board of Trustees, The City of
Hammond by and through the Hammond City Council and its Mayor, commits for the duration of
the West Lake Extension Corridor Project (not to exceed thirty (30) years) a financial
commitment equivalent to 33 1/3% of its proportional distribution of Lake County CEDIT
revenue (not to exceed $900,000 per year).

RESOLVED this m day of August, 2016.

Qﬂaﬂ ///‘zz(,é—,

Jdnet Vehecz , President

M mond Common CounC|I
ATTEST: /%f

ROBERT J. GOLEC, City Clerk

A Resolution Establishing the City of Hammond’s Contingent Support of the “Hammond
Alternative” to the West Lake Corridor Project

PRESENTED BY ME, the undersigned

ity Clerk of the City of Hammond to the Mayor
said City for approval on the /Z_ day of

ROB ~ GOLHC, City Clerk
The foregoing Resolution No. R25 nsisting of two (2) typewritten pages,
including this page, approved by the Mayor the 14 % day of
A et 2016,

THOGMAS M. MCDERMOTT, JR. , Mayor
City of Hammond, Indiana

PASSED by the Common Council on the _Zm day of &MAMAJL , 2016.

L]

ROBERT J. GALEC, City Clerk
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